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INTRODUCTION 


We have compiled this collection of passages from early Christian 
literature regarding Jewish-Christian sects in the hope that scholars 
interested in the origin and development of Jewish Christianity in 
the first centuries of our era may find it useful in their studies. 

Many books have recently been written on this subject. The authors 
of these works deal with the definition, origin, significance and develop- 
ment of Jewish Christianity. This is necessary because Jewish Chris- 
tianity is to be considered not only as one of the early Christian heresies 
but also as in itself a form of early Christianity. 

Nevertheless, early Christian authors speak of Jewish Christianity 
merely as a heretical movement, although some representatives of 
these heresies were already supposed to have been present in the 
Apostolic Church. They divide Jewish Christianity into five different 
groups, each with its own characteristics: the Cerinthians, Ebionites, 
Nazoraeans, Symmachians and Elkesaites. It was sometimes admitted 
that Christians ike Theodotos and Paul of Samosata, who were accused 
of rejecting the Virgin Birth, expressed Jewish-Christian ideas, but 
they were never reckoned to be Jewish Christians in the strict sense 
of the word. 

Within the limits of this study it is impossible for us to 
draw a general outline of Jewish Christianity. This would only be 
possible after an investigation of those writings which show the in- 
fluence of Jewish Christianity, or were written by Jewish Christians 
themselves. The authors, however, assume that even this limited 
study will be an important contribution towards further research. 
It has often happened, in writings on this subject, that passages 


1 See H.-J. Schoeps, Theologie und Geschichte des Judenchristentums, Tiibingen 1949; 
J. Munck, Paulus und die Heilsgeschichte, Kobenhavn 1954; J. Daniélou, Théologie 
du Judéo-Christiantsme, Desclée 1958; G. Strecker, Das Judenchristentum der Pseudo- 
klementinen, Berlin 1958; J. Munck, Jewish Christianity tn Post-Apostolic Times, in: 
New Testament Studies 6 1960, p. 103-166; Aspects du Judéo-Christianisme. Colloque 
de Strassbourg 23-25 Avril 1964, Paris 1965; B. Bagatti, L’Eglise de la Circoncision, 
Jérusalem 1965, S. Pines, The Jewish Christians of the Early Centuries of Christianity 
according to a new Source, Jerusalem 1966; R. N. Longenecker, The Christology of Early 
Jewish Christianity, in: Stud. in Bibl. Theology, sec. Series 17, London 1970. 
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taken from early Christian authors have been quoted without a careful 
examination of their mutual dependency and historical veracity. 
For this reason an examination of the connection between the various 
testimonies was undoubtedly necessary. 

This study of testimonies provides the opportunity of forming some 
conclusions about the history of Jewish Christianity which, although 
necessarily provisional, may be of use to those engaged in the study 
of this subject. 

The first part of this book offers a critical evaluation of the testimon- 
ies. The second part gives these testimonies in their original language 
and in an English translation. 

The authors wish to thank Professor Dr. G. Strecker of Gottingen for 
reading the manuscript and offering valuable advice. 

We gladly acknowledge the financial support during the course of 
our studies given by the Theological Institute of the State University 
of Groningen. 

Words of appreciation are due to Miss Atie Bruins who typed the 
manuscript and Mr. R. M. Witteveen who compiled the indices. 


PART ONE 


CERINTHIANS 


Irenaeus 


In adv. Haer. I 26 Irenaeus writes that Cerinthus taught in Asia 
Minor and proclaimed that the world was created not by the “supreme 
God” but by a Power separated from the First Principle. Jesus was 
the son of Joseph and Mary but surpassed all men in justitia, prudentia 
and sapientia. Christ descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove, 
after his baptism. He preached the “unknown God”. Before his 
passion and death Christ left Jesus. Jesus rose from the dead. 

Irenaeus numbers Cerinthus among those heretics who said that 
the world was not created by God, but by angels or a Demiurge. 
To this extent he agreed with the Valentinians,! Menander,? Saturn- 
inus,? Basilides,* Carpocrates,5 Marcion® and those heretics called 
Gnostics.? 

In Irenaeus’ description of the Valentinians we find that they believ- 
ed that the “Saviour” descended upon Christ in the form of a dove® 
and that Carpocrates agreed with Cerinthus in asserting that Jesus 
excelled all men.® 

Irenaeus remarks that John wrote specifically against Cerinthus 
and other heretics who denied that God created the world.1° Those who 
distinguish between Jesus and Christ, to which group Cerinthus un- 
doubtedly belonged, quoted the Gospel of Mark, but they too were 
refuted by the Gospel of John.1! 


1752. 

2 J 23 5. 

37241. 

47 24 4. 

§ 1251. 

6 III 11 2. 

7 TIT 11 2. 

8 17 2 and II 11 3. 

91251. 

10 TIT 11 1. A. Hilgenfeld, Die Ketzergeschichte des Urchristentums, Leipzig 1884, 
p. 412, supposed that Irenaeus wrote particularly about the Cerinthians in this passage. 
This is an error since the passage deals specifically with the Nicolaites. 

11 [IT 11 7, cf. G. Bardy, Cérinthus, in: Revue Bibl. 30 1921, p. 344-373, p. 350, n. 1.: 
“Il me parait difficile d’attribuer unc valeur historique & cette information”. 
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We cannot say that Cerinthus’ doctrine as described by Irenaeus 
differs from that of the well known Gnostics. We may suggest that 
he did not know anything more about Cerinthus than the tradition, 
traced to Polycarp of Smyrna, according to which John the Apostle 
met Cerinthus in the bath-house at Ephesus and there pointed him 
out as the “enemy of the truth” (III 3 4). Since John was considered 
to be the chief opponent of Gnosticism in Asia Minor it is obvious 
that anyone whom he described as an “‘enemy of the truth” was thereby 
denounced as a notorious Gnostic. 


Hippolytus 


The passages about Cerinthus in Refut. VII 33 and X 21 show a 
dependency on Irenaeus. The few deviations are of minor importance. 
Hippolytus does not say that Cerinthus preached in Asia Minor. 
According to him Cerinthus was instructed in the doctrine of the Egypt- 
ians (VII 7 1). It is possible that Hippolytus derived this notion from 
the fact that Basilides and Valentinus, who had close affinities with 
Cerinthus, are also supposed to have come from Egypt.! In X 21 
Hippolytus does not say that Jesus rose from the dead. Finally, he 
says that the world was created by an angel, differing in this matter 
from Irenaeus who speaks about a ‘‘Power’’. We presume that these 
deviations may be explained by his attempt to bring Cerinthus’ 
ideas into closer agreement with those of the Gnostics. 

This means that Hippolytus used no other source than Irenaeus, 
but this assertion applies only to his Refutation. Dionysius bar-Salibi 
stated that, according to Hippolytus, a man called Caius appeared 
saying that the Gospel and the Apocalypse of John had been written 
by Cerinthus. He added that Hippolytus demonstrated that this was 
not true, since the doctrine of Cerinthus differed from that contained 
in the Johannine Books. According to Dionysius, who seems to quote 
Hippolytus, Cerinthus taught circumcision ; Cerinthus said in his letters 
that the Apostle Paul and his disciples were deceitful; he asserted 
that the world was created by angels and that the Lord was not born 


1 Cf. VII 27 13 and VI 21 3. See C. Schmidt - I. Wajnberg, Gesprdche Jesu mit seinen 
Jiingern nach der Auferstehung, in: Texte und Unters., XLITI, Leipzig 1919, p. 408: 
“Diese Notiz atmet ganz den Geist des Hippolyt, der in seiner Schrift den Nachweis 
fiihren will, dass die Haupter der gnostischen Haresie ihre Lehren der hellenistischen 
Philosophie entnommen haben. Dabei spielt auch die Weisheit der Agypter eine grosse 
Rolle. See also Bardy, o.c., p. 351. 
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of a virgin. Finally Cerinthus should have given instructions about 
“carnal food and drink’’.1 

From a late source we know that Hippolytus actually wrote a 
book “‘against Caius’’.2 This man Caius lived in Rome during the time 
of bishop Zephyrinus. It was then that Caius distributed a Dialogue 
in which he opposed the Montanist Proclus. This work was known 
to Eusebius.? Apparently it is from this work written by Caius that 
Kusebius is quoting when he says: “But Cerinthus also, by means of 
revelations, said to be written by a great apostle, brings before us 
miraculous things in a deceitful way, saying they were revealed to 
him by angels. And he says that after the resurrection the kingdom 
of Christ will be set up on earth, and that in Jerusalem the body will 
again serve as the instrument of desires and pleasures. And since he is 
an enemy of the divine Scriptures and sets out to deceive, he says 
that there will be a marriage feast lasting a thousand years’’.¢ 

This passage does not explicitly state that Caius ascribed the Apo- 
calypse of John to Cerinthus. He only speaks of apocalypses that were 
written by ‘‘a great Apostle’. But his references to the contents of this 
work make it almost certain that he is referring to the canonical A7po- 
calypse.® This means that Hippolytus really knew that Caiussupposed the 
Apocalypse to have been written by Cerinthus. We can explain this 
as an attempt made by the orthodox Caius to rob the Montanists, 
and particularly the Montanist Proclus, of any opportunity of adducing 
arguments in support of their ideas. 

However, we do not think that it was really Cerinthus’ ideas that 
caused him to be considered a Millenarian. The real reason was that 
Cerinthus was traditionally believed to be the main agitator in Asia 
Minor, and therefore any deviation from orthodox doctrine in that 
region, even Millenarianism, could be ascribed to him. In addition to 
this, it was known that Irenaeus had said that John called Cerinthus an 
“enemy of the truth’. This outburst could have been interpreted in the 
sense that John complained that Cerinthus’ writings had appeared 


1 Dionysius Bar-Salibi, in Apocalysim, Actus et Epistulas Catholicas, interpret. est 
I. Sedlatek, in: Corp. Script. Christ. Orient. Ser. sec., Tomus CI, Romae 1910, p. 1-2. 

2 According to Ebedjesu, see J. Quasten, Patrology II, Utrecht-Antwerp 1953, p. 197. 

3 Eusebius, hist. eccl. II 25 6 and VI 20 3, cf. Jerome, de vir. ill. LIX. 

4 III 28 2. 

5 Cf. Bardy, o.c., p. 356, n. 3: “Mais il est encore possible, que, dans le passage rapporté 
par Eusébe, Caius parle simplement dans son hypothése que l’Apocalypse est ]’ceuvre 
de Cérinthe”’. 
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under his name. This supposition might be corroborated by Caius who, 
paraphrasing Irenaeus’ remark, spoke of Cerinthus as the ‘‘enemy of 
the divine Scriptures’”’. 

We may conclude that Dionysius can be trusted when he says that 
Caius ascribed the Johannine Books to Cerinthus. It is also conceivable 
that Hippolytus pointed out that Cerinthus differed in his opinions 
from John and therefore could not have been the author of the Ao- 
calypse. However, we cannot agree that Hippolytus rendered the ideas 
of Cerinthus in the same way as we find them expressed by Dionysius, 
for these differ too much from the account in his Refutation, for which 
he appears to be dependent on Irenaeus, In particular, it is impossible 
to explain why Hippolytus accused Cerinthus of having taught cir- 
cumcision and having rejected Paul. These are ideas concerning Cerin- 
thus which cannot be found earlier than in Epiphanius. It 1s especially 
strange to read that Cerinthus “taught about carnal food and drink’. 
This is supposed to be a typically Millenarian notion. Hippolytus must 
have been trying to show that Cerinthus could not have been the 
author of the Apocalypse because of his different ideas. In this context 
we cannot expect him to point out that Cerinthus was a Millenarian ! 

For this reason we suppose that Dionysius is writing about Cerinthus’ 
doctrine in his own words. It is impossible to say whether he really 
knew exactly what Hippolytus said about Cerinthus. If he did, he 
obviously corrected it, in line with later views about him. 

For this reason we shall deal with Dionysius’ observations on the 
ideas of Cerinthus when we come to speak of Dionysius bar-Salibi. 


Pseudo-Tertullian 


Ps.-Tertullian, adv. omn. haer. 3, speaks of Cerinthus after dealing 
with Carpocrates. In this he agrees with Irenaeus and Hippolytus. 
He writes that Cerinthus taught a doctrine similar to that of Carpo- 
crates. The world was created by angels and Jesus was the son of 
Joseph. These are exactly the same notions we find in Irenaeus when 
he speaks of Carpocrates.? 

Ps.-Tertullian differs from earlier informants in saying that, accord- 
ing to Cerinthus the Law was given by angels. In this assertion Cerin- 
thus is in agreement with Basilides and Saturninus.? We point out 


- 17261. 
27 242 andI 24 4. 
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that Ps.-Tertullian does not identify the angels responsible for the 
Law with the angels who created the world. 

We do not believe that Ps.-Tertullian, or the source he used, possessed 
any more information about Cerinthus than his predecessors had had. 
He merely ascribed some ideas to Cerinthus which were supposedly 
held by Gnostics, mentioned by Irenaeus. We presume that Ps.-Ter- 
tullian gathered his information from different sources, which would 
explain, in particular, the fact that he does not mention any connection 
between the God of the Jews, who he says is an angel, and (one of) the 
angels who created the world. 

It is unnecessary to add that his mentioning the God of the Jews 
does not mean that Ps.-Tertullian is trying to prove that Cerinthus 
had Jewish sympathies or even that he can be called a Jewish Christian. 
On the contrary, it is quite obvious that Pseudo-Tertullian, even more 
than Irenaeus, describes Cerinthus as a Gnostic, ascribing to him 
Gnostic notions derived from Irenaeus’ description of well known 
Gnostic leaders. 


Eusebius 


The passage in Eusebius (hist. eccl. III 28) can be divided into four 
parts: an introduction, a quotation from Caius, a passage about Diony- 
slus and another passage from Irenaeus. 

After having dealt with the Ebionites whom he places in Apostolic 
times (III 27 1), he observes that it was about this time that Cerinthus 
appeared. He was called the leader of a sect. We do not think that Euse- 
bius wishes to establish anything more than a chronological link 
between the two groups. His point is that both heresies arose in a very 
early period of the Church. 

The passage about Caius has been noted in connection with Hippo- 
lytus. Eusebius says that, according to Cerinthus, Caius supposed 
apocalypses to have been written by “‘a great apostle”. 

The second part deals with Dionysius, a contemporary of Eusebius. 
He said that Cerinthus, according to ancient traditions, looked forward 
to an earthly kingdom. This does not mean that Dionysius was referring 
to an unknown tradition according to which Cerinthus was a Millenar- 
ian. Elsewhere Eusebius states that Dionysius Joined issue with a 
Millenarian called Nepos. In his refutation he refers to some of his 
predecessors who rejected both the Gospel of John and the Apocalypse, 


1 VII 241. 
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for which writings they held Cerinthus responsible.’ In this passage 
the name of Caius is not mentioned but we may accept that Dionysius 
remembered his anti-Montanist predecessor Caius who had said that 
Cerinthus was responsible for the Apocalypse.2 This means that all 
the information about Cerinthus being a Millenarian can be traced 
to one source: Caius. This tradition seems to have been persistent if 
we remember that Hippolytus obviously tried to stifle this ramour.® 

Finally, we find the well-known story, found in Irenaeus, about the 
encounter between John and Cerinthus in Ephesus (see also IV 14 6). 

This means that Eusebius depended on Caius, Dionysius and Irenaeus 
for his information about Cerinthus, who became known more and 
more widely as a Millenarian,‘ especially because of the passage in 
Eusebius. 


Epiphanius 


Epiphanius was the first to mention the name Cerinthian. Before 
him only the name Cerinthus is met with, although Eusebius, following 
Dionysius, mentions Cerinthus as being the leader of a sect.5 

At first Epiphanius appears to be dependent for his information 
on Ps.-Tertullian. Like him he asserts that Cerinthus is in agreement 
with Carpocrates in saying that Christ is the son of Joseph and Mary 
and that the world was created by angels. 

Epiphanius, however continues saying that Cerinthus partially held 
to Judaism, since Cerinthus said that the Law and the prophets have 
been given by angels and that the one who gave the Law is one of the 
angels who made the world (28 1 3). 


1 VII 25 2-3. 

2 Harnack, Gesch. der altchristl. Literatur I 2, p. 601: “aus Euseb. h.e. III, 28, 4, 
VII, 25, 1 sq. darf man vielleicht schliessen, dass Dionysius von Alex. den Dialog des 
Cajus gekannt hat’’. See also C. L. Feltoe, St. Dionysius of Alexandria, London - New York 
1918, p. 84. 

3 According to Dionysius bar-Salibi, see p. 5. 

4 See also Gennadius Massiliensis, de eccl. dogm. XXV (LY) and Nicephorus Callistus, 
hist. eccl. III 14 and VI, who depend on Eusebius. The same applies to Chronicon Ps.- 
Dionysianum vulgo Dictum I, interpr. J.-B. Chabot, in: C.S.C.O. 121, Lovanii 1949, 
and 91, Louvain 1953. Victorinus Poetovionensis, comm. in Apoc. XXI 3, seems to be 
the earliest writer dependent on Caius, but since we are dealing with the versio Hieronymt 
the passage may show Jerome’s words. 

5 Jil 28 1. 
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Although Epiphanius undoubtedly depends on Ps.-Tertullian, he 
introduces some alterations in his observations. Unlike Ps.-Tertullian, 
who only speaks of the Law, Epiphanius states that both the Law 
and the Prophets were given by angels. Next he identifies one of the 
angels who gave the Law with the creator of the world, in place of 
speaking about two different groups of angels. 

This passage is meant to say that Cerinthus, according to Epiphanius, 
favoured Judaism. We notice, however that the way in which Epiphan- 
ius corrected Ps.-Tertullian resulted, according to Irenaeus, in Basilides’ 
doctrine which is only meant to be anti-Judaic !! It is, however, not 
only from the rewritten tradition of Ps.-Tertullian that Epiphanius 
drew the conclusion that Cerinthus lived according to the Law. Before 
he deals with that part of Cerinthus’ teaching, he first quotes some 
remarks from Irenaeus (28 1 4-7). He follows Irenaeus in saying that 
Cerinthus lived in Asia and that the origin of his heresy is to be found 
in that region. According to Cerinthus, the supreme Power did not 
create the world, and Christ descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove. 
The identification of this dove with the Holy Spirit is a conclusion 
drawn by Epiphanius from the New Testament (Mark 1, 10 and parallel 
passages). 

Cerinthus’ Jewish tenets are, however, illustrated by three examples 
taken from the New Testament. Epiphanius writes that Cerinthus 
caused confusion in the Church of Antioch by saying that Gentile 
Christians should be circumcised (28 2 3, cf. Acts 14, 24). In this he 
differed from Peter, who did not circumcise Cornelius (28 2 4, cf. 
Acts 11,2). He says he set the Jews against Paul when he appeared 
in Jerusalem (28 4 1, cf. Acts 21, 28). 

Epiphanius was quite justified in wondering how anyone who 
accepted the idea that the Law had been given by angels could live 
according to the Law (28 2 1). He solved this difficulty by suggesting 
that Cerinthus propagated his ideas about the Law before he proclaimed 
his own doctrine in Asia (28 2 6).2 But how can we explain why Ephi- 
phanius felt himself obliged to describe Cerinthus primarily as a 


1 | 24 4-5, although Basilides identified the leader of the angels who created the world 
with the God of the Jews. 

2 Cf. Schmidt-Wajnberg, o.c., p. 411: ‘‘Danach hatte sich der Galilaer und Judaist 
Kerinth infolge seiner Ubersiedelung nach Kleinasien in einen doketischen Gnostiker 
verwandelt ...”. 
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Judaist and an opponent of Paul, who later on developped into a gnostic 
with his own doctrine in Asia ? 

If we bear in mind that Epiphanius took his testimonies from the 
New Testament we may be sure that he did not know any details about 
Cerinthus’ early preaching. He obviously knew little more than 
rumours about disagreements between Cerinthus and Paul. It is possible 
that all this may be explained by a tradition found in the Epistola 
Apostolorum written in the beginning of the second century. In this 
letter we find a warning against the “‘pseudo-apostles’, Simon and 
Cerinthus, who, it is said, will “go out into the world’. Apparently 
it was on the basis of this tradition that Epiphanius spoke about Cerin- 
thus as a “pseudo-apostle” (28 4 1). It was only a small step from this 
to identifying this pseudo-apostle with the pseudo-apostles we find 
in IT Cor. 11, 13, described as Paul’s opponents in Corinth (28 4 6). 

Basing this theory on two different traditions, Epiphanius suggested 
that Cerinthus began his preaching as a Judaist and at a later date 
developed his doctrine in Asia Minor (cf. 28 1 4, 28 2 6 and 28 8 2). 

After these more general observations we shall now consider the 
general content of Cerinthus’ preaching. In 28 5 1 Epiphanius writes 
that the Cerinthians used the Gospel of Matthew in part, and including 
the genealogy. This seems remarkably detailed information which 
requires further investigation. 

Epiphanius speaks several times about the Gospel of the Cerinthians. 
In 30 3 7 he writes that the Ebionites used the Gospel of Matthew, 
and he adds that the Cerinthians used the same Gospel. But, according 
to Epiphanius, the Ebionites gave their Gospel the name of “Gospel 
according to the Hebrews’. In 30 14 2 he writes that Cerinthus and 
Carpocrates used the same Gospel as the Ebionites. Moreover he tells 
his readers that the Cerinthians kept the genealogy because it proved 
that Jesus was the son of Joseph and Mary. The Ebionites, however, 
omitted it for the same reason.? 

Epiphanius evidently wishes to make it clear that the Cerinthians, 
the Ebionites and Carpocrates used the same Gospel, the Gospel of 
Matthew. Cerinthus and Carpocrates retained the genealogy and the 
Ebionites eliminated it. 


1 Epist. Apost., ed. Duensing, 1. (12.) and 7. (18.). 
2 Epiphanius, however, is convinced that both Cerinthians and Ebionites were refuted 
by Matthew concerning their conceptions about the birth of Jesus, see 51 5 6. 
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It is easy to understand why Epiphanius made a point of this omis- 
sion of the genealogy in the Gospel of the Ebionites, since he was ac- 
quainted with a Gospel which he supposed to be that used by the 
Ebionites and which did not contain the genealogy (30 13 1 and 6). 
But the notion that this Gospel is the same as that used by Cerinthus 
and Carpocrates derives from a passage in Irenaeus, who writes that 
the Ebionites have the same ideas as Cerinthus and Carpocrates and 
continues with the remark: “They use only the Gospel of Matthew”. 
Epiphanius supposed that Irenaeus was in this passage still speaking 
about the Ebionites, Cerinthus and Carpocrates. He knew that the 
Gospel which he ascribed to the Ebionites did not contain a genealogy, 
and he also knew that according to Cerinthus Jesus was the son of 
Joseph and Mary. Putting two and two together he concluded by 
assuming that the genealogy was contained in the Gospel used by Cerin- 
thus.? 

It is clear that Epiphanius believed that Cerinthus, being the 
“opponent of Paul’’, rejected this Apostle (28 5 3). 

However, some of his observations about Cerinthus are more difficult 
to explain. He writes that Cerinthus believed that Christ was crucified, 
but rejected belief in the resurrection (28 6 1). He taught that Christ’s 
resurrection would occur at the time of the general resurrection of 
the dead. Epiphanius refutes this notion with the help of 1 Cor. 15. 

Irenaeus wrote that, according to Cerinthus, Christ left Jesus before 
the Passion, and Jesus rose from the dead.? From this Epiphanius 
may have concluded that Christ would finally return. This idea would 
be all the more plausible if Epiphanius bore in mind Cerinthus’ supposed 
Millenarian ideas. 

This explanation is not quite convincing. In the first place, Epi- 
phanius does not distinguish between Christ and Jesus in his account 
of Cerinthus’ doctrine. He even speaks of “Christ who suffered and 
was crucified” (28 6 1). Secondly, in this chapter he does not speak 
about Cerinthus’ Millenarian ideas. In speaking about the Alogi, 
however, Epiphanius says that they accepted Cerinthus as the author 
of John’s Gospel, a theory which Epiphanius rejects because he 
believes that the Johannine Books and the Apocalypse were written 


1 J 262 
2 See Zahn, Gesch. des neutestamentl. Kanons II II, Erlangen-Leipzig 1892, p. 730, n. 1. 
31261. | 
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against Cerinthus (51 3 6, cf. 51 4 1 et seqq. and Filaster, div. her. l1b. 
LX). 

Furthermore, Epiphanius writes that Cerinthus had many followers 
in Galatia. From this region is supposed to come the tradition that 
some Cerinthians had themselves baptised vicariously for the dead. 
Once more Cerinthus is refuted by a reference to I Cor. 15. 

It is possible that Epiphanius had heard rumours about this type 
of baptism in Asia Minor, but we wonder whether it really was a 
practice traditionally associated with Cerinthians. It may be that 
this baptism was common among Montanists in Asia Minor.! Since 
Cerinthus was supposed to be the archheretic of Asia Minor it was 
customary to ascribe to him any abuse known to exist in that region.? 

Finally Epiphanius says that some people speak about Merinthians 
instead of Cerinthians (28 8 1). He does not know how to explain these 
two names. He supposes that Cerinthus was also known under the 
name Merinthus, or that a co-worker existed with this name. He seems 
to have taken this last possibility seriously because in 51 7 3 he writes 
that the Gospel of Luke also was written against Cerinthus and Merin- 
thus. In other passages too he mentions the two names separately.’ 
We might hazard the suggestion that in some testimonies about Cerin- 
thus the first letter of his name was spelt incorrectly. 

This all goes to show that Epiphanius tries to reconcile traditions 
about Cerinthus found in Pseudo-Tertullian and Irenaeus with others 
about Cerinthus the heretic known in Apostolic times. His work as 
a very early heretic is described with the help of extracts from the 
New Testament. It is not clear how Epiphanius came to know about 
Cerinthus’ peculiar ideas about Christ’s resurrection and baptism. 
It may be that these are ideas prevalent in Asia Minor which were 
ascribed to Cerinthus. 


1 According to Filaster, div. her. lib. XL. 

2 Bardy, o.c., p. 364, suggests that Epiphanius heard about this baptism in connection 
with the Marcionites in Asia Minor. See for this practice: M. Rissi, Die Taufe fiir die 
Toten, in: Abhand. z. Theol. des A.u.N.T. 42, Ziirich 1962. Since, however, Epiphanius 
continually refers to I Cor. 15 speaking about Cerinthus’ ideas on the resurrection and 
baptism we might suggest that it is from the contents of this chapter only that he arrived 
at the notion of these so-called Cerinthian characteristics. 

3 He speaks about Cerinthus and Merinthus also in 31 2 1 and about Cerinthians 
and Merinthians in Ancoratus 13,3 and Panarion 69 23 1. 

4 See Bardy, o.c., p. 363. 
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Anacephalaiosis} 


In this source the dependency on Epiphanius is evident in the obser- 
vation that the name Merinthus is found alongside the name Cerinthus. 
We find here both the Gnostic element (the world was created by angels) 
and the Jewish element (circumcision). It is not impossible that remarks 
about Cerinthus’ Christology, according to which Jesus became 
Christ “progressively”, were taken from passages about the Ebionites?. 

We may conclude that the Anacephalavosis attempted to describe 
the Cerinthians as Jewish Christians.® 


Jerome 


In adv. Luc. 23 Jerome mentions a number of heretics in this order: 
Saturnilus, the Ophites, the Cainites, the Sethians, Carpocrates, Cerin- 
thus and his successor Ebion. This order and the way in which Cerinthus 
and Ebion are shown in relation to each other show a dependence on 
Pseudo-Tertullian. 

There are three other passages in which Jerome speaks about Cerin- 
thus. In epost. CVII 13 he observes that Cerinthus was cursed by the 
Fathers because he connected the Law with the Gospel. From the 
Prefatio to Matthew we learn that Cerinthus and Ebion are considered 
to be heretics denying that ‘“‘Christ came in the flesh’”’, an idea which, 
according to Jerome, was refuted by John the Evangelist. In de wir. all. 
IX we once more read that John wrote against Cerinthus. He remarks 
that he acted at the request of the bishops of Asia. Jerome goes on 
to say that John also wrote against the doctrine of the Ebionites which 
stated that Christ had not existed before Mary.* Otherwise it appears 


1 The Anacephalaiosis is considered to be a later addition to Epiphanius’ work, 
see Bardenhewer, Gesch. der altchr. Int. III, p. 299. This was made before the year 
428 since it was used by Augustine, adv. haer. 

2 See Epiphanius 30 18 5 and Eusebius III 27 2. 

3 Depending on the Anacephalaiosis are: John Damascene, de haer. 8, and Theodor 
bar-Khonai. In his second remark on Cerinthus Theodor also used Eusebius. His idea 
that Cerinthus was a Jew from Corinth is interesting and might have been concluded 
from Epiphanius’ remarks on Cerinthus being Paul’s opponent in that city. 

4 The idea that John wrote against Cerinthus can already be found in Irenaeus 
IIT 11 1. In Canon Muratori it is said that John wrote his Gospel at the request of the 
other disciples and bishops. Victorinus Poetovionensis, comm. in Apoc. XXI 3 combines 
these two statements saying that John wrote against Valentinus, Cerinthus and Ebion 
because “‘all bishops’’ forced him to draw up a testimony. Since this is found in the 
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that Jerome was not acquainted with any specifically Cerinthian belief. 
He is described, together with Ebion, as a Jewish Christian who 
denied that Jesus had come in the flesh. This means that Jerome did 
not know anything more about Cerinthus than that he was Ebion’s 
predecessor. For Jerome this was sufficient reason to describe him as 
holding the Ebionite doctrine. 


Filaster 


Filaster agrees with Pseudo-Tertullian when he describes Cerinthus 
as being closely akin to Carpocrates in their conceptions of the birth 
of Jesus and the creation of the world by angels. However, since he 
follows Epiphanius in the order in which he makes these observations, 
we can see that he is dependent on this source. This is proved also by 
the fact that he asserts that Cerinthus gave “partial” assent to the 
Law. This may be compared with Epiphanius’ assertion that Cerinthus 
adhered to Judaism “partially’’. Filaster offers further proof by saying 
that according to Cerinthus the Law was given by God. 

Filaster suggests that there is no connection between the angels 
who created the world and God who gave the Law. This is the logical 
conclusion of a development which started with Pseudo-Tertullian. 
He speaks about angels who created the world and other angels who 
gave the Law. Epiphanius states that, according to Cerinthus, the world 
was created by one of the angels who gave the Law. For this reason 
he wondered why Cerinthus attached so much significance to the 
Law. This difficulty was removed by Filaster stating that Cerinthus 
believed it was God who gave the Law. Although this meant that the 
creators of the world had no connection with the Giver of the Law, 


versto Hieronymt the passage may be of Jerome’s hand. Jerome himself writes that John 
was asked by the bishops of Asia. It seems that the sentence about Jesus and Mary 
applies to the Ebionites only, but it was supposed to be a Cerinthian doctrine also 
at a later date, see Hilarius Arelatensis and Pseudo-Augustine. The tradition can also 
be found in Jerome, in Matth., praef. and epist. 69 2 3. The Monarchian Prologues 
are obviously dependent on Jerome, de vir. tll. IX, but they add that all this happened 
after the death of Domitian and John’s return from exile. From the Monarchian Pro- 
logues seem to be dependent Primasius and Pseudo-Augustine. All later writers like 
Rupertus Tuitiensis, Commentaria in Evangelium Sancti Johannis, ed. R. Hacke, in: 
Corp. Christ., Contin. Mediaev. IX, Turnholti 1969, from the year 1115 are dependent 
on Jerome, praef. in Matth. and de vir. ill. IX ,see 111,11 14, IT 2 12, IV 3 33, IV 3 34, 
VI 6 47, VIII 8 31-32, X 11 26b-27, XI 13 2-5, XI 13 23, XI 14 9, XI 15 4, XIT 16 28. 
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nevertheless it gave him an opportunity to explain why the Cerinthians 
were supposed to obey the Law, albeit only “partially”’. 

Filaster writes that Cerinthus taught circumcision and kept the 
Sabbath. He agrees with Epiphanius in saying that, according to 
Cerinthus, Christ did not rise from the dead but will be raised at the 
general resurrection, and that Paul is rejected. He borrows from Epi- 
phanius also the remark that Cerinthus raised the question about whe- 
ther Christians should be circumcised. 

Three remarks cannot be traced to Epiphanius. In the first place 
he says that Cerinthus should honour Judas; in the second place he 
says that Cerinthus accepts the Gospel of Matthew but rejects the other 
three, together with the Acts. Finally, he says that Cerinthus blas- 
phemes the holy martyrs. 

The remarks about Judas and the martyrs! express ideas known to 
be held by the Gnostics. If Filaster is depending on some other source 
when he speaks of Cerinthus, this must have been an earlier one dating 
from a time when Cerinthus was still supposed to hold Gnostic beliefs.? 
The remarks about the Gospels and the Acts may have been made 
under the influence of Epiphanius, who wrote that Cerinthus used 
the Gospel of Matthew and that in the Acts one can find mention 
of Cerinthus’ opposition to Paul. 


Pseudo-Hieronymus 


Bardy demonstrated that Pseudo-Hieronymus depends on Pseudo- 
Tertullian and was used as a source by Augustine in his de haer. For 
this reason the work was dated in the end of the fourth or the beginning 
of the fifth century.? Pseudo-Hieronymus, zndic. de haer. X, did not 
influence Augustine but the author obviously used the information 
given by Pseudo-Tertullian. Here it is said that Cerinthus taught 


1 Schmidt- Wajnberg, o.c., p. 419, suggests that by the “‘holy martyrs’? are meant 
the apostles Peter and Paul, but this is unacceptable. 

2 The veneration of Judas can be found among the Cainites, see Irenaeus I 31 1, 
Pseudo-Tertullian 7, Filaster II and Epiphanius 38 7 6. Basilides, see Irenaeus I 24 4, 
Origen, in Matth. XXV, comm. Ser. 38 and Marcion, see Tertullian, de fuga in pers. 9, are 
said to blaspheme the martyrs. The supposition about Cerinthus’ blaspheming the mar- 
tyts may have arisen from a passage in Epiphanius 28 6 2, where it is said that I Cor. 15, 
32 was directed against Ccrinthus. 

3 See G. Bardy, L’“‘Indiculus de Haeresibus’’ du Pseudo-Jérome, in: Rech. de Science 
Religieuse 19 1929, p. 385-405. 
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similar things as Caropcrates and that Ebion succeeded Cerinthus. 
This explains the first sentence in Pseudo-Hieronymus. The idea that 
it is sufficient for a follower of Jesus to be like his master or doctor 
can be compared with Pseudo-Tertullian, though the last author alludes 
to Matthew 10,24 and Pseudo-Hieronymus to Matthew 10,25. 

Pseudo-Hieronymus cannot be explained by Pseudo-Tertullian only. 
Apart from this source he also appears to depend on Filaster. From 
him he concluded that Cerinthus was a Jewish-Christian. The same 
author is responsible for the remark on the custom of circumcision 
and the observation of the sabbath. The idea that Christ possessed 
a prophetic spirit can be explained by Filaster saying that Christ 
is like all prophets (XX XVII). 

It is peculiar that Pseudo-Hieronymus writes that Christ will judge 
the quick and the dead. We may suggest that this remark has something 
to do with the idea — first mentioned by Epiphanius and taken over 
by Filaster in XXXVI — that Christ did not rise from the dead but 
will rise at the end of time. 

From this we may conclude that Pseudo-Hieronymus gives a free 
rendering of information given by Pseudo-Tertullian and Filaster.} 


Augustine 


In haer. 8, the only passage in which Augustine speaks of the Cerinth- 
ians, he appears to be dependent on Epiphanius.? This is obvious 
from his remark that the Cerinthians are also called Merinthians. 
He also says that Cerinthus did not believe that Jesus rose from the 
dead. According to Augustine, Cerinthus observed similar precepts 
of the Law, besides circumcision. He agrees with Filaster that Cerinthus 
kept the Sabbath, but this does not mean that he is dependent on this 
author. 

Augustine does not repeat the suggestion that Christ was with 
Jesus only for a time. The information taken from Epiphanius is 
completed with Eusebius’ remarks? on Cerinthus’ Millenarian beliefs. 


1 Bardy denied the influence of Filaster but he did not go into chapter X. 

2 See B. Altaner, Augustinus und Epiphanius von Salamis. Eine quellenkritische 
Studie, in: Mélanges Joseph de Ghellinck, Museum Lessianum - Section historique, 
No. 13, Gembloux 1951, Tome I: Antiquité, p. 265-295. 

3 See hist. eccl. III 28 2. 

4 Dependent on Augustine are: Isidorus of Seville, de haer. ub. IX, etym. lib. VIII VI 
8 and Quaest. in Vet. Test. in Lev. XI 7, Honorius Augustodunensis, de haer. 4b. XXIII, 
and Paulus, de haer. lub. IV. 
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Praedestinatus 


Like Augustine, the author of Praedestinatus calls the doctrine of 
the Cerinthians the eighth heresy, but he differs from Augustine in 
saying that the Cerinthians took the Law “literally”. Nothing is said 
about Cerinthus’ Millenarian ideas. He asserts that Paul wrote against 
the Cerinthians in his Letter to the Galatians. He may have drawn 
this conclusion from Epiphanius’ reference to Cerinthus agitating 
in Galatia,! but it may also be that he was influenced by Epiphanius’ 
remark about Cerinthus’ observance of the Jewish Law. 


T heodoret 


Theodoret writes about the Ebionites, Nazoraeans and Cerinthians 
in this order, thus deviating from other lists in which Cerinthus usually 
precedes Ebion. In this, however, he shows the influence of Eusebius. 
The beginning of the passage about Cerinthus 1s also taken from Euse- 
bius. Next comes a passage partially borrowed from Irenaeus in which 
he says that Cerinthus preached in Asia, and then another passage 
partly borrowed from Hippolytus concerning his Egyptian background. 
From Eusebius comes the information that Cerinthus called his follow- 
ers after his own name. Theodoret once more shows his dependence 
on Irenaeus and Hippolytus when he speaks of Cerinthus’ ideas about 
the Creation, and on Irenaeus alone when he deals with Cerinthus’ 
Christology. Theodoret writes that his Christology is about the same 
as that of the Hebrews.? This may be a conclusion drawn from Hippo- 
lytus’ statement that Ebion’s Christology is the same as that of Cerin- 
thus (and Carpocrates). Like Hippolytus, Theodoret had nothing to 
say about the resurrection of Jesus.® 

He proceeds to deal with Cerinthus’ Millenarian ideas, and in this 
he is in agreement with Eusebius. Theodoret himself is responsible 
for the remark that Cerinthus taught “‘about certain horrors’, but 
this is a reference to Cerinthus’ supposed Millenarian ideas. 

Finally, in words borrowed from Irenaeus, he speaks about the 
meeting between John the apostle and Cerinthus in the bathhouse 
at Ephesus, 


1 With regard to the Elkesaites Praedestinatus writes that he depends on Epiphanius. 
2 This means that Jesus is the son of Joseph and Mary, see also haer. fab. V 11. 
3 See Hippolytus, Ref. X 21. 
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Timothy 


It is clear that Timothy, de recept. haer. (c. 28 C- 29 A), depends 
mostly on Eusebius, and also on Epiphanius. It is noteworthy that 
Timothy observes that “others” say that Cerinthus was an Ebionite, 
but it is not clear to whom he is referring. But it appears also from 
the other sources known to us that Cerinthus is taking shape as a 
clearcut Jewish Christian. 


Dionysius bar-Salobs 


We have already said that Dionysius, after quoting from Hippolytus, 
goes on to inform his readers in his own words about the doctrine of 
Cerinthus.: He is clearly dependent on Epiphanius. This explains 
why he writes that Cerinthus calls Paul and his disciples “‘deceitful 
labourers” in his Letters. This is no more than a careless reference 
to Epiphanius’ remark that Paul, in II Cor. 11, 13 was referring to 
Cerinthus when he spoke about “deceithful labourers’. 

Otherwise Dionysius makes only a few random remarks about Cerin- 
thus. What he has to say about the Creation and the birth of Jesus 
shows some resemblance to the views of Pseudo-Tertullian, but the 
reference to Millenarianism owes its origin to Eusebius. 


Conclusion 


Irenaeus and Hippolytus, who depends on Irenaeus, describe Cerin- 
thus as a Gnostic. We do not know what source Irenaeus used for this 
assertion but it is possible that he knew no more than that Cerinthus 
was a heretic operating in Asia. 

Pseudo-Tertullian does not alter this description but completes it 
with other Gnostic traits, especially those drawn from traditional 
beliefs about Carpocrates. 

It is noteworthy that Caius speaks of Cerinthus as a Millenarian. 
This assertion is based upon his supposed Asian background, which 
in itself was sufficient reason for ascribing to him all Asian heretical 
phenomena. 

Epiphanius describes Cerinthus as a heretic living in the earliest 
times of the Church. He calls him Paul’s main opponent. Observations 


1 See p. 4-6. 
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about Cerinthus’ Judaistic tendencies were based on data taken from 
Paul’s Letters. Theodoret still describes Cerinthus as a Gnostic, but 
later authors describe him as a Judaist, though some of them admit 
that he taught that the world was created by angels. 

This means that no author knows of any other historical traditions 
about Cerinthus, apart from those which describe him as a heretic 
living in Asia during the Apostolic period. The idea that he was a 
“‘Judaistic-Millenarian-Gnostic”, and any conclusion drawn from this 
supposition regarding the origin or development of Gnosticism, has 
no historical value.1 These notions about Cerinthus are the inventions 
of early Christian authors. 
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Irenaeus 


Trenaeus writes that the Ebionites differed from Cerinthus in saying 
that the world was created by God (adv. Haer. I 26 2). The reference 
to Jesus is limited to one sentence which causes some difficulty. The 
manuscripts say that the Ebionites did not hold the same opinion 
(non svmilater) with regard to the Lord as Cerinthus and Carpocrates. 

The reading (non simuliter) is difficult to accept as original, for two 
reasons. If there is a divergence between Cerinthus and the Ebionites, 
why does Irenaeus not discuss this? Moreover, Hippolytus, who quotes 
from Irenaeus in his reference to the Ebionites, omits the word non. 
For this reason many scholars omit the word non also in the text of 
Trenaeus.? 


1 This is the idea of B. Reicke, Diakonie, Festfreude und Zelos, in: Uppsala Univer- 
sitets Arsskrift 1951: 5, Uppsala 1951, p. 283-287, and J. Daniélou, Théologie ..., p. 80-81. 
A. Wurn, Kerinth - ein Gnostiker oder Judaist ?, in: Theol. Quartalschr. 87 1904, p. 20-38, 
tried to describe Cerinthus as a Judaist, but already J. Kunze De Historia Gnosticisms 
Fontibus, Lipsiae 1894, p. 65-66, showed that Epiphanius is responsible for this picture. 
This is accepted by Schoeps, Theologie ..., p. 20, W. Bauer, s.v. Cerinth, in: Rel. tn 
Gesch. und Gegenw. I8, c. 1632, and E. Meyer, Ursprung und Anfdnge des Christentums 
III, Stuttgart-Berlin 1923, p. 626, n. 2. An example of the uncritical use of sources 
is H. Schlier’s description of ‘“‘die Anhanger des Kerinth”’ (the same applies to that of 
“die Anhanger des ‘Elchasai’”’), in: Der Brief an die Galater, in: krit.-exeget. Komm. 
u.d.N.T., Gottingen 196212, p. 23-24. 

2 Apart from the manuscripts Eusebius and Theodoret also appear to have read 
non simtliter, see p. 26 and p. 12. 


20 EBIONITES 


Nevertheless, we wish to adduce some arguments for retaining this 
word. First of all one must realise that in this part of his book against 
heresies Irenaeus is primarily interested not in doctrines about Christ 
but in ideas about God. Therefore there is no reason for him to go into 
details about the Christological beliefs of the Ebionites. Secondly, 
we notice a divergence of opinion between the opinions of Cerinthus 
and Carpocrates,? on the one hand, and the Ebionites on the other, 
in passages dealing with the doctrine about Jesus. From these passages 
it appears that according to the Ebionites Jesus was the son of Joseph 
and Mary (III 21 1), but nothing is said about Christ descending on 
Jesus. For this reason Irenaeus writes that the Ebionites cannot be 
saved because they do not accept that God became man (IV 33 4 and 
V 1 3). They also, with Theodotion and Aquila, read the word vedus 
in Is. 7, 14 (IIT 21 1).? 

The passage III 11 7 makes it quite clear that Cerinthus and the 
Ebionites differ in their beliefs about Christ. Here it is said that the 
Ebionites prefer the Gospel of Matthew, but “Those again who distin- 
guish between Jesus and Christ and say that Christ cannot suffer 
but that only Jesus suffered” prefer Mark. And by “those” Irenaeus 
obviously meant Cerinthus and Carpocrates.® 

This seems to prove that we may retain the reading non similiter. 
Those however who prefer to delete the word non can explain this 
passage only by pointing to the rejection of the Virgin Birth by both 
Cerinthus and the Ebionites. 

Irenacus makes other observations about the Ebionites without 
any commentary. He writes that they use only the Gospel of Matthew 
and that they repudiate Paul (cf. III 15 1) because he abandoned the 
Law. They explain the prophets curtostus, which means “carefully” 
or “diligently” not “in a remarkable way’’.4 They have themselves 
circumcised and follow a Jewish way of life. Finally, it is said that 
they honour Jerusalem as the house of God and face towards Jerusalem 
when they pray.® From V 1 3 one might conclude that they celebrate 
the Eucharist with water.® 


1 See I 25 1 and I 26 1. 

2 See Schmidt-Wainberg, 0.c., p. 403-405, who reject the word non. 

3 See p. 3. 

4 Contrary to Schoeps, Theologie ..., p. 159. 

5 See Schoeps, Theologie ..., p. 141. The practice is also available in Epiphanius’ 
description of the Elkesaites 19 3 5. 

6 The passage speaks about the Virgin Birth. And in this connection he speaks of 
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Tertullian 


According to Tertullian Ebion taught that Jesus was a mere man 
(de carne Christi). Tertullian is the first writer to mention the proper 
name Ebion who taught a false doctrine comparable to that of Valen- 
tinus and Marcion (de praescr. XX XIIT 3-5 and 11). Tertullian tends 
to speak of Ebion’s doctrine as having already been rejected in the 
New Testament. According to him John wrote his Letter against those 
who denied that Jesus was the son of God, as Ebion ‘“‘maintained”’ 
(de praescr. XXXIII 11). He also thinks that John 1,14 was written 
with Ebion in view (de carne Chr. 24). The rejection of the Virgin 
Birth was already refuted by Paul in Gal. 4, 4 (de virg. vel.). In the same 
Epistle Paul dealt with the question of the significance of the Law 
(de praescr. XX XIII 3-5). | 

From these passages one may not conclude that Tertullian wishes 
to state that John and Paul were referring to Ebion. He merely 
wishes to state that Ebion’s doctrine had already been rejected in 
the days of the Apostles. However, his readers could not be blamed 
for concluding that Ebion was already proclaiming his beliefs in the 
time of John and Paul. 

All this does not prove that Tertullian shows any special knowledge 
of the Ebionites. He says little more than that Ebion rejects the Virgin 
Birth and lives according to the Law. Only one passage demands 
special attention: in de carne Chr. 14 it is suggested that Christ assumed 
an angel’s form. Tertullian cannot agree. He points to Psalm 8 where 
it is said that Christ is both lower than the angels and also higher, 
since he is the spirit of God. He goes on to say: Poterit haec opinio 
Hebiont convenire qui nudum hominem et tantum ex semine David, 
ad est non et det filium constiturt Tesum. 

This passage has been taken as a proof that Tertullian wishes to 
show that Ebion considered Jesus to be an angel.! But this conclusion 
cannot be accepted. Tertullian merely intends to say that it might 
have been convenient for Ebion if Jesus had been an angel (poterit 
haec opinio Hebions convenire). But, according to Tertullian, this is 


commixtionem vini caelestis, el solam aquam saecularem volunt esse, see Schoeps, T'heo- 
logie ..., p. 194, n. 3. 

1 This is the opinion of M. Werner, Die Entstehung des christl. Dogmas, Bern 1954?, 
p. 331-332, and Schoeps, T'heologie, ... p. 463, but see also W. Michaelis, Die Engel- 
christologie, Base! 1942, p. 148-153. 
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not because he wishes him to be superior to man, for he accepts him 
as a mere man (nudus homo). The real reason why he would like to 
consider him an angel is that in that case he would have been able 
to say that Jesus was a prophet, because Zachariah said that “‘an angel 
talked in him’’.! 

The whole passage is based on a suggestion made by Tertullian, 
who obviously started from his knowledge that Ebion wished to 
prove that Jesus was a prophet. Tertullian says that this could be 
proved with reference to Zach. 1, 14, provided one accepts that Christ 
had assumed the nature of an angel. 

This means that Ebion did not use Zach. 1, 14 in order to prove 
his ideas, that he did not say that Jesus was an angel, and that he only 
spoke of Jesus as a prophet. 


Hippolytus 


Hippolytus appears to be dependent on Irenaeus at the beginning 
of both passages dealing with the Ebionites, Refut. VII 34 and X 22. 
But, in disagreement with the manuscripts with the text of Irenaeus, 
Hippolytus understands that the Christological conceptions of Carpo- 
crates, Cerinthus and the Ebionites were the same (similiter). This 
enables us to explain why Hippolytus, supplementing Irenaeus, writes 
that Christ was justified by the Law, which had not been fulfilled 
by anyone before him. For Irenaeus says that Cerinthus believed 
that Christ surpassed all others in righteousness, knowledge and wis- 
dom.? 

Because of his righteousness Jesus was called Jesus the Christ at 
a later stage in his life. Nevertheless, Hippolytus is careful to insist 
that, according to the Ebionites, Jesus, even after becoming Christ, 
remained man. This again agrees with what Irenaeus says about the 
Ebionites. Jesus’ humanity is emphasised by his saying that everyone 
who fulfilled the Law could also be called Christ.8 

We see that Hippolytus omits all other information to be found in 
Irenaeus. He only says that the Ebionites lived according to the Mosaic 
Law. This means that Hippolytus confines his remarks about the 


1 Zach. 1, 14. J. Barbel, Christos Angelos, in: Theophaneia 3, Bonn 1941, p. 386, 
only writes: “In Christus wohnt ein Engel wie in den Propheten (Ebion)”. 

21261. 

3 The same in Carpocrates, in Irenaeus I 25 1. 
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Ebionites to a description of their Christology. In this he was influenced 
by his belief that their Christology agreed with that of Carpocrates 
and Cerinthus. 

In conclusion we may say that Hippolytus gives us no more informa- 
tion about the Ebionites than does Irenaeus. But he shows a tendency 
to accept a closer relationship between Cerinthus and the Ebionites. 
In VII 35 he even writes that they belonged to the same school of 
thought. With Tertullian he considers that Ebion was a historical 
person. 


Pseudo-Tertullian 


Pseudo-Tertullian writes that Ebion was Cerinthus’ successor. We 
do not believe that in saying this Ps.-Tertullian differs from his prede- 
cessors. His assertion can easily be explained by the way in which 
Irenaeus and Hippolytus write about the relation between Cerinthus 
and Ebion. 

Nothing is said about Ebion’s Christology; obviously because Iren- 
aeus was reticent about his Christological beliefs. 

Finally, Ps.-Tertullian emphasises Ebion’s adherence to Judaism. 
As an argument for this way of life the Ebionites were supposed to 
have referred to the passage in Matth. 10, 24.2 

We may conclude that Ps.-Tertullian does not give any new infor- 
mation about the Ebionites. We need not believe that he used any 
other sources than Irenaeus and Hippolytus, Ref. X 22. 


Origen 


According to Origen the Ebionites were Jews who believed in Jesus. 
They quote the words of Jesus when he said that he was sent to the 
lost sheep of the house Israel only (de Princ. IV 3 8, cf. Matth. 10, 6). 


1 Hippolytus writes that Theodotus of Byzantine is a disciple of Ebion and Cerinthus, 
Ref. VII 35 (cf. X 23). Although Theodotus is often mentioned among the heretics, he is 
usually associated with Ebion. 

8 The text reads: nemo discipulus super magistrum, nec servus super dominum. Epip- 
hanius 28 5 1 writes that in the Gospel of Matthew used by the Cerinthians was found 
a similar passage taken from Matthew 10, 25: dpxerov 7 pabnrH iva yevyta ws 6 Stddc- 
xalos. However in 30 26 2 and 30 33 4 (cf. also 7) the same passage is said to be used by 
the Ebionites to defend the practice of circumcision. Finally it is met in Pseudo Hieron- 
ymus, indic. de haer. X. See also A. Resch, Aussercanontsche Paralleltexte zu den Evan- 
gelien III: Paralleltexte zu Lucas, Leipzig 1895) p. 100-101. 
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Moreover we find some remarks which are already to be found in 
Irenaeus: the rejection of the Virgin Birth (Ep. ad. Tit., Hom. XVII 
in Luc.), a life according to the Law (Ep. ad Rom. III 11, contra Cels. 
II 1 and wn Matth. XVI 12), the obligation to be circumcised (Hom. 
III 5 «wn Gen.) and the distinction between clean and unclean food 
(in Matth. XI 12). They also reject Paul (Hom. XIX 12 in Jer. and 
contra Cels. V 65). 

Their Jewish way of life is also shown by their celebrating Easter 
on the same day as the Jews and with unleavened bread. According 
to Origin they tried to justify this practice by insisting that they were 
imitatores Christi (in Matth. comm. ser. 79). This is interesting because 
we encountered the same argument in Pseudo-Tertullian in connection 
with their obedience to the Law.! 

It is noteworthy that Origen writes about two groups of Ebonites: 
one group believing in the Virgin Birth and the other rejecting this 
doctrine (contra Cels. V 61, cf. V 65, see also an Matth. XVI 12). One 
might suppose that he is speaking about Jewish Christians within and 
outside the Church.? Although Origen knew of Jewish Christians within 
the Church (Hom. X 2 in Lev.) it is hazardous to accept this supposition 
without further evidence. 

Origen seems to know the original significance of the name “Ebion- 
ite”. He writes that this word refers to their poverty, but he explains 
it as a reference to their poverty of understanding (de Princ. IV 38, 
contra Cels. II 1, in Matth. XVI 12 and Hom. III 5 in Gen.).8 

In a few passages Origen quotes a ‘‘Gospel according to the Hebrews” 
(in Joh. II 12, Hom. XV 4 an Jer., cf. in Matth. XV 14), but he never 
associates this Gospel with the Ebionites. This is significant. It may 
be an indication that Origen did not know that this Gospel was used 
by the Ebionites because he had no personal knowledge of this group. 
But it is also possible that the “Gospel of the Hebrews” really belonged 
to another group. If this were true, one might suppose that it was the 
Gospel of the original Jewish-Christian section of the Egyptian Church 
of which the Gentile Christians, using the Gospel of the Egyptians, 
formed the other half. 


1 With the words of Matth. 10, 24, see previous note. 

2 Cf. Schoeps, Theologie ..., p. 16: “‘... judenchristlichen Konventikel ... die im gross- 
kirchlichen Verband verblieben sind”. 

3 Origen also knows the proper name Ebion: Ep. ad Rom. III 11. 
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This second supposition could be corroborated by the contents of 
the Gospel of the Hebrews which speaks of the holy Spirit begetting 
Jesus in a way which differs from the simple Ebionite belief that 
Jesus was the son of Joseph and Mary.! 

If this is true it can also explain Origen’s observation about the 
two Ebionite groups. We may suggest that some of the original Egypt- 
ian Jewish-Christians joined the Ebionite sect and that they introduced 
some ideas about the birth of Jesus that were taken from the “Gospel 
of the Hebrews” and which Origen interpreted as proof of their belief 
in the Virgin Birth. 

We thus conclude that it would not be wise to ascribe the ‘Gospel 
of the Hebrews” to the Ebionites. 


Eusebius 


In his hist. eccl. III 27 Eusebius devotes a whole chapter to the 
Ebionites. He agrees with Origen in saying that they owe their name 
to their poverty of understanding and their meagre notions about 
Christ. He clearly depends on Hippolytus when he says that for them 
Christ was a mere man, born of Mary and justified by his progress 
in virtue.2 The Ebionites lived according to the Law because they 
wished to follow Christ. 

Then Eusebius proceeds to write about a second group who believed 
in the Virgin Birth. This division into groups was taken from Origen. 
We note that Eusebius is much more detailed in his reference to the 
two groups, as is seen in his remark that the second group, who believe 
in the Virgin Birth, reject the pre-existence of Christ. 

This detail is not necessarily the result of special knowledge. It 
was certainly added because Origen writes in his Epist. ad Titum about 
the Ebionites, Valentinians and Monarchians qui primogenitum eum 
negant.s We doubt, however, whether this assertion applies also to 
the Ebionites, according to Origen. 


1 See Jerome, in Hs. 11, 2, and Vielhauer, in: Hennecke-Schneemelcher, Neutestamente 
liche Apokryphen, p. 107. 

2 See Hippolytus, Ref. VII 34. 

3 Thus A. Schmidtke, Neue Fragmente zu den judenchristlichen Evangelien, in: Texte 
u. Unters. 37, Leipzig 1911, p. 144. Cf. also tn Matth. XVI 12. Origen writes that Jesus 
was not accepted as Word and Wisdom. The same in Eusebius III 27 3 and also Pseudo- 
Ignatius. 
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In the description of the second group we meet with all kinds of 
ideas which can be traced back to Irenaeus’ description of the Ebionites 
in general: they live according to the Law, they use the “Gospel of 
the Hebrews’, they keep the Sabbath (and Sunday) and they observe 
other Jewish customs. 

The reason why Eusebius ascribes the typical Ebionite conceptions 
to this second group is to be found in the way he must have interpreted 
Irenaeus. Irenaeus wrote that the Ebionites did not hold the same belief 
about Jesus as the Cerinthians. The Cerinthians believed that Jesus 
“was not born of a virgin’’, according to Irenaeus. Eusebius therefore 
concluded that for this reason Irenaeus wrote about Ebionites who 
did accept the Virgin Birth !! 

This supposition also explains why Eusebius uses words taken from 
Hippolytus when he speaks about the group that rejected the Virgin 
Birth. For it was Hippolytus who, in opposition to Irenaeus, wrote 
about the similarity between Ebionites, Cerinthians and Carpocratians 
with regard to their ideas about Christ. This means that Eusebius 
concluded that Irenaeus and Hippolytus were referring to two different 
kinds of Ebionites. 

Concerning the second group Eusebius remarks that they used 
the ‘‘Gospel of the Hebrews’’, to the exclusion of the others. 

In connection with this passage we may point to three statements. 
In hast. eccl. III 25 5 the “Gospel of the Hebrews’ is said to be used 
“especially by the Hebrews who accepted Christ”. In this passage also 
it seems that Eusebius wishes to state that the “Gospel of the 
Hebrews” is not used to the exclusion of other Gospels. It is significant 
that he does not attribute the Gospel to the Ebionites ! Next we notice 
that Eusebius differs from Irenaeus who said that the Ebionites used 
the Gospel of Matthew. Finally, Eusebius differs from Origen who 
wrote about the ‘Gospel of the Hebrews” but did not associate it 
with the Ebionites. 

We conclude that Eusebius is trying to reconcile different traditions 
about the “Gospel of the Hebrews’. He obviously concluded from 
Origen’s account that the Ebionites used this book. 

We reject the idea that Eusebius had any personal knowledge about 
the contents of this Gospel. Of their contents he knows only that Papias 
knew a story that can also be found in the “Gospel of the Hebrews” 
(hast. eccl. III 39 17).2 


1 See Schmidtke, o.c., p. 145-147. 
2 Since Eusebius stated that the second group did not believe in the pré-existence 
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But Eusebius seems to have been better informed about a Gospel 
in Syriac or Aramaic. In his Theophany he says that a Gospel in the 
Hebrew language exists among the Jews. Elsewhere he speaks of a 
Gospel in the Hebrew language that has come into his hands.! We may 
identify this Gospel with the one from which Hegesippus quotes.? 

This means that Eusebius speaks about two Gospels: the Gospel 
of the Hebrews and a Gospel written in Syriac or Aramaic. The former, 
written in Greek, seems to have been unknown to him. From the 
passages quoted by Origen he concluded that it was used by the Ebioni- 
tes. He was probably acquainted with the second of these two Gospels. 
He said it was used by Jews who believed in Christ, but not by any 
particular sect.? 

Next we find some scattered remarks about Jewish Christians. 
When we come to Symmachus we shall deal with the passage in which 
he speaks of Symmachus being a Jewish Christian‘. 

Eusebius suggests that the Ebionites were already denounced in 
Apostolic times.5 He also writes that relatives of Jesus lived in Nazareth 
and Kochaba.é In his Onomasticon he writes that in Chooba, apparently 
identical with Kochaba, the Ebionites found a home.? From this 
we might draw the conclusion that he presupposed a direct link between 
Christians in Palestine and Ebionites living east of the river Jordan. 


of Jesus and also used the ‘Gospel of the Hebrews”, Vielhauer discovers a discrepancy 
because one of the quotations from that Gospel supposes a pre-existent Christ, see Neu- 
testamentliche Apokryphen, p. 78. We do not go into the question as to whether this 
quotation was really taken from the Gospel of the Hebrews ,but we may say that the 
idea of Christ’s pre-existence is something Eusebius had concluded from this sources. 

1 Theophan. IV 12 and Mai, Nova Patr. Bibl. VI 1.155. 

2 See Eusebius, hist. eccl. IV 22 8. 

3 Thus we agree with Vielhauer, o.c., p. 79, who supposes Eusebius to be acquainted 
with two different Jewish Christian Gospels. We may add that he possessed personal 
knowledge of only one. 

4 See p. 52-53. 

5 See de eccl. theol. 1. 14. 

6 See hist. eccl. I 7 14. 

? In Onomasticon, ed. de Lagarde, we find the name Xwfd (301, 32-34). This was 
rendered by Jerome de situ with the word Choba (ed. de Lagarde 112, 9-13). In Eusebius, 
hist. eccl. 17 14 we read Kwyafa. Epiphanius writes in 29 7 7 about Nazoraeans living in 
KoxdBn, XwxaBn 5¢ EBpaiori Aeyouévy and in 30 2 7; 30 18 1 and 40 1 5 he mentions 
KwxaBa as a dwelling place of the Ebionites. B. Bagatti, L’Eglise de la Circoncision, 
Jérusalem 1965, p. 21, seems to distinguish between the two words, but T. Zahn, Forsch- 
ungen zur Gesch. des neutestamentl. Kanons I, Erlangen 1881, p. 333-336, identifies them. 


28 EBIONITES 


We may conclude that Eusebius links together data found in Irenaeus 
with other data found in Hippolytus and Origen. He has no first hand 
knowledge of the Ebionites. He knows something about a Gospel 
written in Aramaic or Syriac. We find an isolated remark about Ebion- 
ites living in Kochaba.? 


Epiphanius 


Epiphanius speaks of the Ebionites after dealing with the Nazoraeans. 
This means that, unlike the other sources, hardly anything is said 
here about the connection between Cerinthus and the Ebionites. On 
the other hand we notice that he compares the Nazoraeans with the 
Ebionites.? After having said that the ideas of the Ebionites may be 
compared with, among others, those of the Samaritans, he goes on 
to say that Ebion appeared “with them” (30 2 1). By “them” he ob- 
viously means the Nazoraeans, of whom he says that “from them and 
with them Ebion originated”’.s 

Epiphanius deals in some detail with the relationship between the 
Ebionites and the Nazoraeans. He supposes that the sect of the 
Ebionites originated at the time of the devastation of Jerusalem (30 
2 7-9). The Christians among the Jews fled to Pella in Decapolis, near 
the regions of Batanaea and Basanitis. But Ebion moved to Kochaba 
(30 2 8) near Karnaim, also called Asteroth, in the region of Basanitis. 
There we find the origin of this “evil doctrine’’.4 


1 Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. III 13 and V 12, depends on Eusebius. 

2 They are mentioned in a long enumeration of heresies which are compared with 
the Ebionites (30 1 3). But in a different context we sometimes find them together: 
51 2 3; 51 6 7; 51 10 4 and 69 23 1-2, see also $1 21. 

3 The following sentence is not clear. It reads that Ebion states “‘in the first place” 
that Jesus is the son of Joseph. In this he agrees “‘with others’’, but, he continues, “he 
only differs (from them) in that he adheres to the Law and Judaism”. The “‘others’’ 
can hardly be identified with the Nazoraeans who lived according to the Law. It is 
also impossible that he is thinking of the heresies mentioned in 30 1 3, because we find, 
among others, Jews and Samaritans. Since after “‘in the first place’’ we do not find “‘in 
the second place’’, we assume that Epiphanius quotes a source in which Ebionites were 
compared with non-Jewish heretics who preceded them in a list of heresies. Epiphanius 
depends on Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 5 3, where it is said that the Christians left Jerusalem 
and went to Pella, a city in Perea. In 29 7 8 the Nazoraeans also are supposed to have their 
dwelling-place in Pella and Basanitis. 

4 Cf. Schmidtke, Neue Fraymente ..., p. 233: “Die Nachrichten, Ebion habe zuerst 
im basanitischen Kokaba gewohnt und nach dem Fall Jerusalems seine Wirksamkeit 
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This means that Epiphanius wants to show that both the Ebionites 
and the Nazoraeans originated from Christian Jews who left Jerusalem. 
He does not clarify the relationship between these two groups. They 
influenced each other, but he does not say to what extent (30 2 9). 

We cannot agree that Epiphanius used fresh data concerning the 
origin of the Ebionites. He knew about Jerusalem and Pella and he 
connected this knowledge with Eusebius’ remark about the Ebionites 
finding a dwelling place in Kochaba. Hence he concluded that Ebion 
chose Kochaba as his home. There he proclaimed his own doctrine, 
independently of the other Jewish Christians. 

In 30 18 1 Epiphanius describes the area of Ebionite distribution. 
They struck root particularly in Nabatea and Paneas, Moabitis and 
Kochaba in the region of Basanitis, in the vicinity of Adraa.! Thence 
they moved to Asia, Rome and Cyprus. 

We do not know why Epiphanius indicated Asia, Rome and Cyprus 
as places where the Ebionites settled. His mention of Cyprus may 
be the result of his own observation, for he lived on that island. Since he 
writes that it was not Cerinthus but Ebion who met the Apostle 
John in the bath-house at Ephesus (30 24 1-5), he is supposed to have 
believed that followers of Ebion existed in that region. In a chapter 
devoted to the Ebionites in his Panarion he is apparently speaking 
only of the Ebionites to the east of the river Jordan. 

One of the main themes of his account of Ebion is the development 
of his beliefs. According to 30 2 2 Ebion believed that Jesus was the 
son of Joseph, but he altered his idea about this after having come 
under the influence of Elxai (30 3 1). This 1s clearly rooted in 30 17 5 
where we read that the Ebionites accepted Ebion’s doctrine concerning 
circumcision, the Sabbath and the Jewish way of life, but adopted 
Elxai’s ideas with regard to Christ.? 


begonnen, sind von Epiphanius, haer. 30 2 mit der bei Euseb., h.e. III 5 3 wohl im An- 
schluss an Hegesipp geschilderten Flucht der Urgemeinde nach Pella zu der Anschauung 
verarbeitet worden, Ebion habe seine ersten Opfer unter den Flichtlingen gefunden, 
die sich in und bei Pella, das ja Batanéa und Basanitis benachbart lige, eine neue Heimat 
gesucht hatten’’. 

1 Nabatidis is the region which Epiphanius mentions in connection with the Ossaeans, 
19 1 2 and 10, and Sampsaeans, 53 1 1. Paneas is mentioned in Eusebius, Onomasticon, 
ed: de Lagarde, p. 215, 82 and 172, 55-56. Moabitis is also mentioned in connection 
with the Ossaeans, 19 1 2 and 10, and the Sampsaeans, 53 1 1. Adraa is found in Eusebius, 
Onomasticon, ed. de Lagarde, p. 213, 36-39. 

2 Epiphanius often writes about the influence of Elxai. In 19 5 4 it is said that the 
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This supposition results from the conflicting information about 
Ebion in the sources used by Epiphanius. 

In the first place Epiphanius used Irenaeus as a source for saying 
that Ebion believed that Jesus was the son of Joseph. 

But in the second place he is supposed to have discovered some Ebion- 
ite sources which clearly showed a later development. 

These sources are as follows: 

In 30 3 7 it is said that the Ebionites used the Gospel of Matthew, 
which they called the “Gospel according to the Hebrews’. Epiphanius 
remarks that this name is acceptable because Matthew wrote his 
Gospel in Hebrew. It is possible that Epiphanius was dependent 
on the one hand on Irenaeus, who wrote that the Ebionites used the 
Gospel of Matthew,? and on the other hand on Eusebius who wrote 
that they used the “Gospel of the Hebrews’’.? In 30 13 2 he again speaks 
about the Gospel and repeats that we are dealing with the Gospel 
of Matthew. Then he continues: é€v 7@ yoiv map’adrots edayyeriw 
kata Mar@atov dvopalouevm, ovy SAw dé wAnpeotdtw, adda vevo- 
Gevpévy Kat Kal AKpwrnpiacpévw (‘EBpaixov 5é€ rotiro Kadodavw). 
From this we gather that this Gospel differed from the canonical 
Gospels and that it was called the “Hebrew Gospel’. It is conceivable 
that Epiphanius did not know its real name. Some scholars deduced 
its name from a quotation given by Epiphanius in 30 13 2-3 which 
reads: “... Jesus ... who invited us ...”. This phrase refers to the 
disciples. Hence the conclusion that the Gospel was written by Jesus’ 
disciples. For this reason it was identified with the “Gospel of the 
Twelve”, which is mentioned by Origen by this name only.‘ It is not 


Ebionites, Nazoraeans and Ossaeans were influenced by Elxai. From this passage we 
cannot, like Hilgenfeld, draw the conclusion, Kelzergeschichte ..., p. 426, n. 726, that 
the Ebionites were supposed to be an earlier group than the Nazoraeans, cf. Epiphanius, 
ed. Holl, p. 22, where it is rightly said that the passage only means that the Nazoraeans 
were influenced to a lesser extent by Elxai. 

1 III 21 1. 

21 26 2. 

3 TIT 27 4. 

4 Origen, hom. I 1 in Luc., cf. also Jerome, adv. Pel. III 2, who speaks about a Gospel 
juzxta Hebraeos which is identified with a Gospel secundum Apostolos sive, ut plerique 
autumnant, juata Mathaeum. Those who identify the Gospel of the Ebionites with the 
Gospel of the Twelve Apostles are: M.-J. Lagrange, L’Evangile selon les Hébreux, in: 
Revue Bibl. 31 1922, p. 161-181 and 321-349, p. 170 and H. Waitz, Neue Untersuchungen 
diber die sogenannten judenchristlichen Evangelien, in: Zeitschr. f.d. neutest. Wissensch. 
36 1937, p. 60-81, p. 70-71. 
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necessary, however, to arrive at this conclusion. If we wish to seek 
the name of this Gospel in Epiphanius’ quotations we may indicate 
the following passage: ‘“‘I have chosen John and James ... and you 
Matthew ...”’ (30 13 3). This might suggest that Matthew is the author 
of this work who speaks of himself and the other disciples as ‘“‘us’’.t 

The contents of this Gospel differed from the information we receive 
about the Ebionites in Irenaeus, Eusebius and Hippolytus. John the 
Baptist 1s supposed to have rejected meat because this Gospel avoids 
saying that he ate locusts (30 14 4). At the baptism of Jesus this version 
says: “Today I have begotten you’’, (30 13 7). Moreover, the Gospel 
omits a genealogy of Jesus (30 13 6).2 Jesus says that he has come to 
abolish offerings (30 16 5). At the Last Supper Jesus wonders whether 
he should eat meat (30 22 4). 

In 30 15 1 Epiphanius mentions an Ebionite work called Periodot 
Petrou which is supposed to have been written by Clement. Epiphanius 
writes that this work rejected virginity and denounced Elia, Samson 
and the other prophets. It also said that Peter washed himself daily 
and forbade the eating of meat. Because this work purported to be 
written by Clement and because its contents show a close affinity 
with the Pseudo-Clementines it is generally accepted that Epiphanius 
had discovered the so-called ‘“Grundschrift” of these writings.® 

Epiphanius also writes that he made use of a work called Anabathmoz 
Iakobou. In this James is said to have spoken against the Temple, 
fire, the altar and other things (30 16 6-7). It is generally believed 
that this work also was quoted in Pseudo-Clementine literature, espe- 
cially in the passage in Recognitiones I 33-71 in which James speaks 
about sacrifice and the Temple.‘ 

Finally, it appears that Epiphanius knew also some other writings 
which he supposed to be Ebionite. He mentions books issued under 
the names of James, Matthew, John and “other Apostles” (30 23 1-2). 


1 See Harnack, Gesch. der Altchristl. Lit. II 1, p. 627, and A. Schmidtke, Zum Hebrdéer- 
evangelium, in: Zettschr. f.d. neutest. Wissensch. 35 1936, p. 24-44, p. 30-32, Bardenhewer, 
Gesch. der altchristl. Lit. I, p. 518-520, suggested the name ‘‘Gospel of the Twelve by 
Matthew’. 

2 In 30 14 2 is said that Cerinthus and Carpocrates used the Gospel of Matthew 
with a genealogy to prove that Jesus was the son of Joseph and Mary, see p. 10-11. 

3 This is already found in R. A. Lipsius, Zur Quellenkritik des Epiphanius, Wien 
1865, p. 143-144, See also Schoeps, Theologie ..., p. 461-479, and G. Strecker, Das Juden- 
christentum der Pseudoklementinen, Berlin 1958, p. 265. 

4 Cf. Lipsius, o.c., p. 144-145, and Strecker, o.c., p. 221-254, esp. 251-253. 
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Since he does not quote from these works one cannot tell which books 
he is writing about. 

Epiphanius considered that the Pertodot Petrou and the Anabathmor 
were Ebionite. But in reading these books he was surprised by two 
things. In the first place he noticed that their contents showed diver- 
gences with the well known theories about the Ebionites. In the 
second place he perceived that the contents of these writings showed 
some similarity with ideas favoured by the Elkesaites, according 
to the traditions about this group which were familiar to him. Hence 
he concluded that the Ebionites must have been influenced by the 
Elkesaites. 

However, Epiphanius indicates three customs mentioned in these 
later sources which he nevertheless supposed to be original Ebionite 
practice. 

He is referring to the customs of avoiding contact with non-Jews, 
of cleansing the body after sexual intercourse, and of preserving virgin- 
ity (30 2 3-6). 

About avoiding contact with non-Jews and ritual cleansing after 
sexual intercourse, we may observe that the reason why they were 
thought to be Ebionite was the mention of similar practices in the 
Periodot Petrou. This may be concluded from passages in Pseudo- 
Clementine literature which mention that Christians must avoid 
contact with non-Christians, and stress the importance of purifications.? 
The conclusion that these practices were not the result of Elxai’s 
influence is derived from the fact, according to Epiphanius, they 
were already known among the Samaritans.? This means that they 
were pre-Christian, and this fact alone sufficed to induce Epiphanius 
to accept them as original Ebionite customs. 

The reason why virginity is supposed to be an original Ebionite 
practice can be deduced from the passage 30 2 6. Here it is said that 
the Ebionites wrote letters or books to “‘presbyters and virgins’. 
It is not clear to which writings Epiphanius refers. He is probably 
referring to some treatise on virginity which he ascribes to the Ebion- 
ites. However, this practice, according to Epiphanius, is very ancient, 


1 Purification after having been in contact with a non-Jew is not found in the Pseudo- 
Clementines. But we find the prohibition to eat with people who are not yet baptized, 
ef. Hom. XIII 4 3. Purification after sexual intercourse: Hom. VII 8 2; XI 1 and XI 33 4. 

2 See 9 3 5. This applies only to the prohibition of contact with non-Jews and the 
practice of washing oneself fully clothed. 
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since they honoured virginity “‘on account of James”. This too means 
that it was a custom prevalent before the Ebionites came under the 
influence of Elxai, and may therefore be considered as part of the 
original Ebionite teaching. 

With regard to virginity Epiphanius is obliged to admit that it 
was rejected at a later date (30 2 6) because the Perzodor Petrou speaks 
about the obligation to marry (30 15 1-2).1 Since these Periodoi are 
supposed to have been written by Clement, and this same Clement 
wrote a letter to the churches about virginity, Epiphanius is forced to 
conclude that the Ebionites altered the text of the Periodoz.? 

This means that the original Ebionite teaching was that Jesus was 
the son of Joseph. Virginity and some customary purifications were 
also taught. All other practices were due to the influence of Elxai. We 
will now examine those beliefs and customs. 

The Christological ideas of the Ebionites are very confused, according 
to Epiphanius (30 3 1). The reason for this confusion is the influence 
of Elxai, felt at an early stage (30 3 2). It is obvious that Epiphanius 
is mainly dependent on the “Grundschrift” for the various Christological 
conceptions to which he refers. Since they are supposed to be of 
Elkesaite origin, he evidently feels free to complete the picture, taken 
from the “Grundschrift’’, which other conceptions traditionally attri- 
buted to Elxai. 

In 30 3 5-6 Epiphanius speaks of three Christological conceptions. 
Some Ebionites say that Adam was Christ, created by God who blew 
his own breath into him. This concept cannot be found in this precise 
form in Pseudo-Clementine literature, but it is not difficult to draw 
this conclusion from certain passages in these writings.’ In any case, 
we note that, according to Epiphanius, the identification of Adam 
with Christ is a typically Elkesaite doctrine. 

Other Ebionites say that Christ was a spirit, the first creation. 
He was Lord of the angels. He entered into Adam, appeared to the 


1 The commandment to marry we also find in Hom., ep. Clem. ad. Jac. 7 1 and 2, 
Hom. Ill 26 4 and III 68 1. 

2 He refers to Pseudo-Clemens, Epistula ad Virgines. 

3 See Schoeps, 7'heologie ..., p. 463, and G. Strecker, o.c., p. 148: ““Beider (scil. Christus 
and Adam) Aufgaben sind so in eins gesetzt, dass Adam und Jesus vertauschbar sind, 
sie sind als ‘wahre Prophet’ identisch: H III 17-19: H. VIII 10; R. V 9’’. Cf. also Marius 
Victorinus, ad Gal. 1 15, saying about the Symmachians: dicunt enim ipsum Adam esse 
et esse animam generalem. 

4 See 53 1 8, see also p. 64. 
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Patriarchs in bodily form, and finally again assumed the form of Adam 
and in this guise appeared to mankind. He was crucified and returned 
“on high”. Here we find certain similarities with passages in Pseudo- 
Clementine literature.! The idea of Christ appearing to the Patriarchs 
is very ancient and can already be found in the writings of Justin 
Martyr. 2 

Finally, some Ebionites say that Jesus was a man on whom Christ 
descended. This idea is found several times in various forms in Epipha- 
nius’ description of the Ebionites. In 30 14 2 he writes that Christ 
descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove. In 30 16 3 he repeats 
this but adds Jesus was called Son of God by election. In 30 18 5 
he says that he was so called because of his progress in virtue. This 
Christology agrees with that preached by the Cerinthians.? Epiphanius 
was able to ascribe a Cerinthian Christology to the Ebionites because 
he knew that in the Gospel of the Ebionites it was written that at Jesus’ 
baptism a dove descended and a voice was heard saying: “Today I 
have begotten you” (30 13 7, cf. 30 14 4). 

In 30 16 4 we read that Jesus was created as one of the archangels, 
and that he reigns over all creation. This idea is taken from the “Grund- 
schrift”. In Pseudo-Clementine writings we find the same idea.4 We 
also find there that two aeons exist, one of Christ and the other of 
the devil (30 16 2).5 

The idea that Christ is the prophet of truth is found in the Pseudo- 
Clementines.* When, finally, it is said that Jesus is of “immense size’, 
we can point to a parallel in the traditions about Elxai (30 17 6).? 

From this it appears that Epiphanius’ account of Ebionite Christo- 
logy depends on four sources: traditions about the Ebionites found in 
Irenaeus ; the “Grundschrift’” and the Gospel, both of which he assumes 
to be Ebionite but influenced by Elxai; and traditions about Elxai, 
important because of his supposed influence. 


1 Christ appeared to Abraham: Rec. I 53. He is the Lord of All: Hom. III 20 3. He 
is the sovereign of the angels: Rec. II 42 5. 

2 See Dial. c. Tryph. LXI 1 and LVI, cf. Hom. III 20 2. 

3 See Irenaeus I 26 1, Hippolytus, Ref. VII 33 and X 21, Epiphanius 28 1 5. The 
idea that Jesus became the son of God when he was baptized is also found in Rec. I 48. 
Eusebius writes that Jesus was elected because of his virtues, according to the Ebionites, 
hist. eccl. III 27 2. 

4 See Rec. II 42 5. 

5 See Rec. I 24 5 and Hom. XX 2 2. 

6 In Pseudo Clementines passim. 

? Hippolytus, Ref. IX 13 2-3 (referring to the Son of God and the Holy Spirit) and 
Epiphanius, Pan. 53 1 9 (about Christ and the Spirit). 
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In 30 2 2 Epiphanius writes that the Ebionites adhered to Judaism 
and lived according to the Law, which means that they kept the Sab- 
bath and practised circumcision. Circumcision is mentioned several 
times. In 30 17 5 he says that the Ebionites learned about circumcision, 
the Sabbath and other observances from Ebion but from Elxai the 
phantasia. In 30 26 1-3 he says that the Ebionites defend the practice 
of circumcision because Jesus had been circumcised, and they add 
that a disciple is no greater than his master.! 

This means that Epiphanius believed that circumcision was an origin- 
al Ebionite practice. Epiphanius adduces as an argument against 
circumcision the fact that many other people were circumcised (30 33 3). 
The same information about circumcision is found in Pseudo-Clement- 
ine literature, but here it is merely said that others learnt this custom 
from the Israelites.2 This passage may not have been present in the 
“Grundschrift’, for the observation is also found in other sources.’ 

We have already mentioned the obligation to marry. Epiphanius 
supposes that this was not an original part of Ebionite teaching, 
“on account of James’.4 He says that here he is dependent on the 
Periodot Petrou (30 15 1-2). In 30 18 2 he again mentions marriage. 
He believes that the obligation applied not only to a first marriage 
but also to divorced persons, who must marry up to seven times. This 
rule cannot be found in the Pseudo-Clementine books but may have 
been taken from the New Testament (Matth. 22, 25). 

We have already mentioned the ablutions. They are supposed to 
belong to the original Ebionite code. In 30 15 3 Epiphanius quotes 
the Perzodot Petrou to show that Peter purified himself daily.5 

From 30 15 3 we gather that Epiphanius claims that the Ebionites 
forbade the eating of meat. The source for this too is to be found in the 
Pertodot because we find the same idea in the Pseudo-Clementine 
books.® It is noteworthy that Epiphanius writes that they justified 
this prohibition by their abhorrence of “mixing bodies’ (30 15 4). 


1 See Pseudo-Tertullian and Epiphanius writing about Cerinthus, p. 23, n. 2. 

2 Rec. I 33 3-5 and VIII 53 2. 

3 Cf. Origen, c. Cels. 1 22; V 41 and 48, and Eusebius, Praep. Ev. VI 11. 

4 See p. 33. See for Epiphanius and the commandment to marry as taught by the 
Elkesaites 19 1 7. 

5 See Hom. X 1 and XI 11, Rec. IV 31; V 36 3 and VIII 11. 

6 See Hom. VIII 15 4 and XII 6 4, Rec. VII 6 4. See for the rejection of meat among 
the Nasaraeans 18 1 4 and Elkesaites 53 1 4. 
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This is a well known argument, but it appears to be incompatible 
with their conceptions about marriage. Therefore it is inconceivable 
that this tenet was taken from the “Grundschrift’’. 

Epiphanius used two sources for what he tells us about the rejection 
of sacrifices. First he quotes the so-called ‘Gospel of the Ebionites’’, 
according to which Jesus said: “I have come to abolish the sacrifices 
and if the offerings do not cease the wrath will not cease” (30 16 5). 
Secondly, the “Grundschrift” also spoke of the rejection of sacrifices.? 

There is a remarkable agreement between the Elkesaites and the 
Pseudo-Clementines with regard to the form of their oaths.? This 
practice also is considered by Epiphanius to be Ebionite (30 17 4). 

He mentions the Ebionite baptism but does not give any details 
(30 16 1). He says that the Eucharist is celebrated in the same way 
as in the orthodox church, which means every year, but with unleav- 
ened bread and with water (30 16 1).4 The use of water is common 
among the Marcionites,> Tatian,* the Encratites’? and the Apostolici.® 
We do not know Epiphanius’ source for this statement. ® 

He tells us that the Ebionites rejected Elia, David, Samson and 
all the prophets (30 15 2). In 30 18 4 he says that they accept none 
of the prophets and reject David, Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, 
Ezechiel, Elia and Elisa. In 30 18 9 he repeats the same about 
Samson, David, Elijah, Samuel, Elisha and others. Epiphanius writes 
that his source here is the Periodot Petrou (30 15 2). In 30 18 5 he 
writes that this rejection was prompted by their belief that Christ 
was the only true prophet and the other prophets “of intelligence” 
only (ovvécews). Moreover, the Ebionites were convinced that Christ 
himself revealed truths (30 18 9).1° 


1 Cf. Porphyrius, de abst. IV 20. 

2 See Hom. III 56 4; III 26 3; Rec. I 37 and 39. The sacrifices were rejected by 
the Nasaraeans, 18 1 4, and the Elkesaites, 19 3 6, according to Epiphanius. 

3 See Hom., Diamart.21 and 41, Hippolytus, Ref. 1X 15, Epiphanius 19 1 6; 1964; 
30 17 4. See also p. 57, n. 3. 

4 According to Irenaeus the Ebionites celebrated the eucharist with water, V 1 3. 
According to Origen with unleavened bread, in Matth. comm. ser. 79. 

5 423 3. 

6 46 2 3. 

7 471 7. 

8 61 1 2. 

9 But cf. Irenaeus V 1 3. Information about baptism and eucharist in the Pseudo- 
Clementines: Strecker, o0.c., p. 196-209 and 209-213. 

10 See for revelations: Hom. XVIII 6. 
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The Pseudo-Clementines do not record a total rejection of kings 
and prophets,} but a critical attitude cannot be denied.? 

Epiphanius writes that the Ebionites rejected certain parts of the 
Pentateuch. Here we are dealing with the so-called ‘‘false pericopes’”’ 
which are mentioned in the Pseudo-Clementine books.? It is interesting 
to see that Epiphanius refers to the Ebionite argument: “What need 
is there for me to read what is in the Law now that the Gospel has 
come ?”’ (30 18 7). This quotation may be taken from the “Grundschrift’’4 
but it might also have been taken from the Gospel of the Ebionites. 

Epiphanius clearly states that they reject Paul. A story about Paul 
wishing to marry the daughter of a Jewish priest and for this reason 
submitting to circumcision was taken from an unknown source (30 
16 8-9).5 

We may therefore conclude that Epiphanius used a number of 
sources. Initially he followed Irenaeus, Pseudo-Tertullian and Eusebius, 
but here he found little more than the belief that Jesus was the son 
of Joseph and the statement that the Ebionites obeyed the Law and 
rejected Paul. Finally he learnt from Eusebius that the Ebionites 
lived in Kochaba. 

But Epiphanius was acquainted with a number of books; a Gospel, 
the Periodot Petrou and the Anabathmoi Jakobou. He recognised these 
writings as Jewish-Christian, but their contents differed from what 
was known of the characteristic Ebionite teaching. The similarity 
between the traditions about Elxai and some of his literary sources 
caused him to assume that Elxai influenced the development of the 
Ebionite doctrines.¢ 


1 Cf. Schoeps, Theologie ..., p. 467: “Die von Epiphanius behauptete totale Verwerfung 
der Propheten ... ist eine grundlose Ubertreibung ...’’ See also Methodius, symposion 
VIII 20: ’Epwwvaio, €€ idias Kujoews rods mpogyras ¢diAoverxoivres edadnkévas. 
The passage may be part of an interpolation, see H. Musurillo, St. Methodius, The 
Symposion, London 1958, p. 223-224. Cf. also Pseudo-Hieronymus, Indic. de haer. X: 
... habuisse autem illum (scil. Christum) spiritum prophetalem ... 

2 Cf. with regard to prophets, Hom. II 15 4; II 17 4 and III 53, and kings, III 24 2 
and III 52 1. Cf. also Epiphanius 53 1 7 speaking about the Sampsaeans. See Strecker, 
0.c., p. 175-179 (prophets) and 184-187 (kings). 

3 See Hom. II 41 1-3 and 51 2; III 50 1 and 53 3. 

4 For Jesus as interpreter of the scriptures: Hom. III 49-50, cf. 49 3: Adye roivw 
mas tds Staxpivew ras ypadas édida€éer. 

5 See for anti-Paulinism in the Pseudo-Clementines: Strecker, o.c., p. 187-196. 

6 See G. Strecker, Elkesai, in: Reallex. f. Ant. u. Christ., Bd. IV, c. 1175-1176: “Der 
Kirchenvater begriindet sie (scil. relation between Ebionites and Elxai) an zwei Stellen: 
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The similarity between the sources and what was known about 
Elxai includes a Christological concept according to which Christ 
appeared at different times and in the guise of different persons,} 
the rejection of Paul,? the use of specific oaths? and daily purifications. 4 

It would be most helpful if we knew how it was that Epiphanius 
came across these writings. Are they really the products of one single 
sect known to Epiphanius, or did he discover them in one or more 
libraries ? In trying to answer these questions we may begin by saying 
that we do not get the impression that he personally knew the group 
of Jewish Christians about whom he was writing. His rather vague 
remarks about their baptism and eucharist, their synagogue, presbyters 
and archisynagogues (30 18 2) might be the result of some superficial 
knowledge. We may even accept that the story of Paul wishing to 
marry the daughter of a Jewish priest might have come to him by way 
of rumours which were rife in Jewish-Christian circles in his own time. 
But almost all he wrote about the Ebionites was drawn from written 
sources.® 

For this reason we cannot learn from him anything about the rela- 
tionship between the Ebionites, as described by Irenaeus, Origen and 
Eusebius, and the Jewish-Christians represented by writings such as 
the Periodot Petrou. These writings themselves must be examined 
for information about the group which produced them.® 


Nach 303 1-6 hat sich die ebionitische Christologie unter dem Einfluss. E.s. gewandelt, 
indem sie die Theorie vom Gestaltwandel des Adam-Christus tibernahm. Epiphanius 
wurde zu dieser These offensichtlich durch die Tatsache veranlasst, dass er in der pseudo- 
klementinischen Grundschrift ein judenchristliches Gestaltwandelmotiv vorfand ...’’. 

1 Hippolytus, Ref. TX 14 1 and X 29 2. 

2 Eusebius VI 38. 

3 Hippolytus Ref. TX 15 2 and 5. 

4 Hippolytus, Ref. IX 13 4 and 15 4. 

5 Lipsius, o.c., p. 149: “Jedenfalls hat Epiphanius bei seinen Schilderungen haer 30 
(aber auch haer. 18,19 und 53) Vieles aus der miindlichen Uberlieferung gesch6pft ...”. 
E. Schwartz, Unzeitgemisse Beobachtungen zu den Clementinen, in: Zeitschr.f.d. neutest. 
Wissensch. 31 1932, p. 151-199, p. 196, wrote about Epiphanius’ knowledge being the 
result of a ‘‘Lesefrucht’’, a ‘“‘Zusammenklitterung der Clementinen mit den Ebionaéern” 
and “eine unwirkliche Konstruktion’’. Schoeps, Theologie ..., p. 18-19, does not exclude 
any oral tradition. 

6 Strecker, Judenchristentum ..., p. 265-266, n. 1: “... das heisst aber, dass Epiphanius’ 
Darstellung fiir sich genommen wertlos ist, und bevor sie wissenschaftliche Verwertung 
finden kénnte, einer den neuen Editionen folgenden Analyse unterzogen werden miisste”’. 
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Anacephalarosis 


The Anacephalatosis is dependent on Epiphanius. It differs from 
him in stating that the Ebionites used “Gospels”. In this he may be 
influenced by Eusebius who probably suggested that the Ebionites 
used also the canonical Gospels.1 But since there is no sign of any other 
dependence on Eusebius we can better explain the plural form (‘‘Gos- 
pels’) by concluding that Epiphanius was referring to more than one 
Ebionite book.? 


Jerome 


Jerome writes about the Ebionites in the most general terms. In 
some passages he speaks about them in connection with other heretics 
(de perp. virg. 17, adv. Luc. 23, in Trt. 3, 10-11). In adv. Luc. we detect 
the influence of Pseudo-Tertullian because here Ebion is called the 
successor of Cerinthus. Elsewhere Ebion and Cerinthus are mentioned 
as typical representatives of Christians who confused the Law and 
the Gospel (epist. CXII 13).3 He supposed Ebion to have lived at the 
time of John the Apostle (adv. Luc. 23, Matth. Prol.) who refuted him 
because he did not believe that Jesus existed before Mary (de wr. all. 
TX).4 

Jerome seems to have considered the Ebionites to be Jews. They 
were called semi-Judaer (un Gal. 3, 13-14).5 They practised circumcision 
(in Ez, 44, 6, in Gal. 5, 3), lived according to the Law (in Es. 1, 12), had 
Jewish ceremonies (2m Is. 1,3, cf. epist. CXII 16) and, still according 
to Jerome, looked forward to the Millenium (in Es. 66, 20). 

Paul was rejected by the Ebionites (in Matth. 12, 2). They showed 
a poverty of spirit (in Es. 1,3 and 66,20).¢ Ebion is mentioned together 


1 See HI 27 4. 

2 See 30 23 1-2. Dependent on Anacephalatosis are John Damascene, de haer. 30 
and Theodor bar-Khonai. 

3 Cf. the same expression in Paschasius Radbertus, exp. in Matth. V 9. 

4 Cf. Eusebius III 27 3. 

5 Cf. the same expression in Honorius Augustodunensis, de haer. lib. LIT, Isidorus of 
Seville, etym. ib. VIII VI 37, and Paulus ,de haer. lib. IV. 

6 Cf. in Es. 1, 3 pro humuilitate sensus, paupertate nomine suz and 66, 20 qué pro humili- 
tate sensus nomen pauperum susceperunt, with Eusebius III 27 1: ’EBiwvain ... mrwxds 
Kal TaTEewias Ta TEP TOU XpioTow Soéalovras. 
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with Photinus (in Gal. 1,1; 1, 11 and 12, de wr. all. CVII)1. Theodotion 
is supposed by some orthodox Christians to have been an Ebionite; 
Symmachus certainly belonged to this group (de vir. all. LIV). Jerome’s 
remarks on Symmachus will be dealt with in the chapter about the 
Symmachians. 

Two of Jerome’s remarks are not quite clear. He thinks that Ebion 
made his own translation of the Old Testament (in Gal. 3, 13-14). 
He may have confused Symmachus and Ebion in this passage. He also 
speaks about the baptism of Ebion (adv. Luc. 26) of which we have no 
other information. 

Finally we must mention a passage in his Letters which definitely 
proves that he had no personal knowledge of the Ebionites. He writes 
that Ebion had been cursed by the Fathers because he had confused 
the Law and the Gospel. He goes on to say: “What shall I say of the 
Ebionites who claim to be Christians ? Until now a heresy is to be found 
in all parts of the East where Jews have their synagogues; it is called 
“of the Minaeans” ... These are usually named Nazoraeans” (epist. 
CXII 13). This shows that Jerome knew only one Jewish-Christian 
heresy by name, that of the Nazoraeans. 


Filaster 


Filaster, haer. XX XVII, writes that Ebion was a disciple of Cerin- 
thus. This statement may be compared with Pseudo-Tertullian’s remark 
that Ebion was Cerinthus’ successor. Nevertheless, the general content 
of the sentence shows so great a similarity to Epiphanius? that we 
doubt whether he is really dependent on Pseudo-Tertullian. 

Filaster writes that Jesus, like all the prophets, could claim to enjoy 
God’s favour. He may have taken this from Epiphanius who stated 
that Jesus was the true prophet, according to the Ebionites.® 


~ 1 Photinus is considered to have been a restorer of the Ebionite heresy, cf. Jerome, 

in Eph. 4, 10, in Gal. 1, 1 and 1, 11 and 17, see also de vir. all. CVII. The same is found 
in Paulus, de haer. lib. XXXV, Isidorus of Seville, eym. ib. VIII VI 38, Gennadius 
Massiliensis, de eccl. dogm. X XII (LII), Ambrosius, de fide V 8 105, Pseudo-Hegemonius, 
Acta Archelait LXVIII, Marius Mercator, app. ad contrad. XII anath. Nest. 14-15 and 
13, calling Ebion a Stoic philosopher, and Cassiodorus, hist. eccl. tripart. IX 16 V. Hilarius, 
de trin. VII 3 and 7 seems to identify Ebion and Photinus. 

2 See Epiphanius 30 11 3 and 30 2 1. 

3 30 18 5. 
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Finally he said that the Ebionites did not believe that the son of 
God the Father was co-eternal with the Father. This may show a 
dependence on Eusebius, who wrote that the Ebionites denied that 
Christ was the first-born of the Father. 

All this goes to show a compilation of existing information about 
the Ebionites. Obviously Filaster had no fresh information about them. 


Augustine 


Augustine writes in adv. Haer. 10 that the Ebionites believed Christ 
to have been a man. He says they lived according to the Law. In other 
respects he seems to be dependent on Epiphanius,! whom he quotes 
when he says that the Ebionites were connected with the Sampsaeans 
and the Elkesaites. He adds that Epiphanius deals with these two 
groups separately. This refers to Panarion 30 3 2, where it is said 
that the Ebionites followed the teaching of Elxai, and chapter 53, 
where Epiphanius writes about the Sampsaeans. Finally, he writes 
that the Elkesaites were allowed to abjure their faith. This was taken 
from Eusebius.? 


Theodoret 


Theodoret, haer. fab. II, 1, shows remarkable agreement with 
Eusebius.’ He also quotes from Irenaeus when he says that the “Un- 
born” was the creator of the world. The saying that Jesus, the son of 
Joseph and Mary, surpassed all other men in virtues is taken from 
Kusebius, and the same is true of his remark that the Ebionites used 
the “‘Gospel of the Hebrews” and that Symmachus was an Ebionite. 
He also took from Eusebius the information about the two groups 
of Ebionites. 

Theodoret writes that the second group, which believed in the 
Virgin Birth, used the Gospel of Matthew. In this he differs from Euse- 
bius who says that this group used the “Gospel of the Hebrews”. 
He does not mention a Gospel used by the first group. 


1 From epist. CX VI 16 1 written to Jerome one receives the impression that Augustine 
does not distinguish between Ebionites and Nazoraeans. He also supposes it a heresy 
of the past. 

2 See VI 38. Praedestinatus I 10 depends on Augustine, adv. Haer. 

3 Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 27 1-6. 


42 EBIONITES 


Like Eusebius, Theodoret identified the group accepting the Virgin 
Birth with the Ebionites about whom Irenaeus wrote, because these 
did not hold the same beliefs about Jesus as the Cerinthians, who 
thought Jesus was the son of Mary. Irenaeus wrote that these Ebionites 
used the Gospel of Matthew, which explains Theodoret’s remark. 
Unlike Eusebius, he did not link Irenaeus’ reference to Matthew 
with Origen’s remarks about the “Gospel of the Hebrews’’,! but 
attributes the one Gospel to the first group and the other to the 
second. 

This means that Theodoret depends on both Irenaeus and Eusebius. ? 


Timothy 


Timothy, de recept. haer. (c. 28B/C), depends initially on Eusebius. 
Then, in agreement with Epiphanius,? he writes about Jesus being 
the elected son of God, and about the prohibition of meat foods, 
referring to the Ebionites’ abhorrence of ‘“‘mixing bodies’”’.4 


Conclusion 


Irenaeus gives a great deal of information about the Ebionites. 
We find some of this again in later authors. It is repeatedly said that 
Jesus was the son of Joseph and Mary, that the Ebionites obeyed 
the Law and submitted to circumcision. But remarks on the interpre- 
tation of the prophets and about prayers being said while facing in 
the direction of Jerusalem are not mentioned again in connection 
with the Ebionites.6 It is not known from what source Irenaeus 
received this information. 

Tertullian is the first to mention the name Ebion. Otherwise, he 
adds nothing more to what Irenaeus had already said. He suggests 
that John and Paul opposed the Ebionites in their writings. Hippolytus 
adds nothing more to what Irenaeus has already said. Origen empha- 
sised their desire to imitate Jesus, this assertion being found also in 


1 See p. 26. 

2 Theodoret also mentions the Ebionites in haer. fab., praef., II 11 and V 11 and 
eccl. hist. V 11 3 and I 4 35. 

3 See Epiphanius 30 16 3. 

4 30 15 3-4. 

5 Epiphanius, in connection with the Ossaeans, writes about the practice as being 
Elkesaite, 19 3 5-6. 
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Pseudo-Tertullian. He also speaks about the two different groups. 
Kusebius says that they lived in Chooba or Kochaba. 

Epiphanius is dependent on his predecessors but he completes their 
information with the contents of a number of writings which he supposes 
to be Ebionite. These are very important but must be investigated 
on their own merits without connecting them a priort with Jewish 
Christian groups mentioned by Irenaeus and Origen. 

Irenaeus, Origen and Epiphanius may have had some personal 
contact with the Ebionites or Jewish-Christians who were called 
Ebionites. Therefore we may conclude that Ebionites lived in Egypt. 
But is Origen writing about the same group as Irenaeus? Although 
they show the same characteristics, the Ebionites about whom Irenaeus 
is writing were most probably living in Rome. We do not know from 
what source Epiphanius received the Pertodot Petrou and the other 
books. We may presume that they came from the regions to the east 
of the river Jordan. Epiphanius was well aware of the differences 
between the classical accounts of the Ebionites’ beliefs and customs 
and the contents of the writings he had come across. 

Epiphanius starts from the mistaken assumption that everything 
Jewish-Christian must be called Ebionite and must have originated 
in the same group. This mistake is made by all orthodox members 
of the Church. Starting from this assumption, Epiphanius tries to 
explain the differences between his sources. For this reason he intro- 
duces Elxai, who he says exercised a great influence over the Ebionites. 
When we say that Epiphanius starts from the wrong angle this does 
not mean that we may ignore the similarities existing between Elxai 
and the Pseudo-Clementines on the one hand and the traditional 
descriptions of the Ebionites on the other. 

Finally we may say that the Ebionites became gradually known 
chiefly as a sect that denied the Virgin Birth or, more simply, as a 
sect that lived according to the Jewish Law.1 When they no longer 
existed they were still held up as a warning to later generations.? 


1 See Isidorus of Seville, de haer. IX, Praedestinatus I 10, Rufinus, comm. tn symb. 
apost. 39, Honorius Augustodunensis, de haer. LITI, Paschasius Radbertus, exp. in 
Matth. V 9. 

2 See Pseudo-Tertullian, Carmen ad Marc. I, Apost. Constit. VI 6, Chronicon Paschale, 
Hilarius, de trin. I 26, II 4 and 23, Gennadius Massiliensis, de eccl. dogm. II, Nestorian 
History XXXV, Ignatius, Philad. VI (long recension), Cassianus, de inc. Dom. I 2, 
III 5 and V 10, Cassiodorus, hist. eccl. tripart. I 14 and Alexander of Alexandria, epist. IX. 
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NAZORAEANS 


Epiphanius 


As far as we know, Epiphanius was the first writer to mention the 
Jewish-Christian sect of the Nazoraeans. 

From his Panarion 29 1 1 we learn that the Nazoraeans were sup- 
posed to have lived in the earliest times of Christianity. He says 
that he does not know whether they originated before the Cerinthians, 
with them or after them. Since, according to Epiphanius, the Cerinth- 
ians already existed in Apostolic times, he suggests that the Nazoraeans 
also lived at that time. This supposition is corroborated in 29 5 4 
where Epiphanius states that the Nazoraeans originated when followers 
of the Apostles left the Church after the Ascension. In this connection 
he writes that they were Jews, lived according to the Law and practised 
circumcision. 

It is clear that Epiphanius has a certain difficulty to face. He is 
aware of a tradition about a Jewish-Christian sect of ‘““Nazoraeans’’, 
but he is also aware of the well known fact that initially all Christians 
were known by that name (29 1 3 and 29 6 2).1 Headmitsthat the Jewish- 
Christians and the early Christians bore the same name. For this reason 
Paul could be addressed as “leader of the heresy of the Nazoraeans”’ 
(29 6 3). Paul did not deal with this misunderstanding, according to 
Epiphanius, but the difference between the two groups is that the 
Jewish-Christians gave this name to themselves (29 1 2 and 29 5 6).? 

In 29 7 7-8 we find a remark on the origin of the sect which differs 
from that mentioned above. Here he writes that the origin of the 
Nazoraeans must be sought in Perea among the Christians who left 
Jerusalem before its capture in 70 A.D. In this connection he adds 
that the Nazoraeans lived in Beroia, Pella and Kochaba. 

The presence of Nazoraeans in Pella is also mentioned in 30 2 8 
where he says that the Ebionites originated in the sect of the Nazorae- 


1 Tertullian, adv. Marc. IV 8 and Eusebius, Onomasticon, ed. de Lagarde 285, 37-38. 

2 Since the name of the Nazoraeans has been identified with the name of the group 
called Nalwpaico in Acts 24, 5, it is evident that the spelling of this name is the same as 
that found in different languages and editions of the New Testament. This means that 
in Greek we always read Nalwpaios and in Latin Nazarenus, Nazarenus, Nazaraeus 
and Nazareus (cf. Matth. 2, 23 in the Vulgate). Theodor bar-Khonai follows the spelling 
of the Peshitto Motes. See also K. Rudolph, Die Mandéer, I Gottingen 1900, p. 112-117. 
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ans.! Obviously Epiphanius arrives at this different conclusion about 
their origin because he knows from some source about their dwelling 
place. 

His remarks on their dwelling place are somewhat strange. Pella and 
Kochaba are cities to the east of the river Jordan. Pella is mentioned, 
according to traditions known to Epiphanius also, in connection with 
the departure of Christians from Jerusalem before the fall of the city.? 
Beroia, moreover, is far away from these two cities and, to our know- 
ledge, never mentioned in connection with Jewish Christians. Since 
Jerome, apparently independently of Epiphanius, also speaks of Beroia 
as a centre for Nazoraeans,? we assume that Epiphanius was basing 
his assertion on reliable traditions. However, we admit that his mention 
on Pella and Kochaba as dwelling places of Nazoraeans is the result 
of his trying to reconcile differing traditions. It was easy for him to 
draw the conclusion that Jewish-Christians living in Beroia reached 
that city by way of Pella as they came from Jerusalem.¢ 

This means that the different traditions about Jewish-Christians 
gave rise to conflicting conclusions with regard to the origins of the 
Nazoraeans. On the one hand he assumes that they lived in Jerusalem 
before 70 A.D. and on the other hand he supposes that they originated 
among Christians who left the city before its fall. It was impossible 
for Epiphanius to reconcile these conclusions by supposing that an 
already existing Jewish-Christian sect left Jerusalem before 70 A.D., 
since the traditional account of this event spoke of a revelation given 
by Christ, and this revelation would not have been given to heretics. 

Epiphanius compares the ideas of the Nazoraeans with those of 
the Cerinthians. He writes that, unlike the Cerinthians, the Nazoraeans 
accepted the Old Testament. But he insists that they were Jews who 


1 Cf. 40 1 5: (KoxaBn) &0a ai trav “EBwwvaiwy te nai Nalwpaiwyv pila evjptarro ... 
See also 19 5 4. 

2 See about Pella: Eusebius III 5 2-3 and Kokabe, p. 27. 

3 Jerome, de vir. wl. III 1. 

4 Cf. A. Schmidtke, Neue Fragmente ..., p. 104: ‘‘Es ist ein festes, durch keine Einwan- 
de zu erschiitterndes Ergebnis, dass die Angaben des Epiphanius tiber die Entstehung 
und die Siedelungsstatten der Nazoraer im transjordanensischen Lande samt und sonders 
aus haltlosen Combinationen bestehen und einfach zu ignorieren sind’’, and E. Meyer, 
Ursprung und Anfange des Christentums I, p. 252, n. 1.: ‘*... damit (scil. Beroia) verbindet 
er falschlich die in Wirklichkeit von den Ebioniten geltende Angabe, sie hatten auch in 
der Dekapolis bei Pella und in dem Orte Kokabe in Basanitis gesessen ...’’. 

5 Eusebius III 5 3 and Epiphanius 29 7 8. 
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differed from other Jews because they accepted Christ (28 7 5). Their 
Christian beliefs may be considered orthodox as they believed in the 
resurrection of the dead, and they believed also that God created the 
world and that his “child” was Jesus the Christ.1 Epiphanius is not 
sure whether they accepted the Virgin Birth (29 7 6). This is because 
he did not know whether a genealogy was included in the Gospel 
used by the Nazoraeans (29 9 4). 

Epiphanius states emphatically that the Nazoraeans were well 
versed in the Hebrew language. They read the Old Testament and the 
Gospel in Hebrew (29 7 4 and 9 4). Their relation with Judaism is 
made clear by the fact that the Jews solemnly cursed them three 
times a day (29 9 2).? | | 

According to Epiphanius they used the “Gospel of Matthew in 
Hebrew”. Obviously he knows no more about this Gospel than that 
it was written in Hebrew. Since the only Gospel written in Hebrew 
that he knows of is the Gospel of Matthew, he concludes that the 
Nazoraeans possessed this venerable book.’ 

To sum up: Epiphanius knew of a Jewish-Christian group called 
the Nazoraeans. They lived in Beroia, were of Jewish race and used 
the Hebrew or Aramaic language. He knows very little about them, 
except that they lived according to the Jewish Law and accepted 
some orthodox beliefs about Jesus. 


Anacephalairosis 


The short note in the Anacephalatosis is dependent on Epiphanius. 
In their turn, John Damascene, de haer. 29, and Theodor bar-Khonai 
are dependent on the Anacephalarosis. 


Jerome 


From de vir. all. III, written in 392, one might draw the conclusion 
that Jerome had been in personal contact with the Nazoraeans. He 


1 The sentence reads in 29 7 3: ... éva 5€ Oedy KarayyéAovar Kai tov tovrouv maida 
*Inaotv Xporcv. The word ais seems archaic, but we do not wish to exclude the possib- 
ility of the influence of Acts 3, 13, 26; 4, 27 and 30. 

2 See Schiirer, Gesch. des Jiid. Volkes II4, p. 543-544, and Schoeps, Theologie ..., 
p. 284-285. 

3 The original Aramaic version often is mentioned: Eusebius III 24 6; V 8 2, see 
also Irenaeus III 1 1; V 103; V 30 1 and VI 24 4. 
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says that on that occasion he received the Gospel of Matthew, written 
“in Hebrew lettering and words’. He adds that this same Gospel is 
available in the Library of Caesarea. It may be that Jerome met Jewish- 
Christians in Beroia during his stay in Chalcis from 374 to 379.1 This 
seems to be corroborated by his mentioning that he learnt Hebrew 
from a Jewish-Christian during these years (epist. CXKXV 12).2 

In spite of this information it is doubtful whether Jerome was 
personally acquainted with Jewish-Christians in Beroia, for in his 
writings, apart from some quotations taken from a Jewish-Christian 
Gospel, he gives very little information about the Nazoraeans. More- 
over, the information he does give is often contradictory. In 398 he 
writes that the Nazoraeans believed Jesus was “‘the son of thecarpenter”’ 
(in Matth. 13, 53-54). This obviously implies that they rejected the 
Virgin Birth. But in 404 he writes that they believed in the Virgin 
Birth, the Passion of Christ under Pontius Pilate and his resurrection, 
in spite of their being both Christian and Jewish (epest. CXII 13).3 
This contradiction with regard to such a central point means that 
Jerome’s knowledge of the Nazoraeans was negligible. 

However, his remarks on the Gospel suggest further comments. 
As we have already said, Jerome wrote in 392 that he copied the Gospel 
of Matthew, written in Hebrew characters. Speaking elsewhere (in 
Eph. 5,4 and in Matth. 6,11) about the Gospel of Matthew in Hebrew, 
he is undoubtedly referring to the same Gospel. But in 398 he is not 
sure whether the Gospel in question is really identical with the Gospel 
of Matthew (7m Matth. 12, 13, cf. also adv. Pel. III 2 from 415). This 
means that he must have had only a superficial knowledge of its con- 
tents. This is possible if we suppose that his copying the Gospel resulted 
in only a slight knowledge of his contents, which is understandable 
if he knew very little of the Hebrew language at that time. 

But the problem cannot be solved in that way. It appears that in 
the year 391, that is, at the very time when he identified the Gospel 


1 Zahn, Gesch. des neutest. Kanons II II, p. 648, n. 22, and Bardenhewer, Gesch. der 
altchristl. Ltt. III, p. 606. 

2 See H. Waitz, Neue Untersuchungen iiber die sogen. judenchristlichen Evangelien, 
in: Zertschr. f. d. neutest. Wissensch. 36 1937, p. 60-81, p. 63. 

3 See also in Ez. 16, 16 (410/15) in which it is said that they bring together the law 
and grace. G. Bardy, Saint Jéréme et l’Evangile selon les Hébreux, in Mélanges de Science 
Relig. 3 1964, p. 5-36, p. 31, rightly states: ““On peut se demander si Saint Jéréme a 
réellement connu ses Nazaréens’’. 
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of the Nazoraeans with the Gospel of Matthew, he wrote that he had 
translated the Gospel recently (nuper; in Mich. 7 6). He said the same 
when writing in 392 (de wir. all. II and XVI) and in 398 (1n Matth. 12, 13). 
If this is true, we cannot imagine that he did not know whether he 
was translating the Gospel of Matthew or another Gospel. 

A further difficulty with regard to the value we may attach to 
Jerome’s knowledge of this Gospel arises from his remark, written in 
415, that the Gospel had been written in Chaldaean and Syriac (adv. 
Pelag. III 2) in contradiction to his earlier remark about the Hebrew 
language. 

We must conclude that even if Jerome copied this Gospel he cannot 
have translated more than a few verses. With the help of these he 
was able to refer to the original Hebrew regarding passages of the 
New Testament which he wished to explain (cf. in Matth. 6, 11).? 

This however does not solve the problem as to which Gospel Jerome 
used. First of all we have to bear in mind his identification of the 
Gospel of the Nazoraeans with the Gospel available in the Library 
at Caesarea (de vir. all. III). 

We may conclude from other sources that such a Gospel was indeed 
possessed by that Library.* But, even if this is true, we cannot be 


1 Jerome mentions this Gospel under the name of secundum apostolos. It is possible 
that a Gospel with this name existed, since Origen, hom. I 1 in Luc. speaks about a Gospel 
“of the twelve’. But we wish to follow Bardy, art. c. p. 27-28: ‘‘Conclusions dons, simple- 
ment, que Jéréme s’est trompé en identifiant l’Evangile des Douze et I’Evangile hébreu”’. 
See also p. p. 30. n. 4. 

2 Schmidtke, Neue Fragmente ..., p. 254, cannot accept that Jerome translated 
the Gospel: ‘‘Diese ‘nuper’ ist das ‘jiingst’, mit dem Aufschneider ihre Geschichtchen 
beginnen’’. Also Bardy, art. c., p. 34: ‘‘Non seulement il n’a pas traduit, mais il ne l’a 
lu que d’un regard distrait, si méme il l’a lu en entier’’, and Vielhauer, in: Hennecke- 
Schneemelcher, Neutestamentl. Apokryphen, p. 86: ‘‘Es ist daher weitgehend anerkannt, 
dass Hieron. das Evangelium der Nazardaer nicht tibersetzt hat’’. But see also M.-J. 
Lagrange, L’Evangile selon les Hebreux, in: Revue Bibl. 31 1922, p. 161-181 and 321-349, 
p. 343: ‘‘D’ailleurs nous ne prétendons pas qu’il ait réellement transcrit dés cette é6poque 
(in Chalcis) ’évangile araméen, et quand il dit Pavoit traduit en grec et latin, admettons 
pour le moment qu’on puisse |’entendre d’extraits des passages divergents’’, the same 
opinion: Meyer, Anfang und Urspriinge ... I, p. 260-261: ‘‘Dass das (scil. translation of 
the Gospel of the Hebrews) einfach erfunden sei ... wird schwerlich zutreffend sein ...”’. 
It may be that he translated ‘‘einzelne Stellen’’. 

3 Eusebius, Theoph. IV 12, and Mai, Nova Pair. Bibl. IV 1,155, speaks about a “Gospel 
in Hebrew’’. It was probably available in the library of Caesarea. Hegesippus quoted 
a Gospel in Syriac, cf. Eusebius IV 22 8. See, for the identification of the Gospel used 
by Hegesippus, the Gospel mentioned by Eusebius and the Gospel of the Nazoraeans, 
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sure that this Gospel is really the same as the Gospel of the Nazoraeans. 
We must add that since Jerome accepted this identity he possibly quot- 
ed the Caesarean Gospel in the belief that he was using the Gospel 
of the Nazoraeans.! 

Furthermore, Jerome identified the Gospel of the Nazoraeans with 
the “Gospel of the Hebrews’’ known to Origen (de wir. all. II, cf. also 
in Matth. 12, 13). Thus he availed himself of the opportunity of quoting 
the ‘‘Gospel of the Hebrews” which he found in Origen’s writings 
and claimed that he was quoting from the Gospel of the Nazoraeans.? 

We may therefore be dealing with three Gospels, one in Caesarea, 
one ‘‘of the Nazoraeans” and one “of the Hebrews’, but more probably 
there were two only, the Nazoraean which is also to be found in Caesa- 
rea, and the “Gospel of the Hebrews’’. So it is necessary to examine 
every quotation given by Jerome in order to decide from which 
Gospel it was taken.? By far the most important are Jerome’s quota- 
tions taken from a Nazoraean interpretation of the prophet Isaiah 
(an Es. 8, 14; 8, 19-22; 8, 23-9, 3; 29, 20-21 and 31, 6-9).4 From these 


Vielhauer, in: Hennecke-Schneemelcher, Neutestamentl. Apokryphen, p. 85, and p. 27 
of this work. 

1 Cf. Schmidtke, Neue Fragmente ..., p. 66: “‘An sich kénnte er nun seine NE-Zitate 
je dem Exemplare entnommen haben, das er in der Casariensis gesehen hatte’. The 
same suggestion in Bardy, art. c., p. 35, and Vielhauer, in: Hennecke-Schneemelcher, 
Neutestamentliche Apokryphen, p. 86. 

2 Schmidtke, Neue Fragmente ..., p. 255, supposed that Jerome depended on Origen, 
Apollinaris and Eusebius. Bardy, art. c., recognized the dependency on Origen, but 
doubted whether he was dependent on Apollinaris, p. 29-30. 

3 For criteria to enable us to discover in which cases Jerome depends on the Gospel 
of the Nazoraeans and in which cases on the Gospel of the Hebrews, see Vielhauer, in: 
Hennecke-Schneemelcher, Neutestamentliche Apokryphen, p. 86-87. Students of Jewish- 
Christian Gospels must start with Schmidtke, Neuc Fragmenfe, written in 1911. He 
discovered that the Gospel of the Nazoraeans is an Aramaic Gospel. Schmidtke, Zum 
Hebrderevangelium, in: Zeitschr. f.d. neutestamentl. Wissensch. 35 1936, p. 24-44, and 
Meyer, Anfang und Ursprunge ... I, p. 261, identified the Gospel of the Ebionites with 
the Gospel of the Hebrews. Lagrange, L’Evangile selon les Hébreux ..., identified the 
Gospel of the Nazoraeans with the Gospel of the Hebrews. Waitz, Neue Untersuchungen ..., 
rightly distinguished between the Gospel of the Nazoraeans, the Gospel of the Hebrews 
and the Gospel of the Ebionites. H. Waitz, Das Evangelium der Zwélf Apostel, in: 
Zeitschr. f.d. neutestamentl. Wissensch. 13 1912, p. 338-348, introduced the unnecessary 
identification of the Gospel of the Ebionites with the Gospel of the twelve. Vielhauer, 
in: Hennecke-Schneemelcher, Neutestamentliche Apokryphen, also accepts three Jewish 
Christian Gospels. 

4 See A. F. J. Klijn, Jerome’s Quotations from a Nazoraean Interpretation of Esaiah, 
in: Recherches de Science Relig. 60 1972, p. 241-255. Jerome also mentions a Nazoraean 
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it appears that the Nazoraeans lived according to the Jewish Law, 
but that they accepted Paul as an apostle to the Gentiles. They did 
not reject the Jewish people but supposed them to be deceived by 
“Scribes and Pharisees”. 

The remarks on the Nazoraeans in Epiphanius and Jerome can 
be taken together to form a picture of this Jewish-Christian sect.1 
We are speaking of a Syriac or Aramaic speaking group of Jewish 
descent. They lived according to the Jewish Law but accepted the 
virgin birth and Paul. They used an Aramaic or Syriac Gospel, possibly 
the same as that Gospel mentioned by Eusebius which was in the Lib- 
rary at Caesarea. If we identify this Gospel with that used by Hegesip- 
pus we may conclude that these Nazoraeans originated among Christ- 
ians living in Palestine at a very early date.? 


Augustine 


About the year 400 Augustine wrote about the Nazoraeans in his 
contra Faust. and de baptismate. Of some significance is the passage 
in contra Faust. XIX 17 which reads: “They are those mentioned by 
Faustus under the name of Symmachians or Nazoraeans’’. This means 
that Faustus was speaking about Jewish-Christians, but it is not clear 
whether he called them Symmachians or Nazoraeans, or used both these 
names. From contra Faust. XTX 4 we may conclude that he probably 
used the name Symmachians because in this passage Augustine men- 
tions the Nazoraeans and adds the words: “‘whom others call Symmach- 
ians’’. In contra Crescon. I 31 Augustine speaks again about the Nazo- 
raeans “whom others call Symmachians”’. In de bapt. VII 1 Augustine 


Apocryphon of Jeremiah in in Matth. 27, 9-10, see Harnack, Gesch. der altchristl. Lit. 
II 1, p. 579. 

1 On Jerome depends Paschasius Radbertus, exp. in ev. Maith. II 2 .His explanation 
of the word Nazarenus as being sanctitas depends on Jerome, liber interpr. hebr. nom. 
70 12. His remark that the Nazoraeans wish to link the old with the new also originated 
in Jerome, in Ez. 16,16 and epist. CXII 13. 

2 See Schmidtke, Neue Fragmente ..., p. 125: ““Demnach sind die Nazaraer nicht anders 
zu bestimmen denn als der spaterhin abgesonderte judenchristliche Teil der urspriingliche 
gleich der Gemeinde von Antiochen (Gal. 2) aus geborenen Juden und Heiden gemischten 
Gemeinde von Beréa. Diese Christen jiidischen Volkes waren durch die Verhaltnisse 
dazu gedrangt worden, sich zu einem eigenen Verein zusammenzutun, indem sie unge- 
stérter die alte nationale Sitte pflegen konnten”’. 
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speaks about Jewish Christians who gave themselves the name Nazo- 
raeans.+ 

Augustine appears to know the name of these Jewish-Christians 
but does not show that he had had any personal acquaintance with 
them. He indicates a group of Christians with characteristic Jewish 
beliefs: they submit to circumcision (de bapt. VII 1, contra Faust. 
XIX 4 and XIX 17, contra Cresc. I 31); they live according to the Law, 
which means that they keep the Sabbath and do not eat pork (contra 
Faust. XIX 4). These conceptions are obviously derived from Paul’s 
Letter to the Galatians in which he reproaches them for “forcing 
the Gentiles to submit to circumcision” (contra Faust. XIX 17, cf. Gal. 
2, 14 and also de bapt. VIT 1). 

In his correspondence with Jerome we see once more that Augustine 
speaks of the Jewish-Christians as Nazoraeans. In epist. CXII 13 
Jerome writes to Augustine about Cerinthus, Ebion and the Nazoraeans. 
Augustine answers in epist. CX VI 16 1 in which, referring to the heresy 
of Ebion, he says of his followers that they are “commonly called 
Nazoraeans’’, 

This means that Augustine, before the year 428, when he wrote 
his book against heresies and in which he is dependent on the Ana- 
cephalatosis,2 never mentions any other group of Jewish-Christians 
apart from the Nazoraeans. Augustine supposes that they still existed 
as a small group in his own time (contra Faust. XIX 17). 

We may conclude that Augustine had no personal knowledge of 
the Jewish-Christians. It would be interesting to know why he called 
them Nazoraeans, but we have not enough data to solve this problem. 


Theodoret 


Theodoret, haer. fab., II 2 deals with the Nazoraeans after the 
Ebionites and before speaking of Cerinthus. This is the same order 
we find in Epiphanius, although Theodoret does not give any sign 
of having known this author. We therefore assume that his placing 
Cerinthus after the Ebionites shows his dependence on Eusebius, 
whom he follows also in his description of the other two heresies. 

The short passage about the Nazoraeans cannot have been taken 
from Eusebius since that writer does not mention the group. The source 


1 On this passage depends Eugyppus, thesaurus CCXXVI. 
2 On Augustine depend Isidorus of Sevilla, de haer. lib X and etymol. lib. V, Hono- 
rius Augustodunensis, de haer. lib. XXIV, Praedestinatus I 9,and Paulus, dehaer.libell. V 
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of Theodoret’s information is quite unknown and we may suggest 
that all he knew of the Nazoraeans was that they were Jewish-Christ- 
ians. This explains why he mentions that they accepted Jesus as a 
just man. 

We can only conjecture why he says that the Nazoraeans used the 
Gospel of Peter. This Gospel is mentioned, among other sources, in 
Eusebius hast. eccl. VI 12 2, where it is said that Serapion wrote against 
Domuus during the great so-called Domitian persecution when Domnus 
lapsed to Judaism. Serapion wrote also against the Gospel of Peter. 
Since he attacked both the converted Jew Domnus and the Gospel 
of Peter, Theodoret may have concluded that this Gospel was Jewish- 
Christian. 

Whatever source Theodoret may have used, he obviously had no 
personal knowledge of this sect. 


Conclusion 


The only writers who knew something about the Nazoraeans were 
Epiphanius and Jerome, and they had no first-hand knowledge of 
their beliefs. They depended largely on the Nazoraean books, that is, 
their Gospel and the commentary on the prophet Isaiah. Nevertheless 
we have some knowledge of their ideas. Living in Beroia and speaking 
Aramaic they adhered to Judaism but accepted the orthodox beliefs 
about Jesus and acknowledged Paul and the Gentile Christian Church. 


SYMMACHIANS 


In this chapter we consider Symmachus in so far as he is associated 
with Jewish-Christianity in early Christian literature.} 

The first writer to state that Symmachus was a Jewish-Christian 
is Eusebius, host. eccl. VI 17 (cf. Dem. Ev. VII 1). He says that some 
of Symmachus’ writings are still available ev ofs doxet mpos TO Kata 
MarOaiov amorewdpevos evayyéAcov Thy SednAwWpLEVnY aipeow Kpariver. 
The writings pera Kal dAAwv els tas ypadas épunverd@v were, he 


1 See for Symmachus: H. B. Swete, An Introduction to the Old Testament in Greek, 
New York 1968 (repr. 1902), p. 49-63, S. Jellicoe, The Septuagint and Modern Study, 
Oxford 1968, p. 94-99, and Harnack, Gesch. der altchristl. Lit. I 1, p. 209-212. 
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says, received by Origen from a certain woman who, in her turn, 
had received them from Symmachus. 

This passage is not quite clear. Are we to understand that Symmach- 
us wrote a commentary on Matthew, as Jerome asserts (de vir. all. CIV) ? 
This supposition is unnecessary, for Symmachus may have refuted 
only certain pasages of the Gospel, such as Matth. 1, 23.1 But on the 
other hand we read that, according to Eusebius, this work had been 
given to Origen complete with ‘“‘other explanations’, and this would 
seem to imply that Symmachus also wrote a commentary of some sort. 

The answer to the question as to whether Symmachus really wrote 
a commentary is of some importance in deciding whether he was 
a Jewish-Christian or not. As a Jew we may suppose he wrote against 
some passage in Matthew, but it is difficult to accept that he wrote 
a whole commentary. 

But the information about Symmachus given by Eusebius may be 
supplemented from Palladius, Historia Lausiaca 147. Here we read 
that Origen spent two years with the “‘pious virgin Juliana’’. Palladius 
tells us that he saw the books in which Origen recorded that he had 
found them in the house of Juliana, who had received them from 
Symmachus. If we consider these two stories together we may conclude 
that Symmachus did not belong to the orthodox Church, of which 
Juliana was a member. But is it any easier to accept that Juliana was 
acquainted with a Jew or a Jewish-Christian ? 

We may therefore conclude that it is very difficult to decide whether 
Eusebius is right in his statement about Symmachus’ Jewish-Christian 
background. We must also remember that Origen does not actually 
say that he was a Jewish-Christian. One might draw attention to the 
passage in 7m Matth. XVI 16 where he says that Symmachus used 
the word zpais instead of zrwyds, which is found in LXX in Zach. 9,9. 
But this is hardly sufficient proof that Symmachus was an Ebionite. 

Jerome speaks of Symmachus and Theodotion as Ebionites (1m Hab. 
3 11 et seqq., de vir. all. LIV). In de wir. all. LIV, following Eusebius, 
he writes that Symmachus wrote commentaries on Matthew. This 
was again repeated by Nicephorus Callistus (eccl. hist. V 12). 

Apart from Jerome, in the above-mentioned passage which is 
dependent on Eusebius, Latin writers never speak of Symmachus 
as an Ebionite. Nevertheless, they sometimes mention a Jewish-Christ- 
lan sect, the Symmachians. The first writer to speak of this group 


1 Cf. Harnack, Gesch. der altchristl. Lit. I 1, p. 210. 


54 ELKESAITES 


is Ambrosiaster, ad Gal. prol. He says that they are descendants of 
the Pharisees who live according to the Law but claim to be Christians. 
In connection with our remarks about the Nazoraeans we have already 
said that whereas Augustine himself speaks of Nazoraeans Faustus 
speaks about Jewish-Christians called Symmachians (contra Faust. 
XIX 17 and contra Cresc. I 31)}. 

Filaster writes that the Symmachians were disciples of Patricius, 
a heretic who held some Gnostic views. He said that they were libertines 
(de haer. LXIII). 

Marius Victorinus makes an interesting observation. He writes that 
the Symmachians refer to James “whom they consider an Apostle 
like the Twelve” and that they live like Jews (in ep. ad Gal. 1, 19). 
They believe Christ to be Adam and the anima generalis. It is not clear 
from what source he received this information. When he speaks of 
the Ebionites it seems that this concept of Christ has some affinity 
with the contents of Pseudo-Clementine literature.? 

We may conclude that those who speak of Symmachus as an Ebionite 
do not mention the Symmachians and that those who write about the 
Symmachian group do not consider Symmachus to be an Ebionite. 
We may however assume that he was indeed an Ebionite. In any case 
at one time he was considered to be a Jewish Christian. Probably it 
was due to this tradition that some writers spoke of Symmachians 
when referring to Jewish-Christians. Or it may be that this was because 
they knew that Jewish-Christians used Symmachus’ translation of 
the Old Testament. 


ELKESAITES 


Hippolytus 


Hippolytus mentions Elxai? in a passage about bishop Callistus 
(Ref. [X 13-17), and again in a long list of heretics (X 29). 
At the time when Hippolytus was objecting to the somewhat lenient 


1 See p. 50-51. 

2 See p. 33. 

3 Hippolytus uses the name *HAxacat. Eusebius writes about ‘EAKxeoairdy aipeats, 
Epiphanius uses both ’HAgat and ’Hdgaios. The Kélner-Codex renders ’Adyacaios. 
See also G. Strecker, Elkesat, in: Reallex. f. Antike u. Christentum, Bd. IV, ec. 1171. 
and K. Rudolph, Die Mandder, I, Gottingen 1960, p. 233, n. 4. 
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penitential teaching of Callistus who, according to him, even introduced 
the practice of a second baptism (IX 12 26), Alcibiades appeared, 
coming from Apamea in Syria. He, again according to Hippolytus, 
wanted to surpass Callistus in leniency. This Alcibiades possessed 
a book which he declared had been received by Elxai from the Seres 
in Parthia.? Elxai gave it to a certain Sobiai. Finally, it is said that it 
had been revealed by an angel (IX 13 2). 

One gets the impression that two different observations about the 
origin of this book have been confused. One of them probably spoke 
of it originating among the Seres, a legendary people, and the other 
about it having been inspired by an angel. It is interesting to see that 
in this passage Elxai seems to have been no more than an intermediary.® 
We presume that Sobiai is not the name of a person, as Hippolytus 
suggests, but that of a group using this name to express the emphasis 
they laid on the importance of purification through baptism.‘ 

The similarity between Callistus and Alcibiades is seen in the fact 
that Alcibiades also preached the possibility of receiving forgiveness 
of sins. According to Alcibiades, this forgiveness had been proclaimed 
in the third year of the Emperor Trajan, who had instituted a baptism 
by means of which, so he proclaimed, every sinful person could be 


1 1X 131: ... yopydrepov éaurov xai edpudorepov ev KuBelas Kpivas tod KadXilorov. See 
also B. Poschmann, Paenitentta secunda, in: Theophaneia I, Bonn, 1940, p. 348-367. 

2 This tribe is mentioned in Pseudo Clement, Rec. VIII 48 and [X 19 25 and is con- 
sidered to be pious and holy. Liddell-Scott, s.v. Zip: “the people from whom silk was 
obtained (i.e. The Chinese)”’. 

3 The remarks on the origin of the book can be compared with Epiphanius, Pan. 
19 1 4, where it is said that Elxai wrote the book because he received a “‘prophecy or 
a divine inspired wisdom”’, and Eusebius, hist. eccl. VI 38, saying that the book fell from 
heaven. The different traditions can be explained if the book was written by an anonym- 
ous person in the first person singular. The revelation was probably given by one or 
two angels of an enormous size as suggested by Hippolytus. This agrees with Epiphanius 
who, though he identified the angel and Christ, writes about the revelation by a ‘“‘power”’ 
(Pan. 19 4 1). For this reason the book was possibly originally named ““The Book of 
‘o> d:n’’, this means the ‘‘Book of the Hidden Power” (cf. Hippolytus, Ref. X 291, saying 
that the book bore the name of Elxai and Epiphanius, Pan. 19 6 1, who gives it the 
name ‘Book of Elxai”). Since the name ‘‘el chasai’? was not understood by Greek 
readers, having obviously been left untranslated, it was accepted that it was the name 
of the man who distributed it (Hippolytus) or who had to be identified with the author 
(Epiphanius). 

4 Rudolph, o.c., p. 236-237, identifies this name with that of the Sampsaeans mention- 
ed by Epiphanius in Pan. 53. Cf. also the proper name ZaffPaios 6 Banriorjs in Kdlner- 
Codex 97,18-98,8. | 
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absolved (13 4).1 According to Hippolytus, he was especially concerned 
with the erring sheep dispersed by Callistus (13 5). 

Hippolytus writes that the angel who inspired the Book was of 
enormous size? and was accompanied by a female angel.? The first 
angel was the son of God and the second the Holy Spirit. (13 2-3). 

In these words Hippolytus gives the nucleus of Alcibiades’ doctrine. 
We are certain however that the particular situation in Rome at that 
time influenced his preaching. Hippolytus writes that Alcibiades 
had been an “interpreter” of Elxai (cf. 17 2). We must now therefore 
try to determine how adaptations of the original teaching may be 
discerned. 

In chapter 13 Hippolytus gives a general account of Alcibiades’ 
preaching, which lays stress on the possibility of penitence, as revealed 
by this book. He also taught the obligation of baptism (13 4). Obviously 
he was mainly or exclusively addressing those who had misbehaved 
(13 4). 

Hippolytus writes that he opposed Alcibiades. He goes on to say: 
‘After having exposed his former life and shown that his supposed 
ascetism is hypocritical, I shall now give an account of the essential 
points of his teaching (trav pnrav KepdAaa) in order that those who 
happen to read his writings (rots avrtod éyypddois) carefully may see 
what was this heresy which he adopted” (13 6). 


1 Also Epiphanius connects Elxai with the time of Trajan, see Pan. 19 1 4. We wonder 
whether the movement really started in 101, the third year of Emperor Trajan. In IX 16 4 
itis said that again when three years of the reign of the emperor Trajan are completed 
from the time that he subjected the Parthians to his own sway, war will rage between 
the angels of the north. This seems to imply that before this passage in the book was 
spoken about Trajan’s Parthian war as the beginning of an important event and the 
introduction of three years after which the demoniac powers (“angels of the north’’) 
will destroy each other. This can be explained as the moment men will be judged (see 
Epiphanius quoting from the book in Pan. 19 4 3 a passage which had to be translated 
with: ‘‘I shall be your witness on the day of the great judgment”, see J. Irmscher, in 
Hennecke-Schneemelcher, Neutestamentl. Apokr. II, p. 432) and the beginning of a new 
era. The book opens the possibility of salvation during the three years in which the 
‘angels of the North”’ are still raging. The movement obviously started in the originally 
Parthian side of the border. 

2 The sizes mentioned by Hippolytus are eheye same as those given by Epiphanius, 
Pan. 19 41; 30 17 6 and 53 1 9. 

3 Epiphanius, Pan. 30 17 6 writes that the Holy Spirit stands “over against” Christ 
and in 53 1 9 that she is his sister. 
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Hippolytus appears to say that he intends to give information 
on Alcibiades’ preaching in order to avoid readers of the Book being 
deceived by its contents. 

In chapter 14 Hippolytus deals with the oral preaching. This chapter 
may be divided into two parts. It begins with the words: “He pretends 
to live according to the Law, saying ...’’. But in 14 2 he uses the plural 
form: “They are puffed up to such an extent ...”. It is only in this 
first part that we read Alcibiades’ words. 

He says that Alcibiades lived according to the Law and said that 
all believers must be circumcised and live according to the Law. 
Next he goes on to speak about Christ. He believed that Christ had 
been born many times before he was born of a virgin. But this does not 
alter the fact that he considered Christ to be similar to all other men. 

The observation in 14 2, where Hippolytus speaks about the Elkesaite 
preaching in the plural form is different. Here we read that they claim 
to have the gift of “foreknowledge’’.1 This resulted from their astro- 
logical learning which may also explain their claim to be exorcists. 
This preaching emphasised their astrological love and powers of healing. 
We assume that this general information does not come from Alcibiades 
but from the source he is also going to use in X 29 where we find the 
same emphasis on foreknowledge, mathematics, astrology and magic 
among the Elkesaites. | 

In 14 3 Hippolytus promises to write about the contents of the 
Book.? 

From chapter 15 we gather that he obviously refers to the Book, 
but it is not easy to determine whether he renders its contents 
in the way it was understood and explained by Alcibiades. In 15 1-3 
it is said that Alcibiades administered a particular baptism to those 
who had committed sexual sins. They are said to listen to the Book, 
to be baptised a second time in the name of the Supreme God and his 
Son and to invoke seven witnesses “described in the Book’’.8 During 


1 Hippolytus ascribes this knowledge to a number of groups claiming to know the 
future, cf. I 8, I 25; IV 13; IV 36; V 26 and also X 29 and 32. 

2 Cf. J. Irmscher, o.c., p. 529-532. See also H. Waitz, Das Buch des Elchasai, in 
Harnack-Ehrung, Leipzig 1921, p. 87-104. 

3 The elements are given with differents contents and order. We find the following 
enumerations: | | 
Ref. IX 15 2 Pan. 19 6 4 Pan. 3017 4 
Pan. 19 1 6 (B) Pan. 19 1 6 (A) | 
1. heaven 7. 6. heaven — 1. heaven 
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the baptismal rite Alcibiades tells them that they will have a portion 
with the just and that their sins have been forgiven because they have 
listened to the Book and are baptized a second time, fully clothed. 

In 15 3-6 Hippolytus writes about their incantations. In this con- 
nection he refers to Alcibiades’ words with regard to those bitten by 
a mad dog.! They have to go to a river, to pray to the Supreme God 
and invoke the seven witnesses. They have to say that they will not 
sin again, nor commit adultery, nor steal nor commit a number of 
other sins specifically mentioned. After having uttered these words 
they are baptized, fully clothed, in the name of the Supreme God. 

In chapter 16 Hippolytus writes about the baptism of those afflicted 
with consumption and goes into some astrological practices. This applies 
to particular days on which one is supposed to baptize, or not to baptize, 
and to begin or to avoid beginning an enterprise. 

This means that in the passage given by Hippolytus we can distin- 
guish between three sources: the Book with revelations, Alcibiades’ 
preaching, and the doctrines of the Elkesaites in general, taken from 
some source dealing with the Elkesaites. 

We may accept that Alcibiades himself is responsible for his remarks 
on living according to the Law and Christ having been born many 
times before (14 1). Hippolytus explicitly quotes them as part of Alci- 


2. water 2. 2. water 2. water 
3. holy ghosts 5. 7. wind 3. winds 
4. angels of prayer 4, 6. air 6. angels of righteousness 
5. oil 3. 4. bread (added by Holl) 8. oil 
6. salt 1. 1. salt 3. salt 
7. earth 6. 3. earth 2. earth 
7. bread 


In Pseudo Clement, Diam. 2 and 4 we find: 1. heaven, 3. water, 4. air, 2. earth, followed 
by a meal in connection with which are mentioned: bread and salt. If Epiphanius does 
not depend on Hippolytus, which may be assumed, we may conclude that the identity 
of Ref. IX 15 and Pan. 19 1 6 (B) is an indication that we are dealing with the original 
text. In the three other texts of Pan. we find the word ‘“‘Wind(s)’”’ which may pointtoa 
Semitio original in which the word nm was translated also by ‘“‘ghosts”. In Pan. 
19 1 6 (A) and 19 6 4 we find the word “‘air”’ instead of ‘‘angels of righteousness” (or ‘‘of 
prayer’’) the word “‘oil’” has to give place to the word “‘bread’’. The introduction of the 
words “air”? and ‘‘bread’’ can be explained by the influence of the ‘‘Grundschrift”’, 
of which we find the influence in the Pseudo Clementines. Since Epiphanius assumed the 
influence of Elxai on the ‘‘Grundschrift”’ he decided to combine the two different enum- 
erations in Pan. 30. 

1 See E. Peterson, Die Behandlung der Tollwut bet den Elchesaiten nach Hippolytus, 
in: Frithkirche, Judentum und Gnosis, Rome 1959, p. 221-235. 
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biades’ own preaching. Moreover, the passage is isolated and its con- 
tents do not show any connection with the rest of the passage dealing 
with the Elkesaites. The source mainly dealt with astrological and 
magical practices known among the Elkesaites. 

It is, however, extremely difficult to distinguish between the con- 
tents of the book and Alcibiades’ interpretations presented in chapter 15. 

We may accept that Alcibiades’ preaching lays stress on sexual sins. 
But are we to accept that the Book showed the same emphasis, or was 
it mainly devoted to helping those possessed by demons or physically 
ill? Next, we can accept that in the Book it was said that one had to 
invoke seven witnesses during baptismal rites (15 2). But did the Book 
speak about a baptism in the name of the Supreme God and his Son? 
Is it necessary to accept that the Book mentioned a second baptism ? 
From Hippolytus’ description we receive the impression that sexual 
sins, baptism in the name of the Supreme God and the idea of a “second 
baptism” go together (see 15 1 and 3). As soon as he writes about 
purification from other evil things he omits the expression“second 
baptism” (15 4-16 1). 

The group of Elkesaites described in X 29 shows agreement with 
the opinions of Alcibiades. Hippolytus deals with the group as part of 
a summary of various heresies. He appears to be dependent on a source 
which he has already used in IX 14 2. We notice that the polemical 
attitude is absent. Ablutions and astrology are only mentioned inci- 
dentally. The main topics are their christological ideas. We again read 
that Christ will return throughout the ages. Contrary to Alcibiades’ 
preaching, it is said that Christ is not “one” but was transfused into 
many bodies and at the present time into the body of Christ. 

It is not necessary to assume that Alcibiades represented an Elke- 
saite group like the one mentioned in X 29. But it seems possible that 
Alcibiades adapted his preaching to Roman opinions, especially if we 
note that he said that Christ was not born from a virgin the first time. 
This seems to assume a preaching in which the virgin birth was ment- 
ioned. Alcibiades is willing to agree with this idea without denying 
the doctrine of a continually returning Christ. 

With regard to Jewish-Christianity and the contents of the Book 
we can only say that the idea of a Supreme God, a Son named the Great 
King, accompanied by the Holy Spirit, may show Christian influence. 


1 The name of the Supreme God and his Son aro Jewish, but see also for the Son 
and the Spirit, J. Daniélou, Théologie ..., p. 140, 171 and 279, and G. Kretschmar, 
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For the rest it is only possible to discover Jewish ideas. Apart from the 
names given to the divine persons we notice an interest in the Sabbath. 
In a peculiar passage Hippolytus writes that the Elkesaites honour 
the Sabbath — a remark which refers to one of the ten commandments 
— but that it is the day of one of the impious angels (IX 16 3) on which 
one must not do any work.! In this connection it is interesting to 
refer to another proof of Jewish influence. Epiphanius wrote that, 
according to the Elkesaites, Phineas, a descendant of the famous 
Phineas mentioned in Num. 25, worshipped the Artemis in Susa (Pan. 
19 2 1). This is strange if we remember that Phineas in the Old Testa- 
ment is a champion of Judaism, but it may shed some light on the 
background of the Elkesaites. 

If we remember that the Elkesaite movement started at a time when 
Parthia was defeated by the Romans, and also bear in mind that the 
Jews usually supported the Parthians against the Romans, we may 
assume that we are dealing with a Jewish movement that tried to 
show its allegiance to the Parthian nation.? 

The Jewish-Christian ideas of Alcibiades are obvious. He adheres 
to a christology which agrees with the one we meet in the Pseudo 
Clementines.? This is interesting since it shows that this kind of christo- 
logy already existed before the year 200. It can be located in Syria 
and particularly in Alcibiades’ place or origin, Apamea.‘ 


Origen 


Eusebius had no further knowledge of the existence of the Elkesaites, 
but he tells us that Origen spoke of them in his Homily of the 82nd 
Psalm (hist. eccl. VI 38). According to Origen they appeared in Caesarea 
bringing a book that was supposed to have come from heaven. Their 
preaching seems to have caused some disturbance in the Christian 


Studien zur friithchristlichen Trinstdtstheologie, in: Beitr. z. hist. Theologie 21. Tibingen 
1956, p. 98-99. 

1 The Sabbath is the day of the wicked star Saturn, see W. Rordorff. Der Sonntag, 
in: Abhandl. z. Theol. des A.u.N.T. 43, Ziirich 1962, p. 30-36. 

2 See G. Widengren, Quelques Rapports entre Juifs et Iranicns 4 V Epoque des Parthes, 
in: Volume de Congrés Strassbourg 1956, in: Suppl. to Vetus Test. IV Leiden 1957 p. 197- 
241, and idem, The Status of the Jews in the Sassanian Empire, in: Iranica Antiqua 
I 1961, p. 117-162. 

- 8 See Pseudo-Clement, Hom. ITI 20 and Rec. IT 22 4. 
‘4 Theodoret depends on both Hippolytus, especially X 29, and Eusebius. 
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Churches because they rejected parts of the Bible, although they quoted 
some passages from both Old and New Testaments. 

It is not quite clear what this means. Possibly they quoted some 
passages from the Bible but rejected it as canonical Scripture. 

Origen states that they rejected Paul, and this may have been due 
to Jewish-Christian influence. But they seem also to have been allowed 
to abjure their faith. This cannot easily be explained by Elkesaite 
doctrine, since this practice was confined to the Gnostics who had 
little in common with Elkesaite teaching.! It may be that, like Alci- 
biades in Rome, the Elkesaites took advantage of the difficulties 
within the Caesarean Church, where the treatment of the lapsed was 
under discussion. Possibly the Elkesaites seized this opportunity to 
offer an easy way to forgiveness for those who had denied their faith 
during the persecutions.? It is strange that nothing is said about puri- 
fications. Origen writes only about their preaching in which they 
invited their listeners to believe in the Book. 

With regard to the Elkesaites we only find what we have already 
discovered in Hippolytus. It seems that the Elkesaites were influenced 
by Jewish-Christian beliefs at a very early date. Origen, however, 
shows only one result of this contact, the rejection of Paul.’ 


Epiphanius 


In his Panarion Epiphanius twice mentions Elxai, in chapter 19 
when he speaks of the Jewish sect of the Ossaeans and in chapter 53 
when he speaks of the sect of the Sampsaeans. 

Chapter 19 shows a peculiar example of Epiphanius’ reasoning. He 
says that the Ossaeans are Jews living in the Nabataean region, Iturea, 
Moabitis and Anielitis in the neighbourhood of the Dead Sea (19 1 1-2). 
Then he states that Elxai joined them there in the time of Trajan 
(19 1 4). There follows a passage in which he speaks only of Elxai’s 
beliefs (19 1 5-2 1). Next he goes on to speak about the Ossaeans, of 
whom he says that the remnant still live in Nabataea and Perea, 
near Moabitis, under the name of Sampsaeans (19 2 2). Up to the time 
of the Emperor Constantine two sisters seems to have been venerated 


1 Martyrdom is rejected by Basilides, cf. Irenaeus, adv. haer. I 24 4, and Marcion, 
cf. Tertullian, de fuga in pers. 9. 

2 Epiphanius emphatically refers to persecution in Pan. 19 2 9. 

3 Timothy, de rec. haer. o. 32B depends on Eusebius. 
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in that region; they were called Marthous and Marthana, and were 
descendants of Elxai (19 2 4-5). Once more we find details of Elxai’s 
doctrine taken from ‘the book which contains revelations’ (19 3 4-4 4). 
Epiphanius continues to speak about the Ossaeans, of whom he writes 
that they live like Jews, meaning that they live according to the Law 
and submit to circumcision but, like the Nazoraeans, reject the Penta- 
teuch (19 5 1). They were dispersed after the fall of Jerusalem and 
disappeared like the other Jewish sects (19 5 6-7). Finally Epiphanius 
once more describes the Elkesaite oaths (19 6 4). 

It is clear that Epiphanius has inserted some passages about Elxai 
into his description of the Ossaeans. Several times he repeats that 
Elxai joined the Ossaeans (19 1 4; 19 2 2 and 19 5 4). But it seems 
strange that this should have happened in the time of Trajan (19 1 4), 
since the Ossaeans are supposed to have been dispersed after the fall 
of Jerusalem (19 5 6-7). Clearly we are dealing with an conjectural 
reconstruction of the origin of the Sampsaeans contrived by Epiphanius 
himself. This origin was utterly unknown to the Sampsaeans themselves, 
for nothing is said about these events in chapter 53, which gives us 
some reliable information about this group. 

The reason why he chose the Ossaeans as the predecessors of the 
Sampsaeans is the tradition that both these groups inhabited the same 
region, for it is in connection with the mention of the dwelling place 
of the Ossaeans (19 2 2) that Epiphanius speaks about their relations 
with the Sampsaeans. Since the Sampsaeans evidently shared some 
Elkesaite beliefs he mentions some traditions about Elxai in the middle 
of his information about the Ossaeans, with a view to demonstrating 
that Elxai joined the Ossaeans. 

Now let us turn to his remarks about Elxai. He writes that Elxai 
wrote a book, inspired by divine wisdom and a prophecy (19 1 4). 
He mentions that his brother’s name was Iexai (19 1 4). Elxai is pre- 
sumed to have been of Jewish origin without having lived according 
to the Law (19 1 5). The Elkesaites venerated seven elements and in- 
voked these elements as witnesses (19 1 6). They rejected virginity 
and abhorred chastity. They were obliged to marry (19 1 7). During the 
persecution they were allowed to worship idols, for which they adduced 
Phineas as a witness (19 2 1). They spoke of Jesus as the Great King, 
but Epiphanius could not discover in their book that they were really 
speaking about Jesus Christ (19 3 4). They were forbidden to pray 
turning to the East because they had to pray in the direction of Jeru- 
salem (19 3 5). They rejected sacrifices (19 3 6) and fire (19 3 7), but 
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venerated water (19 3 7). Christ was of enormous size and so was the 
Holy Spirit, rising above the clouds and standing between two mount- 
ains (19 4 1-2).1 Finally Epiphanius tells us that they swore by seven 
witnesses (19 6 4). 

It is evident that Epiphanius, or rather the unknown writer who 
was his source, had access to the ‘book that contained revelations’ 
since he quotes several passages from this work (19 3 7 and 19 4 3). 

Epiphanius’ account shows similarities with that of Hippolytus, when 
he speaks about the seven witnesses. He also mentions the Great 
King and the Holy Spirit being of enormous size, but Epiphanius 
identified the Great King with Christ. It is not impossible that this 
identification already took place in the Book. They differ in their 
account of what happened during the third year of the Emperor 
Trajan’s reign (Hipp., Ref. X 13 4 and Epiphanius, Pan. 19 1 4). 
Epiphanius has different ideas about the origin of the Book and gives 
no details about the various purifications. He also gives different 
quotations from the Book. This makes it unlikely that Epiphanius 
used Hippolytus’ description. Nor it is likely that he depends on 
Kusebius, although both Epiphanius and Eusebius mention the per- 
mission to abjure the faith in times of persecution. 

Therefore we assume that Epiphanius depended upon an original 
tradition which included some quotation from ‘the book that contained 
revelations’. But he seems to have drawn his own conclusions from its 
contents. 

He believes that Elxai was a Jew. He may have come to this con- 
clusion because of the tradition that mentions the custom of facing 
towards Jerusalem when praying. But Epiphanius himself writes that 
Elxai did not live as a Jew. This can only mean that Epiphanius did 
not find in his sources that Elxai obliged his followers to submit to 
circumcision. 

A few ideas are interesting, viz. the obligation to marry, the rejection 
of sacrifices and the veneration of water. These are also Ebionite ideas 
according to Epiphanius, because they were met with in the “Grund- 
schroft” (cf. 30 2 6; 30 16 7). For this reason Epiphanius supposed them 
to have been introduced by Elxai. This would have been a very good 
reason to mention them again in a description of Elkesaite doctrines. 
But in this case Epiphanius quotes a passage from the Book in which 
fire is rejected and water venerated (19 3 7). It was no more than natural 


1 Cf. Pan. 30 17 6-7. 
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that Epiphanius should conclude from this passage that they rejected 
sacrifices. But it is probable that other remarks are due to Epiphanius’ 
own reasoning. 

The remarks in chapter 53 on the Sampsaeans are fairly superficial. 
He says they are also called Elkesaites (53 1 1). They live in Perea which 
he says is the region on the other side of the Dead Sea, in the land of 
the Moabites near the river Arnon and in the vicinity of Iturea and 
Moabitis (cf. 19 1 10). They were supposed to use the same book as 
the Ossaeans, the Ebionites and the Nazoraeans (53 1 3). He is obviously 
speaking about the Elkesaite book which contained revelations, but 
he also mentions another book written by Iexai, Elxai’s brother. This 
brother was mentioned in 19 1 4 also, but not in connection with a 
book. It is probable that Epiphanius read about a book written by 
Elxai in a manuscript in which the name Elxai was misspelt or damaged. 
From this possible slip of the pen he concluded that two books existed 
written by two different authors.! The Elkesaites honoured one God, 
observed purifications and looked like Jews, but some of them rejected 
meat (53 1 4). They venerated two women from the family of Elxai, 
Marthous and Marthana (53 1 2). They did not accept prophets and 
apostles. They adored water as if it were divine (53 1 7). They were 
Christians in name only. They believed that Christ was created and 
that he reappeared throughout the ages. He was incarnate in Adam 
and assumed his body or dispensed with it as he wished. The Holy 
Spirit is his sister and both are of immense size (53 1 8-9). 

Epiphanius probably depends on reliable traditions. He knows 
that the Sampsaeans lived in Perea which he mentions twice in connec- 
tion with them (53 1 1). This group was obviously influenced by Elke- 
salte ideas. They venerated Elxai’s descendants and were supposed 
to possess his book. But the specifically Elkesaite ideas they held were 
very few. They permitted several baptisms but this custom was not 
confined to the Sampsaeans. It is said that they rejected meat, repu- 
diated the prophets and apostles and adored water, but this may be 
due to ideas already existing within the group influenced by Elkesaite 
doctrines. 

More important, however, are Epiphanius’ remarks on the Sampsae- 
an christology. The idea of Christ reappearing throughout the ages 
shows similarity with Hippolytus’ account of Alcibiades’ preaching 
and the Elkesaites, according to Ref. X 29. The Holy Spirit being the 


1 See also W. Brandt, Elchasai, Leipzig 1912, p. 129-130. 
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sister of Christ is an idea which can be compared with Epiphanius’ 
passage about the Elkesaite Ossaeans in 19 4 2. But still we wonder 
whether 53 1 8-9 belonged to the original tradition about the Samp- 
sacans. It betrays the influence of Epiphanius himself. In the first 
place we notice that the description of the returning Christ shows 
similarities with the Ebionite christology according to 30 3 5. This 
christology, drawn from the “Grundschrift’’, was supposed to be Elke- 
saite because it was not found in Epiphanius earlier sources. It is 
therefore to be assumed that Epiphanius inserted a description of this 
christology in a passage dealing with Elxai. This again he combined 
with the tradition about Elxai quoted by him in chapter 19 about the 
enormous size of Christ. The whole passage gives the impression of 
Epiphanius’ reasoning. He forgot that he had already stated that 
they were neither Christians nor Jews. 

From this we may conclude that no specific Jewish-Christian ideas 
can be connected with the Sampsaeans.! 


Kitab al-Fihrist 


In the book called Kitab al-Fthrist, written in 987/8 by al-Nadim, 
it is said of the Mughtasilah that they wash everything that they eat. 
Their leader is al-Hasih, which means Elxai. He is supposed to have 
taught that there are two orders of being: a male and a female: vegeta- 
bles belong to the male order and mistletoe to the female. This division 
agrees with the two principles recognised by the Manichaeans. The 
community is said to have split up at some later time. Some of them 
venerated the stars. 

This is a group which probably still existed in the tenth century. 
We do not find many Elkesaite elements in their doctrine. The dualistic 
tendency, particularly, does not seem to have been part of the original 
Elkesaite teaching. This group believes the male and female orders 
are opposed to each other, but in the original Elkesaite doctrine the 
male king and the female spirit are both divine. 

The passage is interesting because, according to al-Nadim, Mani’s 
father, Fattik, joined this group. Mani also belonged to it for a long 
time. His father joined them because once, while praying in a temple, 
he had heard a voice telling him repeatedly that he was to abstain 


1 Anacephalaiosis, Z'ome 3, depends on Epiphanius. John Damascene. de haer. 53, 
Augustine, de haer. 32 and Theodor bar-Khonai depend on the Anacephalaiosis. 
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from meat, wine and sexual intercourse. This must have occurred 
not long before Mani’s birth, about 215/6. We may therefore conclude 
that the group at that time already held dualistic ideas. 

All this appears to be corroborated by the newly discovered papyrus 
which speaks about Mani’s life.1 From this Manichaean writing we 
learn that the sect to which Mani belonged preached the purity of 
vegetables. They were even cultivated in a special way.? Every day the 
members had to perform the necessary ablutions.? According to this 
papyrus Mani opposed these practices, reminding the members of his 
sect of what had happened to Elxai.4 Mani is also supposed to have 
pointed to passages in the New Testament which show that Jesus favou- 
red different practices from those adopted by the sect.® 

It is of course impossible to imagine that anyone could have quoted 
Elxai to prove that purifications were useless. We also doubt whether 
Mani was speaking about Jesus. Kitab al-Fihrist does not give the 
impression that the group held any Christian beliefs. The mention 
of Elxai and Jesus as witnesses against baptism and against the distinc- 
tion between pure and impure food is obviously meant to impress the 
readers. 

We may conclude that Mani belonged to a group which held Elxai 
in great esteem. To invoke Elxai was justified because this group pract- 
ised purifications. The Dualism favoured by them can hardly be ex- 
plained by Elkesaite influence. However, since nothing is said about 
Christian beliefs, the Kitab al-Fihrist and the Manichaean papyrus 
are of no importance for the study of Jewish-Christianity. 


Conclusion 


If we accept the book of Elxai as the original Elkesaite document 
we may conclude that it contained little of importance for the study 
of Jewish Christianity. We are dealing with a literary product of an 
apocalyptic-syncretistic, missionary movement which originated during 


1 See A. Henrichs - L. Koenen, Ein griechischer Manit-Codex (P. Colon. inv. nr. 4780), 
in: Zeitschr. f. Papyrologie und Epigraphik 5 1970, p. 97-216. 

2 Sce Henrichs-Koenen, art. c., p. 145-149. 

3 See Henrichs-Koenen, art. c., p. 141-145. 

4 See Kélner-Codex p. 94, 1-95, 14; 96, 6-16; 96, 21-97, 10; 97, 11-17. 

5 See Henrichs-Koenen, art. c., p. 136-138. 
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the Roman invasion of Parthia within a Jewish community which 
tried to show its allegiance to the Parthians.} 

The movement came into contact with different Jewish and non- 
Jewish groups of the river Jordan. In this way the Elkesaite movement 
included some Christological conceptions in its oral message. These 
conceptions are interesting because they give us an ideaof some obvious- 
ly Jewish-Christian ideas in that region. It is because of this influence 
that the study of the Elkesaite movement is important for the study 
of Jewish Christianity. The significance, however, must not be over- 
estimated. It is also necessary to handle Epiphanius’ information 
with discretion. He shows a tendency to ascribe ideas to Elxai found 
in the “Grundschrift’’. 


CONCLUSIONS 


With the help of testimonies in Patristic literature only it is impos- 
sible to give a full scale picture of Jewish Christianity in the early 
Church. We can only study the significance of this information as 
part of the evidence found in other writings also. 

As a general conclusion we may say that Patristic observations on 
Jewish Christianity have no great historical value. One writer usually 
copies his predecessor or combines what has been written by a number 
of earlier writers. Nevertheless, it seems that every now and then we 
find an author who possesses some fresh material. We have tried to 
distinguish between traditional and first hand information. 


1 Brandt, Die jiid. Baptismen ..., p. 99, and idem, Elchasat, p. 11-12, speaks about 
Elxai as “‘ein jiidischer Reformator’’. In a review of EHlchasai the Jewish Christian ideas 
are emphasized by A. Harnack, Theol. Literaturz. 36 1912, c. 683-685. G. Strecker, 
Elkesai, in: Reallex. f. Ant. u. Christent. Bd. IV, c. 1185, speaks about ‘“‘synkretistisch- 
gnostisches Judenchristentum; Schoeps, Theologte ..., p. 330, writes: ‘*... wesentlich 
orientalisch-heidnisch ... jiidische und judenchristliche Elemente sind erst kiinstlich 
aufgeprop{t worden’’. Irmscher, in: Hennecke-Schneemelcher, Neutestamentl. Apokr. II, 
p. 529, writes: ‘‘Der Grundcharakter des Buches ist Judentum’’ although he presupposes 
other influences as well. Rudolph, o.c., p. 234, speaks about ‘‘judengnostisch ... zu der 
offenbar schon friih ebionitische (christliche )Elemente gehérten”. E.M. Yamachi, 
Gnostic Ethics and Mandaean Origins, in: Harv. Theol. Stud. XXIV Cambridge, Mass. 
1970, p. 62, speaks about “the quasi-Jewish Baptist sect of the Elchasaites’’, but the 
passage about this group is otherwise an example of his generally uncritical way of 
reproducing sources. 
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To begin with, we can now be sure that the Jewish-Christianity 
ascribed to the Cerinthians is an invention of early Christian authors. 
Cerinthus was originally known as a heretic preaching in Asia Minor. 
According to tradition he met the Apostle John in the bath house at 
Ephesus. This encounter must have left him labelled as a Gnostic. 
It was Epiphanius who described him as Paul’s main opponent. For 
this reason it was necessary to consider him a faithful follower of the 
Law. Epiphanius understood that it was not possible to present him 
as a Gnostic and as a Jewish-Christian at the same time. Therefore he 
supposed that he developed his doctrine at a later date. Epiphanius 
was still unable to avoid all inconsistencies, but his followers succeeded 
in presenting Cerinthus more and more specifically as a Jewish-Christ- 
lan. 

We may also conclude that the Symmachians were a product of 
the imagination of early Christian authors. Authors who wrote in 
Latin ascribed to them certain typical Jewish-Christian characteristics. 
It is conceivable that the knowledge that some Jewish-Christians 
used the Old Testament translation of Symmachus led to this group, 
of Jewish-Christians being known as Symmachians. 

We may assert that, unlike the Cerinthians and the Symmachians, 
the Nazoraeans may be clearly recognised as a Jewish-Christian group 
which existed during the time of Jerome and Epiphanius. They lived 
in the vicinity of Beroia according to the Jewish Law, and they spoke 
Hebrew or Aramaic. But they recognised the existence of a Gentile 
Christian Church and accepted the Virgin Birth. They used a Gospel 
written in Hebrew or Aramaic, a copy of which was to be found in the 
library at Caesarea. This may be the same as the Gospel used by Hege- 
sippus in Palestine in the second century, or it may be a somewhat 
similar version. 

The best starting point for a study of the Ebionites is a scrutiny 
of the observations made by Irenaeus. We have the impression that 
these are reliable, and this is true also of the information he gives, 
among other statements, about their commentaries on the prophets, 
their habit of praying in the direction of Jerusalem, and their cele- 
brating the Eucharist with water. 

In its general lines Irenaeus’ description of the Ebionites resembles 
that given by Origen in his writings. We find here also the rejection 
of the Virgin Birth and the repudiation of Paul. Origen’s reference to 
the existence of two Ebionite groups is interesting but impossible to 
prove historically. 
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Origen’s remarks suggest that he possessed some first hand know- 
ledge, possibly due to personal contact, of the Ebionites. If this is so, 
we may agree that Origen was speaking about Jewish-Christians 
living in Egypt. Since he makes no mention of certain particular 
practices referred to by Irenaeus, we may conclude that the tradition 
known to this author referred to a group of Jewish-Christians who 
lived in a different region. 

Epiphanius describes the Ebionites with the help of some writings, 
the most important of which are: the Periodot Petrou, the Anabathmon 
Jakobou, and the so-called “Gospel of the Ebionites”. He was well 
aware that the contents of these books differed from the traditions 
about the Ebionites found in Irenaeus. This applied particularly 
to differences in Christological conceptions. Epiphanius solved the 
difficulty by accepting the theory of the influence of Elxai on the 
Ebionites. 

If we examine this problem we have to deal with a number of queries. 
In the first place we must bear in mind that Epiphanius starts from 
the supposition that the “Ebionites” formed one group, clearly des- 
cribed by Irenaeus and other Christian authors. If the writings he had 
come across were supposed to be Ebionite, he had to presume some 
development in the original Ebionite doctrine. We must, however, 
reject this supposition. We have already concluded that Origen was 
describing Jewish-Christians living in Egypt, and we may now con- 
clude that Irenaeus was describing Jewish-Christians living elsewhere 
in the Hellenistic world, but we cannot admit that he was speaking 
of Jewish-Christians living east of the river Jordan, the region whence 
Epiphanius’ “Ebionite’”’ books originated. 

Moreover, we question whether all the writings that Epiphanius 
refers to were written in the same environment. This was certainly 
true of the Pertodos Petrou and the Anabathmor, but not necessarily 
true of the “Gospel of the Ebionites”. The difficulty lies in the fact 
that although the first two books were used as sources of the Pseudo- 
Clementine literature, this Gospel was not quoted in these writings.! 
This is not a decisive argument, for the Pseudo-Clementine books 
may have been composed in a region where the canonical Gospels 
were used. We can, however, point to similarities between the contents 
of quotations from the Gospel and the other writings. They all mention 


1 See G. Strecker, Das Judenchristentum in den Pseudoklementinen .. p. p. 117-136. 
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the rejection of meat foods and sacrifices. This is why we may suggest 
that all three writings originated in the same group. 

The question as to whether this group was influenced by Elkesaite 
doctrine, as Epiphanius believes, may be answered more easily. We 
cannot agree with Epiphanius here because he starts from the assump- 
tion that the original Elkesaite preaching contained Jewish or Christian 
beliefs. It is, for example, quite out of the question that the original 
Elkesaite doctrine could have contained anything similar to the charac- 
teristic Christological conceptions found in the “Ebionite’’ writings 
used by Epiphanius. The very contrary is true: the Elkesaites were 
influenced by Jewish-Christians who held Christological views similar 
to those found in the “Ebionite” books. It is this same Jewish-Christian 
influence which accounts for the Elkesaites’ repudiation of Paul and 
their adherence to the Jewish Law. 

There are however two groups of practices which require further 
explanation. They are both mentioned in Epiphanius’ “Ebionite” 
books and in his descriptions of the Elkesaite doctrine. 

In the first place we can point to similarities between the “Ebionite” 
writings and the original Elkesaite doctrine with regard to special 
oaths and the practice of frequent purifications. 

We cannot exclude the possibility that in this respect the Elkesaites 
may have influenced the group from which Epiphanius’ sources ori- 
ginated, but the differences between the form of the oaths and the 
general practice of purification in the region to the east of the river 
Jordan may lead to the conclusion that we are dealing with ideas 
which had an independent origin. 

Moreover, we find in Epiphanius’ account of the Elkesaites a number 
of practices which are also to be found in the “Ebionite’” books. We 
refer to the rejection of meat, the obligation to marry, and the partial 
or total repudiation of the prophets. 

The presence of these practices in Epiphanius’ description of the 
Elkesaites is due to his belief that everything in his “Ebionite” books 
which does not seem in line with the Ebionite traditions as reported 
in, for example, Irenaeus, must be accepted as Elkesaite. 

_ On the other hand we notice that Epiphanius even went so far as 
to include a purely Elkesaite belief, i.e. that Christ was of immense 
size, among the beliefs of the Ebionites, although nothing similar 
is to be found in the supposedly Ebionite writings. 

We may therefore conclude that the original Elkesaite doctrine 
as has been available in the book with revelations may be of little 
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importance for the study of Jewish-Christianity. It is however import- 
ant to bear in mind that the Elkesaites had adopted Jewish-Christian 
beliefs, especially with regard to Christ, before the time of Hippolytus. 
Since these ideas show some similarity with those found in the source 
used by the Pseudo-Clementines we may assume that they represent 
very ancient Jewish-Christian ideas. 

From the information found in early Christian authors we conclude 
that we may distinguish between four different groups of Jewish- 
Christians. Firstly we meet a group described by Irenaeus; secondly 
a group found in Origen (or possibly two different groups); thirdly 
we have the group of the Nazoraeans and fourthly the group whence 
originated the ‘“‘Ebionite’”’ writings known to Epiphanius. 

Each group has its own characteristics, but those mentioned by 
Irenaeus and Origen show a close similarity. 

The reason for the existence of these groups is to be found in their 
different places of abode. Ireaneus and Origen obviously spoke of 
Jewish-Christians who lived in the Hellenistic world. We may assume 
that these disappeared at an early date. Latin authors like Augustine 
speak of Jewish-Christians as people of the past. The Nazoraeans 
led an isolated existence. They may, in an early period, have been 
Palestinian Christians. They still existed in the time of Jerome and 
Epiphanius. The group whence came the sources of Pseudo-Clementine 
literature showed some particular beliefs, for example with regard 
to the eating of meat and to sacrifices, which may be explained by 
their origin among groups of Jews originally held those beliefs. 

Christian authors mention three different Jewish-Christian Gospels. 
Evidently the Gospel of the Nazoraeans, written in Hebrew or Aramaic, 
was used by the Nazoraeans of Beroia. The “‘Gospel of the Hebrews’, 
first mentioned by Clement and Origen, has apparently nothing to do 
with the Ebionites described by the same authors. It may have been 
the Gospel of the original Jewish-Christian section of the Church of 
Egypt. The Gospel of the Ebionites is mentioned only by Epiphanius. 
This Gospel originated in the same circle as that which produced 
writings such as the Periodoz Petrou, or, more probably, originated in 
other but similar circles. 

It is interesting that Epiphanius pays so much attention to the 
dwelling places of the Jewish Christians. The information about Beroia 
being the home of the Nazoraeans is very useful; so is his reference 
to Perea as the place of abode of the Sampsaeans. But he is dependent 
on Eusebius when he writes that the Ebionites lived in Kochaba. 
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In dealing with this information we must bear in mind that Epiphan- 
lus is often drawing conclusions from these geographical data. As the 
Sampsaeans lived in the same region as the Ossaeans, according to 
a tradition known to Epiphanius, he concluded that the Sampsaeans 
were originally Ossaeans and that they must have been influenced 
by Elxai. From the tradition found in Eusebius about certain Christians 
leaving Jerusalem before its fall in 70, he concluded that all Jewish- 
Christians living to the east of the Jordan, such as the Nazoraeans 
and the Ebionites, originated among these Christians. We may repeat 
that all these observations were not the fruit of fresh information 
but the result of his desire to reconcile different sources. 

A negative result of our investigations is the absence of any mention 
of Millenarian ideas in connection with Jewish-Christian sects. These 
beliefs are only mentioned in connection with Cerinthus, when Caius’ 
supposition is quoted, and in connection with the Ebionites when 
Jerome mentions this group in an off-hand way, coupling them with 
the Jews.! 

Baptism and the eucharist are hardly mentioned in connection 
with Jewish-Christian groups. Nothing in particular is said about 
baptism. Concerning the eucharist, we find that is was celebrated by 
the Ebionites at the same time as the Jewish Passover according 
to Origen,? with unleavened bread according to Origen and Epiphanius, ® 
and with water according to Irenaeus and Epiphanius.‘ 

It is interesting to note that Epiphanius writes that the Ebionites 
used to meet in places they called synagogues, and that they had Elders 
and archisynagogues.® 

Prophets are mentioned several times. Irenaeus writes that they 
were carefully explained by the Ebionites. This statement may be 
considered in connection with the Nazoraean commentaries on the 
prophet Isaiah. However, in the “Ebionite’’ writings used by Epi- 
phanius we notice a certain depreciation of the prophets. The same 
tradition may be found in Methodius.‘ Evidently we are not dealing 
with one and the same conception with regard to the prophets. 


1 See Jerome, in Es. 66, 20. 

2 Origen, tn Matth. comm. ser. 79. 

3 Origen, in Malth. comm. ser. 79, and Epiphanius, Pan. 30 16 1. 

4 Trenaeus, adv. haer. V 13 and Epiphanius, Pan. 30 16 1. 

5 Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 2. 

6 Methodius, Sympos. VIII 20. Hilgenfeld, Ketzergeschichte ..., p. 437-438, quotes a 
Greek passage in which is mentioned Ebion’s exegesis of the prophets. This, however 
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In Irenaeus’ description of the Ebionites and Epiphanius’ description 
of the Elkesaites! we read about the custom of praying in the direction 
of Jerusalem. 

Furthermore, we often find the report that Jewish Christians wished 
to imitate Jesus, and that this was the reason why they lived eecordine 
to the Jewish Law.? 

Finally, we may point two different Christologies. One, which we 
may call typical, says that Jesus was a mere man who became the son 
of God. The other speaks of Christ continually reappearing through 
the ages. This latter conception, found only in Epiphanius’ descriptions 
of the Ebionites and his account of the Elkesaite doctrine, shows a 
number of variations.? 

The information about these Jewish-Christian practices is certainly 
interesting, but we must admit that it is very scanty. It may be used 
as a starting point for further investigation, in spite of the fact that 
we often find, in various authors, contradictory statements about 
the same subject. 

Within these limitations we hope that these conclusions have made 
some contribution to the study of Jewish Christianity. 


apparently is not meant to deal with Ebion or Ebionites, see A. Harnack, Lehrbuch 
der Dogmengeschichte I, Tubingen 19094, p. 728, n. 1. 

1 Trenaeus, adv. haer. I 26 2, and Epiphanius, Pan. 19 3 5-6. 

2 Cf. Pseudo-Tertullian about the Ebionites quoting Matthew 10, 24, Epiphanius 
about the Cerinthians quoting Matth. 10, 25 (Pan. 28 5 1) and about the Ebionites quoting 
the same passage (Pan. 30 26 2; 30 33 4 and 7) and Origen about the Ebionites who 
wish to be tmttatores Christi, in Matth. comm. ser. 79. 

3 See Epiphanius Pan. 30 3, Hippolytus, Ref. IX 14 2 and X 29, Epiphanius Pan. 
53 1 8. 
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Pseudo-Tertulian, Epiphanius and Filaster on Cerinthus and Ebion 


The remarks on the various heresies in Pseudo-Tertullian, Epiphan- 
ius and Filaster show a great similarity both in order and contents. 
For this reason R.A. Lipsius, Zur Quellenkritik des Epiphanius, Wien 
1865, esp. p. 115-122 and 122-151, supposed that they were dependent 
on the lost Syntagma written by Hippolytus. Although this idea had 
already been refuted by J. Kunze, De Historiae Gnosticismi Fontibus, 
Lipsius 1894, esp. p. 59-68 (see also E. Schwartz, Zwei Predigten Hippo- 
lyts, in: Satzungsber. der Bayer. Akad. der Wissensch., phil-hist. Abt. 
1936, 3, Miinchen 1936, esp. p. 37-38, and P. Nautin, Hippolyte, 
contre les Hérésies, fragment, étude et édition critique, Paris 1949), 
we intend to deal with this subject once more, starting from the parallel 


passages. 


Pseudo-Tertullian 
3 


Cerinthus haereticus eru- 
pit similia docens. nam et 
ipse mundum institutum 
esse & angelis dicit ; Chris- 
tum ex semine Joseph na- 
tum proponit hominem il- 
Jum tantummodo sine di- 
vinitate contendens, ip- 
sam quoque legem ab an- 
gelis datam perhibens, Iu- 
daeorum deum non domi- 
num, sed angelum pro- 
mens 


Epiphanius 


28 11-2 Kypw6os 


mapa Tov mpoeipnucvoy Kaproxpay ... 


... oxedov 5é ovdev Erepov 
Ta toa 
a “a o i J A) a 
yap T@ mpoeipynpevyp ets tov Xpiorov auxogav- 
? a . 2 ’ 9 
thoas é€nyeiras Kat obros, €x Mapias Kai ex 
$ > a i A) a a 
orépparos ‘Iwond tov Xprorov yeyervncGar Kat 
TOV KOGHOV Omoiws Um0 ayyéAwy yeyervficbas. 
Ouvdev yap odros mapa tov mparov SinAAale 7H 
cicaywyh THs avrot Sidacxarias ad\’ 7 ev 
ToUT@ povov, ev TH mpocexew TH Iovdaicpa 
amo pépous. ddoxe. 5é odros Tov vopov Kal 
Tovs mpopyras tno ayyéAwy Seddc00a, tov Sé 
SeSwdra tov vopov éva elvar trav ayyédwy 
TOV TOV KOOPOY TETOLNKOTWY. 
28 2 3 ofros S€ éorw ... els THY emi THY aTO- 
ordAwy Thy Tapaxny épyacapevwy ... 
2851 Xpdvrar yap 7H Kata MarOaiov 
evayyeriy ... , 
2853 rdv 5é LTadAov aberobor Sia 7O pe) 
melOeoOas TH mEpiTrops. 
2861 ... ddoxe ... Xprordv merovOdvar Kai 
€oravpwoa, piymw Se éynyépOa, pédArew Se 
> #2 @ o Ld a 
avioracBaz Otay % KabdAov yevytas vexpav 
dyaoracis. 


Filaster 
XXXVI 


Cerinthus successit huius 
errori et similitudine vani- 
tatis, docens de generatio- 
ne itidem salvatoris deque 
creatura angelorum, in 
nullo discordans ab eo, 
nisi quia ex parte solum 
legi consentit, quod a deo 
data sit, et ipsum deum 
Iudaeorum esse aestimat 
qui legem dedit fillis Isra- 
hel. Docet autem circum- 
cidi et sabbatizare, et 
Christum nondum gsurre- 
xisse & mortuis, sed resur- 
rectionem adnuntiat. A- 
postolum Paulum beatum 
non accipit ... euangelium 
secundum Mattheum so- 
lum accipit, tria euangelia 
spernit ... His sub aposto- 
lis beatis quaestionem se- 
ditionis commouit, dicens 
debere circumcidi homi- 
nes ... 
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Pseudo-Tertullian states that a close agreement exists between the 
conceptions held by Cerinthus and Carpocrates respectively. He deals 
with them in this order. His remarks on the creation of the world 
by angels and on Christ being the son of Joseph both agree with the 
passage about Carpocrates in Irenaeus, adv. haer. I 25 1. The idea of 
the Law having been given by angels, and of the God of the Jews being 
an angel, can also be found in passages dealing with Gnostic teachers. 

This causes Pseudo-Tertullian to describe Cerinthus as a Gnostic, 
and in order to do this he quotes some typical Gnostic characteristics. 

_ Epiphanius shows agreement with Pseudo-Tertullian in 28 1 1-2. 
He differs from him in saying that Cerinthus gives partial adherence 
to Judaism, and in identifying one of the angels, who gave the Law, 
with the angel who created the world. 

The first deviation may be explained by Epiphanius’ supposition 
that Cerinthus, as Paul’s opponent, wished to live according to the 
Law. The second is due to an attempt to reconcile some loosely connect- 
ed' statements in Pseudo-Tertullian. 

Filaster also emphasises the agreement between Carpocrates and 
Cerinthus. This applies to the ideas about Jesus’ birth and the creation 
of the world by angels. The Cerinthians, however, are supposed to 
live according to the Law only “partially”. Here we recognise the 
words of Epiphanius who, however, wrote about a partial adherence 
to Judaism. We accept this alteration as a correction made by Filaster, 
who uses this information in connection with the way in which the 
Law had been given. The reason for living according to the Law is 
because it was given by the God of the Jews. Here nothing is said about 
any connection between the angels who created the world and God who 
gave the Law. This must be explained as a new development when 
compared with the description given by Epiphanius. Filaster avoids 
the Gnostic idea that a law given by angels is to be ignored. His attitude 
must be due to fact that he was the last author to try to meee sense 
of an incoherent remark in Pseudo-Tertullian. 

Otherwise we notice his dependence on Epiphanius. 

- This means that the similarity cannot be explained by the use of 
a common source. The agreement between Epiphanius and Pseudo- 
Tertullian is due to Epiphanius having made use of the latter. Filaster 
in his turn makes use of Epiphanius. Since we do not notice any agree- 
ment between Filaster and Pseudo-Tertullian which is not also present 
in Epiphanius we have to Pa that Filaster did not use Pseudo- 
Tertullian. — | 
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We must leave aside the question as to whether Pseudo-Tertullian 
used an unknown source. But since, as we stated above, the remarks 
in Pseudo-Tertullian may be traced to Irenaeus’ descriptions of the 
Gnostics, we might suggest that in Pseudo-Tertullian we find only 
a passage about Cerinthus which also was composed from data taken 


from Irenaeus. 


Pseudo-T ertullian 
3 


Huius successor Ebion 
fuit, Cerintho non in omni 
parte consentiens, quod a 
deo dicat mundum, non 
a angelis factum et quia 
scriptum sit: nemo disci- 
pulus super magistrum, 
nec servus super domi- 
num, legem esse proponit, 
scilicet ad excludendum 
euangelium et vindican- 
dum Iudaismum. 


Epiphanius 


3011 ’EBiwv, ad’ otnep "EBwwvato, xabeffs 
axorovlay Kai Ta Opota TovTOLs Ppovijcas ... 

3022... 
tov Iwond rov Xprorov yeyerviaba Edeyev. 
30 26 2 ... 
dSdoxados 
(cf. 30 33 4 and 7 and 28 61). 
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Filaster 
XXXVII 


Hebion discipulus eius Ce- 
rinthus, in multis ei simi- 
liter errans saluatorem 
nostrum hominem de Io- 
seph natum_ carnaliter 
aestimabat, nihilque diui- 
nitatis in eo fuisse doce- 
bat, sed sicut omnes 
prophetas, sic et eum 
gratiam dei habuisse ad- 
serebat, non tamen deum 
maiestatis et dei patris 
filium cum patre sempi- 
ternum esse credebat, 
cum divinae scripturae 
deum sempiternum cum 
patre vero ac sempiterno 
ubique testantur ac prae- 
dicant. 


Pseudo-Tertullian gives us a very short passage on Ebion. He writes 


that Ebion is Cerinthus’ successor. This seems to bring Cerinthus and 
Ebion into close connection with each other. He does not, however, 
make clear the nature of their agreement. He only writes that they 
do not agree “in every respect’’. Ebion rejected the idea that the world 
was created by angels, and wished to live according to the Law, appeal- 
ing to Matth. 10, 24. 

Epiphanius shows some agreement with Pseudo-Tertullian. Since he 
deals with the Nazoraeans before he describes the Ebionites, he is 
inclined to emphasize the relationship between Nazoraeans and Ebion- 
ites. 

Epiphanius may depend on Pseudo-Tertullian when he writes about 
the disciple who is no greater than his master. 

The agreement between Filaster and Pseudo-Tertullian is limited 
to the beginning of the passage. Filaster, who says nothing about 
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the Nazoraeans, writes that Ebion is Cerinthus’ disciple. This assertion 
may be traced to Pseudo-Tertullian but, unlike this writer, he does 
not speak about the difference between Ebion and Cerinthus but about 
their agreement, as Epiphanius did. Since Filaster wrote about Cerin- 
thus first and then dealt with Ebion, he can say that both accept Jesus 
as the son of J oseph. He writes about this, however, with words taken 
from Epiphanius. 

This means that Epiphanius depends on Pseudo-Tertullian and that 
Filaster uses Epiphanius. Again we cannot say anything about the 
source of Pseudo-Tertullian. 
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TESTIMONIES 


EPISTULA APOSTOLORUM 


ed. Duensing, in: Kleine Texte 152 
Ist half 2nd cent. 


1.(12) (p. 5) 


Was Jesus Christus seinen Jiingern als einen Brief offenbart hat 
und wie Jesus Christus offenbart hat den Brief des Kollegiums der 
Apostel, der Jiinger Jesus Christi den fiir alle (bestimmten), der wegen 
der Pseudo-apostel Simon und Kerinth geschrieben worden ist, damit 
niemand sich ihnen anschliesse, weil in ihnen eine List ist, mit welcher 
sie die Menschen téten, auf dass ihr fest seid und nicht wankt, nicht 
erschiittert werdet und nicht abweicht vom Worte des Evangeliums, 
das ihr gehort habt. 


7.(18) (p. 8) 


Kerinth und Simon sind gekommen, die Welt zu durchwandeln. 
Diese sind aber Feinde unseres Herrn Jesu Christi, (Ethiopic) die 
in Wirklichkeit diejenigen abwendig machen, die glauben an das wahre 
Wort und an die Tat, d.h. Jesum Christum. Seht euch also vor und 
hiitet euch vor ihnen; denn in ihnen ist Bedringnis und Befleckung 
und Tot. Das Ende davon wird zu Verderben und Gericht werden, 
(Coptic) denn sie verkehren die(Worte) und die Tat d.h. Jesum Christum. 
Von diesen nun haltet (ihr) euch fern; denn Tot ist néimlich in ihnen 
und grosse Verderbensbefleckung, diesen, denen das Gericht zuteil 
werden wird (und das) Ende und das Verlorensein ewiglich. 


TRENAEUS 


adv. haer., ed. Stieren 
ca. 190 


I 26 1 (p. 253-254) 


Et Cerinthus autem quidam in Asia non a primo Deo factum esse 
mundum docuit, sed a virtute quadam valde separata et distante 
ab ea principalitate, quae est super universa, et ignorante eum, qui 
est super omnia, Deum. Iesum autem subiecit, non ex virgine natum; 
(impossibile enim hoc ei visum est) fuisse autem eum Ioseph et Mariae 
filium similiter ut reliqui omnes homines, et plus potuisse iustitia et 


IRENAEUS 


adv. haer. 


I 26 1 


And a certain Cerinthus, then, in Asia taught that the world was 
not made by the Supreme God but by a certain Power highly separated 
and far removed from that Principality who transcended the universe 
and which is ignorant of the one who is above all, God. He suggested 
that Jesus was not born of a virgin (because that seemed to him imposs- 
ible),-but that he was the son of Joseph and Mary in the same way as 
all other men but: he was more versed in righteousness, prudence and 
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prudentia et sapientia ab hominibus. Et post baptismum descendisse 
in eum ab ea principalitate, quae est super omnia, Christum figura 
columbae ; et tunc annuntiasse incognitum Patrem en virtutes perfecis- 
se: in fine autem revolasse iterum Christum de Iesu et Jesum passum 
esse et resurrexisse ; Christum autem impassibilem perseverasse, existen- 
tem spiritalem. 


I 26 2 (p. 254-255) 


Qui autem dicuntur Ebionaei consentiunt quidem mundum a Deo 
factum ; ea autem, quae sunt erga Dominum, non similiter ut Cerinthus 
et Carpocrates opinantur. Solo autem eo, quod est secundum Matthae- 
um, evangelio utuntur et apostolum Paulum recusant, apostatam eum 
legis dicentes. Quae autem sunt prophetica, curiosius exponere nituntur; 
et circumciduntur ac perseverant in his consuetudinibus, quae sunt 
secundum legem, et iudaico charactere vitae, uti et Hierosolymam 
adorent, quasi domus sit Dei. 


III 3 4 (p. 435) 


Et sunt qui audierunt eum dicentem, quoniam Ioannes Domini 
discipulus, in Epheso iens lavari, quum vidisset intus Cerinthum 
exsilierit de balneo non lotus; dicens, quod timeat ne balneum concidat, 
quum intus esset Cerinthus inimicus veritatis. 


III 11 1 (p. 462-463) 


Hanc fidem annuntians IJoannes Domini discipulus, volens per evan- 
_gelii annuntiationem auferre eum, qui a Cerintho inseminatus erat 
hominibus, errorem, et multo prius ab his qui dicuntur Nicolaitae, 
qui sunt vulsio eius, quae falso cognominatur scientia, ut confunderet 
eos et suaderet, quoniam unus Deus qui omnia fecit per verbum suum; 
et non, quemadmodum illi dicunt, alterum quidem fabricatorem, alium 
autem Patrem Domini; ... 


III 11 7 (p. 467) 


Ebionaei etenim eo evangelio, quod est secundum Matthaeum, solo 
utentes, ex illo ipso convincuntur, non recte praesumentes de Domino. 
Marcion autem id quod est secundum Lucam circumcidens ... Qui 
autem Iesum separant a Christo, et impassibilem perseverasse Christum, 
passum vero Iesum dicunt, id quod secundum Marcum est praeferentes 
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wisdom than other men. And after his baptism, Christ descended 
upon him from that Principality that is above all in the form of a 
dove. And then he proclaimed the unknown Father and performed 
miracles. But at last Christ flew away again from Jesus; Jesus suffered 
and rose again while Christ remained impassible, being a spiritual 
being. 


T 26 2 


Those who are called Ebionites, then, agree that the world was 
made by God; but their opinions with regard to the Lord are not similar 
to those of Cerinthus and Carpocrates. They use the Gospel according 
to Matthew only and repudiate the apostle Paul, saying that he was 
an apostate from the Law. As to the prophetical writings, they do 
their best to expound them diligently; they practice circumcision, 
persevere in the customs which are according to the Law and practic 
a Jewish way of life, even adoring Jerusalem as if it were the house of 


God. 


III 3 4 


There are also those who heard from him that John, the disciple 
of the Lord, going to bathe at Ephesus and seeing Cerinthus was 
inside, rushed out of the bath-house without having bathed, saying 
that he was afraid that the bath-house would fall down because 
Cerinthus, the enemy of the truth, was inside. 


I 111 


John, the disciple of the Lord, preaches his faith and wishes by the 
proclamation of the Gospel to remove that error which by Cerinthus 
has been disseminated among men, and a long time before that by 
those who were called Nicolaites who are an offshoot of that knowledge 
falsely so called, so that he might confound them and persuade them 
that there is but one God who made all things by his word; and not 
as they say that the Creator was One, but the Father of the Lord 
another; ... 


III 117 


For the Ebionites, who use the Gospel according to Matthew only, 
are confuted of this very same book, when they make false suppositions 
with regard to the Lord. But Marcion, mutilating the Gospel according 
to Luke ... Those again who distinguish between Jesus and Christ 
and say that Christ cannot have suffered but that actually only Jesus 
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evangelium; cum amore veritatis legentes illud, corrigi possunt. Hi 
autem qui a Valentino sunt, eo quod est secundum [oannem plenis- 
sime utentes ad ostensionem coniugationum suarum; ... 


III 21 1 (p. 532) 


.. Ecce adolescentula in ventre habebit, et pariet filium ;! quemad- 
modum Theodotion Ephesius est interpretatus et Aquila Ponticus, 
utrique Iudaei proselyti; quos sectati Ebionaei, ex Joseph generatum 
eum dicunt: ... 


IV 33 4 (p. 667-668) 


Iudicabit autem et Ebionitas: quomodo possunt salvari, nisi Deus 
est qui salutem illorum super terram operatus est ? Et quomodo homo 
transiet in Deum, si non Deus in hominem ? 


V 13(p. 715-716) 


Vani autem et Ebionaei, unitionem Dei et hominis per fidem non 
recipientes in suam animam, sed in veteri generationis perseverantes 
fermento; neque intelligere volentes, quoniam Spiritus sanctus ad- 
venit in Mariam, et virtus altissimi obumbravit eam: quapropter et 
quod generatum est, sanctum est, et filius altissimi Dei Patris omnium,? 
qui operatus est incarnationem eius, et novam ostendit generationem ; 
uti quemadmodum per priorem generationem mortem hereditavimus, 
sic per generationem hanc hereditaremus vitam. Reprobant itaque 
hi commixtionem vini caelestis, et solam aquam saecularem volunt 
esse, non recipientes Deum ad commixtionem suam; ... . 


TERTULLIAN 
de praescript. haer., ed. Rauschen, in: Flor. Patr. IV 
ca. 200 
X 8 (p. 22) 


Apud Valentinum? sed et Apelles hac me pronuntiatione pulsavit, 
et Hebion, et Simon, et omnes ordine non habent aliud, quo se mihi 
insinuantes me sibi adducant. 


XXXIII 3-5 (p. 46) 


- Paulus in prima ad Corinthios notat negatores et dubitatores resur- 


1 Is. 7,14 and Matth, 1,23. 
- 2 Cf. Luke 1,35. 
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suffered, which means those who prefer the Gospel according to Mark: 
when they read it with a love of truth they can be corrected. Those, 
however, who are followers of Valentinus, making copious use of the 
Gospel according to John to show their injunctions ... 


III 211 


Behold, a young woman shall conceive and bring forth a son, as 
Theodotion the Ephesian has translated and Aquila of Pontus, both 
Jewish proselytes. The Ebionites, following: these say that he was 
begotten by Joseph .. 


IV 33 4 


He will judge also the Ebionites: how can they be saved unless it 
was God who wrought out their salvation upon earth? Or how shall 
@ man pass into God, unless God has passed into man ? 


V13 


Vain are also the Ebionites who do not receive by faith into siete 
soul the union of God and man, but who remain in the old leaven of 
the (natural) birth; and who do not wish to understand that the Holy 
Spirit came in Mary, and the power of the Most High did overshadow 
her: therefore also what was generated, is holy and the Son of the Most 
High God the Father of all, who wrought his incarnation and displayed 
a new generation; that as by the former generation we inherited death 
so by this generation we might inherit life. Therefore do these men 
reject the commixture of the heavenly wine and wish it to be water 
of the world only, not receiving God so as to have union with Him .. 


TERTULLIAN 
de praescript. haer. 
X 8 
— With Valentinus? But Apelles also disturbed me with this quota- 


tion; Hebion also, and Simon, and all in turn, have no other argument 
wherewith to entice me, and draw me over to their side. — 


XXXIT 3-5 
Paul, in his first epistle to the Corinthians, referred to those who 
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rectionis: haec opinio propria Sadducaeorum. Partem eius usurpat 
Marcion et Apelles et Valentinus, et si qui alii resurrectionem carnis 
infringunt. Et ad Galatas scribens invehitur in observatores et defen- 
sores circumcisionis et legis: Hebionis haeresis sic est. 


XXXII 11 (p. 47) 


At in epistula eos maxime antichristos vocat (scil. John), qui Chris- 
tum negarent in carnem venisse, et qui non putarent Iesum esse 
filium dei: illud Marcion, hoc Hebion vindicavit. 


de wirg. vel., ed. Bulhart, in: CSEL 76 
ca. 205 


6.1 (p. 88) 


Videamus nunc, si et apostolus formam vocabuli istius secundum 
Genesim observat, sexui deputans illuc, sic mulierem vocans virginem 
Mariam quemadmodum et Genesis Evam. Scribens enim ad Galatas: 
“Misit”’, inquit, ‘deus filium suum factum ex muliere”’,1 quam utique 
virginem constat fuisse, licet Hebion resistat. 


adv. Marc., ed. Kroymann, in: CSEL 47 
ca. 210 
IV 8 (p. 437) 


Nazaraeus uocari habebat secundum prophetiam Christus creatoris. 
unde et ipso nomine nos Judaei Nazarenos appellant per eum. 


de carne Chr., ed. E. Evans 
200/212 
14 (p. 50-52) 


Quanto ergo, dum hominem gestat, minor angelis factus est, tanto 
non, dum angelum gestat. Poterit haec opinio Hebioni convenire 
qui nudum hominem et tantum ex semine David, id est non et dei 
filium, constituit Iesum-plane prophetis aliquo gloriosiorem ut ita 
in illo angelum fuisse dicatur quemadmodum in aliquo Zacharia: ... 


18 (p. 234) 


Nunc et simplicius respondeamus non competabat ex semine humano 


1 Gal. 4,4. 
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denied and doubted the resurrection. This was the particular opinion 
of the Sadducees. Part of it, however, is adopted by Marcion and 
Apelles and Valentinus and all other impugners of the resurrection. 
Writing also to the Galatians, he blazes out against those who observe 
and defend circumcision and the Law: This is Hebion’s heresy. 


XXXII 11 
But in his first epistle he especially calls those antichrists who denied 
that Christ had come in the flesh, and who did not think that Jesus 


was the Son of God: the one was maintained by Marcion, the other 
by Hebion. 


de virg. vel. 


6.1 


Let us now see whether the Apostle also observed the meaning 
of this name in accordance with Genesis, referring it to sex; thus he 
calls the virgin Mary a woman, just as Genesis (does) Eve. For, writing 
to the Galatians, “God”, he says, “‘sent his Son madé of a woman”, 
concerning whom it is of course an established fact that she was a vir- 
gin, albeit Hebion opposes. 


adv. Mare. 


IV 8 


Christ had to be called Nazaraeus according to the prophecy of the 
Creator. Therefore also by this very name the Jews call us Nazorenes 
because of Him. 


de carne Chr. 


14 


So then, even as he is made less than the angels while clothed 
with manhood, even so he is not less when clothed with an angel. 
This opinion could be very suitable for Ebion who asserts that Jesus 
is mere man and only of the seed of David, that means not also the 
Son of God; although he is obviously more glorious than the prophets 
— so as to say that an angel is in Him in the same way as in Zachariah. 


18 


Now let us give a simpler answer. It was not fit that the Son of God 
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dei filium nasci, ne si totus esset filius hominis. Non esset et dei filius 
nihilque haberet amplius Salome ne et amplius Iona, ut de Hebionis 
opinione credendus erat. 

24 (p. 248) 


Et “non ex sanguine neque ex carnis aut viri voluntate sed ex deo 
natus est’! Hebioni respondit. 


CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA 


strom., ed. Stahlin, in: GCS II 
202/215 


II IX 45 5 (p. 137) 


e ~ + ] 
h kav t@ Kal? ‘EBpaious evayyerXiw “6 Oavydoas Baodevoer” 
yéypamrat “Kat 6 Baoievoas avatrajnoera’’. 


V XIV 96 3 (p. 389) 


ww A 4 > a U4 co! 4 e ~ 4 54) 

igov yap TovTos éxeiva Svvarar: “od mavcoetar 6 Cnta@v, Ews av 
evpn’ evpwv Sé OapPrOycerar, OapBnbeis 5€ Bactrevoer, BaoAevoas 
dé émavarrajocerar’’. 


HIPPOLYTUS 


refutatio omn. haer., ed. Wendland, in: GCS III 
225 


Prol. VII 7-9 (p. 190) 

7. “Oru Kipw8os pndev ex ypadav, adr’ ex rdv Aiyunrious So€dvrwv 

Sofav acuveornoato. 8. Tiva ra rots ’EBiwwvaios Soxodvra, Kat ort 

HOeow *lovdaixots paddov mpocéxyovar. 9. IIds Kai 6 Oeddoros 
14 a A ~ >) o >) a @ A ~ o 

meTAdvyTaL, & pev TOV “EBiwwvaiwy epavoduevos <a de tod Kypiv- 

Bov>. 


VII 33 1-2 (p. 220-221) 

1. Kipw6os S€ ts, adros Aiyurriwv maderqg aoxnbeis, Eleyey ody 
e A ~ tA ~ , A 4 bd > e A Pay 4 , 
to Tob mpwrov <Oeod> yeyovévar tov Kdopov, add’ bro duvapeds 
TWos Kexwpiopevns THs Urép Ta GAa eLovoias Kai ayvoovons Tov U7ép 
4 4 A A +] ~ e 4 A > , ~ 
mavra Oedv. tov Sé *Inoody dmébero pn €x mapBévov yeyevqoba, 


1 John 1,23. 


TESTIMONIES — TRANSLATION 111 


should be born of human seed lest if he were wholly Son of Man, 
he might not be the Son of God, and he would be nothing more than 
Solomon and Jonah, as in Ebion’s opinion one had to believe. 

24 


And he answered Ebion: “Born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man but of God’’. 


CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA 


strom. 


II IX 45 5 


As it is also written in the Gospel according to the Hebrews: “He 
who is astonished will reign as king and he who reigned as king will 
rest’. 


V XIV 96 3 


For similar to these the following is possible: “He who seeks will 
not rest before he finds, and he who finds will be astonished and he 
who was astonished will reign as king and he who reigned as king will 
rest’. 


HIPPOLYTUS 


refutatio omn. haer. 


Prol. VII 7-9 


7. That Cerinthus formed his opinion not from the Scriptures but 
from the ideas of the Egyptians. 8. What are the opinions with the 
Ebionites and that they prefer to adhere to Jewish customs. 9. How 
Theodotus has been a victim of error, borrowing partly from the Ebion- 
ites (partly from Cerinthus). 


VII 33 1-2 


1. But a certain Cerinthus, himself being trained in the teaching 
of the Egyptians, said that the world was not made by the Supreme 
God, but by some Power which was separated from that authority 
which is above all and which is ignorant of the God that is above all 


112 TESTIMONIES — TEXT 


? A A A A 
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VII 34 1-2 (p. 221) 
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VII 35 1-2 (p. 222) 
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Prol. IX 4 (p. 240) 
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things. And he supposed that Jesus was not born of a virgin, but that 
he was born of Joseph and Mary, a son similar to all other men, and 
that he was more righteous and wiser. 2. After the baptism, Christ 
came down upon him in the form of a dove, from that sovereignty 
which is above all. And then he preached the unknown Father and 
performed miracles. Ultimately Christ flew away from Jesus suffered 
and rose again but Christ, being spiritual, remained impervious to 
suffering. 


VII 34 1-2 


1. The Ebionites acknowledge that the world was made by the true 
God, but they fabulate concerning the Christ like Cerinthus and Carpo- 
crates. They live conformably to Jewish customs saying that they are 
justified according to the Law, and saying that Jesus was justified by 
practicing the Law. 2. Therefore it was that he was named both the 
Christ of God and Jesus, since not one of the (rest) kept the Law. 
For if any other had practiced the commandments of the Law, he 
would have been the Christ. And they themselves also, having done 
the same, are able to become Christs; for they say that he himself 
was a man like all. 


VII 35 1-2 


1. But there was a certain Theodotus of Byzantium, who introduced 
a new heresy. He announced ideas concerning the beginning of the 
universe which are partly in keeping with those of the true church 
in so far as he acknowledged that all things were created by God. 
Taking his ideas about Christ from the school of the Gnostics, of Cerin- 
thus and Ebion, he said that he appeared in the following way. 
2. Jesus was a man born of a virgin according to the counsel of the 
Father. He lived together with all men and became pre-eminently 
pious. He subsequently, at his baptism in the river Jordan received 
Christ from above, who descended in the form of a dove. And this was 
the reason why powers did not operate in him prior to the manifestation 
in him of that Spirit which descended and which proclaimed him to be 
Christ. But some want him never to have been made God by the descent 
of the Spirit, but others say that it happened after his resurrection 
from the dead. 


Prol. IX 4 


What was the recent arrival of the strange demon Elchasai and that 
he used as a concealment of his particular errors his apparent adhesion 
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to the Law but in reality he devotes himself to the ideas of the Gnostics, 
or even those of astrologists and the magicians. 


TX 13 1-17 2 


13.1 When his doctrine had been spread about throughout the 
entire world, a cunning man and full of desperation, one called Alci- 
biades, living in Apamea, a city of Syria, examined carefully into his 
business. And considering himself a more formidable character more 
ingenious in tricks than Callistus, he went to Rome. He brought 
with him some book, alleging, that a certain righteous man, Elchasai, 
had received this from the Seres of Parthia. 2. And that he gave it 
to one called Sobiai and that it had been revealed by an angel whose 
height was 24 schoenoi, which makes 96 miles, and whose breath was 4 
schoenoi, and from shoulder to shoulder 6 schoenoi; and the tracks of his 
feet extend to the length of three and a half schoenoi which make 14 miles, 
while the breadth is one and a half schoenos and the height half a 
schoenos. 3. There should also be a female with him whose dimensions, 
he says, are according to those already mentioned. The male is the 
son of God but the female is called the Holy Spirit. By telling these 
marvels he imagines that he confounds fools by adding this story: 
4. There was preached unto men a new remission of sins in the third 
year of Trajan’s reign. And he ordained a baptism which I also shall 
explain. He alleges that anyone who had been involved in all kinds 
of lasciviousness, filthiness and wickedness — if only he is a believer — 
when he has been converted, after having obeyed the book and believed 
it, he receives remission of sins by baptism. He ventured to make use 
of these knaveries inspired by the aforesaid idea which Callistus com- 
mended. 5. For, perceiving that many were delighted at this sort 
of promise, he considered that it was a good opportunity to make an 
attempt. And since we offered resistance to this man, we did not permit 
many for any length of time to be deluded. For we were convinced 
that this was the work of a spurious spirit, and the invention of a 
puffed-up heart. Like a wolf he had risen up against many wandering 
sheep which Callistus with his deceits had scattered abroad. 6. But 
since we have commenced, we also shall not be silent regarding the 
opinions of this man. After having exposed his former life and shown 
that this supposed ascetism is hypocritical I shall now give an account 
of the essential points of his words in order that those who happen 
to read his writings, may see what was this heresy which he took heart 
to adopt. 
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14.1. He pretends to live according the Law, saying that believers 
ought to be circumcised and live according to the Law, as an enticement, 
thus taking over some things from the aforesaid heresies. And he 
asserts that Christ was born a man in the same way common to all, 
and that he was not at this time born for the first time of a virgin 
but that, having been previously born and being re-born, he thus 
appeared and exists, undergoing alterations of birth and moving from 
body to body. He adopted that Pythagorean idea. 2. And they are 
puffed up to such an extent that they even affirm themselves to be 
endowed with the power of foretelling the future, using as a starting- 
point, obviously, measures and numbers of the aforesaid Pythagorean 
art. These also attach themselves to ideas of mathematics, astrologers 
and magicians as if they were true. And since they make use of these 
they confuse silly people so as to make them suppose that they share 
in a powerful doctrine. 3. And they teach certain incantations and 
formularies for those who have been bitten by dogs and possessed 
of demons and stricken with other diseases. About this we shall not 
be silent. Having then sufficiently explained their principles and the 
origins of their most daring ideas, I shall pass on to give an account 
to their writings, through which the readers will become acquainted 
with their vain and godless efforts. 


15.1. To those, then, that have been ... by him, he dispenses 
baptism in this manner, addressing to his victims in some such words 
as the following: If, therefore, children, somebody has had intercourse 
with any sort of animal whatsoever, male, sister or daughter or has 
committed adultery or been guilty of fornication and is disirious of 
obtaining remission of sins, from the moment that he has listened to 
this book let him be baptized a second time in the name of the great 
and the most high God and in the name of his son, the mighty king. 
2. And let he himself purify and cleanse himself and let him call upon 
those seven witnesses that have been described in this book, heaven, 
water, the holy spirits, the angels of prayer; oil, salt and the earth. 
These constitute the astonishing, ineffable and great mysteries of 
Elchasai which he reveals to worthy pupils. And with these that lawless 
man is not satisfied, but in the presence of two or three witnesses 
he puts the seal to his own wickedness, going on to say this: 3. Again 
I say, o adulterers and adulteresses and false prophets, if you are 
desirious of being converted that your sins may be forgiven you, 
to you also will be peace and you will receive a portion with the just 
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as soon as you listen to this book and are baptized a second time with 
your garments on. 4. But since we have stated that they use incanta- 
tions for those bitten by dogs and for others, we shall explain this. 
He says the following: If a dog which is rabid and mad and hasa spirit 
of destruction, bites, lacerates or touches any man, woman, youth or 
girl, in the same hour let such a one run fully clothed and go down to 
a river or a fountain wherever there is a deep spot, 5. and let him be 
baptized with all his clothes on and pray to the great and most-high 
God in faith of heart and let him than call upon the seven witnesses 
described in this book: See, I call to witness heaven, water, the holy 
spirits, angels of prayer, oil, salt and earth. 6. I testify by these 
seven witnesses that no more will I sinn, nor commit adultery, or 
steal or be guilty of injustice or be covetous, or hate or be scorful; 
nor will I take pleasure in any wickedness. Having uttered these words 
let such a one be baptized fully clothed in the name of the great and 
the most high God. 


16.1. And in very many other respects he talks folly, teaching the 
use of these same sentences also for those afflicted with consumption 
and adding that they shall be baptized in cold water forty times during 
seven days. And he prescribes the same for those possessed of demons. 
Oh inimitable wisdom and incantations full of powers! Who will 
not be astonished at such and such a force of words? But since we 
have stated that they also use astrological deception, we shall bring 
proofs from that angle too. 2. For he speaks thus: There exist wicked 
stars of impiety. This we have said to you, pious ones and pupils. 
Beware of the power of the days when they are influential and engage 
not in the commencement of any work on their days. And baptize 
no man or woman on the days of their power when the moon coming 
from their side takes its course and travels along with them. 3. Be- 
ware of the very day until that day on which it passes out from these 
and then baptize and embark upon the beginning of your works. But 
honour the day of the Sabbath, since this is the day of one of those. 
4. Take care, however, not to commence the third day of the week 
for when three years of the reign of the emperor Trajan are again 
completed from the time that he subjected the Parthians to his own 
sway — when three years have been completed, war rages between the 
impious angels of the north. On this account all the kingdoms of impiety 
are in a state of confusion. 
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17.1. Inasmuch as he considers that it would be an insult to reason 
that these great and ineffable mysteries should be trampled under foot 
or that they should be handed down to many, he advises that they 
should be preserved as valuable pearls, saying this: Do not read this 
word to all men and guard carefully these precepts because all men are 
not faithful nor are all women straightforward. 2. These things did 
not stow away the wise men of the Egyptians in shrines nor did Pytha- 
goras the wise man of the Greeks. For if at that time Elchasai had 
-happened to live, what necessity would there be that Pythagoras, 
Thales, Solon or the wise Plato or even the rest of the wise men of the 
Greeks, should become pupils of the Egyptian priests when they could 
obtain possession of such and so great a wisdom from Alcibiades the 
most astonishing interpreter of the wretched Elchasai ? 


X 21 1-3 


1. Cerinthus himself having been trained in Egypt did not want that 
the world was made by the first God but by a certain angelic power 
far removed and distant from that sovereignty which is above all 
and which is ignorant of the God that is above all things. 2. And he 
says that Jesus was not born of a virgin but of Joseph and Mary as 
their son similar to the rest of men; and that he excelled in justice, 
prudence and understanding above all the rest. 3. After the baptism 
Christ came down upon him in the form of a dove from the sovereignty 
which is above the all. And then he preached the unknown God and 
performed miracles. At the conclusion of his passion Christ hastened 
back from Jesus. Jesus suffered but Christ remained impervious to 
suffering being a spirit of the Lord. 


X 221 


But the Ebionites say that the world was made by the true God and 
they speak of Christ in a similar manner, with Cerinthus. They live, 
however, in all respects according to the Law of Moses saying that 
they are thus justified. 


X 23 1-2 


1. But Theodotus of Byzantium introduced the following heresy 
saying the All was created by the true God. But he says that Christ 
in a manner similar to that asserted by the Gnostics mentioned above, 
made his appearance in such a way that Christ is a man like everybody 
but he surpasses them in this respect that, according to the counsel 
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PSEUDO-TERTULLIAN 


adv. omn. haer., ed. Kroymann, in: CSEL 47 
200/250 ( 2) 


3 (p. 219) 


Cerinthus haereticus erupit, similia docens. nam et ipse mundum 
institutum esse ab angelis dicit; Christum ex semine Ioseph natum 
proponit, hominem illum tantummodo sine diuinitate contendens, 
ipsam quoque legem angelis datam perhibens, Iudaeorum deum non 
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of God, he was born of a virgin since the Holy Spirit overshadowed 
her. 2. He did not assume flesh in the virgin but afterwards Christ 
descended upon Jesus at his baptism in the form of a dove. Therefore 
they say that at first powers did not operate in him. He does not 
want that Christ is God. And such are the ideas of Theodotus. 


X 29 1-3 


1. But certain others, introducing as it were something new and 
borrowing from all heresies procured a strange book which bore the 
name of Elchasai. These, in like manner, acknowledge that the princi- 
ples of the universe came into being by God. 2. They do not confess, 
however, that there is but one Christ, but that there is one above and 
that he is infused into many bodies frequently and now is in Jesus. 
And, in like manner, he was begotten of God at one time and at another 
time he became a Spirit and at another time was born of a virgin and 
at another time not so. 

And he was afterwards continually infused into bodies and was 
manifested in many people at different times. 3. And they use incanta- 
tions and baptisms in their acceptance of the elements. And they 
occupy themselves actively with astrology, mathematics and magic. 
And they say of themselves that they have foreknowledge. 


contra Noetum 
XI 


If, then, everything comes back to the One, according to Valentine, 
Marcion, Cerinthus and all their nonsense, then they arrive at his 
conclusion against their will in order to be able to confess the One is 
the cause of everything. Thus they agree although they do not want 
to say in truth that the one God created according to his own will. 


PSEUDO TERTULLIAN 
adv. omn. haer. 


Cerinthus, the heretic, suddenly appeared teaching similarly. For 
he too says that the world was set up by angels; he sets forth that Christ 
was born of the seed of Joseph, contending that he was merely human, 
without divinity; affirming also that the Law was given by angels; 
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dominum, sed angelum promens. huius successor Ebion fuit, Cerintho 
non in omni parte consentiens, quod a deo dicat mundum, non ab 
angelis factum. et quia scriptum sit: “nemo discipulus super magistrum, 
nec seruus super dominum’’,! legem esse proponit, scilicet ad excluden- 
dum euangelium et uindicandum Judaismum. 


ORIGEN 


de princ., ed. Koetschau, in: GCS V 
after 225/230 
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Si vero quis velit nobis proferre ex illo libello, qui Petri Doctrina 
appellatur, ubi salvator videtur ad discipulos dicere: ““Non sum dae- 
monium incorporeum’’, primo respondendum est ei quoniam liber 
ipse inter libros ecclesiasticos non habetur, et ostendendum quia 
neque Petri est ipsa scriptura neque alterius cuiusquam, qui spiritu 
dei fuerit inspiratus. 


IV 3 8 (p. 333-334) 


Edocti igitur ab eo quia sit alius Israhel secundum carnem, et alius 
secundum spiritum, cum dicit salvator quia “non sum missus nisi 
ad oves perditas domus Israhel’’,2 non ita accipimus sicut hi, qui 
terrena sapiunt, id est Hebionitae, qui etiam ipso nomine pauperes 
appellantur (Hebion namque pauper apud Hebraeos interpraetatur), 
sed intellegimus genus esse animarum, quae Israhel nominantur, 
secundum quod et nominis ipsius designat interpraetatio: Israhel 
namque mens videns deum vel homo videns deum interpraetatur. 

Ei 89 wAntixa €or ta wept Tob “IaopandA Kai rev dvrAdv kai Tov Sywwv 
avTod Hiv eipnueva, erav PacKkn 6 GwTip’ ,,ovK amreaTaAny Ei pn Eis 
Ta mpoPata Ta azroAwAdta oixov “IcpanA,,,2 od« éxAauBavopev tatra 
Ws ot mTwyxol TH Siavoia “EBiwvator, ris wrwys Svavoias émebvupor 
[éBiwv yap 6 mrwyos map’ ‘EBpaiots dvopalerar], wore b7oAaPeiv 
émt tovs capkivous "IopanXitas mponyoupevws tov Xprorov émidedynun- 
Kévat ,,00,, Yap ,,7Ta TéKVa THS GapKos TadTa TéKVva TOU Heod,,.3 


1 Matth. 10,24. 
2 Cf. Matth. 10,6. 
3 Rom. 9,8. 
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expressing the idea that the God of the Jews was not the Lord but an 
angel. 

His successor was Ebion, not in agreement with Cerinthus in every 
point, because he says that the world was made by God, not by angels, 
and because it is written, no disciple is above (his) master, nor a servant 
above (his) lord, he brings to the fore likewise the Law, of course for 
the purpose of excluding the gospel and vindicating Judaism. 


ORIGEN 


de princ. 
I praef. 8 

If somebody really wishes to set before us something from that 
book which is called the Doctrine of Peter in which the Saviour seems 
to say to the disciples: “I am not a demon without a body’’, then one 
has to answer him first of all that that book is not reckoned among the 


ecclesiastical books and one has to show that this same book is not 
Peter’s nor by some other inspired by the Spirit of God. 


IV 38 


Therefore since we are taught by him — because there is one Israel 
according to the flesh and an other according to the Spirit — we do 
not accept what the Lord says “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel’’, like those who are wise in earthly matters which means 
the Ebionites who are called by this very name “poor ones’ (for Hebion 
means “‘poor’’ in Hebrew) but we understand this as the kind of souls 
which is called Israel according to what this very word can also mean: 
for Israel is interpreted as “mind seeing God”’ or “man seeing God”’. 

If what has been said to us about Israel, its tribes and families, is 
meant to impress us, when the Saviour says: “I was sent only to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel’’, we do not understand this like the 
Ebionites, poor of understanding, so-called after their poverty of 
understanding (because Ebion signifies “poor’’ with the Hebrews) so 
that we should suppose that Christ especially dwelt among the carnal 
Israelites, for “‘the children of the flesh are not the children of God’’. 
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an Joh., ed. Preuschen, in: GCS IV 
before 228 


II 12 (p. 67) 
*Eav S€ mpoaqrai tis to Kal’ ‘EBpaious evayyédov, évOa adros 6 
4 ” ” Ul e 4 A i ~ 9 a 
cwrnp dynow: ,, Apre édaBe pe 4 TH pov, TO dyov mvedpa, ev mwa 
TOV TpLY@v pov Kal amiveyKe pe eis TO Gpos To péya OaPup,,, emratro- 
poe, mas ,,unTHp,, Xptorod ro dia Tob Adyou yeyevnpevoy ,,7vedua 
aytov,, elvar dvvarat. 


hom. in Luc., ed. Rauer, in: GOS IX 
ca. 235 
I 1 (p. 4-5) 

Ecclesia quatuor habet evangelia, haeresis plurima, e quibus quod- 
dam scribitur secundum Aegyptios, aliud juxta Duodecim Apostolos. 
XVII (p. 115) 


Virgo mater est, signum est, cui contradicitur: Marcionitae contra- 
dicunt huic signo et aiunt penitus eum de muliere non esse generatum ; 
Hebionitae contradicunt signo, dicentes ex viro et muliere ita natum 
esse, ut nos quoque nascimur. 


hom. in Gen., ed. Baehrens, in: GCS VI 
ca. 244 
IIT 5 (p. 44) 


... quia non solum carnales Iudaei de circumcisione carnis revincendi 
sunt nobis, sed et nonnull ex his, qui Christi nomen videntur suscepisse 
et tamen carnalem circumcisionem recipiendam putant, ut Ebionitae 
et si qui his simili paupertate sensus oberrant. 


hom. in Jer., ed. Klostermann, in: GCS ITI 
ca. 244 
XV 4 (p. 128) 

ei O€ Tis mapadéxeTar TO ,,apTe EAaBE pe 7) LITHP pov TO aytov 
mvetpa, Kal aviveyké pe els To Opos TO péeya TO BaBwp,, Kal ra 
é€fs, SUvatar adtod iSelvy THY prepa. 
XIX 12 (p. 167) 


a @ 4 4 ~ 
dvayéypanra: dé év tats IIpdgeow ort emdtragé tis tov ITatdov 
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an Joh. 
II 12 


If somebody accepts the Gospel according to the Hebrews, where 
the Saviour himself says: ““My mother the Holy Spirit took me by one 
of my hairs and brought me to the great hill, the Thabor’’ he will doubt 
how the mother of Christ can be the Holy Spirit which came into being 
through the Word. 


hom. in Lue. 


Tl 


The church has four Gospels, the heresies have more, of which one 
is written under the name “according to the Egyptians’, and another 
“according to the Twelve Apostles”’. 


XVII 


The Virgin is mother, this is a sign which is contradicted: the Marcio- 
nites contradict this sign and say that he was not generated by a 
woman at all; the Hebionites contradict the sign saying that he was 
born of man and woman in the same way as we also are born. 


hom. in Gen. 


III 5 


... for not only the carnal Jews have to be refuted by us because of the 
circumcision of the flesh but also some of those who seem to have 
accepted the name of Christ but nevertheless believe that the rule of 
carnal circumcision has to be accepted, like the Ebionites and if there 
are others who err with a poverty of understanding similar to these. 


hom. tn Jer. 


XV 4 


If somebody accepts the following: ““A moment ago my mother the 
Holy Spirit just took me and brought me to the great hill, the Thabor’”’, 
etc. he can see his mother. 


XIX 12 
It is written in the Acts that somebody struck Paul by order of 
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e 1 3 a / #7 e aA 4 

d7ro ’Avaviou tod apxyrepéws Kedevobeis. 10 eipnrev 6 [Jaidos: ,,rumrev 
a 4 ~ \ 4 

ae péAAe 6 Beds, Totye KEKovapere,,. Kal pwexpe viv vio Tapavopov 

> , , 3 a ‘ 3 4 

apyvepews Adyou mpootacodpevot “EBiwvaior tumTove. Tov amdoToAov 


*Inoot Xpiotot Adyous SvoPrpors. 


an Matth., ed. Benz-Klostermann, in: GCS X 
after 244 


XI 12 (p. 53) 


K .Y A Ul \ + A t 9 a 3 4 .Y U 2 
at mpooxadeoapevos Tov oxAov, elev adrois: axoveTe Kal GUVIETE,, 
\ AY Cha LY 4 e A aA Cond 4 3 
Kat ta €€4s. Ladws dia tovtTwv bo tot awrihpos SidacKkopeba, ava- 
yuvwoKovtes ev TH Aevitix®@ Kal év TH Aevtepovopiw ta mrept Kabapawv 

3 Ul 3 ~ ~ aA 
Kai axabaptwv Bowpatwr, €p ols ws mapavopotaw éyxadotow jpiv 
e ‘9 aA \ e N27 4 b) A 3 aA 
ot owpatikot “[ovdator Kai ot driyw dSiadépovtes avtav °EBiwvator, 
\ 4 \ aA ~ 
py vopile tov oKxomrov elvar TH ypadH Tov mpdoxerpov wept TovUTwWY 
voov. 


an Matth., ed. Benz-Klostermann, in: GCS X 
after 244 


XV 14 (p. 389-390) 


scriptum est in evangelio quodam, quod dicitur secundum Hebraeos 
(si tamen placet alicui suscipere illud, non ad auctoritatem sed ad 
manifestationem propositae quaestionis): “‘dixit, inquit, ad eum alter 
divitum: magister, quid bonum faciens vivam? dixit ei: homo, legem 
et prophetas fac. respondit ad eum: feci. dixit ei: vade, vende omnia 
quae possides et divide pauperibus, et veni, sequere me. coepit autem 
dives scalpere caput suum et non placuit ei. et dixit ad eum dominus: 
quomodo dicis: feci legem et prophetas? quoniam scriptum est in 
lege: diliges proximum tuum sicut teipsum, et ecce multi fratres tui 
fii Abrahae amicti sunt stercore, morientes prae fame, et domus 
tua plena est multis bonis, et non egreditur omnino aliquid ex ea ad eos. 
et conversus dixit Simoni discipulo suo sedenti apud se: Simon, fil 
Ionae, facilius est camelum intrare per foramen acus quam divitem 
in regnum caelorum’’.® 


XVI 12 (p. 511-512 and 513) 


“a 4 9 \ 3 ~ 
Kal émav ins Tav amo *Jovdaiwy morevovtwr ets tov “Inoodiv rihv 


‘1 Acts 23,3. 
2 Matth. 15,10. 
3 Cf. Matth. 19,16-26. 
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Ananias the high priest. Therefore Paul said: “God will strike you, 
you whitewashed wall’. And up to the present day the Ebionites 
strike the Apostle of Jesus Christ with shameful words incited by the 
unlawful word of the high priest. 


an Matth. 


XI 12 


“And when he had called the crowd together, he said to them: 
‘‘Hear and understand’’, etc. Clearly we are taught with these 
words by the Saviour, reading in Leviticus and Deutronomy about 
the pure and impure foods concerning which the Jews by birth and the 
Ebionites who differ not much from them, accuse us of being trans- 
gressors of the Law, not to think that the purpose of the Scriptures 
is the sense which is the most obvious with regard to these things. 


XV 14 


It is written in a certain gospel which is called “according to the 
Hebrews’ (if, however, it pleases somebody to accept it, not as author- 
ity but in order to bring to light the question which has been put): “An- 
other of the rich men”’, it says, “‘said to him, master what good must 
I do to live? He said to him: man, do the Law and the Prophets. He 
answered him: I did. He said to him: go, sell all that you possess and 
divide it among the poor and come, follow me. But the rich man began 
to scratch his head and it did not please him. And the Lord said to him: 
Why do you say: I did the Law and the Prophets ? Is it not written in 
the Law: love your neighbour as yourself ? and see many of your broth- 
ers, sons of Abraham, are covered with dung, dying from hunger, 
and your house is filled with many good things, and absolutely nothing 
goes out of it to them. And he turned to Simon his disciple who sat 
with him and said to him: Simon, son of Jona, it is easier for a camel 
to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man into the kingdom 
of heaven”’. 


XVI 12 
And if you see the faith as regards the Saviour of the Jews who 
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A lo A , e A A ] 4 A a 9 A 9 U 
wept TOU GwThpos tio, ore pev Ex Mapias cai tod *Iwond oiopevwv 
> A e 4 A 9 , A 4 A A 4 , 
avrov elvar oré 5é€ ex Mapias pev povys nat trod Oeiou mvevparos, 
? A A A aA A 9 A A A , 9 A « e Ao 
ov HV Kal wEeTAa THS TEpt adToD Deodoyias, dyer ws odTOS 6 TUPAds 
Ae A eA ah x\ 7 , a ? aA e AA 4 
éyer TO ,,vios Aavid, eAénadv pe,, @ émitiys@ow ot ,,7oAdot,, 
A A e 9 A aA e A 9 l4 3 A aA 3 a 3 “A 
moAAoi yap ot amo Tis ‘lepuyw exmropevdpevor amo TeV €Ovav, éemTipav- 
aA a > A 3 
TES TH TTWYEiA THY amo TaV “Iovdaiwy motevew SoKovyTwr 
@ , 1 A sae 2 , A 4 A A 3 wf aA 
eva otwiynon,,? TO “EPiwvaiw Kat mrwyevovTs wept THv ets “Inootv 
4 > A A aA 
qioTw Tovs amo THY EOvay ... 


XVI 16 (p. 531) 


A A A A 990 7 @ , 4 bd 4 “A U 
xp?) Sé Kal TobTo etdévar OTe TéVTE TEpLTUXOVTES EKddGECL TOD Zaxaptou 
A A aA e , A a 9 V4 4 A 9 A de 
mapa pev tois “EBdoujKovta Kat T@ *AxvAa evdpopev To ,,adTos mpaus 
\ 9 A 9 Ve 4, A A 4 “" > v\ w# A 4 
Kat éemPeByKws ert brrolvyiov Kat m@Aov véov,, 7) ,,€7t Ovov Kal TWAOV 
¢ a > + bY A , b) A 9 4, \ 9 A 
viod ovddwyv,,, mapa dé Meodotiwv: ,,adTos émaxotwv Kai émuPeBnKws 
> v\ w# A A eA ” A A 4, b) A A A 
€ml Ovov Kal T@Aov vioV Ovou,,, Tapa dé Auppaye: ,,avTos TTWYOS Kal 
9 A > vV A a eA bd 4 9 A Cond Ul 9 Ud 
emPpeBnkws emi ovov Kal 17a@Aov vioV Gvabos,,, ev de TH TEUTTH EKOOCEL* 
9 A A \ 9 A 9 Av @€ 4, A DA eA 4 2 
»QUTOS TTWYOS Kal emiBEeBHKwS Emi BrolUytov Kal 7@Aov VidV GVWY,,. 
A 4 , aA 4 aA A A 3 4 aA 
Kat SUvatral yé Tis TadtTa epappolew TH Kata Tov éeLeralopevov Tod 
e A 
evayyeNiov tomov toTopig, OTe mpaos Kal emaKkovwy Kal mTwxOoS 
9\ 7 9 A ¢ A e , > , A 4, 
eAnAvbev eis tHv “Iepovoadnp 6 owtip’ ,,emTwWXEVGE,, yap ,,7AOVGLOS 
@ ¢ kd A aA A aA 4 
wy, Wwa,, ob axovvtes avTot Tot emaKoVvoVvTos HUMV ,,TH TTWYELG,, 


9 ~ A 4, 3 
QuUTOU 7 OUTY})OWOLV. 


an Matth. comm., ed. Benz-Klostermann, in: GCS XI 
after 244 


ser. 79 (p. 188-189) 


“Prima autem azymorum accesserunt discipuli ad Iesum dicentes 
ei: ubi vis paremus tibi pascha manducare? Iesus autem dixit: ite 
in civitatem ad quemdam et dicite ei’’,4 et cetera. Apud Marcum 
autem sic dicit: “et prima die azymorum, quando pascha immolaba- 
tur’’s ... sicut ergo apparet, una eademque dies erat paschae, quando 
oportebat immolare pascha, et azymorum, quando oportebat tollere 
“fermentum vetus’ et azyma manducare cum carnibus agni. et dies 
quidem paschae una erat, azymorum autem septem, connumerata 
videlicet die paschae cum ceteris sex. secundum haec fortisan aliquis 


1 Mark. 10, 47-48. 

2 Zach. 9,9 and Matth. 21,5. 
3 II Cor. 8,9. 

4 Matth. 26,17-18. 

5 Mark. 14,12. 
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believe in Jesus when they think that he is born of Mary and Joseph 
as well as that he is from Mary only and the divine Spirit — certainly 
not in agreement with the doctrine about him — you will see why 
that blind man, who was reprimanded by the “many’’, says: ‘Son 
of David, have mercy on me”. For many came from Jericho and from 
the Gentiles reprimanding the poverty of those of the Jews who pre- 
tended to believe ... “in order that he silences’’ the Ebionite and the 
one who makes poor with regard to the belief in Jesus, those who come 
from the gentiles ... 


XVI 16 


It is necessary to know also that there happen to be five editions of 
Zechariah. In the Septuagint and in Aquila we find: “He was humble 
and sat on a beast of burden and a young colt”’ or: “on a donkey and 
a colt of a she-donkey”. With Theodotion: ‘‘He was obedient and sat 
upon a donkey and the colt of a donkey’. With Symmachus: “He was 
poor and sat upon a donkey and the colt of a she-donkey’”. And in 
the fifth edition: He was poor and sat upon a beast of burden and a 
colt of donkeys’. And can anybody reconcile this with the story accord- 
ing to the passage found in the Gospel that the Saviour went to Jerusa- 
lem humble and obedient and poor. For “he became poor being rich 
in order that’’ those who listened to him who was obedient to us should 
become rich “by this poverty”. 


an Matth. comm. 


ser. 79 


“On the first day of the unleavened bread the disciples approached 
Jesus and said to him: where do you want us to prepare the passover 
to eat ? Jesus said then: go into the village to a certain man and say 
to him”’, etc. But in Mark we read thus: “‘and on the first day of the 
unleavened bread, when the passover was slaughtered” ... thus there- 
fore, it appears that on one and the same day it was passover, when 
one ought to sacrifice paschal lambs and the feast of the unleavened 
bread when one ought to take away ‘“‘the old leaven” and to eat un- 
leavened bread with the flesh of the lamb. And passover lasted one 
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inperitorum requiret cadens in Ebionitismum (ex eo quod Iesus cele- 
bravit more Iudaico pascha corporaliter sicut et primam diem azymo- 
rum et pascha), dicens quia convenit et nos imitatores Christi similiter 
facere; non considerans quoniam Jesus, ”’cum venisset temporis pleni- 
tudo” et missus fuisset, factus est “de muliere”, “factus”’ est “‘sub 
lege”,! non ut eos, qui sub lege erant sub lege relinqueret, sed ut 
educeret eos ex lege. 


an Lucam, ed. Reiter, in: GCS IX 
after 244 


14, 18ff. (fragm. 212) (p. 319) 


‘O dé levyn Body ayopdoas révre 00S’ otTws edoxipacev e€ apyis 
& é€wrynra éore 5é 6 tis vonris Karadpovev picews, mepi Sé ra 


aic@nra dirocodav ws *Iovdator *EBiwvaior ... 


on eprst. ad Rom., ed. Lommatzsch VI 
after 244 


III 11 (p. 226-227) 


Qui ergo non credit Christo, de quo Moses scripsit in lege destruit 
legem: qui autem credit Christo, de quo Moses scripsit, legem con- 
firmat per fidem, quia credit in Christum ... Nam Marcion, qui alium 
dicit Deum legis, alum Patrem Christi, per fidem suam non statuit, 
neque confirmat sed destruit legem. Hoc et Ebion facit; hoc et omnes, 
qui in fide catholica aliquid corruptionis interserunt. 


in eprst. ad Titum, ed. Lommatzsch V 
after 244 


(p. 285-286) 


Sed nunc unum atque idem credendum est etiam de eo, qui de 
Domino nostro Jesu Christo falsi aliquid senserit, sive secundum eos, 
qui dicunt eum ex Joseph et Maria natum, sicut sunt Ebionitae et 
Valentiani, sive secundum eos, qui primogenitum eum negant, et 
totius creaturae Deum, et Verbum, et Sapientiam, quae est initium 
viarum Dei, antequam aliquid fieret, ante saecula fundata, atque 
ante omnes colles generatam,? sed hominem solum eum dicentes: ... 


1 Gal. 4,4. 
2 Prov. 8,22-26. 
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day but the unleavened bread seven in which case the day of pass- 
over was obviously counted with the other six. In accordance with 
this somebody with no experience perhaps does some investigating 
and falls into the Ebionite heresy (starting from the fact that Jesus 
during his life celebrated passover in the way of the Jews and also 
likewise the first day of the unleavened bread and passover) saying 
because it behaves us as imitators of Christ to do similarly: while 
not considering that Jesus “when the fulness of time had come’”’ 
was sent and made “from a woman’’, “made under the Law’ not 
in order to leave those who were under the Law, under the Law, but 
to lead them away from the Law. 


an Lucam 
14, 18ff 


The one who bought the five yokes of oxen thus did not realise from 
the beginning what he bought. He neglected the spiritual nature and 
pursued physical things like the Jewish Ebionites. 


in epist. ad Rom. 
IIT 11 


Therefore he who does not believe in Christ about whom Moses has 
written in the Law, has destroyed the Law: however, who believes 
in Christ about whom Moses has written, confirms the Law because 
of his faith, because he believes in Christ ... For Marcion, who said 
that the God of the Law is one and the Father of Christ is another, 
did not consolidate the Law by his faith, nor did he confirm it, but 
he destroyed the Law. This Ebion also has done and all those who sow 
something of corruption in the catholic faith. | 


on eprst. ad Titum 


But now one and the same must be believed also with regard to 
him who thinks something wrong about our Lord Jesus Christ, or 
according to those who say that he was born of Joseph and Mary, 
like the Ebionites and the Valentinians, or according to those who 
deny that he is the first born, God of all creation, Word, Wisdom, 
which is the beginning of the ways of God, before anything came into 
being, founded before the worlds and generated before the hills, but say 
that he was only man ... 
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c. Celsum, ed. Koetschau, in: GCS I and II 
ca. 250 


II 1 (I, p. 126-127) 


ti odv Kat A€ye: (scil. Celsus) mpos tovds ao *"Jovdaiwv morevovtas, 
KaTavonréov. Pyaiv avrovs Katadimovras Tov T7dTpLoV vouov TH expu- 
xaywyjoba bro tod “Inoot jrarioba wavy yeAoiws Kai amnuropoAn- 
4 5) ” ” A 5 ” , A “A , @ 
Kévat eis aAAo ovoua Kat ets aAdov Biov, unde TotTo Karavoyjoas, ort 
e > 4 9 a 2 A ? aA , 9 , A 
ot amo ‘Iovdaiwv eis tov “Inooiv morevovtes od KatadeAoizact Tov 
marptov vopuov. Piodor yap Kat’ avrov, emwmvupor THS KaTAa THY eKSoyHV 
mTwxeias ToD vouou yeyernucvo. "EBiwy tre yap 6 mTwYOos Tapa 
*Tovdaiors Kadetrar, kat "EBuwvaior ypnuarilovow ot amo “Iovdaiwv 
tov “Inootv ws xpiorov trapadeEdpevor. 
V 61 (II, p. 65) 
” , A A 9 aA 9 , e A “A 
€orwoav Sé ties Kat tov “Inootv dmodeyduevor ws mapa Totro 
Xpiorvavot elvar avyodvres, Err 5é€ Kai xara tov “Jovdaiwv vopov ws 
7a. Ioviaiwv 7AnOn Brody eBédovres: odrou S’eictv ot Sirrot ’EBiwvaior, 
qTow ex mrap0evouv dpodoyodvres Opoiws juiv tov “Incotv } ovy otTw 
aA > A e A A > , 
yeyervijc0a: adAa ws tovs Aourrovs avOpurovs: ... 
V 65 (II, p. 68) 
2 A A e 7 A 4 > A A > , A 
elou yap Ties atpeoets tas IlavAov émoroAdas tot amoordAov pn 
l4 @ ? a > , A e 4 ? 
mpoovemevat, womep EBiwvator aupdrepor Kai ot Kadovpevor * Eyxpa- 
TnTAL. 
PSEUDO-TERTULLIAN 
carmen adv. Marc., ed. Willems, in: CC (Ser. Lat.) IT 
2nd half 3rd cent. 
I (p. 1425) 


Hebioni Christum suasit de semine natum, 
Et circumcidi docuit, legique uacare, 
Fontibus amissis elementa resumere legis. 


METHODIUS 


Symposium, ed. Bonwetsch, in: GCS 
ca. 300 


VIII 10 (p. 93) 


y , 
... Oey Kal rpirov trav dorépwv exAnOnoav pépos, ofov wepi eva 
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c. Celsum 


II 1 


One must pay attention to what Celsus is also saying to those among 
the Jews who believe. He says: they left the ancestral Law, since they 
have been persuaded by Jesus, they have been most ridiculously 
deceived and have deserted to another name and another life. But 
he did not notice that those of the Jews who believe in Jesus have 
not left the ancestral Law. For they live according to that Law called 
after poverty because of their hanging on to the poverty of the Law. 
Because among the Jews Ebion means poor and those of the Jews 
who accepted Jesus are named Kbionites. 


V 61 


Some stood up who accepted Jesus so that they in addition to this 
boasted of being christians and yet wished to live according to the 
Law of the Jews like the mass of the Jews. These are the two kinds of 
Ebionites, some confessing that Jesus was born of a virgin as we do 
and others who deny this but say that he was born like the other people. 
V 66 

For there are some heresies like the Ebionites, both groups, and the 
so-called Enkratites, which do not accept the letters of Paul. 


PSEUDO TERTULLIAN 


carmen adv. Mare. 


I 
He persuaded Hebion (to accept) that Christ was born of man’s 
seed and taught that one has to be circumcised and to dedicate oneself 


to the Law and to take up again the essentials of the Law, from sources 
which have been abolished. 


METHODIUS 
symposium 


VIII 10 
... whence also they were called the third part of the stars in so far as 
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mpopytras diAovexotvres AeAaAnKévar: Mapkiwvos yap cai Ovadevtivou 

A ~ A A > a A A ” A A ~ 
Kat T@v mept Tov “EAxacatov Kat rovs aAAous KaAov pnde pvnpovedocs. 


VICTORINUS POETOVIONENSIS 


comm. in apoc., ed. Hausleiter, in: CSEL 49 
+ 304 


XI 1 (Editio Victorin1) (p. 94-96) 


cum essent enim Valentinus et Cerinthus et Ebion et cetera scola 
(satanae) sparsa per orbem, conuenerunt ad illum de finitimis ciuita- 
tibus episcopi et compulerunt eum, ut ipse testimonium conscriberet 
in dominum. 

(Recensio Hieronymi) (p. 95-97) 
cum esset enim Valentinus et Cerinthus et Ebion et ceteri scolae 
satanae diffusi per orbem, conuenerunt ad illum de finitimis prouinciis 
omnes episcopi et compulerunt, ut ipse testimonium conscriberet. 


XXI 3 (Recensio Hieronymi) (p. 103) 


ergo audiendi non sunt, qui mille annorum regnum terrenum esse 
confirmant, qui cum Cerintho heretico sentiunt. 


EUSEBIUS 


demonstratio evangelica, ed. Heikel, in: GCS VI 
ca. 320 


III 5 (p. 122) 


émt tovros "IdnwBos 6 adeAdds Tob Kupiov, dv ot mdAa Ta ‘Tepo- 
adAvupa oixodvres éxdAouy Sixatov Sia Ta THs aperis mAcovertypata, 
b A A ~ > 4 A iA ~ "I 5 , ” 
cpurrndets mpos Tay apxiepeiwy Kat didacxdaAwy tob “Ioviaiwy Ebvous, 
Tiva Tept TOD apices exoe dofav, Ka7reiTa. amroxpwdpevos Ore vids Be0b 
ei[n], AiBots Kai adros pos adradv BaAderac. 
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they have gone astray with regard to one of the persons of the Trinity, 
on the one hand with regard to the Father, like Sabellius who said that 
the Almighty himself had suffered, on the other hand with regard 
to the Son, like Artemas and those who say that he only came into 
being in appearance, and finally with regard to the Holy Spirit like 
the Ebionites who say out of contentiousness that the prophets spoke 
of their own accord. For it is better not to mention Marcion and Valen- 
tinus and those about Elkesaios and others. 


VICTORINUS POETOVIONENSIS 


comm. in apoc. 


XI 1 (Vict.) 


For when Valentinus, Cerinthus and Ebion and the other school 
(of satan) were dispersed over the world, the bishops came together 
to him from the most distant lands and forced him that he himself 
drew up a testimony to the Lord. 


(Hier.) 
For when Valentinus, Cerinthus and Ebion and the others of 
the school of Satan were spread over the world, all bishops came 


together to him from the most distant provincies and forced him that 
he himself drew up a testimony. 


XXI 3 (Hier.) 


Therefore, one must not listen to those who state that there will 
be an earthly kingdom of a thousand years, those who agree with 
Cerinthus the heretic. 


EUSEBIUS 


demonstratio evangelica 


Ill 5 | 


When, in addition to this James, the brother of the Lord, whom those 
formerly living in Jerusalem called “the righteous one” because of the 
excellencies of his virtue, was asked by the highpriests and the teachers 
of the Jewish people what ideas he held about the Christ and promptly 
answered that he was the Son of God, he was thrown with stones by 
them. BOS 
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III 5 (p. 131) 

Kal 4 toropia dé Karéyet ws Kal peylorn Tis Hv exxAnoia Xprotob 
ev tots ‘IepocoAvpous amo *Jovdaiwy ovyxporoupevn péxpt THY xXpovwv 
THs Kat’ ‘Adpiavov zroAvopkias. 


VIT 1 (p. 304) 
mapa S¢ TH Luppdyw tab ottws exer [Adyerar 5€ o LAYupayos 
°E a i “ @ de = 4 o “A "T Ps) Ud > 
Buwvatos elvar: atpeots dé Fv ovVTW Kadovpéevwr Twdv “Tovdaiwv ets 
Xpiorov motevew Aeyouevwr, €€ dv 6 Luppayos Hv, wap @ Kat adra@ 
~ 4 > 3 4 o A > 4 Cc a 
Tatra ovtws exe]: ,,axovcoate olxos AaBid, uy ovK avrapKes dpiv 
KoTrobv avOpumrous, ott Komrodte Tov Dedv pov ; dia TotTo Swoer KUpLOS 
9 A eC a a > 4 e aA , A 4 es A 
avros vpiv onpetov. tdod 4 vedvis ovAAapBdver Kal Tikrer vidv, Kal 
avé wv b) ~ "E AN 1 
KaNéoets Gvopa adtod *Eppavouna,,. 


hist. eccles., ed. Schwartz, in: GCS II 1,2 
324 


I 7 14 (p. 60) 


» WV eTUyXaVvoY of Tpoepnuevot, Seomdavvor KaAovpeEvor Sia THY mTpOs 
A lA 4 3 3 , 4 A aA 
TO owTypiov yévos ovvadeay amd te Naldpwv rai KwyaBa cwpdv 
t ee ~ ~ ~ ~ > V4 A A 4 
lovsaixady 7H Aor yi éemipourynoavres Kai THY mpoKetpevynv yeveado- 
ylav éx te THS BiBAov trav HuepOv, és daov e€ixvotvro, eEnynodpevor,,.2 


III 5 3 (p. 196) 


... GAAd Kat Tob Aaod ris év ‘IepocoAdpous exxAnoias Kata Tia 
A a 9 A ld > 9 4 > 4 A a l4 
Xpnopov Tots avroh Soxipors Su” amroxadvpews éxdolevra mpo Tod TroA€E- 
prov petaorhvar THs mdéAews Kat twa Tis ITepaias wéAw otkety Kexe- 
Aevonevov, ITé\Aav adriv cvopalovow, [év 4] trav ets Xprorov memo- 
vi 7) ad 2 P 
TevKOTwy amo THs ‘IepovoaAnp LETWKLOLEVWV, 20. 
IIT 24 6 (p. 246) 

Ma7@aids re yap apdtepov ‘EBpaious Kynpvéas, ws quedrev Kal éd’ 
érépous idvar, matpiw yAwtTn ypadh mapadovs To Kat adrov edayyé- 
Aiov, TO A€izov TH avTob mapovoig TovTos ap dv éoréAeTO, dia THs 
ypadis amemAnpov: ... 

TIT 25 5 (p. 252) 
707 Sev rovtols Tes Kal 7d Kal? ‘EBpaious edayyeov xaréAcEav, 


t 3, e Ld e A A , a 
@ pddota ‘EBpaiwy ot rov Xprorov wapadeEdpevor xatpovow. 


1 Is. 7,13-14.:- 
2 Africanus. 
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III 5 


.. and the History also contains the remark that there also was a 
very big Church of Christ in Jerusalem, built by the Jews, until the 
time of the siege of Hadrian. 


VII 1 


With Symmachus matters are as follows. (It is said that Symmachus 
was an Ebionite. This was a heresy of some so-called Jews who claim 
to believe in Christ and Symmachus was one of them. With him things 
are as follows:) ‘Hear, house of David. Is it not sufficient to you 
to wear out men that you wear out my God? Therefore the Lord 
himself shall give you a sign: See a young woman conceives and bears 
a son and you shall give him the name Emmanuel”. 


hist. eccles. 
17 14 


_ Among these were those already mentioned, called Desposyni, on 
account of their connection with the family of the Saviour. From 
Jewish villages, Nazara and Kochaba, they spread out over the rest 
of the country and they had as far as they could, drawn the above 
mentioned genealogy from the Book of the Days. 


III 53 

.. but the people of the Church in Jerusalem had been commanded 
by an oracle given to approved men among them by a revelation, 
to leave the city before the war and to dwell in a certain village of Perea, 
called Pella. And there were those living that believed in Christ and had 
come there from Jerusalem. 


ITI 24 6 

For Matthew, who first preached to the Hebrews, when he intended 
to go to the others also, committed his Gospel to writing in his native 
language and thus compensated by this writing there whom he left 
for the loss of his presence. 


TIT 25 5 


And among those some have placed also the Gospel according to 
the Hebrews with those of the Hebrews that have accepted Christ 
are especially pleased. 
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ITT 27 1-6 (p. 254-256) 
J ~ é A ~ ~ 
1. ddAous 8 6 movnpos Saipwv, Tis wept tov Xptorov tod Deod 
Psy @ a LO ~ > a Q A 4 e A 9 a . 
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TES, TH TOV TMpoTepwv TEpieTpeTrovTo SuvocePeia, wdAoTra GTE Kal THY 
CWLATLKHY TEpt TOV vopov AaTpEiav Cpoiws éeKelvols TEpLeTrELY eaTrOU- 
e A aA A ) , , A 9 Q ) 4 
Salov. 4. odo dé Tod pév atroordAov madpTay Tas émuoToAds apynTéas 
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A 9 ~ , A A 4 o A 4 ” + ee A 
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aywynv opoiws éxeivois trapepvAattov, Tats 8’ avd Kupiaxais Hyépats 
Ca ‘ a b) 
npeiv Ta TapamrAnoa eis pvinV THS Gwrnpiov avaoTdcews ézmeTEAoUY’ 
6. o0ev rapa TH TovadTny eyxeipnow THS Toudade AeAdyyact mpoonyo- 
o a 9 a ~ 
plas, Tot “EBiwvaiwy dvduatos thy tis Stavoias mpoyeiay avrav 
e , , 1 9 e \ 9 € , 2 , 3 
bmogpaivovros’ TavTn yap emikAnv o mTwyxos map ‘EBpaiows dvoualerar 


IIT 28 1-6 (p. 256-260) 


\ A lA l4 e #7 e ¢ 3 A , 

1. Kara rovs dnAovpévous xpdvous Erépas aipécews apynyov yeveoOat 
Kypwov rrapeAndayev’ I'aios, 05 dwvas 7dn mpdtepov mapareGepmat, 
ip pediipaps 48 mpdrepov raparéerp 
? a o 9 aA la A A t A 4 3 a 
ev TH pepomevyn avtob Cnrjce Tradra mepi adtod ypdde 2. ,,aAAa 

‘ la e > 3d , e e A 3 4 4 
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, o ec a e > 3 ‘r ? ~ Psy é ld } fo. 
pévwv TEepatrodroyias Huiv ws du’ ayyéAwy adt@ Sederypevas evddpevos 
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A A U4 ? a A e a bd e A A la 
Xpioroé Kai wddw émiPvpias Kat ndovats ev ‘IepovoaAnp rhv odpKa. 
moXitevopevnv SovAevew, Kal expos barapywv tais ypadais rot beod, 
> Q A A a 3 . ld e aA Gér r ~ A 4 a @ 
dpiOuov xtAvovraetias év yaw eopris, JéAwv mAavav, Aéyer yivecOat,,. 
3. Kat Avovdaros S€, 6 THs Kata "AdeEdvdperay mapoixias Kal” yds 
A > A 3 , ? 4 ~ °E r ~ A a 9 4 
THhv emoKoTny eiAnyws, ev Sevtepw TaV EmayyeAdv wept ris "Iwdavvov 
"A , 9 U e 9 aA >. 3s A PS) 4 a 9 ~ 
moKaAuibews ely Twa Ws ex THs avéexabev mapaddcews, Tot adTod 
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III 27 1-6 


1. The evil demon, however, being unable to tear certain others from 
their allegiance to the Christ of God, yet found them susceptible in a 
different direction, and so won them over to his own purposes. The 
ancients quite properly called these men Ebionites, because they held 
poor and mean opinions concerning Christ. 2. For they considered 
him a plain and common man who was justified only because of his 
progress in virtue, born of the intercourse of a man and Mary. In their 
opinion the observance of the Law was altogether necessary, on the 
ground that they could not be saved by faith in Christ alone and by a 
corresponding life. 3. There were others, however, besides them, 
that were of the same name but avoided the strange absurdity of the 
former, and did not deny that the Lord was born of a virgin and the 
Holy Spirit. But nevertheless in as much as they also refused to confess 
that he was God, Word and Wisdom, they turned aside into the impiety 
of the former, especially when, like them, they did their best to observe 
strictly the bodily worship of the Law. 4. These men, moreover, 
thought that it was necessary to reject all the epistles of the Apostle, 
whom they called an apostate from the Law; and they used only the 
so-called Gospel according to the Hebrews and made small account 
of the rest. 5. The Sabbath and the rest of the discipline of the Jews 
they observed just like them, but at the same time, like us they cele- 
brated the Lord’s day as a memorial of the resurrection of the Saviour. 
Wherefore, in consequence of such a way of life, they received the 
name Kbionites, which signified the poverty of their understanding. 
For this is the name by which a poor man is called among the Hebrews. 


ITT 28 1-6 


1. We have learned that at this time Cerinthus became the author 
of another heresy. Caius, whose words we quoted above, in the Dis- 
putation which is ascribed to him, writes as follows concerning this man: 
2. “But Cerinthus also, by means of revelations, said to be written by 
a great apostle, brings before us miraculous things in a deceitful way, 
saying that they were revealed to angels. And he says that after the 
resurrection the kingdom of Christ will be set up on earth, and that 
in Jerusalem the body will again serve as the instrument of desires 
and pleasures. And since he is an enemy of the divine Scriptures and 
sets out to deceive, he says that there will be a marriage feast lasting 
a thousand years. 3. And Dionysius, who was bishop of the parish 
of Alexandria in our day, in the second book of his work On the Prom- 
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III 36 11 (p. 278) 
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6 OS adtos Lpupvaios ypddwyv, odx of5’ omdbev pytois ovyKéxpyrat, 
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eAnAvbev, Ef adtois AaBere, pnrajoare pe Kai Were GTe ovK ELpt 
Saiuoviov aowparov: Kai evOus adrot 7jibavTo Kal emiorevocar,,.2 


III 39 16-17 (p. 292) 
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1 Ignatius, Smyrn. III, of. Luke 24, 39. 
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ises, where he says some things concerning the Apocalypse of John 
which he draws from ancient tradition, mentions this same man in the 
following words: 4. “But Cerinthus who also founded the sect which 
was Called after him the Cerinthian, wanted to give his own fiction a 
reputable name. For the doctrine which he taught was this: 5. that 
the kingdom of Christ will be an earthly one. And he dreamt that it 
would consist in these things he himself was devoted to, because he 
was a lover of the body and altogether carnal, namely in the delights 
of the belly and of the sexual passion, that is to say in eating and drink- 
ing and marrying, and — because of this he thought he could provide 
himself with a better reputation — in festivals and sacrifices and the 
slaying of victims’. 6. These are the words of Dionysius. But Irenaeus 
in the first book Against the Heresies, adds some more hidden false 
doctrines of the same man, and in the third book he relates a story 
which deserves not to be forgotten. He says, on the authority of Poly- 
carp, that the apostle John, once entered a bath-house to bath. But 
learning that Cerinthus was within, he left the place and rushed out 
of the door, for he could not bear to remain under the same roof with 
him. And he advised those that were with him to do the same, saying: 
“Let us flee, lest the bath-house falls down, for Cerinthus, the enemy of 
the truth, is within’. 


III 36 11 


And the same man writing to the Smyrnaeans, used the following 
words: I do not know whence he took them, with regard to Christ, 
saying: ““But I know and believe that he was in the flesh after the resur- 
rection. And when he came to Peter and those with him he said to them, 
Take me and feel me and see that I am not a demon without a body 
and immediately they touched him and they believed”. 


IIT 39 16-17 


16. These things are related by Papias concerning Mark. But con- 
cerning Matthew he writes as follows: “So then Matthew wrote the 
words in the Hebrew language and every one interpreted them as 
he was able. 17. And the same writer used testimonies from the first 
Epistle of John and from Peter likewise. And he related another story 
of a woman accused of many sins before the Lord which is available 
in the Gospel according to the Hebrews. These things we have thought 
it necessary to observe in addition to what has already been stated. 
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A ; oe | e 3 4 9 ~ @& 3 4 e ~ 3 A 
kal elaiv of aknKodtes adrob ott "Iwdvvyns 6 tod Kupiov pabyris 
ev th “Edéow mropevdeis Aovcacbar Kai iSwv gow Kipwov é&yAaro 
tot Badaveiou pi Aovodpevos, add’ eretwv: Pvywpev, 7 Kal TO 
aA 4 ” »” , ~ ~ > , > ~ 1 
Badaveiov ovpréon, evdov ovtos KnpivOou rob tis adnbeias €xOpoid,,. 


IV 22 8 (p. 372) 


\ @& oe r aA 4 2 e 9 4 fo) l4 3 
Kal é€repa Sé mAciota ypader,? wv ex pépous 45 mpdTEpov euvy- 
povevoapev, OiKEiws Tois Kalpots Tas toTropias mapabéuevor, Ex TE TOD 
3 ~ a “A 
Kal’ ‘EBpaious evayyeAliouv Kai tot Lupiaxod Kai idiws éx tHs “EBpa- 
oh 4 A a 3 a 9 e , e A 4 
Sos dvaréxrov Tia TiOnow, eudhaivwy €& ‘EBpaiwy éauvrov memiorevKe- 
A ” A e 3 3 hh A > Ul 4 4 
vat, Kal adAAadée ws €€ “Iovdatkis aypddov mapaddcews pvnpovever. 


V 8 2 (p. 442-444) 


0 pev 67 Marbaios év trois ‘EBpaios rH idia adrav Siarekrp 
Kal ypadny efjveyxev edvayyediov, tot Ilérpov cai rot IlavAov év 
‘Paipyn evdayyeAConevwy kai JeweNovvrwv THY exKAngotar,,? ... 


V 8 10 (p. 446-448) 


»Kal TEpl THS KaTAa TOUS EBOopyKOVTA Epunvetas THV DeomrvedoTwY 
~ ” t A A 4 4 4 e i] A > wv 8 3 4 
ypapav axove ola xara AdEw ypader,,£ o Feds odv avOpwaos éyévero 
Kal avros KUptos éowoev Huds, Sovs TO THS TapHévov onpetov, add’ 
ovx Ws Evol dacw Tav viv ToAudvrwv peOepunvede THY ypadjy, 
Ht) 4 ¢ ~ ? \ 9 A l4 es $5 e @ } a e la 
,8000 7) vedvis ev yaotpl efer Kal TéEeTaL Vidv,,° ws Deodoriwv nppyvev- 
acevo Edéoatos cai *AxvaAas 6 [Tovrixds, audorepor 'Lovdaior rpoo7Avrou, 
ols kata KoAovOjoavres ot ’EBuwvaio. &€ "Iwond adrov yeyeviobar 
ddoxovovw,,. 


V 10 3 (p. 450-452) 


dv els yevopevos Kai 6 IIdvrawos, Kal eis “Ivdods €ADetv A€yerar, 

” 4 € a 9 A 4 ‘A ? ~ , A A 

évOa Adyos edpeiv adtov mpopbacav tHv adrod mapovoiay To Kara 

Maraiov evayyéAov mapa tiow adrof. rov Xprotov éemeyywxdow, 
aA ~ @ ~ a @ 

ols BapBodopatov r&v aroordAwy eva Knpifar adrois re ‘EBpaiwv 


1 Trenaeus. 

2 Hegesippus. 
3 Irenaeus. 

4 Trenaeus. 

5 Is. 7,14. 
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IV 146 


And there are those that heard from him that John, the disciple of 
the Lord, going to bath in Ephesus and seing Cerinthus within ran out 
of the bath-house without bathing, crying: ‘ Let us flee, lest even the 
bath-house fall down, because Cerinthus, the enemy of the truth, is 
within’, 


IV 22 8 


And he wrote many other things which we mentioned already in 
part while we referred his stories in appropriate places. And he quotes 
from the Gospel to the Hebrews and from the Syriac and sometimes 
from the Hebrew idiom. Thus he shows that he is a convert from the 
Hebrews and he mentions other things as taken from the unwritten 
Hebrew tradition. 


V82 


“Matthew published his Gospel among the Hebrews in their own 
language in the time that Peter and Paul preached the Gospel and 
founded the Church in Rome”. 


V810 


With regard to the translation of the inspired scriptures according 
to the seventy, listen to the very words he writes: God became man 
and the Lord himself saved us, giving the sign of the virgin, but not 
as some say of those who at the moment venture to translate the script- 
ure: “See, a young woman shall conceive and bring forth a son”, 
as Theodotion of Ephesus and Aquila of Pontus both Jewish proselytes, 
interpreted, whom the Ebionites follow when they say that he was 
born of Joseph. 


V 103 


Pantaenus was one of these and it is said that he went to India and 
that he, with some people who knew Christ, found the Gospel of 
Matthew that had already arrived before his coming. For Bartholomew, 
one of the apostles, had preached to them and left with them the 
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ypappaot tHv Tob Marbaiov Katareipar ypadyv, jv Kal owlecBat eis 
Tov SnAovpevov ypovov. 


VI 17 (p. 554-556) 


a A e ~ 2 A A , 9 , 2 a ‘ 
Tav ye pny épynvevtadv adrav 67 rovTwv toréov *EBuwvatov tov 
4 , q@ 4.9 e ~ 3 , 4 
AvUppayov yeyovevar: aipeots b€ €otw 7 Tov ’EBiwvaiwy ottw Kadov- 
4 “A A X A 9 wf A A M , , 4 
evn tav tov Xpiorov e€ “Iwond cai Mapias yeyovévar dackdvtTwv 
, wv e 4 2 A A A 4 “a ? eo , 
yudov te avOpwrov breAnddtwv adrov Kai Tov vopov xphnvat ‘lovdaixkw- 
Tepov dudrarrew amoxupilCopevwv, ws Tou Kal ex THs mpoabev iaroplas 
eyvwpev. Kat vrouvypata 5€ Tob Luppdyov eis ett viv déperar, év 
aA A A A a 3 4 b) , A 
ols Soxe? wpos ro Kata Maraiov amorewopevos evayyédov tiv Sed7- 
4 @ U4 a A e 93 , A ‘ ” 
Awpevnv aipeow Kparvvew. Tatra dé 6 ’Qpryévyns pera Kat dAAwv 
“A “a , ? “A 
els Tas ypadas epunverdv tod Avypdyou onpatver mapa “lovAcavis 
9 , a , > b) lo Ud A , 
Twos elAndheva; hv Kal dnow map’ avtod Auupayov tas BiBAous 


diadeEacbat. 


VI 25 4 (p. 576) 


» Ws ev tapaddce pabwy mepi THY Tecodpwv edvayyeAiwy, a Kal 
peova avavrippntd €orw év TH bod Tov ovpavov éxKAnoia Tob Geos, 
OTL Tp@Tov pev yeypamTat TO KaTa Tov ToTE TeAwWYnY, UoTEepov SE 
amdotoAov *Inoot Xpiotot MarOaiov, éx Sedwxdra adrto tois azo 
*Iovdaiopot morevoaow, ypdypaow ‘EBpaixois ovvreraypevov,,! ... 


VI 38 (p. 592-594) 
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writing of Matthew in the Hebrew language which they had preserved 
till that time. 


Vi17 


As to these translators one must know that Symmachus was an 
Ebionite. But the heresy of the Ebionites, as it is called consists of those 
who say that Christ was the son of Joseph and Mary, considering him 
a mere man and insisting strongly on keeping the Law in a Jewish 
manner, as we already know from this History. Treatises of Symmachus 
are still extant in which he appears to support this heresy by attacking 
the Gospel of Matthew. Origen makes clear that he obtained these 
and other commentaries of Symmachus on the Scriptures from a certain 
Juliana who he says, received the books from Symmachus himself. 


VI 25 4 


From the tradition I have learned concerning the four Gospels 
which are the only indisputable Gospels in the Church of God under 
heaven, that first was written the Gospel according to Matthew, who 
was once a publican and later an apostle of Jesus Christ and that it 
was given to the Jewish converts and written in the Hebrew language. 


VI 38 


Another error also arose at that time, called the heresy of the Elke- 
saites which also disappeared as soon as it began. Origen speaks of 
it in this manner in his public homily on the eighty-second Psalm: 
“A certain man came just now, puffed up greatly with his ability to 
proclaim a godless and impious opinion which has appeared lately in 
the churches, called that of Elkesaites. I will show you what evil things 
that opinion teaches so that you may not be carried away by it. It 
rejects certain parts of every scripture. Again it uses portions of the 
entire Old Testament and the Gospel, but it rejects the Apostle alto- 
gether. It says that to deny Christ is an indifferent matter and he who 
understands this will, under necessity, deny with his mouth but not in 
his heart. They produce a certain book which, they say, fell from 
heaven and whoever hears and believes this shall receive remission of 
sins, a different remission from that which Jesus Christ has given”. 
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VII 25 1-3 (p. 690-692) 
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theophania, ed. MPG 24 
after 323 


(c. 685-688) 
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theophania syriaca, ed. Gressmann, in: GCS III 


IV 12 (p. 183) 


Er lehrte aber die Ursache der Seelenspaltung, die in den Hausern 
geschehen wiirde, wie wir irgendwo in dem Evangelium gefunden haben, 


1 Dionysius. 
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VII 25 1-3 


1, Afterwards he speaks in this manner of the Apocalypse of John: 
“Some before us have set aside and rejected the book altogether, 
criticising it chapter by chapter and pronouncing it without sense 
and illogical and saying that its title is fraudulent. 2. For they say 
that it is not the work of John nor is it a revelation because it is covered 
thickly and densely by a veil of obscurity. And they affirm that none 
of the apostles and none of the saints nor any one in the Church is the 
author of this work but Cerinthus who also founded the sect which 
was called after him, the Cerinthian, wanting to give his own fiction 
a reputable name. 3. For the doctrine which he taught was this: 
that the kingdom of Christ will be an earthly one. And he dreamt 
that it would consist in those things he himself was devoted to, because 
he was a lover of the body and altogether carnal, namely in the delights 
of the belly and of sexual passion that is to say, in eating and drinking 
and marrying and — because of this the thought he could provide 
himself with a more popular fame — in festivals and sacrifices and the 
slaying of victims. 


theophania 


Since the Gospel which has come to us in Hebrew letters directs 
its threat not against the one who has hidden (his talent) but against 
the one who lived in spendthrift — for he possessed three slaves, one 
who spend the fortune of his master with harlots and flute-girls, 
the second who multiplied his trade and the third who hid his talent; 
next the first was accepted, the second rebuked only, the third, how- 
ever, was thrown into prison — I wonder whether the threat in Matthew 
which, according to the letter was spoken against the one who did 
nothing, applies not to him but to the first one who was eating and 
drinking with those who were drunken, by way of resumption. 
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das unter den Juden in hebrdaischer Sprache (verbreitet) ist, in dem es 
heisst: ‘‘Ich wiahle je die Besten mir aus, die mir mein Vater im Himmel 
gibt.” 


onomasticon, ed. de Lagarde 
before 331 
p. 284, 37-285, 1 

NalapeO (Matth. 2,23). clev 6 Xpiatos Nalwpaios éxdAOn, Kal 
Nalapnvot ro madaov ypets ot viv Xprotiavoi. 
p. 301, 32-34 

AwBa (Gen. 14,15). ,,7 eorw év apiorep& Aapackod,,. Eorw dé cai 
AXwPa copy év trois adrois pépecw, ev h eiow “EBpaiwv oi eis Xprorov 
muotevoavtes, “EBuwvato. cadovpevor. 


de eccles. theol., ed. Klostermann, in: GCS IV 
337 


I 14 (p. 74) 
A ? ~ A lo a e “A e Va > , 
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Eva pev Béov Aéyovras eid€var, Kal TOG GwTHpos TO O@pa py} apvouvpe- 
vous, Thy dé Tod viod Oedrnra py eiddras. 


I 20 (p. 88) 
6 59 mdAra pev “EBiwwvaior vewort d€ 6 Lapooareds Kai ot émixAnv 
e€ avtod IlavAvavoi dpovicavres Svodjywv vrépewav dixny. 


ALEXANDER OF ALEXANDRIA 


emst., ed. MPG 18 
ca. 324 


TX (c. 561A) 

Adtoi yap Qeodidaxroi éore, ovK ayvooivrTes OTL  Evayxos emava- 
ordoa TH éxxAnovaoTiKH evoeBeia SidacKadia, *EBiwvds é€ott Kal 
"Aprepa, Kat Cros tot Kata *Avridyevav ITavAov rot Lapooareéws, 
cuvddw Kal Kpices THY amavrTayod émoKkdmwy amoKnpuyBevTos Tihs 
*Exxdyoias- ... 


TESTIMONIES — TRANSLATION 151 


onomasticon 


p. 138, 24-25 


Nazareth. From this name Christ was called Nazoraean and we 
being now called Christians received in the past the name Nazarenes. 


p. 172, 1-3 


Coba. “This is to the left of Damascus’. There is also a village Choba 
in the same region in which live those of the Hebrews who believed 
in Christ, called Ebionites. 


de eccl. theol. 


114 


The first preachers of our Saviour himself called them by a Hebrew 
name Kbionites, indicating them to be poor of understanding. They 
say they know one God and do not deny the body of the Saviour, but 
they do not recognise the divinity of the Son. 


T 20 


The Ebionites in the past, and recently the one from Samosata and 
those who are called Paulinians after him, await judgement because 
they are mindful of shameful things. 


ALEXANDER OF ALEXANDRIA 
epist. 
TX 
For you yourselves have been taught of God. You are not ignorant 
that this doctrine which has lately set up against the piety of the Church 
is that of Ebion and Artemas; and you know about the envy of Paul of 


Samosata, of Antioch, who by the counsel and judgment of the fe 
everywhere was banished from the Church. 


152 TESTIMONIES — TEXT 


HILARY OF POITIERS 


de trinitate, ed, MPL 10 
356 /359 


I 26 (c. 41A/C) 


Septimus deinceps liber, secundum perfectae fidei gradum, susceptae 
disputationis sermonem temperavit. Namque primun, per inviolabilis 
fidei sanam et incorruptam demonstrationem, inter Sabellium et 
Hebionem et hos non veri Dei praedicatores lite certavit, cur Sabellius 
subsistere ante saecula negaret, quem creatum alii confiterentur ... 
Hebion autem ab utroque ita vincitur, ut hic (Arius) ante saecula 
subsistentem, hic (Sabellius) verum Deum convincat operatum. Om- 
nesque se invicem vincendo vincuntur: quia Ecclesia et contra Sabel- 
lium, et contra creaturae praedicatores, et contra Hebionem, Deum 
verum ex Deo vero Dominum Jesum Christum, et ante saecula natum, 
et postea hominem genitum esse testatur. 


II 4 (c. 52B-53A) 


. ut Hebion omne initium filio Dei ex Maria concedens, non ex 
Deo hominem, sed ex homine Deum proferat; neque subsistens antea 
quod in principio apud Deum erat Deus Verbum virgo susceperit, 
sed carnem genuerit per verbum; quia in Verbo antea, non existentis 
unigeniti Dei naturam dicat, sed sonum vocis elatum: ... 


II 23 (c. 65B) 


Subrepat Hebion, initium filio Dei ex Maria concedens, et Verbum 
a diebus carnis intelligens. 


VII 3 (c. 201A/B) 


Natum quoque Dei filium ex Maria dicturo, Hebion quod est Photi- 
nus assistit, auctoritatem mendacii sui ex professionis veritate sump- 
turus. 


VII 7 (c. 205A) 


Jam vero qua fidei nostrae victoria Hebion, qui Photinus est, aut 
vincit aut vincitur: ... 
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HILARY OF POITIERS 


de trinitate 
I 26 


Next the seventh book, according to the level of the perfect faith, 
delivers its sermon which has been taken up for debate. First with the 
announcement of the indistortable proof of the inviolable faith, it 
takes part in the conflict raging between Sabellius and Hebion and 
those who do not preach the true God since Sabellius denies him to 
exist before all ages, whom others confess as having been created ... 
Hebion, however, is refuted by both since the one demonstrates that 
he existed before all ages and the other that he operated as the true 
God. And all are refuted because they refuted each other in turn, 
while the Church witnesses both against Sabellius and against those 
who preach Christ as a creature, as also against Hebion asserting that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is true God of true God, born before all ages 
and later born as man. 


II 4 


... like Hebion agrees that the Son of God was born of Mary 
but does not show him as being man from God but God from man. 
The virgin, he says, did not receive the word that existed before all 
things that was in the beginning with God and was God but she bore 
flesh by way of the Word, since he denied that the nature of the existing 
only-begotten God was formerly in the Word, but said that the Word 
was the sound coming from the voice. 


II 23 


Let Hebion come sneaking along deceitfully admitting that the 
beginning of the Son of God is with Mary and accepting that the word 
began only in the days of the flesh (incarnation). 


VII 3 


Now I am going to say that the son of God is born of Mary, Hebion, 
this means Photinus, will stand by who wants to adopt the authority 
for his lie from the proclamation of truth. 


VII 7 


Again, how glorious a victory for our faith is that Ebion — in other 
words, Photinus — both wins and is overcome. . 


154 TESTIMONIES — TEXT 


OPTATUS OF MILEVIS 


de schism. donatist., ed. Ziwsa, in: CSEL 26 
Ist ed. 365, 2nd ed. 385 


IV 5 (p. 108) 


dixit (scil. Paulus) hoc de haereticis, quorum coeperat illis temporibus 
uitiosa esse doctrina ... ut Ebion (this reading according to the manu- 
scripts, but cf. note in the edition referring to Praxeas) qui argumenta- 
batur patrem passum esse ... 


EPIPHANIUS 
ancoratus, ed. Holl, in: GCS I 
374 
13 3 (p. 21) 
... Knpw@avoi, ot cat Mypwitavoi, Nalwpaia, ’EBiwvaior ... 
13 5 (p. 21) 


...Lapisator, ot kat “EXxecaton, ... 


panarion, ed. Holl, in: GCS I, I, TI 
ca. 376 


1911-64 (I, p. 217-224) 
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OPTATUS OF MILEVIS 


de schism. donatist. 


IV 5 


He said this about the heretics whose vicious doctrine began to spread 
in those times ... like Ebion who argued that the Father has suffered ... 


EPIPHANIUS 


ancoratus 


13 3 


... Cerinthians, also called Merinthians ... Nazoraeans ... Ebionites ... 


13 5 


Sampsaeans, also called Elkesaites 
panarion 


19 1 1-6 4 


1.1 After that heresy another one has intermingled with these viz 
the so-called heresy of the Ossaeans. 2. Like the above mentioned 
they are Jews, hypocrites in their way of life and crafty in their ideas. 
According to the contents of the tradition that has come to us, they 
originated from the region of Nabataea and Ituraea, Moabitis and 
Arielitis, from the regions that are situated at the other side of the 
lake that in the Holy Scripture is called Dead Sea. 3. “Strong race” 
is the meaning of this race of the Ossaeans taken from a translation 
of this name 4. Later they were joined by a man called Elxai, in 
the time of the emperor Trajan, after the coming of the Saviour. He 
was a pseudo-prophet. He wrote a book based upon a supposed pro- 
phesy or an assumed divinely inspired wisdom. It is said, that there 
exists also somebody else, Iexai, his brother. 5. This man erred with 
regard to his way of life and he was a deceiver with regard to his con- 
ceptions. Although he originated among the Jews and was Jewish- 
minded, he did not live according to the Law. He substituted some 
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things for others and formed his own heresy. He ordained to them as 
witnesses to an oath which has to be honoured: 6. salt, water, earth, 
bread, heaven, air and wind. Then again he ordained seven other wit- 
nesses, I mean, heaven, water, the holy spirits, as he says, and the 
angels of prayer, olive-oil, salt and earth. 7. He detests virginity 
and hates chastity and compels people to marry. He introduces some 
fantastic things supposed to be based upon revelation 8. and he 
teaches hypocrisy since he said that there exists no sin. Even if some- 
body may have worshipped idols at some time during a persecution (he 
did not sin), unless he worshipped them deliberately for he who may 
have confessed with his tongue, does not confess with his heart. 

2 1. The deceiver does not shrink from adducing a witness for this 
practice saying that a certain Phineas, a priest from the family of 
Levi and Aaron and of the old Phineas worshipped the Artemis in 
Susa during the exile in Babylon and that in this way he escaped 
the destruction of death under king Darius. From this it appears 
that everything is false and vain with him. 

2. This one, then, as said above, joined the above mentioned so-called 
heresy of the Ossaeans of which a remnant is left up to the present 
day in that same country Nabatitis and Perea, near Moabitis. This 
race is called Sampsaeans at the present. They hold illusory ideas 
calling him “hidden power’’, since “el” means power and “xai” 
means hidden. 3. All their arrogant practices have been refuted 
and fell into disgrace with those who are able to understand the 
truth and know it exactly. 4. For up to the present day, in the time 
of Constantine and the present emperors, (this heresy exists). 5. For up 
to the time of Constantine two sisters, originating from the family 
of this Elxai, a certain Marthous and Marthana, are worshipped as 
goddesses in their country since they are descendants of the above 
mentioned Elxai. Marthous died a short time ago but Marthana 1s 
still alive up to now. Their spittle and the rest of the dirt of their 
body are carried about by those erring heretics in that country with 
the apparent intention of using it to ward off illnesses. This had no 
effect whatsoever but erring pride is always ready to use deceit. 
For wickedness is blindness and error is stupidity. 

34. But next he also confesses Christ in name, saying that Christ 
is the great king. But I did not fully understand from the deceitful 
and falsified contents of the book packed with his boastings whether 
he was speaking about our Lord Jesus Christ. For he does not state that 
explicitly but only mentioned Christ as if he — as far as we understood 
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the meaning — means or supposes somebody else. 5. For he forbids 
praying in the direction of the East, saying that one has not to turn 
oneself into that direction but that one has to turn one’s face from all 
regions to Jerusalem, so that those in the East have to turn to the 
West and those in the West to the East in the direction of Jerusalem, 
in the same way those in the North to the South and those in the South 
to the North in order that a man in all regions faces Jerusalem. Behold 
the madness of this deceiver. 6. For on the one hand he curses the 
sacrifices and the cult as things being strange to God and having not 
been offered to God at all as appears from the Fathers and the Law, 
but on the other hand he says that one has to pray in the direction 
of Jerusalem, where had been the altar and the sacrifices, refusing to 
eat meat, like the Jews, and other things and rejecting the altar and 
fire as being abhorrent to God. 7. With these words he says that 
water is acceptable to God but that fire is strange to Him: “Children, 
do not go to what is fire for in that case you shall err. For this is an error. 
For, he says, you see it as something quite near, but actually it is very 
far away. Do not go to that but rather to the sound of water’. For he 
knows a great many fables. 

41. Next he describes Christ as a power of whom he also gives the 
dimensions: his length is 24 schoinoi, that means 96 miles, his breadth 
is 6 schoinoi, which is 24 miles and concerning his width, his feet and 
the other fables he repeats similar fairy-tales. 2. Also the Holy Spirit 
is said to be like Christ, but she is a female being, like a statue rising 
above the clouds and standing between two mountains. But I shall 
be silent about the rest lest I tell the reader all kinds of fables. 3. Later 
in his book he speaks the following deceitful words full of empty talk: 
“Nobody must look for the significance, but he must say the following 
words in his prayer’ (the following he apparently took from the Hebrew 
as far as we have understood partially though his phantasies possess 
no meaning), for he says: “‘abar anid moib nochile daasim ane daasim 
nochile moib anid abar selam’’, which where translated has the follow- 
ing understandable meaning: 4. The humiliation must pass which 
is from my fathers, viz. their condemnation, their trampling and their 
burden my trampling exists in the condemnation because of my 
fathers, from the humiliation which I escaped because of the sending 
of the fulfilment (translation uncertain). 

5 1. This, then, is the heresy of the Ossaeans which has been mention- 
ed above, which follows the Jewish way of life in observing the Sabbath, 
circumcision and doing everything the Law prescribes. Only, because 
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he rejected the books of Moses, like the Nasaraeans he effected a schism, 
showing a difference with the other six of these seven heresies. 


4 1, shall also pass over this heresy. For later this Elxai joined the 
Ebionites who lived after Christ, but also the Nazoraeans who origin- 
ated afterwards. Four heresies made use of him because they were 
won over by his deceit: those of the Ebionites and the Nazoraeans who 
came after them, the Ossaeans who were before him and with him 
and the Nasaraeans of whom I gave a description above. 

64. Therefore, he also is wicked who speaks according to what 
is found in the book of Elxai compelling men not only to swear by God 
but also by salt and water and (bread and) air and wind and earth 
and heaven. 


anacephalaiosis 


t.2 28-30 


28. The Cerinthians, also called the Merinthians. They take their 
name from Cerinthus and Merinthus, being Jews they are proud of 
circumcision. They say that the world was created by angels and that 
Jesus was called Christ because of his progress (in virtue). 

29. The Nazoraeans. They confess that Jesus is the Christ, Son of God, 
but they live in every way according to the Law. 

30 1. The Ebionites. They are similar to the above mentioned Cerinth- 
ians and Nazoraeans. The heresy of the Sampsaeans and the Elkesaites 
joined with them. 2. They say that Christ was created in heaven, 
and also the Holy Spirit. Christ dwelt in Adam at the beginning and 
in the course of time he withdrew from Adam and put him on again. 
They say that this brought him to perfection at his coming in the flesh. 
They are Jews. They use Gospels. 3. Eating meat is abominable to 
them. They consider water to be divine. As I said, Christ put on a 
man at his coming in the flesh. 4. They often baptise themselves 
in water, summer and winter, for sanctification, like the Samaritans. 


28 1 1-8 


1. Cerinthus from whom the Cerinthians received their name came 
to bring the venom of his beastly seed into the world. He does not differ 
very much from the above-mentioned Carpocrates but he pours out 
the same malicious poisons in the world 2. For, speaking blasphem- 
ously against Christ in the same way as the one mentioned above, he 
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also declares that Christ was born of Mary and the seed of Joseph, 
and likewise that the world was made by angels. 3. For this one did 
not differ in any way from the first one in the elements of his doctrine, 
except that he adhered to Judaism only partially. For he said that 
the Law and the Prophets have been given by angels and that the 
legislator is one of the angels who created the world. 4. When Cer- 
inthus dwelt in Asia he began his preaching there also. 5. We already 
said of him that he also preached that the world has not been created 
by the supreme power dwelling on high but that from on high, from 
God living above — after Jesus, born from the seed of Joseph and 
Mary, had grown up — Christ, that is the Holy Spirit, descended upon 
him in the form of a dove in the river Jordan and that he to him and 
through him to them that were with him revealed the unknown 
Father. 6. And therefore, since a power from above came upon him, 
he performed these mighty works. And while he himself suffered, 
that which came from above flew back again from Jesus on high. 7. 
Jesus suffered and rose again, but Christ — that means he who descend- 
ed upon him in the form of a dove — who came from above upon him 
flew away without suffering. And Jesus is not supposed to be Christ. 

21. Also he was inconsistent as you, all lovers of the truth can see. 
For he says that he who gave the Law is not good, whose Law — ob- 
viously as something good — he appears to obey. 2. How then was 
it possible that he who is bad has given a good Law? For if it 1s good 
not to commit adultery or to kill how much better would he not be 
who taught this, if somebody who does not do this is already called 
good. How then can he who advices what is good and who gives a 
good Law, be accused of doing something bad? Yes, a madman is 
he who undertakes such things. 3. This one, beloved, is one of these 
who caused confusion among the apostles when those with James 
wrote a letter to Antioch, saying: ‘““We know that some of us have 
come to you and confused you with words; they are men to whom 
we gave no orders”. 4. And he is one of those who stood up against 
the holy Peter because he entered the house of the holy Cornelius 
when he sent for him after being made worthy to see an angel and 
Peter began to hesitate and he saw the vision of the sheet with the 
things upon it and he heard from the Lord that he was to call nothing 
unholy or impure. 5. He then exited the group of those who belong 
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to the circumcision against Peter when he had to come to Jerusalem, 
saying: “‘He has been visiting those that are not circumcised”. 6. This, 
then, has been done by Cerinthus before he began to take his preaching 
to Asia and plunged into an even deeper abyss for his destruction. 
He did everything to propagate circumcision, ostensibly because the 
believers among the gentiles offered resistance against it, but in reality 
because he was circumcised himself. 


41. But this rebellion has been fomented by the above-mentioned 
pseudo-apostle Cerinthus, just as he and his companions also revolted 
at another time in the same city of Jerusalem when Paul arrived 
there with Titus and he said: “He has brought with him men who 
are uncircumcised”, and added with regard to Titus: 2. “and he 
has profaned the holy place”. Therefore Paul said: “Yet even Titus 
my companion, though he is a Greek, was not compelled to be circum- 
cised. And this with a view to the false brothers who had stolen in to 
spy upon our liberty which we possess in Christ to whose dictation 
we did not yield for one moment’. And he told the gentiles, saying: 
“Do not circumcise yourselves. If you receive circumcision Christ 
will do you no good at all’’. 

51. They use the Gospel according to Matthew — partially and 
not as a whole, but because of his genealogy speaking about the flesh — 
and they bring forward the following witness, taking again their words 
from the Gospel: “It suffices for a pupil to become as his master’. 
2. How then ?, they say: Jesus has been circumcised, you also have 
to be circumcised. Christ lived according the Law, they say, you also 
have to do the same. Therefore some of them believe these sophisms, 
as if being snatched away (destroyed ?) by poisons since Christ has 
been circumcised. 3. They reject Paul because he did not believe 
in circumcision but they also reject him because he said: “All those 
of you who expect righteousness in the Law, you have fallen out of 
grace’, and: “if you receive circumcision Christ will do you no good 
at all’. 

61. This stupid Cerinthus, teacher of stupid men, ventures to say 
further that Christ suffered and was crucified but has not yet risen 
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again but that he will rise when the general resurrection of the dead 
takes place. 2. Those things are chaotic with them, their words 
and ideas. For this reason the Apostle, said, beside himself with aston- 
ishment at those who do not believe that there will be a resurrection 
of the dead in the future: “‘if the dead will not be raised, then Christ 
has not yet been raised”, and “let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
we shall die’, and “do not err, bad company corrupts good habits’. 
3. Next, he refutes those who say that Christ has not yet been raised 
in the following way: “if Christ has not been raised then our proclama- 
tion is empty and empty is our faith. Then we are also found to be 
false witnesses about Christ (because we witnessed against God, saying 
that He raised Christ) if he did not raise him’’. As if it could be that 
the apostles proclaim on the one hand that Christ has not yet been 
raised and on the other hand that the dead will not be raised. 4. For 
in that land, I mean Asia, but also in Galatia, the school of these men 
became prosperous. With regard to these also a tradition was handed 
down to us that, if some among them die at an early age without 
having been baptized, others in their place are baptized in their name 
in order that they will not be punished when they rise from the dead 
at the resurrection since they did not receive baptism and they come 
into the hands of the power who created the world. 5. And therefore, 
says the tradition which has come down to us that the holy apostle 
himself said: “If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they bap- 
tized for the dead ?”’ But others, interpreting these words in the exact 
way, say that those who are on the verge of dying and who are cate- 
chumenens, are supposed to be worthy to be baptized before dying 
in that hope, making clear that he who died will also rise and that for 
this reason he is in need of the remission of sins through baptism. 6. 
Some of them proclaimed that Christ has not yet been raised but 
that he will rise with all men, other ones say that the dead will not 
rise at all. 

8 1. They are also called Merinthians according to the rumour which 
reached us. For either Cerinthus himself is also called Merinthus — we 
are not quite certain with regard to him — or there existed somebody 
else, called Merinthus, his cooperator. God only knows. 2. For we 
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have already said that not only he himself often stood up against the 
apostles in Jerusalem but also his companions in Asia. However, there is 
no difference whether it be himself or somebody else, a cooperator, 
having the same opinions and working on the same ideas. For their en- 
tire malicious doctrine bears the same characteristics and they are 
called both Cerinthians and Merinthians. 


29 1 1-9 


1. They are succeeded by the Nazoraeans. They lived at the same time, 
or before them, either with them or after them. In any case they are 
contemporaries. For I cannot exactly determine who are the successors 
of whom. For, as I said, they were contemporaries and possessed 
identical ideas. 2. They did not give themselves the name of Christ, 
or that of Jesus but they called themselves Nazoraeans. 3. All Christ- 
ians were called Nazoraeans once. For a short time they were given 
also the name [essaeans, before the disciples in Antioch began to be 
called Christians. 

5 4. When they were once called Jessaeans during a short period, 
some again withdrew at that time after the ascension of the Lord when 
Mark preached in the land of Egypt. They were so-called followers 
of the apostles, but I suppose that they were Nazoraeans who are 
described by me here. By birth they are Jews and they dedicate them- 
selves to the Law and submit to circumcision. 5. But as some happen 
to see a fire but do not understand why they have kindled the fire 
or for what purpose they did it — whether to get food ready to eat 
for their subsistence with the help of fire, or because they are used 
to destroy with help of fire inflammable wood or firewood — in the 
same way they have kindled a fire and have set fire to themselves. 
6. For after having heard the name of Jesus only and having seen 
the divine signs performed by the hands of the apostles, they also 
believed in Jesus. When they came to know that he was conceived 
in Nazareth and had grown up in the house of Joseph and therefore 
is called Jesus the Nazoraean in the Gospel, as also the apostles say: 
“Jesus the Nazoraean, a man made known by signs and miracles’, 
etc., they gave themselves this name calling themselves Nazoraeans — 
7. not Naziraeans which translated, means sanctified ones. For this 
title of honour was borne in the past by the first-born children who 
were sanctified to God. Samson belonged to them and others after 
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him and also many before him. But also. John the Baptist himself 
was one of those who were sanctified to God “‘For he drank no wine 
and strong drink’’. This way of life has been determined for such people 
in agreement with their dignity. 6 1. But they also did not call them- 
selves Nasaraeans, for the heresy of the Nasaraeans existed before 
Christ and they did not know Him. 2. But also all the men called the 
Christians Nazoraeans, as I said before. This appears from the accusa- 
tion against Paul which was as follows: “We discovered that this man 
is a pest, somebody disturbing the people, the leader of the heresy 
of the Nazoraeans’. 3. The holy Apostle did not deny this name 
although he was not a follower of their heresy, but he gladly accepted 
the name which was inspired by the malice of his opponents because 
it had been born by Christ. 4. For he said at the tribunal: “They 
did not find me in the temple speaking with somebody or causing a 
riot. Nothing of what I am accused of, did I do. [admit to you that I 
serve God in that way which they call a heresy, believing everything 
which is in the Law and the Prophets”. 5. For it is no wonder that 
the Apostle admitted he was a Nazoraean because everybody called 
Christians with that name at that time, because of the city of Nazareth 
and because at that time there was no other name in use. Therefore 
persons were called Nazoraeans who came to believe in Christ, of 
whom it is written that he will be called Nazoraean. 6. For also at this 
time people give all heresies — I mention the Manichaeans, the Mar- 
cionites and the Gnostics and all the others — the same name of Christ- 
ians while they are not Christians. And also every heresy, even if it has 
a different name, will gladly bear that name because it gives them 
lustre. For they may suppose that they can be proud of the name of 
Christ but that does not apply to their belief and works. 7. Likewise 
the holy disciples of Christ called themselves disciples of Jesus, which 
they really were. When they heard the name Nazoraeans from others, 
they did not reject it, because they saw what was meant by those who 
called them by this name, viz. that they called them by this name 
because of Christ, since our Lord himself was also called Jesus the 
Nazoraean, as appears from the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles. 
8. For he grew up in the city of Nazareth, at the time a village, in the 
house of Joseph after being born according to the flesh in Bethlehem 
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of Mary, ever virgin, who was betrothed to Joseph. He moved to 
that same Nazareth when he settled down in Galilee after his departure 
from Bethlehem. 

71. These heresies, just mentioned, of which we here are giving a 
brief sketch, passing over the name of Jesus did not call themselves 
Iessaeans and did not keep the name Jews; they did not call them- 
selves Christians, but Nazoraeans, taking this name from the place 
Nazareth. But actually they remained wholly Jewish and nothing 
else. 2. For they use not only the New Testament but also the Old, 
like the Jews. For the Legislation and the Prophets and the Scriptures 
which are called the Bible by the Jews are not rejected by them as 
they are by those mentioned above. They are not at all mindful of other 
things but live according to the preaching of the Law as among the 
Jews: there is not fault to find with them apart from the fact that 
they have come to believe in Christ. 3. For they also accept the resur- 
rection of the dead and that everything has its origin in God. They 
proclaim one God and his Son Jesus Christ. 4. They have a good 
mastery of the Hebrew language. For the entire Law and the Prophets 
and what is called the Scriptures, I mention the poetical books, Kings, 
Chronicles and Esther and all the others are read in Hebrew by them 
as that is the case with the Jews of course. 5. Only in this respect 
they differ from the Jews and Christians: with the Jews they do not 
agree because of their belief in Christ, with the Christians because 
they are trained in the Law, in circumcision, the sabbath and the 
other things. 6. With regard to Christ I cannot say whether, misled 
by wickedness of the aforesaid followers of Cerinthus and Merinthus, 
they believe that he is a mere man or whether, in agreement with 
the truth, they emphatically declare that he was born of the Holy 
Spirit from Mary. 7. This heresy of the Nazoraeans exists in Beroea 
in the neighbourhood of Coele Syria and the Decapolis in the region 
of Pella and in Basanitis in the so-called Kokaba, Chochabe in Hebrew. 
8. For from there it took its beginning after the exodus from Jerusalem 
when all the disciples went to live in Pella because Christ had told 
them to leave Jerusalem and to go away since it would undergo a 
siege. Because of this advice they lived in Perea after having moved 
to that place, as I said. There the Nazoraean heresy had its beginning. 


91. The brevity of this exposition will also be sufficient for this 
heresy. For such people make a fine object to be refuted and are easy 
to catch, for they are rather Jews and nothing else. 2. However, 
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they are very much hated by the Jews. For not only the Jewish 
children cherish hate against them but the people also stand up in 
the morning, at noon and in the evening, three times a day and they 
pronounce curses and maledictions over them when they say their 
prayers in the synagogues. Three times a day they say: ““May God curse 
the Nazoraeans’. 3. For they are supposed to believe more than 
these because they proclaim as Jews that Jesus is the Christ which runs 
counter to those who still are Jews who did not accept Jesus. 4. They 
have the entire Gospel of Matthew in Hebrew. It is carefully preserved 
by them in Hebrew letters, as I wrote in the beginning. But I do not 
know whether they also have omitted the genealogies from Abraham 
to Christ. 


30 1 1-33 
1. Ebion from whom the Ebionites originated, is a successor of these 
_ and held the same convictions as these — a many-shaped monster 


and, so to say, assembling to the serpent-like figure of the legendary 
hydra with its many heads — and he stood up against life. Though 
belonging to the same school as these, he proclaimed and learned yet 
other things than they did. 2. For lke somebody can compose an 
ornament from different precious stones and a garment from different 
cloths and can adorn himself in a striking way, so contrarywise he 
borrowed from each heresy the whole horrible, pernicious and dis- 
gusting preaching, monstruous and untrustworthy full of jealousy, 
and he represented them all. 3. For from the Samaritans he took the 
monstruosity, from the Jews their name, from the Ossaeans, Nazo- 
raeans and Naziraeans their ideas, from the Cerinthians their appearance, 
from the Carpocratians their viciousness and from the Christians he 
only wishes to have their name, certainly not the works, insight, 
knowledge and religious ideas of the Gospels and Apostles. 4. Though 
he had contact with everyone, so to speak, he came to nothing but what 
is written is fulfilled in him: “I came into almost every evil in the 
midst of the Church and the Synagogue”. 5. For being a Samaritan 
he rejects this name because of its offensiveness and although calling 
himself a Jew he is an adversary of the Jews because actually he only 
agrees with them partially, as we — with God’s help — will show 
later in the exposition of his refutation. 

2.1. For this Ebion is a contemporary of their’s. Being one of them, 
he started from them. 2. First he stated that Christ was born of 
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human intercourse and the seed of a man, Joseph. As we have already 
said earlier, he favoured the same ideas as the others in everything, 
but he only disagreed in this respect that he adhered to the Law 
of Judaism with regard to the celebration of the sabbath, circumcision 
and all other things which are fulfilled by Jews and Samaritans. 3. And 
yet he does things more in the same way as the Samaritans than as 
the Jews. For he added that one had to be careful not to touch a 
heathen 4. and that one had to wash himself in water every day 
if one happened to have had intercourse with a woman and had left 
her, if there is sufficient seawater or other water. 5. But also if one 
meets somebody coming up from immersion in water and from washing, 
one returns to wash oneself in the same way again, several times and 
fully clothed. 6. At this moment he forbids virginity and chastity 
altogether among them as among the other heresies similar to this 
one. In the past they boasted of virginity because of James the brother 
of the Lord. (Therefore) they addressed their writings to elders and 
virgins. 7. Their origin goes back to the time after the capture of 
Jerusalem. For after all those who believed in Christ had generally 
come to live in Perea, in a city called Pella of the Decapolis of which 
it is written in the Gospel that it is situated in the neighbourhood 
of the region of Batanaea and Basanitis, Ebion’s preaching originated 
here after they had moved to this place and had lived there. 8. 
Initially he lived in some village called Kokabe not far from the region 
of Karnaim and Asteroth in the region of Basanitis; this is according 
to the contents of the information which has reached us. From there 
he began his vicious teaching, from the same place where the Nazoraeans 
originated, of whom I gave an account above. 9. For after they had 
jomed themselves with each other, everyone shared his own dirt 
with the other. They differ from each other in some respects, but on the 
other hand they imitate each other in viciousness. I have already spoken 
at length in a different context also concerning the other heresies about 
the topography of Kokabe and Arabia. 

3.1. At first this Ebion asserted, as I said, that Christ was from the 
seed of a man, Joseph. In the course of time and up to the present day 
his followers started to think differently about Christ, since they 
directed their attention to chaotic and impossible things. 2. I believe 
they soon got the same illusory ideas concerning Christ and the Holy 
Spirit as Elxaios, after the pseudo-prophet had joined them, I mention- 
ed this man earlier in connection with the so-called Sampsaeans, Ossa- 
eans and Elkesaites. 3. For some of them say that Christ is also Adam 
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1 Cf. Matth. 3,4 
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who was the first man created and into whom God’s breath was blown. 
4. But others among them say that he is from above and was created 
before all things, that he is a spirit and stands above the angels and is 
lord of all and that he is called Christ and has been chosen for all eter- 
nity. 5. He comes into the world when he wishes for he came into 
Adam and appeared to the patriarchs clothed with a body. He is the 
same who went to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and who came at the 
end of the times and clothed himself with the body of Adam and who 
appeared to men, was crucified, raised and returned on high. 6. Next, 
as they wish, they say: this is not true but the Spirit who is Christ 
came upon him and took the boy of him who is called Jesus. For great 
is the darkness among them since they suppose him to be sometimes 
this way and then again that way. 7. But they also accept the Gospel 
according to Matthew. For they too use only this like the followers 
of Cerinthus and Merinthus. They call it “according to the Hebrews” 
which name is correct since Matthew is the only one in the New Testa- 
ment who issued the Gospel and the proclamation in Hebrew and with 
Hebrew letters. 

13 1. I return to Ebion and I continue with him. Mentioning the 
Gospel of Matthew the argumentation obliged us to interrupt the 
order of the information which has reached us. 2. The Gospel which 
is called with them according to Matthew which is not complete but 
falsified and distorted, they call it the Hebrew Gospel, and in it can be 
found: ‘There was a man called Jesus, about thirty years old, who 
chose us. And he came to Caphernaum, he entered the house of Simon, 
also called Peter, and opened his mouth and said: 3. When I went 
by the sea of Tiberias I chose John and James, the sons of Zebedee, 
and Simon and Andrew and Thaddeaus and Simon the Zealot and 
Judas the Iscariot and you Matthew, who was sitting at the custom- 
house; I called and you followed me. I wish you to be twelve apostles 
for a testimony to Israel’. 4. And “It happened that John baptized 
and the Pharisees went out to him and were baptized and all Jerusalem. 
And John was dressed in a mantle of camel’s hair and a leather belt 
was round his waist. And his food was, it said, wild honey, of which 
the taste was that of manna, like cakes in olive oil”. 5. They say 
this to turn the word of truth into a lie and they say honey-cakes in- 
stead of locusts. 6. The beginning of the Gospel among them reads: 
“It happened in the days of Herod the king of Judea (at the time when 
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1 Cf. Matth. 3,13-17. 
2 Matth. 12,47-50. 
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Caiaphas was high priest) that a certain John came, baptizing the 
baptism of conversion in the river Jordan. Of him it is said that he 
was from the family of Aaron the priest, the son of Zacharias and Elisa- 
beth. And all went out tohim”. 7. And after much is said in the Gospel 
it continues: “After the people has been baptized Jesus also came and 
was baptized by John. And when he ascended from the water the 
heavens opened and he saw the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove des- 
cending and coming to him. And a voice from heaven said: “Thou art 
my beloved Son, in thee I am well pleased’’, and next: “This day I 
have generated thee’. And suddenly a great light shone about that place. 
When John saw it, they say, he said to him: “Who art thou Lord ?”’ 
And again a voice came from heaven which said to him: “This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”. 8. After this, it says, 
John fell down before him and said: “I pray thou, Lord, baptize thou 
me’’. But he withstood him and said: “Let it be, since so it is necessary 
that everything will be fulfilled’. 


14 1. See, their doctrine, falsified in every possible manner, how 
everything is mutilated and distorted and nowhere correct. 2. For 
Cerinthus and Carpocrates, apparently using the same Gospel as 
they, wish to prove from the beginning of the Gospel of Matthew 
with the help of the genealogies that Christ is from the seed of Joseph 
and from Mary. 3. These, however, have other plans. For they have 
removed the genealogies of Matthew and begin, as we said before, 
with the words: “It happened, they say, in the days of Herod the king 
of Judea when Caiaphas was high priest that a certain man called 
John, who baptized the baptism of conversion in the river Jordan”’, 
etc. 4. The reason for this is.that they insist that Jesus was really 
man, as J said, and that Christ came into being in him because he des- 
cended in the form of a dove, as we have also already found in other 
heresies. And Christ joined him and they like him to be Christ born 
from a man and a woman. 5. Further they deny that he is a man, 
apparently from the word that the Saviour spoke when he was told: 
“See thy mother and thy brothers stand outside’, viz. ““Who is my 
mother and who are my brothers’ ? And he stretched his hand over the 
disciples and said: “Those are my brothers and my mother and my 
sisters who do the will of my Father’. 6. Therefore taking many 
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shapes Ebion shows himself, as I said, full of deceit, as if he were being 
a monster, as has been made clear by me above. 

15 1. They also use some other books, the so-called Periodoz of 
Peter which were written by Clement but they corrupted the contents 
leaving not much that is true, 2. since Clement himself refutes them 
in everything in the circular letters which he wrote and which are 
read in the holy Churches showing that his belief and his preaching 
bear a character different from what had been corrupted by those who 
wrote in his name in the Periodot. He himself teaches the virginity 
and they do not accept it. He himself praises Elia, David, Samson 
and all the prophets who they detest. 3. In the Pertodoz they have 
changed everything in their own way saying false things about Peter 
in many places, for example that he washes himself every day to sanc- 
tify himself, something which they do. They also say that he abstains 
from animals and meat, as they do also, and from all other food which 
has been prepared from meat because Ebion himself and the Ebion- 
ites abstain from it altogether. 4. If you should ask one of them why 
they take nothing from animals, they answer, stupidly, because they 
have nothing else to say: We refuse it because it is the product of the 
intercourse of the mixing of bodies, so that they themselves being the 
product of the mixing of man and woman are abominable because 
of what is belched out by their mouths in a stupid way. 

16 1. Apartfrom their daily purifications they also accept the baptism. 
They apparently also have an annual celebration of the eucharist 
imitating the holy ones in the Church, with unleavened bread and the 
other part of the eucharist with water only. 2. They state that two 
classes were established by God, as I see, the one is Christ and the other 
is the devil. And they say that Christ received the portion of the coming 
age but that the devil has been entrusted with this age, under the 
pretence that the Almighty ordered this at the request of both of 
them. 3. And they say that for this reason Jesus was born of the seed 
of a man and was chosen and that he therefore was called Son of God 
according to the election because Christ descended upon him from 
above in the form of adove. 4. They do not say that he was born of 
God the Father but that he was created as one of the archangels (and 
even higher) and that he is Lord over the angels as also over everything 
the Almighty has created and that he came and stated, 5. as their 
Gospel mentioned above, shows: “I have come to abolish sacrifices 
and if you do not stop sacrificing the wrath will not cease from you”. 
Of such and such character are their cunning considerations. 6. They 
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1 Acts 21,39. 
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also mention other Acts of the Apostles in which is much that is full 
of impiety, from which it appears that they do not train themselves 
superficially against the truth. 7. In the Anabathmo of James they 
accept some “steps” and stories for example that he preaches against 
the temple and the sacrifices, against fire on the altar and they accept 
many other things full of empty talk. 8. Thus they are also not 
ashamed of some artificial allegations made up by the viciousness 
and deceit of their pseudo-apostles so that they bring a charge against 
Paul, saying that he is from Tarsus — as he himself openly says and 
does not deny — they declare that he is of Greek descend, taking as 
an argument the place, because of his own truthful remark: “I am from 
Tarsus, a citizen of a no mean city”. 9. Next they say that he is a 
Greek, the child of a Greek mother and a Greek father; that he went 
up to Jerusalem and stayed there for a time; that he desired to marry 
the daughter of a priest and therefore became a proselyte and that 
he had himself circumcised and that, since he could not receive such 
a girl as his wife, he became angry and wrote against circumcision, 
the sabbath and the legislation. 

17 1 But this double-eyed serpent, poor of understanding falsifies 
everywhere. For Ebion translated from the Hebrew into Greek means 
“poor’’. For he is really poor in understanding, in hope and in works 
who believes that Christ is a mere man, and acquired in this way with 
a poor faith this hope concerning him. 2. But they themselves are 
obviously proud of themselves saying that they are poor because 
they say, they sold their belongings in the time of the apostles and 
laid the money at the feet of the apostles and because they looked 
for poverty and the abolition of wordly goods. And, therefore, they ' 
say, everyone calls us poor ones. 3. Also in this respect they do not 
preach the truth; because he was poor by nature, he was called Ebion. 
According to the prophecy, as I believe, this poor and needy man was 
given his name by his father and mother. 4. How many other horrible 
and falsified matters full of wickedness are asserted by them? For 
if anyone of them falls into sickness or is bitten by a snake, he goes down 
into the water and calls upon the names which are mentioned in Elxai: 
heaven, earth, salt, water, winds, angels of mghteousness, as it says, 
and bread and olive oil, and then he begins with the words: “Help 
me and take away from me the pain!”. 5. I have already made it 
clear before that Ebion did not know anything about it, but that when 
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in the course of time his followers joined Elxai, they received from 
Ebion circumcision, the sabbath and the moral code, 6. but from 
Elxai the imagination, so that they suppose that Christ is a figure 
similar to men, invisible to men, with a length of 96 miles, that is 
24 schoenoi and a breadth of 6 schoenoi, 24 miles, and with a thickness 
of other dimensions. And he supposed also that the Holy Spirit stands 
over against him in the shape of a female being, invisible, and that 
she is of the same measurement. 7. And how, he says, did I know 
these sizes? Because, he says, I saw from the high mountains that 
their heads were of the same height and when I informed myself about 
the sizes of the mountain, I also knew the sizes of Christ and the Holy 
Spirit. 8. In the part about the heresy of the Ossaeans I have already 
spoken concerning them. I made this disgression myself in order that 
the doctrines available with each people and the heresy which is also 
found with others should not be supposed to be omitted by us because 
of forgetfulness. 

18 1. This Ebion himself preached also in Asia and Rome, but the 
roots of their thorny shoots are situated in Nabatea and Paneas 
for the most part, also in Moabitis and Kokabe and in the Basanitis, 
the country at the other side of the Adraa, but also in Cyprus. 2. 
Their young men, having attained the marriageable age, are given 
in marriage under coercion, on account of a decision of their teachers 
(for they have elders and archisynagogues, and they call their church 
a synagogue and not a Church and honour Christ in name only) 3. and 
not only are they allowed to enter in an alliance of marriage once 
but if somebody so wishes, they may permit him to dissolve his first 
marriage — for unscrupulously everything is permitted by them, 
even until a second, a third and a seventh marriage. 4. They accept 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses and Aaron and Joshua the son of Nun, 
exclusively as the successor of Moses, though he has actually no signif- 
icance. After these they do not accept any of the prophets, but they 
even curse and ridicule David and Salomon as they do also reject 
those among Isaiah and Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezechiel, Elia and Elisa. 
For they do not agree with them and they blaspheme their prophecies 
but they accept the Gospel only. 5. Christ they call the prophet 
of truth and “Christ, the Son of God” on account of his progress 
(in virtue) and the exaltation which descended upon him from above. 
They say that the prophets are prophets of reason and not of truth. 
6. They want him to be only a prophet and man and Son of God and 
Christ and mere man, as we said before ,who attained by a virtuous 
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life the right to be called Son of God. 7. But they also do not accept 
the entire Pentateuch of Moses; some passages they reject. If you 
should say to them concerning animal food: “‘How about the fact 
that Abraham put before the angels the calf and milk and that Noah 
was eating and heard God saying: sacrifice and eat, and that Isaac 
and Jacob offered food to God as Moses also did in the desert’’, he 
does not believe these things and says: 8. ‘““What need is there for me 
to read what is in the Law now that the Gospel has come ?”’ “But how 
do you know about Moses and Abraham? For I know that you agree 
that they are righteous and that you claim them to be your fathers 2”’ 
9. Then he answers and says: “‘Christ revealed it to me and he blas- 
phemes most of the legislation and the men with Samson, David, 
Klia, Samuel, Elisa and the others’. 

22 3. Next the Lord himself says: “‘I earnestly desired to eat this 
Passover with you’’. And he did not say Passover alone but this Pass- 
over lest somebody should adapt this saying to his own purpose by 
tricks. The Passover consists, as I said, of meat roasted in fire and the 
other things. 4. They, however, destroyed the true order and changed 
the passage ; that is clear to everyone because of the words that belong 
to each other and they made the disciples say: ““Where do you wish 
that we prepare the Passover to eat for you?” And they made him 
answer: ‘I do not earnestly desire to eat meat with you this Passover”’. 
5. How then will this deceit not be brought to light, since — the order 
of words being clear — the mu and the eta have been added? For 
instead of saying: “I earnestly desired’’, they added the word “not”. 
Actually he said: “TI earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you’’. 
They, however, added “meat’’ and deceived themselves recklessly 
speaking the words: “I did not desire earnestly to eat meat with you 
this Passover.”’ It is clearly demonstrated that he both celebrated 
Passover and ate meat, as I said before. 

23 1. They accept the names of the apostles hypocritically, trying 
to persuade those who have been deceived by them and they invent 
books in their names as if these were from the handsof James, Matthew 
and other disciples. 2. To these names they also add the name of 
John the apostle in order that their foolishness may come to light on all 
sides. For he does not only refute them at every place, saying: “In 
the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word 
was God”’, but he also expounds the testimonies of the holy prophets, 
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as appears from his Gospel, in which he starts with the Holy Spirit 
and in which he expounds the testimonies of the prophets from whom 
they had alienated themselves, while he correctly traced what was 
said by the Saviour with regard to every word which had been fulfilled 
in Christ, as I said. 


24 1. Next the holy John himself tells on an astonishing event which 
happened, when he preached in Asia, which 1s a lesson in truth. For, 
though he had an extraordinary admirable way of life which was in 
agreement with his office as an apostle he never washes himself entirely, 
but he was compelled by the Holy Spirit to go to the bath-house with 
the words: “Take the way to the bath-house before me’. 2. And to 
the astonishment of those with him he entered the bathingplace and 
when he came to the man who usually takes the clothes of those taking 
a bath he asked who was inside. 3. The guardian who permanently 
watches over the clothes (for in the gymnasia this job exists for some 
people to earn their daily living) said to the holy John that Ebion was 
inside. 4. Immediately John understood that he had been guided 
by the Holy Spirit and for what reason he had been summoned to go 
to the bath-house, viz., as I said, in order to leave behind for us this 
lesson in truth and memory: which are servants of Christ and apostles 
and children of truth and which belongs to the household of the 
wicked one and what are the gates of Hades in order to prevent the 
rock and the Holy Church of God which is built upon it, being over- 
powered. 5. Immediately he was frightened and started to wail and 
he said slowly so that everyone should hear the testimony of the 
proof of a spotless doctrine: “Make haste, brothers, let us go from here 
lest the bath-house fall down and bury us with Ebion who is in the 
bath-house because of his godlessness’. 6. And nobody need be 
astonished to hear that Ebion had been in touch with John. The blessed 
John has had a long life which lasted until the reign of Trajan. 7. But 
it 1s apparent to anyone that all apostles kept at a distance from the 
faith of Ebion and considered it to be alien to the character of their 
own preaching. 


26 1. Next they are proud of having circumcision and therefore 
they honour it as being the seal and the distinguishing mark of the 
patriarchs and the righteous ones who lived according to the Law and 
they believe in this way that they become equal to them. Also they wish 
to find support for this custom in Christ himself, like the Cerinthians. 
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Tal,,.2 mas yap cota KnpivOov ra Kara xnpivOov réyovta ; 2. Kijpwv8os 
yap mpdodatov Kai yuAdcv tov Xprorov A€yer avOpwrov, 6 dé ‘Iwavvys 
> \ 9 ‘\ , lA 
adel dvTa <ad>rTov Adyov Kexypuyxe ... 


1 Matth. 10, 25. 
2 I Tim. 1,7. 
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2. For they also say in their silly prattle: “It must be sufficient for a 
pupil to be like his master’’. “Christ, they say, was himself circumcised 
therefore you also have to be circumcised”. 

33 3. How can Ebion boast of circumcision, when idolators and the 
Egyptian priests also have the circumcision? Yes, even the Saracenes 
and the Ismaelites know circumcision and the Samaritans (and the 
Jews) and the Idumaeans and the Homerites. Most of those do not 
observe this because of the Law but because of some custom, which 
one does not longer understand. 


3121 


Valentine came after those who had been put before him, Basilides, 
Satornilus, Ebion, Cerinthus and Merinthus and those with them. 
For all these lived their vicious lives at the same time, but those with 
Cerinthus and Merinthus a little earlier, for they lived at the same 
time as those I mentioned before them. 


anacephalarosis t.3 
53 1-2 

1. The Sampsaeans and the Elkesaites. They still live in Arabia, 
in the region above the Dead Sea. They have been deceived by Elxai, 
a false prophet, of whose family even up to the present time there 


exist Marthous and Marthana, two women who are honoured by the 
heresy as goddesses. In everything they are similar to the Ebionites. 


5123 


Since here Ebion and Cerinthus and those with them preached 
that Christ was a mere man born of sexual intercourse. And I say 
in Asia. ... 


5136 


For they say that those things are not of John but of Cerinthus 
and that they are not worthy in the Church. 41. They are quickly 
refuted starting from their own point of view, since they do not under- 
stand what they say and are not sure about anything. 2. For how 
can that be of Cerinthus which was said against Cerinthus ? For Cerin- 
thus said that Christ was a mere man, born for the first time, but 
John preached him as the Word which had always been ... 
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51 6 7 (II, p. 255) 


evdev yap ot wept Kypwlov cai >EBiwva yudcv adtov avOpwiov 
Katréoxov Kai MipuGov nai KXedBuov cir’ odv KAedBovAov rat KAavédiov 
kat Andy cat “Eppoyevny ... 


517 3 (II, p. 257) 


d 4 b } 4 NA 4 9 , 1 ¢ A A > 
-+6 PACKWY ,,ETTELONTEP TOAAOL ETTEXELPNOAY,,) LVa TLVaS [EV ETTLXEL- 


pytas deiEn, dni S€é rods wept Kypivbov nai MypwOov kai rovs ddAous: 


51 10 4 (IL, p. 261) 


"Evéev yoiv 6 Aoukds pera ro Sinynoacba ra mpSra maAw éyer THs 
ev T@ SwoexaTw erer avnAGev eis ‘le Anp, Aeiibyn To 
, , ry povoaAnp, iva py Tapadein tomov 
Tots vopicacw avtov amAds avdpa Tédeov ev Koopw Tedyvevar Kal 
? A b Ud A A & ] Ul e , e e , e€ 4 
ets Tov Lopddvnv mpos tov *Iwdvynv yeévar, ws tmeAnddn ind Te 
KnpivOov nai ’EBiwvos cat rdv dddwv. 


53 1 1-9 (II, p. 314-316) 
1.1. Lappaiwy rwadv ev tH ITepaia, wepi dv ydyn ev rais addAas 
e +7 > 4 “A A 1 3 4 , og , 
aipéceow emreuvnoOnpev, Tov 67 Kal “HAxecaiwy cadoupévwv, atpeais 
Tis Umrapyes ev TH Ilepaia otrw Kadovpevyn ywpa wépav THs aduKis 
nto. vexpas Kadoupevns Oaddoons, év <tTe> 7H MwaBirids ywpa mrepi 
A Uf ? A \ 9 4 9 a 9 , A , 
TOV xeypappovv “Apvwv Kat emexewa ev TH Itovpaia cai NaBariri6., 
e \ »” Ul A 4 , e A t) ~ 
Ws Kat 4On pot ToAAAKLS TrEpt TOUTwWY SedHAWTAL. 2. o0bTOL yap avyovat 
tov ’Hi€atov atrav elvar diddcoxnadov, ere 5é Kai eis Seipo tod yéevous 
avtod vmapxovoas dvo yuvaikas, mpooxuvoupevas ws Deas d70ev dia 
A t) A 9 , t) , U4 A ~ Ul 
To elvas adtas €x oméppatos evAoynuevov. 3. Kéxypynvra dé 7H BiBAw 
ravTy Kat Oocator cai ’EBuwvator cal Nalwpaior, ws cat 7dn troAAdKes 
4 A & e a 9 9 ~ e ~ ” 
elov. gvces dé ovTor ot Lapiaio. €€ adris opp@vrar, ovre 
Xptotrvavol vmdpyovtes ovte Lovdaior ove * EXAnves, aAAa péaov amAds 
UmdpyovTes ovdeV eior. daci 5é Kai GAAo BiBAlov éxew “LeEai Aeyopevov 
adeAdot Tob "HXkat. 4. Geov dé Eva A€youar Kai d4Oev adrov céBovar 
Bamriopots Tiot ypwpevor: mpdooKevtat 5é€ “[ovdaiois odK év amacw. 
améxovrar d€ Kal éuibdywv tives €€ adtadv. 5. brepatrofyvycKovar dé 
Tov ex yévous tot *HAgal. Kai &v pev TH ypovw TovtTw AKynKdew 
ore TEOVnKEVY 4 pla yuvyn % Mapbois Kadovpevn, emewe Sé Kal ere 
viv MapOdva, ef pi) cai adr réOvnxev. 6. et mote dé eEodov efyov 
ai rovadrat mot BadiLovaa, avveopevot ot 6xAoL adtadv tov yodv rdv 


1 Luke, 1,1. 
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5167 


For therefore those around Cerinthus and Ebion mistook him for 
a mere man, as also those around Merinthus, Cleobios, or Cleobulos, 
Claudius, Demas and Hermogenes ... 


5173 


.. saying: “since many have undertaken’’ in order to show some 
of those undertakers, I mean those around Cerinthus, Mennthus and 
the others. 


51 10 4 


Therefore Luke, after having written about the beginning, says how 
he came to Jerusalem when he was twelve years old so that there is 
no room left for those who believed that he only appeared as a perfect 
man in the world and came to John at the river Jordan, as is accepted 
by Cerinthus, Ebion and the others. 


53 1 1-9 


1. In Perea a heresy exists of men who are named Sampsaeans whom 
we mentioned already in connection with other heresies; they are 
also called Elkesaites. This heresy is found in the so-called country 
of Perea at the other side of the so-called Dead Sea and in the region 
of Moabitis at the river Arnon and on the other side of it in Iturea and 
Nabatitis, as I have made clear concerning them several times. 2. For 
these are proud to have Elxaios as their teacher. Up to the present 
day there are two women of his family who are worshipped as goddesses 
because they originated from his famous seed. 3. That book was 
also in use by the Ossaeans, Ebionites and Nazoraeans as I have 
already often said. With regard to their character these Sampsaeans 
start with that book. They are neither Christians, nor Jews nor Greeks 
keeping to the middle way they are actually nothing. They say also 
they possess another book, Iexai, called after Elxai’s brother. 4. They 
say that God is one and they honour him. They make use of some 
baptisms. Not in all respects do they belong to the Jews, for some of 
them refuse to eat animal meat. 5. They die for the members of the 
family of Elxai. In this time we heard that one of the women, called 
Marthous, died; Marthana, however, is living up to the present day 
unless she also has died. 6. When these women happened to go outside 
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~ @ a ~ Va 
Toda@v AapBadvovtes idcews Evexev O70ev Kal Tov ciehov THY TTVAUATwWV 
e ~ td A 
WoavTws peydAws eumrarCopevor €xp@vro ev dudaxrnpiors Te Kat TEpiaTr- 
~ ~ 4 
Tos. 7doa yap TAdvn éoxe Tp@TOV THY TUdAWOLY, ETELTA THY KEvOdw- 
a ~ 4 
viav. 7. Kal ovre mpodrras SéxovTat of roLvobrot OvTE amrooTdAoUs, Ta 
3 a a A “a 
mdvra O€ Tap avTots HrdTHTAL. TETiLNTAL dé AVTOIS TO VOWP Kal TODTO 
e A A e ~ Ye a bs 4 A 9 4 8 
ws Deov Hyotivra, oxedov ddoKovtes elvar rHv Cw é€x Tovrov. : 
A ~ > 
Apworov Sé dvdpate opodoyosbat, Kriopa avrov Hyovpevor Kal del TroTE 
, 4 ~ 4 o 9 A 9 a 3 a 9 4 
dawopevov. kal mpa@rov pev tremAdoba adrov ev TH "Addp, exdvecBar 
4 4 ~ a 3 
dé avdrov To o@pa tot *Adap Kai mad éevdvecPa, Gre BovAera. Y. 
Karetobar 5€ adrov Xprorov Kai elvar To dytov mvedua adeApny adrod 
OnAvK@ oxtpare badpxyovoay, evevyKovta €€ priwy To vibos ExaoToV 
~ w” ~ 
avtav éxov. tov Te Xpiorov Kal TO veda TO ayiov, Kal TO TAaTOS 
9 4 A. AA 4 DY 0 oo * 
eikoo.Tecodpwv, Kat moAAa Anpwon Erepa *. 


69 23 1-2 (III, p. 172) 


23.1. Aid Kai 6 *Iwavvys éAOwv 6 paxdpios Kal edpwv Tovs avOpuwrrous 
? r a A A Ul ~ , A ~ A "Ee, 
HoKoANMEvous TrEepi THY KaTw Xpiotrod trapovoiay, [Kat] tov pev ’EPiw- 
ld , A A 4 a a > 3 A 
vaiwy mAavnbevrwy dia. THY EvoapKov Xpiotod yeveadoyiav aro "ABpadp 
e A a , A ~ > 4 »” a 
<tm0 Marbaiov> xatayouevny cat AovKd avayouevnv axpe tod 
"Adap, etpwv re rovs Knpwtavods cai Mynpwitavods éx raparpiBijs 
9 A , A ” ‘ A 4 , 9» 
avrov Adyovras elvar yurov avOpwrov Kat Tovs Nalwpaiovs cat addAas 
4} e + e a ? A 4 A Km b) 
moAAds aipéces, 2. Ws xatomv eAOwy [réraptos yap odtos evayye- 
Nilerar] dpyeras avaxareiobar ws eimety Tovs mAavnbevras Kat HoxoAn- 
pévous trept THY KaTw XpioTod trapovoiay Kal A€yew avdrots Ws KaTOTL 
Baivwv Kai par twas eis tpaxeias dd0vs KexAtKoTas Kai afevras THY 
b) a ‘ > , e 5] a a 4 a 4 e A 
evOeiay Kai aAnOiyv, ws etmeiv: rot pepecbe ; rot Badilere ot THV 
aA ea ‘ a A b Ul 4 4 
Tpaxyetay ddov Kal oxavdardwdn Kai eis yaopa pépovoay Padilovtes ; 
dvakdapipare. 
78 7 7 (III, p. 457) 
gaye pev odv mpwrdToKov Tov "IdkwBov tov émdAnbevra *QBXiav, 
e , a A a b , aA A »” 
éppnvevdpevov telxyos, Kat Sikavov emixdAnBevra, Nalipaiov dé ovra, 
OmrEep Epunveverar ayios. 


AMBROSIASTER 


comm. in ep. ad Gal., ed. MPL 17 
ca. 375 


prol. (c. 357B) 


Omnis credens in Christum, et observans legem factorum, male 
intelligit Christum: sicut et Symmachiani, qui ex Pharisaeis originem 
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and went for a journey the crowds followed them and collected the 
dust of their feet in order to perform healings and also they practised 
deceit in a gross way with their spittle and used this in amulets and 
charms. For every error begins with blindness and continues with 
silly prattle. 7. They do not accept prophets, or apostles and every- 
thing is presented by them in a deceitful way. Water, however, is 
honoured by them and they consider it to be God, saying, I believe that 
from water life was derived. 8. They confess Christ in name believing 
that he was created and that he appears time and again. He was formed 
for the first time in Adam and he puts off the body of Adam and 
assumes it again whenever he wished. 9. He is called Christ and the 
Holy Spirit who is a female being, is his sister. Both of them, Christ 
and the Holy Spirit, were 96 miles in height and their breadth was 24 
miles, and much other silly prattle. 


69 23 


Therefore, when the blessed John came and found that the people 
were preoccupied with the coming of Christ from on high and while 
the Ebionites erred because of the earthly genealogy of Christ which 
comes down from Abraham in Matthew and goes up to Adam in Luke, 
when he found, then, the Cerinthians and Merinthians saying that he 
was a mere man born of sexual intercourse and the Nazoraeans and 
many other heresies, when he came, then, as the last one (for he was 
the fourth to write a Gospel), some began to invite him to speak to 
erring ones and to those preoccupied with the coming of Christ from 
on high and to say to them, he being the last one to come and seeing 
some people had turned to rough paths and had said farewell to the 
straight and true path: Whither do you go? Whither do you proceed, 
who are proceeding on the rough and scandalous way which leads 
to the pit ? Turn back. 


7877 


He possessed a first-born son, James, also named Oblias, which 
means “‘wall’’ and was also named the righteous one, being a Naziraean, 
which means “holy one”’. 


AMBROSIASTER 
comm. in ep. ad Gal. 
prol. 


Everyone who believes in Christ and observes the Law of works 
has understood Christ badly, like the Symmachians also who deduce 
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trahunt, qui servata omni lege, Christianos se dicunt, more Photini 
Christum non Deum et hominem, sed hominem tantummodo definien- 
tes. 


GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS 

orationes, ed. MPG 35 
ca. 380 
XXV 8 (c. 1208C) 

9 @ a ” 3 A a e * e * , A 

Hy ore yadjvnv etyowev amo trav aipécewv, Hvika Lipwves pev, 
kat Mapxiwves, Ovadevrivoi ré twes, kai BaotAciia, cai Képdwves, 
Kyipw6ot re cai Kaproxpdres, kat maoa % mept éexeivous dAvapia re 
Kal Tepateia, emt mAcioTov Tov TaV GAwy Deov TeEpovTes, Kal wep 
700 "Ayabot 7@ Anpuovpy@ modreunoavres, Emerta KatemoOnoay TH 
e a a A aA aA , 4 ” 
€avt@v Bvb@ Kat TH avy wapadobevres, wWomep Hv akuov. 


AMBROSE 


de fide, ed. Faller, in: CSEL 78 
379/380 
V 8, 105 (p. 255) 


Nam filius dei est contra Hebionem filius David est contra Manichae- 
os, filius dei est contra Fotinum, filius David est contra Marcionem, 
filius dei est contra Paulum Samosatenum... 


DIDYMUS THE BLIND 


comm. in Psalm., ed. Gronewald, in: Papyr. Texte u. Abhandl. 8 
398 


p. 184, 9-10 
Tov Mad@aiov Soxet év tr kata Aovedy Aeviv dvopdlew. ovK éoriw 


d5€ adres ,aAda 6 Karaoralbeis avrt Tob "Jovda 6 Maf@ias nai 6 Aevis 
els Sucdvupoe elow. ev 7@ Kal” ‘EBpaiouvs evayyeXiw totro daiverat. 


JEROME 


epist., ed. Labourt, Budé I-VITI 


20 5 (I, p. 83) 
383 

Denique Matheus qui euangelium hebraeo sermone conscripsit ita 
posuit: “osianna barrama”’, id est “ossana in excelsis”. ...1. 


1 Matth. 21,9 and Mark. 11,10. 
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their origin from the Pharisees who, observing the entire Law, call 
themselves Christians, declaring Christ to be not God and man but only 
man, in the way of Photinus. 


GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS 
orationes 


XXV 8 


There are periods that we have rest from the side of the heresies, 
at the time when the Simonites, the Marcionites, the Valentinians, 
the Basilidians, the Cerdonians, the Cerinthians, the Carpocratians 
with all their foolishness and talk about marvels, were dividing the 
God of All and fought against the Demiurge for the sake of “Goodness’’, 
and they thereupon were swallowed up by their own “Death” and 
handed over to the “‘Silence”’ as they deserved ... 


AMBROSE 
de fide 
V 8, 105 


For the Son of God is against Hebion, the Son of David is against 
the Manichaeans, the Son of God is against Photinus, the Son of David 
against Marcion, the Son of God against Paul of Samosata ... 


DYDIMUS THE BLIND 


comm. in psalm. 


It seems that Matthew is named Levi in the Gospel according to 
Luke. But they are not the same, but Mathias who replaced Judas 
and Levi are the same with a double name. This appears from the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews. 


JEROME 
epist. 


20 5 


Finally Matthew, who wrote the Gospel in the Hebrew language, 
put in it the following way: ‘“‘Osianna barrama”’, which means: “ossana 
in excelsis ...”’. 
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87 11 (III, p. 71) 
395 /396 


Aquila autem, proselytus et contentiosus interpres, qui non solum 
uerba, sed etymologias uerborum transferre conatus est, iure proicitur 
a nobis. 


112 13 (VI, p. 31-32) 
404 


Haec ergo summa est quaestionis, immo sententiae tuae: ut post 
EKuangelium Christi, bene faciant credentes Iudaei, si Legis mandata 
custodiant, hoc est, si sacrificia offerant, quae obtulit Paulus, si filios 
circumcidant, si sabbatum seruent, ut Paulus, in Timotheo et omnes 
obseruauere Iudaei. 8i hoc uerum est, in Cerinthi et Hebionis heresim 
delabimur, qui credentes in Christo propter hoc solum a parentibus 
anathematizati sunt, quod Legis caerimonias Christi Euangelio miscue- 
runt; et sic noua confessi sunt, ut uetera non ammitterent. Quid dicam 
de Hebionitis, qui Christianos esse se simulant ? Usque hodie per totas 
Orientis synagogas inter Iudaeos haeresis est, quae dicitur Minaeorum, 
et a Pharisaeis huc usque damnatur: quos uulgo Nazaraeos nuncupant, 
qui credunt in Christum, Filiium Dei, natum de Maria uirgine, et eum 
dicunt esse, qui sub Pontio Pilato passus est, et resurrexit, in quem 
et nos credimus: sed dum uolunt et Iudaei esse et Christiani, nec 
Iudaei sunt, nec Christiani. 


112 16 (VI, p. 36) 


Hoc nec bonum, nec malum est: siue enim feceris, siue non feceris, 
nec iustitiam habebis, nec iniustitiam. Obseruare autem Legis caeri- 
monias, non potest esse indifferens: sed aut bonum est, aut malum 
est. Tu dicis bonum, ego adsero malum: et malum non solum his qui 
ex gentibus; sed et his qui ex Iudaico populo crediderunt. in hoc, 
ni fallor, loco, dum aliud uitas, in aliud deuolueris. Dum enim metuis 
Porphyrium blasphemantem, in Hebionis incurris laqueos his, qui 
credunt ex Iudaeis, obseruandam Legem esse decernens. Et quia 
periculosum intellegis esse quod dicis, rursum illud superfluis uerbis 
temperare conaris, “‘sine ulla salutis necessitate: sicut Iudaei cele- 
branda putabant, aut fallaci simulatione, quod in Petro reprehenderat”’. 
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57 11 


But we are right to reject Aquila, the proselyte and controversial 
translator, who has tried to translate not words only but also their 
etymologies. 


112 13 


Therefore this is the main point of the question, anyway in your 
opinion, that the believing Jews after the coming of the Gospel of 
Christ to well if they keep the instructions of the Law which means 
if they offer sacrifices, which Paul offered, if they circumcise their 
children, if they keep the Sabbath, like Paul and Timothy, and all 
the Jews observe. If this is true, we shall fall into the heresy of Cerin- 
thus and Hebion, who believe in Christ and for this only have been 
anathematized by the fathers, because they mixed the ceremonies of 
the Law with the Gospel of Christ and in this way they confessed new 
things while they did not cut loose from the old. What shall I say of 
the Ebionites who claim to be Christians? Until now a heresy is to be 
found in all parts of the East where Jews have their synagogues; it is 
called ‘“‘of the Minaeans’”’ and cursed by the Pharisees up to now. 
Usually they are named Nazoraeans. They believe in Christ, the Son 
of God born of Mary the virgin, and they say about him that he suffered 
and rose again under Pontius Pilate, in whom also we believe, but since 
they want to be both Jews and Christians, they are neither Jews nor 
Christians. 


112 16 
This is neither good nor bad — for whether you should do it or not, 
you have no righteousness or unrighteousness —; it can, however, 


not be indifferent whether you observe the ceremonies of the Law, 
for it is good or bad. You say that it is good; I maintain that it is 
bad, and bad not only for those who are of the Gentiles but also for 
those among the Jewish people who believe. At this point if I am not 
mistaken while you avoid the one, you arrive at the other. For since 
you are affraid of the blaspheming Porphyrius, you run into the snares 
of Hebion who decides for them who believe among the Jews, that 
the Law has to be observed. And because you understand that what 
you say 1s dangerous, you try to mitigate it again with superfluous 
words: “without any necessity for salvation, as the Jews thought that 
they have to be celebrated, or without any false pretext, which he had 
blamed in Peter’’. 
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120 8 (VI, p. 139) 
407 


In euangelio autem quod Hebraicis litteris scriptum est, legimus, 
non uelum templi scissum; sed superliminare templi mirae magnitu- 
dinis conruisse. 


125 12 (VII, p. 124) 
after 407 


Ad quam edomandam, cuidam fratri, qui ex Hebraeis crediderat, 
me in disciplinam dedi, ... 


adv. Luc., ed. MPL 23 
ca. 382 


23 (c. 187A/B) 


Ad eos venio haereticos, qui Evangelia laniaverunt. Saturninum 
quemdam, et Ophitas, et Cainaeos, et Sethoitas, et Carpocratem, et 
Cerinthum, et hujus successorem Ebionem, et caeteras pestes, quorum 
plurimi vivente adhuc Joanne apostolo eruperunt, et tamen nullum 
eorum legimus rebaptizatum. 


26 (c. 189C-190A) 


Diaconus eras, et Ebionis baptisma comprobabas ...1 Non servo 
unius tori castitatem, talis eram quando conceptus es: cum Ario adul- 
teria committo, feci et antea cum Praxea, cum Ebione, cum Cerintho, 
Novato: hos amplexaris, hos in matris tuae domum jam adulteros 
recipis. Nescio quid te unus adulter offendat. 


de perp. virg. adv. Helvidiam, ed. MPL 23 
ca. 383 


17 (co. 211B-212A) 


Nunquid non possum tibi totam veterum scriptorum seriem commo- 
vere: Ignatium, Polycarpum, Irenaeum, Justinum martyrem, multosque 
alios apostolicos et eloquentes viros, qui adversus Ebionem, et Theodo- 
tum Byzantium, Valentinum, haec eadem sententientes, plena sapien- 
tae volumina conscripserunt ? 


1 Soil. Hilarius. 
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120 8 


But in the gospel which is written in Hebrew letters we read that not 
the curtain of the temple but the upper-treshold of the temple, being 
of marvellous size, fell down. 


125 12 1 


... to subdue (scil. the turbulence of my heart) I entrusted myself 
to be taught by a believing brother who had been a Jew. 


adv. Luc. 
23 


I come to those heretics who tear up the Gospels, a certain Saturninus, 
the Ophites, the Cainites, the Sethians, Carpocrates, Cerinthus and 
his successor Ebion and the other pests, most of whom broke out while 
the apostle John was still alive, and yet we do not read that any of 
these men were re-baptized. 


26 


You were a deacon and acknowledged Ebion’s baptism. ... I do 
not keep one marriage bed undefiled, but I was the same as when 
you were conceived: if I commit adultery with Arius, I did the same 
before with Praxeas, Ebion, Cerinthus and Novatus. You think much 
of them and welcome them in your mother’s house, adulterers as 
they are. I do not know why one adulterer offends you more than others. 


de perp. virg. adv. Heluidiam 
17 


Can I possibly not array against you the whole series of ancient writ- 
ers? Ignatius, Polycarp, Irenaeus, Justin Martyr and many other 
apostolic and eloquent men who against Ebion, Theodotion of Byzan- 
tius and Valentinus hold these same views and write volumes full 
of wisdom. 
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an Gal. ed. MPL 26 
386 /387 


1,1 (c. 336D) 


Verum non talis! apostolus Paulus, qui neque ab hominibus, neque 
per hominem, sed a Deo Patre per Jesum Christum missus est. Ex quo 
approbatur, Ebionis et Photini etiam hinc haeresis retudenda, quod 
Dominus noster Jesus Christus, Deus sit: dum Apostolus quia a 
Christo ad praedicationem Evangelii missus est, negat se missum 
esse ab homine. 


1,1 (c. 337A) 

Atque ita Ecclesiae fides inter tanta falsorum dogmatum naufragia 
constituta, si Christum fateatur hominem, Ebion Photinusque subre- 
punt: si Deum esse contenderit, Manichaeus, et Marcion, novelli dogmatis 
auctor, ebulliunt. In commune itaque audiant, Christum et Deum esse 
et hominem. 


1,11-12 (c. 346C) 


“Notum enim vobis facio, fratres, Evangelium quod evangelizatum 
est a me: quia non est secundum hominem, neque enim ego ab homine 
accepi illud, neque didici; sed per revelationem Jesu Christi’’.2 Et hoc 
loco Ebionis et Photini dogma conteritur, quod Deus sit Christus, 
en non tantum homo. Si enim Evangelium Pauli non est secundum 
hominem, neque ab homine accepit illud, aut didicit, sed per revela- 
tionem Jesu Christi; non est utique homo Jesus Christus, qui Paulo 
Evangelium revelavit. 


3,13-14 (c. 387B) 

Porro Adama YT “terra” sive “humus” lingua Hebraea appel- 
latur. In eo autem loco ubi Aquila et Theodotio similiter transtulerunt 
dicentes: “‘Quia maledicit Dei est suspensus’’,3 in Hebraeo ita ponitur 
KI KLALATH ELOIM THALUI. Haec verba Ebion ille haeresiarches 
semi-Christianus, et semi-Judaeus ita interpretatus est o7u wBpis 
Ocot 6 Kpepdpuevos, id est, “quia injuria Dei est suspensus’. 


5,3 (c. 423B) 


Coarctabimus itaque Ebionem, et sectatores ejus, qui post Evange- 
lium credentes in Christo circumcidendos putant, ut aut circumcisionem 
1 Scil. Pseudo-Apostles of II Cor. 11,13. 


2 Gal. 1,11-12. 
8 Gal. 3,13, cf. Deut. 21,23. 
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an Gal. 
1,1 


But Paul who has not been sent by men neither through men but 
by God the Father through Jesus Christ, is not such an apostle. By 
this it is shown — by this the heresy of Ebion and Photinus has to be 
rejected — that our Lord Jesus Christ is God: since the Apostle denies 
that he has been sent by a man because he has been sent by Christ 
to preach the Gospel. 


And after the faith of the Church has thus been established among 
so many wrecks of false doctrines, if it confesses Christ as man, Ebion 
and Photinus creep inside; if it declares that He is God, Mani and 
Marcion, the originator of a new doctrine buble up. Let them, all at 
the same time, therefore hear that Christ is at the same time both 
God and man. 


1,11-12 


“TI make known to you, brothers, the gospel which has been preached 
by me: because it is not according to men, for neither have I accepted 
it from man, neither did I learn it, but through a revelation of Jesus 
Christ”. And by this passage the dogma of Ebion and Photinus is 
smashed up because Christ is God and not only man. For if the Gospel 
of Paul is not according to man, and neither did he accept it from man 
or learn it but through a revelation of Jesus Christ, then it is (in any 
case not a man) Jesus Christ who revealed the Gospel to Paul. 

3,13-14 

Then the word Adama means “earth” or “soil” in the Hebrew 
language. In that passage, however, where Aquila and Theodotion 
translated similarly, saying: “Because the curse of God has been 
hanged’’, in Hebrew it is put in this way KI KLALATH ELOIM 
THALUI. These words have been translated by Ebion that archeretic, 
half-Christian and half-Jew in this way ort uBpis Oeod 6 Kpepdpevos, 
which means “Because the unrighteousness of God has been hanged’’. 


5,3 


Therefore we shall oblige Ebion and the members of his sect, who 
after the coming of the Gospel think that those who believe in Christ 
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faciant, et caetera quae preacipiuntur in lege; aut si impossibile est 
cuncta fieri, cesset et circumcisio, quae cum caeteris quasi inutilis 
praetermissa est. 


in Eph., ed. MPL 26 
386/387 


4,10 (c. 531C) 


Hic locus adversum Ebionem, et Photinum, vel maxime facit. Si 
enim ipse est ascendens in coelos, qui de coelis ante descenderat, 
quomodo Dominus noster Jesus Christus non ante Mariam est, sed 
post Mariam ? 


B,4 (c. 552C/D) 


... ut in Hebraico quoque Evangelio legimus, Dominum ad discipulos 
loquentem: “Et nunquam’’, inquit, “laeti sitis, nisi cum fratrem ves- 
trum videritis in charitate”’. 


in Tit., ed. MPL 26 
386/387 


3,10-11 (c. 633A) 


Superfluum est ire per singula, et Marcionem, Valentinum, Apellem, 
Ebionem, Montanum, et Manichaeum cum suis enumerare dogmatibus: 
cum perfacile sit unicuique cognoscere quibus singuli ducantur errori- 
bus. 


de situ et nom. loc hebr. liber, ed. de Lagarde 
390 


112 (p. 146) 


Choba ad laeuam partem Damasci. est autem et uilla Chobaa in 
lisdem regionibus, habens adcolas Hebraeos, qui credentes in Christum 
omnia legis praecepta custodiunt, et a principe haereseos *EBiwviras 
nuncupantur. contra istius modi dogmata Paulus apostolus scribit 
ad Galatas. 


143 (p. 175) 


Nazareth, unde et dominus noster saluator Nazaraeus uocatus est. 
sed et nos apud ueteres quasi pro obprobrio Nazaraei dicebamur quos 
have to be circumcised, to submit to circumcision and the other things 
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which have been dictated in the Law or if it is impossible to do every- 
thing, in that case also circumcision must be left aside which has been 
omitted whit the rest as being unnecessary. 


on Eph. 
4,10 

This passage speaks very well against Ebion and Photinus. For 
if he who ascended into heaven is the one who first descended from 


heaven, how can our Lord Jesus Christ be not before Mary, but after 
Mary ? 


5,4 
... a8 we also read in the Hebrew Gospel that the Lord said to the 


disciples: “And never rejoice’, he said, ‘unless when you look at your 
brother in love’’. 


on Trt. 
3,10-11 

It is superfluous to go into details, to sum up Marcion, Valentinus, 
Apelles, Ebion, Montanus and Mani with their dogmas: because it is 


very easy for everyone to know into which errors each of them is 
lead astray. 


de situ et nom. loc. hebr. laber 


112 


Choba left from Damascus. There is however also a village Chobaa 
in the same region with Hebrew inhabitants who believe in Christ 
and keep all the commandments of the Law and from the beginning 
these heretics are called Ebionites. Abgainst dogmas of that kind Paul 
wrote to the Galatians. 


143 


Nazareth, after which our Lord the Saviour was called Nazaraeus. 
But also we who are now called christians were called Nazoraeans 
nunc christianos uocant. est autem usque hodie in Galilaea uiculus 
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contra Legionem, in quinto decimo eius milliario, ad occidentalem 
plagam iuxta montem Thabor nomine Nazara. 


an Micha, ed. Adriaen, in: CC (Ser. Lat.) LX XVI 
ca. 39] 


7,5-7 (p. 513) 


Et nurus consurgit aduersus socrum suam, quod iuxta tropologiam 
intellectu uidetur difficile, sed qui legerit Canticum canticorum, et 
sponsum animae, Dei sermonem intellexerit, credideritque euangelio, 
quod secundum Hebraeos editum nuper transtulimus, in quo ex 
persona Saluatoris dicitur: ““Modo tulit me mater mea, sanctus Spiritus 
in uno capillorum meorum’’, non dubitabit dicere, sermonem Dei ortum 
esse de spiritu et animam, quae sponsa sermonis est, habere socrum 
sanctum Spiritum, qui apud Hebraeos genere dicitur feminino rua. 


an Hab., ed. Adriaen, in: CC (Ser. Lat.) LXXVIA 
ca. 391 


3,10-13 (p. 641) 


Theodotio autem uere quasi pauper et Ebionita, sed et Symmachus 
elusdem dogmatis, pauperem sensum secuti, Iudaice transtulerunt: 
““Egressus es in salutem populi tui, ut saluares Christum tuum”’, et: 
““Egressus es saluare populum tuum, saluare Christum tuum”’.1 Rem 
incredibilem dicturus sum, sed tamen ueram. Isti semichristiani 
Judaice transtulerunt, et Iudaeus Aquila interpretatus est, ut Chris- 
tianus, 


de vir. ul. ed. Bernoulli, in: Sammlung ausgewdhlter kirchen- und 
dogmengesch. Quellenschriften 11 


392 
IT (p. 7-8) 

Hic est de quo et apostolus Paulus scribit ad Galatas: Ahum autem 
apostolorum uidi neminem nisi Jacobum fratrem Domini ;? et aposto- 
lorum crebrius super hoc acta testantur, et euangelium quoque quod 
appellatur secundum Hebreos et a me nuper in graecum sermonem 
latinumque translatum est, quo et Adamantius saepe utitur, post 
resurrectionem Saluatoris refert: Dominus autem cum dedisset, sin- 


1 Hab. 3,13. 
2 Gal. 2,19. 
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with the ancient ones as if it were a nickname. But also up to now there 
is a village in Galilee over against Legio, being a distant of fifteen miles, 
to the West, next to the Mount Thabor, with the name Nazara. 


an Micha 
7,6 


And the daughter in law raises against her mother in law which, 
taken metaphorically, seems difficult to understand but who should 
read the Song of Songs and should understand the spouse of the soul, 
the word of God, and should believe the Gospel which is edited accord- 
ing to the Hebrews and which we translated not long ago, in which 
it is said of the person of the Saviour: “My mother the Holy Spint 
just took me by one of my hairs’, will not hesitate to say that the 
word of God originated from the spirit and that the soul which is 
the spouse of the word has a mother in law the Holy Spirit, which has 
in the Hebrew the feminine gender, called rua. 


an Hab. 
3,10-13 


Theodotion, however, as being poor and an Ebionite, but also 
Symmachus of the same dogma, following a poor reasoning, translate 
in a Jewish way: “You went out for the salvation of your people in 
order to save your Christ”, and “You went out to save your people, 
to save your Christ’’. I shall say an incredible thing but it is never- 
theless true. Those semi-Christians translated in a Jewish way and 
the Jew Aquila interpreted as a Christian. 


de vir. all. 


II 


This is that about which the apostle Paul also writes to the Galatians: 
“But another of the apostles I did not see apart from James, the brother 
of the Lord’’; and the Acts of the Apostles repeatedly mention this 
and also the Gospel which is called according to the Hebrews and 
which I have recently translated into Greek and Latin of which also 
Origen often makes use, says after the account of the resurrection of 
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donem seruo sacerdotis, iit ad Iacobum et apparuit ei (iurauerat 
enim Iacobus se non comesurum panem ab illa hora qua biberat calicem 
Domini, donec uideret eum resurgentem a dormientibus) rursumque 
post paululum: Adferte, ait Dominus, mensam et panem. Statimque 
additur: Tulit panem et benedixit et fregit et dedit Iacobo Iusto et 
dixit ei: Frater mi, comede panem tuum, quia resurrexit Filius hominis 
a dormientibus. 


ITI (p. 8-9) 

Mattheus qui et Leui, ex publicano apostolus, primus in [udea 
propter eos qui ex circumcisione crediderunt euangelium Christi 
hebreis litteris uerbisque conposuit; quod quis postea in graecum 
transtulerit, non satis certum est. Porro ipsum hebraicum habetur 
usque hodie in Caesariensi bibliotheca, quam Pamphilius martyr studio- 
sissime confecit. Mihi quoque a Nazareis qui in Veria,! urbe Syriae 
hoc uolumine utuntur, describendi facultas fuit. In quo animaduerten- 
dum quod ubicumque euangelista siue ex persona sua siue ex Domini 
Saluatoris ueteris scripturae testimoniis abutitur, non sequitur septua- 
ginta translatorum auctoritatem, sed hebraicam. E quibus illa duo 
sunt: Ex Aegypto uocaui filium meum,? et: Quoniam Nazareus uocabi- 
tur.’ 


TX (p. 12-13) 

Iohannes apostolus, quem Iesus amabat plurimum, filius Zebedei 
et frater Iacobi apostoli, quem Herodes post passionem Domini decol- 
lauerat, nouissimus omnium scripsit euangelium, rogatus ab Asiae 
episcopis, aduersus Cerinthum aliosque haereticos et maxime tunc 
Ebionitarum dogma consurgens, qui adserunt Christum ante Mariam 
non fuisse. Vnde etiam conpulsus est, et diuinam elus natiuitatem edi- 
cere. 


XVI (p. 17-18) 


Cumque nauigans Smyrnam uenisset,4 ubi Polycarpus, auditor 
Iohannis, episcopus erat, scripsit unam epistulam ad Ephesios, alteram 
ad Magnesianos, tertiam ad Trallenses, quartam ad Romanos, et inde 


1 Mss: ueria, byria, berisa. 
2 Matth. 2,15 

2 Matth. 2,23 

4 Ignatius. 
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the Lord: “But the Lord after he had given his linen cloth to the servant 
of the priest went to James and appeared to him (for James had sworn 
that he would not eat bread from the hour in which he drank the cup 
of the Lord until he had seen him rising again from those who sleep), 
and again, a little later, it says: “Bring the table and bread, said the 
Lord. And immediately it is added: “He brought bread and blessed 
and brake it and gave it to James the Just and said to him: My brother 
eat thy bread for the Son of Man is risen from those who sleep”’. 


- Il 


Matthew, also called Levi, an apostle after having been a publican, 
was the first to compose a gospel of Christ in Judea in Hebrew letters 
and words for the sake of those of the circumcision who believed. 
But who afterwards translated it into Greek is not sufficiently certain. 
The Hebrew itself has been preserved until the present day in the 
library at Caesarea which Pamphilius the martyr so diligently collected. 
From the Nazoraeans who use this book in Beroia, a city of Syria, 
I also received the opportunity to copy it. In this it is to be noted 
that where the evangelist, whether on his own account or in the person 
of our Lord the Saviour quotes the testimonies of the old Scripture 
he does not follow the authority of the translators of the Septuagint 
but the Hebrew. Wherefore these two (quotations?) exist: “Out of 
Egypt have I called my son’’, and “For he shall be called a Nazarene”’. 


IX 


John, the apostle whom Jesus most loved, the son of Zebedee 
and brother of James the apostle, who Herod, after the Lord’s passion, 
beheaded, is the last one of all who wrote a Gospel, at the request 
of the bishops of Asia, against Cerinthus and other heretics and espe- 
cially against the then growing dogma of the Ebionites, who asserted 
that Christ did not exist before Mary. For this reason he was compelled 
to announce his divine nativity. 


XVI 


And when by ship he had come back to Smyrna where Polycarp, 
who heard John, was bishop, he wrote a letter to Ephesus, a second 
time one to the Magnesians, a third one to the Trallians and a fourth 
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egrediens scripsit ad Philadelphinos et ad Smyrneos et proprie ad 
Polycarpum, commendans illi Antiochensem ecclesiam, ni qua et de 
euangelio, quod nuper a me translatum est, super persona Christi 
ponit testimonium dicens: Ego uero et post resurrectionem in carne 
eum uidi et credo, quia sit; et quando uenit ad Petrum et ad eos qui 
cum Petro erant dixit eis: Ecce palpate me et uidete, quia non sum 
daemonium incorporale. Et statim tetigerunt eum et crediderunt. 


XXII (p. 21) 


Hegesippus, uicinus apostolicorum temporum et omnes a passione 
Domini usque ad suam aetatem ecclesiasticorum actuum texens histo- 
rias multaque ad utilitatem legentium pertinentia hinc inde congre- 
gans, quinque libros conposuit sermone simplici, ut, quorum uitam 
sectabatur, dicendi quoque exprimeret charactera. Adserit se uenisse 
sub Aniceto Romam, qui decimus post Petrum episcopus fuit, et 
perseuerasse usque ad Eleutherum, eiusdem urbis episcopum, qui 
Aniceti quondam diaconus fuerat. Praeterea aduersum idola disputans, 
quo primum errore creuissent, subtexit historiam, ex qua ostendit, 
qua floruerit aetate. Ait enim: Tumulos mortuis templaque fecerunt, 
sicut hodie uidemus, ex quibus est Antinous, seruus Hadriani Caesaris, 
cuius et gymnicus agon exercetur Antinoius, ciuitatemque ex eius 
condidit nomine et prophetas statuit in templo. Antinoum autem 
in deliciis habuisse Hadrianus Caesar scribitur. 


LIV (p. 33) 


Aquilae scilicet, Pontici proselyti et Theodotionis Hebionei et 
Symmachi eiusdem dogmatis, qui in euangelium quoque cata Mattheum 
scripsit commentarios, de quo et suum dogma confirmare conatur. 


CVII (p. 50) 


Fotinus de Gallograecia, Marcelli discipulus et Sirmi episcopus 
ordinatus, Hebionis heresim instaurare conatus est, et postea a Valenti- 
niano principe pulsus ecclesia plura scripsit uolumina, in quibus 
uel praecipua sunt contra gentes et ad Valentinianum libri. 
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one to the Romans and leaving from there he wrote to the Philadel- 
phians and Smyrnaeans and separately to Polycarp recommending 
the Antiochaean Church to him. In this he bore also witness to the 
gospel which I have recently translated, in respect of the person of 
Christ saying: “I indeed saw him in the flesh after the resurrection 
and I believe that it was he, and when he came to Peter and those who 
were with Peter, he said to them: “Behold, touch me and see me how 
that I am not a demon without a body, and straightway they touched 
him and believed”. 


XXII 


Hegesippus who lived at a period not far from the time of the 
apostles, weaving together a history of all ecclesiastical events from 
the passion of the Lord, down to his own period and therefore gathering 
from that time many things useful to his readers, composed five 
volumes in simple style, trying also to express the character of speech 
of those whose lives he treated. He says that he went to Rome in the 
time of Anicetus, the tenth bishop after Peter and continued there 
till the time of Eleutherus, bishop of the same city, who had formerly 
been deacon under Anicetus. Moreover, arguing against idols, he wrote 
a history, showing from what error they had first arisen and this work 
indicates in what age he flourished. He says: “They built monuments 
and temples to the dead as we see up to the present day, like one to 
Antinous, servant to the emperor Hadrian, under whose name also 
a game was celebrated, and he founded a city bearing his name, and 
he established a temple with prophets. It is written that the emperor 
Hadrian was found of Antinous’’. 


LIV 


(About Origen) ... namely of Aquila of Pontus, the proselyte, and 
Theodotion the Ebionite and Symmachus an adherent of the same 
dogma who also wrote commentaries on the gospel according to 
Matthew from which he also tried to establish his dogma. 


CVII 


Photinus of Gallograecia, a pupil of Marcellus, and ordained bishop 
of Sirmium, attempted to introduce the Ebionite heresy, and after- 
wards having been expelled from the church by the emperor Valentin- 
lanus wrote many volumes among which the most distinguished are 
Against the Nations and To Valentinianus. : 
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in ps. 135 tract., ed. Morin, in: Anal. Maredsolana t. IIT 2 
ca. 392 


p. 262 


In hebraico euangelio secundum Matthaeum ita habet: Panem nos- 
trum crastinum da nobis hodie, hoc est, panem quem daturus es nobis 
in regno tuo, da nobis hodie. 


on Matth., ed. Hurst and Adriaen, in: CC (Ser. Lat.) LX XVII 
398 


praef. (p. 2-3) 

Is cum esset in Asia! et iam tunc hereticorum semina pullularent 
Cerinti, Hebionis et ceterorum qui negant Christum in carne uenisse, 
quos et ipse in epistula sua antichristos uocat? et apostolus Paulus 
frequenter percutit, coactus est ab omnibus paene tunc Asiae episcopis 
et multarum ecclesiarum legationibus de diuinitate Saluatoris altius 
scribere et ad ipsum ut ita dicam Dei uerbum non tam audaci quam 
felici temeritate prorumpere. 


2,5 (p. 13) 


“At illi dixerunt ei: In Bethleem Judae’’.? Librariorum error est; 
putamus enim ab euangelista primum editum sicut in ipso Hebraico 
legimus: “Tudae’’, non Iudeae. 


6,11 (p. 37) 


In euangelio quod appellatur secundum Hebraeos pro supersubstan- 
tiali pane maar repperi, quod dicitur crastinum, ut sit sensus: ““Panem 
nostrum crastinum’’, id est futurum, ‘‘da nobis hodie’’.4 


12,2 (p. 87) 


“Pharisaei autem uidentes dixerunt ei: Ecce discipuli tui faciunt 
quod non licet eis facere sabbatis”.® Nota quod primi apostoli Saluatoris 
litteram sabbati destruunt aduersum Hebionitas, qui, cum ceteros 
recipiant apostolos, Paulum quasi transgressorem legis repudiant. 


1 Soil. John. 
2 II John 8. 
3 Matth. 2,5. 
4 Matth. 6,11. 
5 Matth. 12,2. 
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wn ps. 135 tract. 


In the Hebrew Gospel, acéording to Matthew it is like this: Give us 
to-day our bread for to-morrow, which means, the bread which you 
will give us in your kingdom, give us do-tay. 


on Maitth. 


praef. 

When he was in Asia and already then the seeds of the heretics 
were springing up, of Cerinthus, Ebion and the rest who deny Christ 
came in the flesh, whom he also himself in his epistle calls Antichrists 
and whom the apostle Paul frequently attacks, he was urged by almost 
all the bishops of Asia then living and by deputations from many 
churches to write more profoundly concerning the divinity of the 
Saviour and to break through, if I may say so, to the very word of 
God with a boldness even more successful than audacious. 


2,5 


“And they said to him: “In Bethlehem of Juda”. Here there is 
an error on the part of the copyists: for we believe that the evangelist 
in his first edition wrote, as we read in the original Hebrew: “Juda’”’ 
and not “Judea”’. ; : 


6,11 
In the gospel which is called according to the Hebrews, I found 
MAAR in place of the bread which is necessary to support life, which 


means for to-morrow, so that the sense will be: “Give us our bread 
for to-morrow, that is, give us bread for the future to day”. 


12,2 

“The Pharisees, however, who saw this, said to him: Look, your 
disciples do something which they are not allowed to do on the 
Sabbath”. Notice that the first apostles of the Saviour destroyed 


the letter of the Sabbath against the Hebionites who while accepting 
the other apostles, reject Paul as a transgressor of the Law. 
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12,13 (p. 90) 


“Tune ait homini: Extende manum tuam. Et extendit, et restituta 
est sanitati sicut altera’.1 In euangelio quo utuntur Nazareni et 
Hebionitae quod nuper in graecum de hebraeo sermone transtulimus 
et quod uocatur a plerisque Mathei authenticum, homo iste qui aridam 
habet manum caementarius scribitur, istiusmodi uocibus auxilium 
precans: “Caementarius eram manibus uictum quaeritans, precor te 
Tesu ut mihi restituas sanitatem ne turpiter mendicem cibos”’. 


13,53-54 (p. 115) 


“Et factum est cum consummasset Jesus parabolas istas, transiit 
inde et ueniens in terram suam, docebat eos in synagoga eorum’’.? 
Post parabolas quas locutus est ad populum et quas soli apostoli 
intellegunt, transiit in patriam suam ut ibi apertius doceat. “Unde 
huic sapientia haec uirtutes’’ ?3 Mira stultitia Nazarenorum. Mirantur 
unde habeat sapientiam sapientia et uirtutes uirtus, sed error in promp- 
tu est quod fabri filium suspicabantur. 


23,35 (p. 220) 


In euangelio quo utuntur Nazareni pro filio Barachiae filium Ioiadae 
scriptum reperimus. 


27,9-10 (p. 264-265) 


Hoc testimonium in Hieremia non inuenitur, in Zacharia uero qui 
paene ultimus duodecim prophetarum est, quaedam similitudo fertur 
et quamquam sensus non multum discrepet, tamen et ordo et uerba 
diuersa sunt. Legi nuper in quodam hebraico uolumine quem Naza- 
renae sectae mihi Hebraeus obtulit Hieremiae apocryphum in quo 
haec ad uerbum scripta repperi. Sed tamen mihi uidetur magis de 
Zacharia sumptum testimonium, euangelistarum et apostolorum more 
uulgato qui uerborum ordine praetermisso sensus tantum de ueteri 
testamento proferunt in exemplum. 


1 Matth. 12,13. 
2 Matth. 13,53-54. 
3 Matth. 13,54. 
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12,13 ¢ 

‘Then he said to the man: Stretch out your hand. And he stretched 
it and it was restored to the same health as the other’. In the Gospel 
which the Nazoraeans and the Ebionites use which we translated 
recently from Hebrew to Greek and which is called the authentic 
text of Matthew by a good many, it is written that the man with 
the withered hand is a mason, praying for help with words of this kind: 
“I was a mason earning my living with my hands, I pray you, Jesus, 
to restore my health lest I must beg shamefully for my food. 


13, 53-54 

‘‘And it came to pass that when Jesus had finished these parables 
he departed from there and going into his own country, he taught in 
their synagogues’. After the parables which he spoke to the people 
and which only the apostles understood, he went to his fatherland to 
teach there openly. “Whence came that wisdom, those powers?” 
Strange stupidity of the Nazoraeans! They wonder whence wisdom 
possessed wisdom and power possessed powers but their obvious 
error is that they looked only at the son of the carpenter. 


23,35 


In the gospel which the Nazoraeans use, we find that there is written 
“son of Ioiada”’ in place of the “son of Barachia’”’. 


27,9-10 

This proof-text 1s not found in Jeremiah, but in Zechariah, who 
comes about at the end of the twelve prophets; something similar is 
given and although the sense does not differ very much the order and 
the words are different. Recently I read a certain Hebrew work, 
which a Hebrew person of the Nazoraean sect offered me as the apo- 
cryphal book of Jeremiah, in which I found these words literally. 
Nevertheless it seems to me that the proof-text was probably taken 
from Zechariah in the way which is common among the evangelists 
and apostles, who neglecting the order of the words, prefer the sense 
of the Old Testament when they give an example. 
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27,16 (p. 265) 


“Habebat autem tunc uinctum insignem qui dicebatur Barabbas’’.! 
Iste in euangelio quod scribitur iuxta Hebraeos filius magistri eorum 
interpretatur qui propter seditionem et homicidium fuerat condem- 
natus. 


27,51 (p. 275) 


In euangelio cuius saepe facimus mentionem superliminare templi 
infinitae magnitudinis fractum esse atque diuisum legimus. 


an Amos, ed. Adriaen, in: CC (Ser. Lat.) LX XVI 


406 
1,11-12 (p. 227) 


. usque hodie in synagogis suis sub nomine Nazarenorum blas- 
phemant? populum christianum ... 


on Dan., ed. Glorie, in: CC (Ser. Lat.) LXXA 
ca. 407 


prol. (p. 774) 


Illud quoque lectorem admoneo, Danielem non iuxta LXX inter- 
pretes, sed 1uxta Theodotionem ecclesias legere, qui utique post aduen- 
tum Christi incredulus fuit, licet eum quidem dicant Ebionitam, qui 
altero genere Iudaeus est. 


in Esatam, ed. Adriaen, in: CC (Ser. Lat.) LX XITI, LX XIIIA 
408/410 | 


1,3 (LX XIII, p. 9) 


Simul arat in boue et asino Ebion, dignus pro humilitate sensus, 
paupertate nominis sul; qui sic recipit euangelium, ut iudaicarum 
superstitionum, quae in umbra et imagine praecesserunt, caeremonias 
non relinquat. 


1,12 (LXXIII, p. 17) 


“Quis enim quaesiuit haec de manibus uestris ?’’.3 Audiant Ebionaei, 
qui post passionem Christi abolitam legem putant esse seruandam. 


1 Matth. 27,16. 
2 Scil. Jews. 
3 Is. 1,12. 


TESTIMONIES — TRANSLATION 219 


27,16 

“But he had at that time a notorious man in prison whose name 
was Barabbas’’. The name of this man interpreted in the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews as son of their master. He was condemned for 
rebellion and homicide. 


27,51 


In the gospel which we have already often mentioned we read 
that the upper-threshold of the temple, of an enormous size, was 
broken and slit. 


an Amos 
1,11-12 


. until to-day in their synagogues they blaspheme the christian 
people under the name Nazoraeans. 


an Dan. 


prol. 

I admonish the reader, not to read Daniel in the churches according 
to the interpreters of the LXX, but according to Theodotion, who 
certainly was an unbeliever after the coming of Christ although some 
say that he was an Ebionite which is another kind of Jew. 


in Esavam 
1,3 

In the same way Ebion ploughs with an ox and a donkey. Ebion 
earned the poverty of his name because of the lowness of his under- 
standing. He received the gospel in such a way that he did not abandon 


the ceremonies of the Jewish superstition which had come before, 
being but shadow and image. 


1,12 


“For who asked for this from your hands?” Let it be heard by the 
Ebionites who believe that after the passion of Christ the Law which 
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Audiant Ebionitarum socii, qui Iudaeis tantum et de stirpe Israelitici 
generis haec custodienda decernunt. 


5,18-19 (LX XIII, p. 76) 


Dicuntur autem haec ad principes Judaeorum, qui supra arguti 
sunt in auaritia atque luxuria, quod prouocati a Domino ad paeniten- 
tiam, et postea ab apostolis eius, usque hodie perseuerant in blasphe- 
miis et ter per singulos dies in omnibus synagogis sub nomine Nazare- 
norum anathematizent uocabulum Christianum. 


8,11-15 (LXXIII, p. 116) 


Duas domus Nazaraei, qui ita Christum recipiunt, ut obseruationes 
legis ueteris non omittant, duas familias interpretantur, Sammai 
et Hellel, ex quibus orti sunt scribae et pharisaei, quorum suscepit 
scholam Akibas, quem magistrum Aquilae proselyti autumat et post 
eum Meir, cui successit Ioannan filius Zachai, et post eum Eliezer, 
et per ordinem Telphon, er rursus Joseph Galilaeus, et usque ad capti- 
uitatem Hierusalem Iosue. Sammai igitur et Hellel non multo prius- 
quam Dominus nasceretur, orti suntin Iudaea, quorum prior dissipator 
interpretatur, sequens profanus; eo quod per traditiones et devtepa- 
gets suas legis praecepta dissipauerit atque maculauerit. Et has esse 
duas domus, quae Saluatorem non receperint, qui factus sit eis in 
Tuinam et scandalum. 


8,19-22 (LX XIII), p. 121) 


Ceterum Nazaraei locum istum ita disserunt: Cum dixerint ad uos 
scribae et pharisaei, ut eos audiatis, qui omnia uentris causa faciunt ; 
et in morem magorum stridunt in incantationibus suis, ut uos decipiant, 
hoc eis respondere debetis. Non mirum si uos uestras traditiones sequa- 
mini, cum unaquaeque gens sua consulat idola. Ergo et nos a uobis 
mortuis de uiuentibus consulere non debemus, magis nobis Deus legem 
dedit, et testimonia scripturarum, quae si sequi nolueritis, non habe- 
bitis lucem, sed semper caligo uos opprimet, quae transibit per terram 
uestram atque doctrinam, ut cum decepti a uobis se in errore perspexe- 
rint, et sustinere famem ueritatis, tunc contristentur, siue irascantur ; 
et maledicant uobis, quos quasi deos suos et reges putabant. Et frustra 
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has been abolished has to be kept. Let it be heard by the friends of 
of the Ebionites who decreed that this has to be kept by Jews only 
and those of the race of Israel. 


518-19 

This is said to the leaders of the Jews who have been clearly shown 
above in their avarice and luxury because after having been invited 
by the Lord to do penitence and later by his apostles up to the present 
day they persevere in blasphemy and three times a day in all the syna- 
gogues they anathemize the Christian name under the name of Nazo- 
raeans. 


8,11-15 


The Nazoraeans who accept Christ in such a way that they do not 
cease to observe the old Law, explain the two houses as the two families, 
viz. of Shammai and Hillel, from whom originated the Scribes and the 
Pharisees. Akiba who took over their school is called the master of 
Aquila the proselyte and after him came Meir who has been succeeded 
by Joannes the son of Zakkai and after him Eliezer and further Telphon, 
and next Ioseph Galilaeus and Josua up to the capture of Jerusalem. 
Shammai then and Hillel were born not long before the Lord, they 
originated in Judea. The name of the first means scatterer and of the 
second unholy, because he scattered and defiled the precepts of the 
Law by his traditions and devrepdcers. And these are the two houses 
who did not accept the Saviour who has become to them destruction 
and shame. 


8,19-22 

For the rest the Nazoraeans explain this passage in this way: When 
the Scribes and the Pharisees tell you to listen to them, men who do 
everything for love of the belly and who hiss during their incantations 
in the way of the magicians in order to deceive you, you must answer 
them like this. It is not strange if you follow your traditions since 
every tribe consults his own idols. We must not, therefore, consult your 
dead about the living ones. On the contrary God has given us the Law 
and the testimonies of the scriptures. If you are not be willing to follow 
them you shall not have light, and darkness will always oppress you. 
It will cover your earth and your doctrine so that, when they see that 
they have been deceived by you in error and they feel a longing for the 
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ad caelum terramque respiciant, cum semper in tenebris sint, et non 
possint de vestris auolare insidiis. 


9,1 (LX XIII, p. 123-124) 


Nazaraei, quorum opinionem supra posui, hunc locum ita explanare 
conantur: Adueniente Christo et praedicatione illius coruscante, prima 
terra Zabulon et terra Nephthali scribarum et pharisaeorum est erroribus 
liberata, et grauissimum traditionum Iudaicarum iugum excussit 
de ceruicibus suis. Postea autem per euangelium apostoli Pauli, qui 
nouissimus apostolorum omnium fuit, ingrauata est, id est multiplicata 
praedicatio; et in terminos gentium et uiam uniuersi maris Christi 
euangelium splenduit. Denique omnis orbis, qui ante ambulabat uel 
sedebat in tenebris et idololatriae ac mortis uinculis tenebatur, clarum 
euangelii lumen aspexit. 


11,1-3 (LXXIII, p. 147-148) 


Porro Nazaraei, quos LXX sanctificatos, Symmachus seperatos 
transtulerunt, per zain semper scribuntur elementum. Super hunc 
igitur florem, qui de trunco et de racide Iesse per Mariam uirginem 
repente consurget, requiescet spiritus Domini, quia in ipso complacuit 
omnem plenitudinem diuinitatis habitare corporaliter; nequaquam 
per partes, ut in ceteris sanctis, sed iuxta euangelium quod Hebraeo 
sermone conscriptum legunt Nazaraei: ‘““Descendet super eum omnis 
fons spiritus sancti’. 


29,17-21 (LX XIII, p. 379-380) 


Quae nos super diabolo et angelis eius intelleximus, Nazaraei contra 
scribas et pharisaeos dicta arbitrantur, quod defecerint Sevrepwrai, 
qui prius illudebant populo traditionibus pessimis; et ad decipiendos 
simplices die noctuque uigilabant, qui peccare faciebant homines in 
Verbo Dei, ut Christum Dei Filium negarent. 


31,6-9 (LX XIII, p. 404) 


Nazaraei locum istum sic intellegunt: O fili Israel, qui consilio 
pessimo Dei filium denegastis, reuertimini ad eum et ad apostolos 
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truth, they will then be said or angry. And let them who believe them- 
selves be to like their own gods and kings curse you. And let them look 
at the heaven and the earth in vain since they are always in darkness 
and they can not flee away from your ambushes. 


9,1 


The Nazoraeans whose opinion I have set forth above, try to explain 
this passage in the following way: When Christ came and his preaching 
shone out, the land of Zebulon and the land of Naphtali first of all 
were freed from the errors of the Scribes and the Pharisees and he shook 
off their shoulders the very heavy yoke of the Jewish traditions. 
Later, however, the preaching became more dominant, that means 
the preaching was multiplied, through the Gospel of the apostle Paul 
who was the last of all the apostles. And the Gospel of Christ shone 
to the most distant tribes and the way of the whole sea. Finally the 
whole world which earlier walked or sat in darkness and was imprisoned 
in the bonds of idolatry and death, has seen the clear light of the gospel. 


11,1-3 


Next the Nazoraeans, a name which the LXX translates by “‘sancti- 
fied’ and Symmachus by “separated” is always written with the 
letter zain. Therefore on this flower which rose suddenly from the 
trunk and root of Iesse through Mary the virgin, the Spirit of God 
rested, because in him the whole fulness of the godhead took pleasure 
to dwell corporally; not as in the other holy ones moderately but 
according to the Gospel read by the Nazoraeans which was written 
in the Hebrew language: “The whole fountain of the Holy Spirit came 
upon him”’. 

29,17-21 

What we understood to have been written about the devil and his 
angels, the Nazoraeans believe to have been said against the Scribes 
and the Pharisees, because the devrepwrat passed away, who earlier 
deceived the people with very vicious traditions. And they watch 
night and day to deceive the simple ones who made men sin against the 


Word of God in order that they should deny that Christ was the Son 
of God. 


31,6-9 


The Nazoraeans understand this passage in this way: O sons of 
Israel who deny the Son of God with a most vicious opinion, turn to 
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eilus. Si enim hoc feceritis, omnia abicietis idola quae uobis prius 
fuerant in peccatum, et cadet uobis diabolus, non uestris uiribus, 
sed misericordia Dei. Et iuuenes eius qui quondam pro illo pugnauerant, 
erunt Ecclesiae uectigales, omnisque fortitudo et petra illius pertransi- 
bit; philosophi quoque et omne dogma peruersum ad crucis signum 
terga conuertent. Domini quippe sententia est, ut hoc fiat, cuius ignis 
siue lumen est in Sion et clibanus in Hierusalem. 


40,9-11 (LXXIII, p. 459) 


Sed et in euangelio quod iuxta Hebraeos scriptum Nazaraei lectitant, 
Dominus loquitur: “Modo me tulit mater mea, Spiritus Sanctus’. 
Nemo autem in hac parte scandalizari debet, quod dicaturapud Hebrae- 
os spiritus genere feminino, cum nostra lingua appelletur genere 
masculino, et Graeco sermone neutro. 


49,7 (LXXIIIA, p. 538) 


Pro eo quod nos diximus: “ad contemptibilem animam, ad abomi- 
natam gentem, ad seruum dominorum’’, Theodotio transtulit: “ei 
qui despicit animam, qui abominationi est genti, qui seruus est prin- 
cipum”’; quod manifeste Christi personae conuenit. Ipse enim bonus 
pastor posuit animam suam pro ouibus suis, et contempsit eam, qui 
abominationi est genti Iudaeorum, cui ter per singulos dies sub nomine 
Nazarenorum maledicunt in synagogis suis. Qui seruus fuit principum, 
et tam humilis ut staret ante Annam et Caipham; et crucifigendus 
Pilato et Herodi mitteretur. Cui interpretationi Aquila consensit, et 
ex parte Septuaginta, licet in eo mutauerint sensum et extenuauerint, 
quod pro gente, gentes; et pro seruo, seruos interpretati sunt. Alu 
uero hoc dici arbitrantur ad gentem Iudaeorum, quae contempsit ani- 
mam suam, et abominationi est universo mundo; ... 


52,4-6 (LX XIITA, p. 578) 


Et sciendum quod, “in gentibus”, non habeatur in Hebraeo, sed 
absolute: ‘‘nomen meum iugiter blasphematur’, ut subaudiatur: in 
synagogis uestris, qui diebus ac noctibus blasphemant Saluatorem, 
et sub nomine, ut saepe dixi, Nazarenorum, ter in die in Christianos 
congerunt maledicta. 
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him and his apostles. For if you will do this, you will reject all idols 
which to you were a cause of sin in the past and the devil will fall before 
you, not because of your powers, but because of the compassion of God. 
And his young men who a certain time earlier fought for him, will be 
the tributaries of the Church and any of its power and stone will pass. 
Also the philosophers and every perverse dogma will turn their backs 
to the sign of the cross. Because this is the meaning of the Lord that 
his will take place, whose fire or light is in Sion and his oven in Jerusa- 
lem. 


40,9-11 


But in that Gospel written according to the Hebrews which is read 
by the Nazoraeans, the Lord says: “A moment ago my mother, the 
Holy Spirit, took me up”. Nobody, however, must be scandalized 
because of this, because the Spirit is used in the feminine gender with 
the Hebrews while our language takes it in the masculine gender and 
the Greek in the neuter. 


49,7 


Instead of what we said: “to a contemptible soul, to an abominable 
tribe, to a slave of masters’, Theodotion translated: ‘‘To him who 
despised his soul, who belongs to an abominable tribe, who is slave 
of the mighty”, which obviously agrees with the person of Christ. 
For as a good shepherd he lay down his soul for his sheep and despised 
it, and became an abomination to the tribe of the Jews, for they curse 
him in their synagogues three times every day under the name of 
Nazoracans. He became the slave of the mighty and so humble that 
he stood before Annas and Caiphas and was sent away to be crucified 
by Pilate and Herod. With this interpretation Aquila agrees and part- 
ially the Septuagint albeit that they changed the sense and weakened 
it in this way that instead of tribe the word tribes and instead of 
slave the word slaves was translated. However, others are of the opinion 
that this was said to the tribe of the Jews who ee their souls 
and became an abomination to the whole world .. 


52,4-6 


And one must know that “‘among the Gentiles” is not in the Hebrew, 
but in short “my name is blasphemed continuously”; in order that 
they may be heard also: in your synagogues they utter curses against 
the Christians three times a day, as I have said, under the name of 
Nazoraeans, who night and day blaspheme the Saviour. 
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prol. 65 (LXXITTA, p. 741) 


Cum enim apostoli eum putarent spiritum, uel iuxta euangelium, 
quod Hebraeorum lectitant Nazaraei, incorporale daemonium, dixit 


eis: ... (Luke XXIV 38f) ... 
66,20 (LX XIITA, p. 792-793) 


Iudaei et Iudaici erroris heredes Ebionitae, qui pro humilitate 
sensus nomen pauperum susceperunt, omnesque mille annorum delicias 
praestolantes, equos et quadrigas, et rhedas et lecticas, siue basternas, 
et dormitoria, mulosque et mulas, et carrucas, et diuersi generis uehi- 
cula sic intellegunt, ut scripta sunt. 


an Htez., ed. Glorie, in: CC (Ser. Lat.) LXXV 
410/415 


16,13 (p. 178) 


... In euangelio quoque quod Hebraeorum lectitant Nazaraei, Salua- 
tor inducitur loquens: “Modo me arripuit mater mea, Spiritussanctus”’... 


16,16 (p. 182) 


... tales sunt Nazaraei qui ueteris legis obseruantiam, euangelicae 
gratiae aptare conantur, et omnes haeretici qui testimonium in suo 
loco alteri sensui congruens, alteri nituntur assuere ... 

3 


18,5-9 (p. 237) 


... et in euangelio quod iuxta Hebraeos Nazaraei legere consuerunt, 
inter maxima ponitur crimina: qui fratris sui spiritum contristauerit. 


44,6-8 (p. 649) 

Vrgent nos in hoc loco Iudaei et Ebionitae — qui circumcisionem 
carnis accipiunt —, quomodo possumus praesentem locum exponere: 
“TIncircumcisos corde et incircumcisos carne’ quo uidelicet post spiri- 
talem intellegentiam etiam carniscircumcisionem suscipere debeamus;}... 


adv. Pelag., ed. MPL 23 
415 


III 2 (c. 597B-598A) 


“Bix Evangelio juxta Hebraeos’’. — In Evangelio “juxta Hebraeos”’, 
quod Chaldaico quidem Syroque sermone, sed Hebraicis litteris script- 
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prol. 65 


For since the apostles believed him to be a spirit according to the 
Gospel which is of the Hebrews and is read by the Nazoraeans, a 
demon without a body, he said to them ... 


66,20 


The Jews and the heirs of Jewish error, the Ebionites, who gave 
themselves the name of “poor ones” because of the lowness of their 
understanding, all of them expecting voluptuousness during a thousand 
years, horses and four in hands, coaches and palanquins or sedan chairs 
and bedrooms, mules, male and female, cars and vehicles of different 
kinds, understand it in the way it has been written. 


an Hirez. 
16,13 


Also in the Gospel which is of the Hebrews and is read by the 
Nazoraeans, the Saviour is introduced saying: “A moment ago my 
mother, the Holy Spirit, took me up ...”’. 


16,16 

. such are the Nazoraeans who try to connect the observance 
of the Law with evangelical grace and all heretics who exert them- 
selves to connect a testimony that in its context agrees with one sense 
with another sense ... 


18,5-9 


... and in the Gospel which is according to the Hebrews which the 
Nazoraeans are accustomed to read, among the worst crimes is set: 
he who has distressed the spirit of his brother. 


44,6-8 

In this passage the Jews and the Ebionites — who accept the circum- 
cision of the flesh — urge us to explain the present passage, as we can 
do: “those who are not circumcised of heart and those who are not 
circumcised of the flesh’, so that we obviously must accept after a 
spiritual understanding also the circumcision of the flesh. 


adv. Pelag. 
ITI 2 


From the Gospel according to the Hebrews. In the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews which was written in the Chaldaic and Syriac language 
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tum est, quo utuntur usque hodie Nazareni, “secundum Apostolos ”’, 
sive, ut plerique autumant, “‘juxta Mattheum’’, quod et in Caesariensi 
habetur bibliotheca, narrat historia: ‘“Ecce mater Domini et fratres 
ejus dicebant ei: Joannes Baptisma baptizat in remissionem pecca- 
torum: eamus et baptizemur ab eo. Dixit autem eis: Quid peccavi, 
ut vadam et baptizer ab eo? Nisi forte hoc ipsum quod dixi, ignorantia 
est’, 

Et in eodem volumine: “Si peccaverit, inquit, frater tuus in verbo, et 
satis tibi fecerit, septies in die suscipe eum. Dixit illi Simon discipulus 
ejus: Septies in die? Respondit Dominus, et dixit ei: Etiam ego dico 
tibi, usque septuagies septies. Etenim in prophetis quoque postquam 
uncti sunt Spiritu sancto, inventus est sermo peccati’’. 


an Hier. ed. Reiter, in: CC (Ser Lat.) LX XIV 
ca. 419 


3,14-16 (p. 36) 


Nequaquam in arca domini, quae custos fuit legis Mosaicae, habebunt 
fiduciam, sed ipsi erunt templum dei nec iuxta errantes Nazareos 
abolitis sacrificiis inseruient, sed spiritalem cultum sectabuntur. 


CONSTITUTIONES APOSTOLORUM 


ed. Funk 
ca. 380 


VI 6 6 (p. 315) 

Kat of ed yudv viv davevtes ’EBiuwvator, tov viov Tob Oeod yuAov 
advOpwrov elvar BovAdpevor, &€ Adovijs avdpos Kai ovptAokis “Iwond 
kat Mapias avrov yevvavtes: 


VI 8 1 (p. 317-318) 


‘“Hvixa Sé é&7jAOopev ev tots EOveow Knpvocew eis Tov Kdopov TOV 
Adyov ris Cwijs, tore evypynoev 6 SidBodos ets Tov Aadv, amooretAau 
9 a e ~ 4 3 ‘A ~ A 4 ‘ A 
dtricw Hnudv wevdatroordAous eis BeBjAwow tod Aodyouv: Kal mpo- 
eBadovro KXedBiov twa Kat trapélevEav T@ Lipwri odror S€ pabynrev- 
ovow Aoobléw tivi, dv Kal wapevdoKisnoavrTes eEwWoavTo THs apyis’ 
elra Kai érepor érépwv KaripEav éxtomwv Soypatwv, Kipwos Kat 
Médpros xai Mévavdpos nai Baowreidns kai Laropviros. 
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but with Hebrew letters, and is used up to the present day by the 
Nazoraeans, I mean that according to the Apostles, or, as many main- 
tain, according to Matthew, which Gospel is also available in the Lib- 
rary of Caesarea, the story runs: “‘see, the mother of the Lord and his 
brothers said to him: “John the Baptist baptizes for the remission 
of sins, let us go to be baptized by him’’. He said to them, however: 
“What did I sin that I should go and be baptized by him? Unless 
perhaps that which I said, is ignorance”. And in the same volume: 
“If your brother’, he said, “sinned to you with a word and makes 
amends, accept him seven times a day’’. Simon his disciple said to him: 
“Seven times a day ?” The Lord answered and said to him: “And I say 
to you until seventy times seven. For even among the prophets 
after they were anointed with the Holy Spirit, there were words of 


ine 2d 


sin 


an Meer. 
3,14-16 

They shall not have confidence in the ark of the Lord which was the 
guardian of the Mosaic Law, for they themselves will be a temple of 


God and not according to the erring Nazoraeans serving the sacrifices 
which have been abolished, but aiming at a spiritual worship. 


CONSTITUTIONES APOSTOLORUM 


VI 66 


And the Ebionites who appear to us now assert that the Son of God 
is mere a man; they generate him out of human lust and intercourse of 
Joseph and Mary. 


VI81 


At the time when we went out among the Gentiles to preach to the 
world the word of life, the devil worked upon the people by sending 
false apostles behind us to profane the word. And they sent a certain 
Cleobus and united themselves with Simon and they taught a certain 
Dositheus whom they also surpassed in fame and casted out of the 
first place. Next also others started with other strange dogmas, Cerin- 
thus, Marcus, Menander, Basilides and Satornilus. 


230 TESTIMONIES — TEXT 


PACIANUS BARCELONENSIS 


epist., ed. Fernandez, in: CCB 
} ca. 385 


I.I 2-3 (p. 48) 


Nam ut Iudaeorum haereticos praetermittam, Dosytheum Samari- 
tanum, Sadducaeos, et Pharisaeos, quanti apostolorum temporibus 
emerserint, dinuminare perlongum est: Simon Magus, et Menander, 
et Nicolaus, et ceteri quos fama recondit obscura. Quid posterioribus 
temporibus Ebion, et Apelles, et Marcion, et Valentinus et Cerdon, 
nec longe post eos Cataphryges, et Nouatiani, ut examina nouella 
praeteream ? 


FILASTER 


div. her. laber, ed. Marx, in: CSEL 38 
383/391 


XXXVI (p. 19-20) 


Cerinthus successit huius (scil. Carpocras) errori et similitudini uani- 
tatis, docens de generatione itidem saluatoris deque creatura angelo- 
rum, in nullo discordans ab eo, nisi quia ex parte solum legi consentit, 
quod a deo data sit, et ipsum deum Iudaeorum esse aestimat qui legem 
dedit filiis Israhel. Docet autem circumcidi et sabbatizari, et Christum 
nondum surrexisse a mortuis, sed resurrecturum adnuntiat. Apostolum 
Paulum beatum non accipit, Iudam traditorem honorat, et euangelium 
secundum Matheum solum accipit, tria euangelia spernit, Actus 
Apostolorum abicit, beatos martyres blasphemat. His sub apostolis 
beatis quaestionem seditionis commouit, dicens debere circumcidi 
homines, cuius causa contra illum et heresim eius decreuerunt in suis 
Actibus beati apostoli sententiam: non debere iam homines Iudaismo, 
id est circumcisionis aliisque talibus superstitionis uanae parere carnali- 
bus, qui de gentibus uenientes credebant in Christum dominum nostrum 
saluatorem. _ | 


XXXVII (p. 20) 


Hebion discipulus eius Cerinthi, in multis ei similiter errans saluato- 
rem nostrum hominem de Ioseph natum carnaliter aestimabat, nihilque 
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PACIANUS BARCELONENSIS 
epist. 
Tl 


For — not to mention the Jewish heretics: Dosytheus the Samaritan, 
the Sadducees and the Pharisees — it takes too long to list all the 
heretics who emerged in the apostolic times: Simon Magus, Menander, 
Nicolaus and the others hidden by an obscure fame. And only referring 
to the fresh hordes, what shall I say about those of later times: Ebion, 
Apelles, Marcion, Valentinus and Cerdon, with those who lived not 
long after these the Cataphrygians and Novatianians ? 


FILASTER 


div. her. luber 


XXXVI 


Cerinthus repeated his error and the same futility, teaching in the 
same way about the birth of the Saviour and about the creation by 
angels. He does not differ from him in anything, apart from the fact 
that he only partially agrees with the Law having been given by God. 
He supposes that it was the God of the Jews himself who gave the 
Law to the children of Israel. He teaches, however, that one has to 
be circumcised and that the Sabbath has to be kept and he preaches 
that Christ has not yet risen from the dead but will rise. He does not 
accept the blessed apostle Paul, he honours Judas the traitor and he 
accepts the Gospel according to Matthew only; he repudiates three 
gospels, rejects the Acts of the Apostles and blasphemes the blessed 
martyrs. He started as seditious dispute among the blessed apostles, 
saying that men have to be circumcised. For this reason the blessed 
apostles issued a decree in their Acts against him and his heresy saying 
that people who come from the Gentiles and believe in Christ our Lord 
the Saviour are not obliged to obey Judaism, which means circumcision 
and similar carnal matters of vain superstition. 


XXXVII 
Hebion, pupil of this Cerinthus, erring in many respects similarly 
supposed that our Saviour was a man born in a carnal way of Joseph 


232 TESTIMONIES — TEXT 


diuinitatis in eo fuisse docebat, sed sicut omnes prophetas, sic et eum 
gratiam dei habuisse adserebat, non tamen deum maiestatis et dei 
patris filium cum patre sempiternum esse credebat, cum diuinae 
scripturae deum sempiternum cum patre uero ac sempiterno ubique 
testantur ac praedicant. 


LX (p. 31-32) 


Alii post hos sunt heretici qui euangelium cata Iohannem et Apoca- 
lypsin ipsius non accipiunt, et cum non intellegunt uirtutem scripturae 
nec desiderant discere, in heresi permanent pereuntes, ut etiam Cerinthi 
illius heretici esse audeant dicere et Apocalypsin ipsius itidem non 
beati Iohannis euangelistae et apostoli, sed Cerinthi heretici, qui tunc 
ab apostolis beatis hereticus manifestus abiectus est ab ecclesia. 


LXIII (p. 33) 


Symmachiani alii discipuli istius (scil. Patricius) eadem sentientes 
in omnibus, non sperantes iudicium, uitiis saecularibus et carnalibus 
concupiscentiis praedicant seruiendum. 


MARIUS VICTORINUS 


in ep. ad Gal., ed. MPL 8 
2nd half 4th cent. 


1,15 (c. 1155B) 


“Alium autem apostolorum neminem vidi, nisi Jacobum fratrem 
Domini’”.1 Magna doctrina etiam hoc adjunxit magnoque ingenio: 
primo quod ita dixit, apostolorum neminem alium vidi: nam Jacobum 
apostolum Symmachiani faciunt quasi duodecimum: et hunc sequuntur 
qui ad dominum nostrum Jesum Christum adjungunt judaismi obser- 
vantiam: quanquam etiam Jesum Christum fatentur: dicunt enim 
eum ipsum Adam esse, et esse animam generalem, et alia hujusmodi 
blasphema. 


4,12 (c. 1162D-1163A) 


Jacobus enim frater Domini, qui auctor est ad Symmachianos, 
primus apud Hierosolymam sibi hoc adsumendum putavit, uti et 


1 Gal. 1,19. 
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and he taught that nothing divine was in Him, but he maintained that 
like all prophets also he has had the grace of God. But he did not believe 
that he was the God of majesty and the Son of God the Father and 
that he was with God eternally, while the holy scriptures testify and 
preach everywhere that he was eternal God with the true and eternal 
Father. 


LX 


Other heretics after these were those who do not accept the Gospel 
according to John and his Apocalypse. And because they do not under- 
stand the power of the scriptures and do not wish to be taught they 
persist in their heresy and go under, so that they even dare to say that 
these writings are by Cerinthus, that heretic and that the Apocalypse 
is not by the blessed John the evangelist and apostle himself but by 
Cerinthus the heretic who in the past was rejected from the Church 
by the blessed apostles as being an obvious heretic. 


LXII 


The Symmachians are other pupils of his and they hold in every 
respect the same opinion since they do not expect a judgment and they 
preach that one has to enjoy wordly dissipations and carnal lusts. 


MARIUS VICTORINUS 


in ep. ad Gal. 
1,15 


“For of the apostles I saw nobody else but James the brother of 
the Lord’’. This he connected with a great doctrine and a great in- 
genuity. In the first place because he said it in this way: I have seen 
nobody else of the apostles, for the Symmachians make James an 
apostle like the twelve and those who connect a Jewish observance 
with our Lord Jesus Christ follow him although they also confess 
Jesus Christ. For they say that he is Adam and a general soul and 
other blasphemies of a similar kind. 


4,12 


For James, the brother of the Lord, who became the occasion of the 
origin of the Symmachians, was the first in Jerusalem who believed 
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Christum praedicaret, et viveret ut Judaei, omnia faciens quae Judaeo- 
rum lex praecipit, id est quae sibi Judaei observanda intellexerunt. 


PSEUDO-IGNATIUS 


epist. ad Philad. (long recension), ed. Lightfoot, in: Apost. Fath. II II 
4th cent. 


VI (p. 796) 
edv tis Aéyn pev Eva Beov, duodoyet Sé kai Xprorov *Inoodv, yuAov 
5é avOpwrrov elvat vopiln tov Kupiov, odyi bedv povoyev Kat aodiav 
A , a > > > A A , > A 4 ¢ 
Kat Adyov Beot, adN’ éx buys Kat odparos avrov elvar vouiln, 6 
A 4 > Ud > 4 A 4, 4 9 99 } > , 
ToLovTOS Odis EoTiv amaTHv Kal TAdYHY KnpUTTWY em” aTwaAeia avOpwTwv: 
\ wm» e aA } A , e > # > , 
Kal Eat O ToLODTOS TéVvNns THY Siavolav, Ws emikAnv * EBiwv. 


MONARCHIAN PROLOGUES 


ed: Corssen, in: Z'exte u. Unters. 15.1 
4th /5th cent. 


p. 80 


Interfecto autem Domitiano cum resolutus exilio Ephesum redisset 
et 1am tunc haereticorum semina pullulassent, Cerinthi, Ebionis et 
ceterorum qui negant Christum ante Mariam fuisse, compulsus est 
ab omnibus paene tunc Asiae episcopis et multarum ecclesiarum lega- 
tionibus de divinitate Christi altius scribere. 


PSEUDO-HIERONYMUS 


andic. de haer., ed. Oehler, in: Corp. Haer. I 
ca. 400 


X (p. 290-291) 

Carpocrates, Cerinthus et Ebion, hi tres sibi successerunt, dicentes 
omnia secundum legem, circumcidi, observare sabbatum et dies festos 
Iudaicos; Christus enim haec cum omnia observavit, sufficere dicentes 
ita esse ut doctorem, ut magistrum. Christum autem negant per 
spiritum sanctum a Maria virgine natum, sed a Ioseph conceptum ut 
hominem nuptiali coitu; habuisse autem illud spiritum prophetalem, 
et venturum ac iudicaturum vivos et mortuos. 
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that he had to accept this, so that he both preached Christ and lived 
like the Jews, doing everything which the Law of the Jews prescribes, 
which means what the Jews understood that they had to observe. 


PSEUDO IGNATIUS 


epist. ad Philad. 
VI 


... If somebody says that there is one God and also confesses Christ 
Jesus, but believes that the Lord was a mere man and not the only- 
begotten God, Wisdom and the Word of God, but believes that he is 
both soul and body, such a person is a serpent preaching deceit and 
error with a view to the perdition of the people. And such a person is 
poor of understanding, as Ebion is called. 


MONARCHIAN PROLOGUES 


When, however, after the death of Domition, he was set free and 
returned from his exile to Ephesus and the seeds of the heretics had 
already budded forth at that time, of Cerinthus, Ebion, and others 
who deny that Christ existed before Mary, he was urged by almost 
all the bishops at that time in Asia and embassies from many churches 
to write about the divinity of Christ in a more profound way. 


PSEUDO HIERONYMUS 


andic. de haer. 


».4 


Carpocrates, Cerinthus and Ebion succeeded each other, saying that 
one has to live totally according to the law, that one has to be circum- 
cised and that one has to observe the Sabbath and the Jewish festival 
days. For since Christ observed all this they say that it is sufficient to 
be like the doctor or the master. They deny that Christ was born 
through the Holy Spirit of Mary the virgin but say that he was con- 
ceived by Joseph as man in matrimonial intercourse. He, however, 
they said, had a prophetic spirit and that he was to return and judge 
the quick and the dead. 
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XXXVI (p. 297) 


Photinus ex Gallograecia, Marcelli discipulus, Sirmii episcopus fuit. 
Hic Ebionis haeresim restaurare conatus est, quae dicit Christum a 
Maria per Ioseph nuptiali coitu fuisse conceptum. 


AUGUSTINE 


de baptismo, ed. Petschenig, in: CSEL 51 
ca. 400 


VII 1 1 (p. 342) 


. sicut ill, qui se christianos Nazarenos uocant et more Iudaico 
carnalia praeputia circumcidunt, nati haeretici ex illo errore, in quem 
Petrus deuians a Paulo reuocatus est, in hoc adhuc usque persistunt. 


contra Faustum, ed. Zycha, in: CSEL 25 
ca. 400 


XIX 4 (p. 500) 


Et tamen hoc si mihi Nazaraeorum obiceret quisquam, quos alii 
Symmachianos appellant, quod enim Iesus dixerit non se uenisse 
soluere legem, aliquantisper haesissem incertus, quid ei responderem. 
nec inmerito; ueniebat enim corpore atque animo simul lege obsitus 
ac prophetis. nam huiusmodi, quos aio, et circumcisionem portant 
et obseruant sabbatum et porcina ac reliquis abstinent huiusmod), 
quae praecepit lex, sub christian1 quamuis nominis professione decepti 
etiam ipsi, ut intellegi datur, hoc ipso capitulo, duo et tu, quia Christus 
non ad soluendam legem se uenisse dixerit, sed ad inplendam ............ 
an et tu iam de truncatorum inguinum obscaeno illo signaluco gloriaris, 
tamquam Iudaeus aut Nazaraeus? an supercilium de obseruatione 
erigis sabbatorum? an de porcinae abstinentia tibi conscius gaudes ? 


XIX 17 (p. 516) 


hoc igitur temperamentum moderamentumque spiritus sancti per 
apostolos operantis cum displicuisset quibusdam ex circumcisione 
credentibus, qui haec non intellegebant, in ea peruersitate manserunt, 
ut et gentes cogerent iudaizare. hi sunt, quos Faustus Symmachianorum 
uel Nazaraeorum nomine commorauit, qui usque ad nostra tempora 
iam quidem in exigua, sed adhuc tamen uel in ipsa paucitate perdurant. 
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XXXVI 


Photinus was from Gallograecia, a pupil of Marcellus, bishop of 
Sirmium. He tried to renew the heresy of Ebion which said that Christ 
was conceived through Joseph by Mary in matrimonial intercourse. 


AUGUSTINE 
de baptismo 


VII 11 


... Just as they persist to the present day who call themselves Nazor- 
rene christians and circumcise the carnal foreskins in a Jewish way, 
are born heretics in that error into which Peter drifted and from which 
he was been called back by Paul. 


contra Faustum 


XIX 4 


If one of the Nazoraeans whom others call Symmachians was arguing 
with me from these words of Jesus that he came not to destroy the 
Law, being uncertain, I should have some difficulty for a while as 
to what to answer him, and not without reason, for at his coming 
Jesus was both in body and mind subject to the influence of the Law 
and the Prophets. Those people moreover, whom I allude to, are circum- 
cised and keep the Sabbath and abstain from swine’s meat and other 
similar things which the Law prescribes, although they profess to be 
Christians. But they are obviouly misled, as well as you, as appears 
from this very verse in which Christ says that he came not to destroy 
the Law but to fulfill it ... Do you too, like a Jew or a Nazoraean, glory 
in the obscene distinction of being castrated? Do you pride yourself 
in the observance of the Sabbath? Can you congratulate yourself on 
being conscientious regarding the abstinence of swine’s meat ? 


XIX 7 


Some believers in circumcision who did not understand this verse 
were displeased with this tolerant and moderate arrangement which 
the Holy Spirit effected through the apostles and stubbornly insisted 
on the Gentiles becoming Jews. These are the people of whom Faustus 
speaks under the name Symmachians or Nazoraeans. 

They exist until the present day or, at least, until recently, anyway 
as alway with the same small number. 
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contra Cresconium, ed. Petschenig, in: CSEL 52 
ca. 406 


I 31,36 (p. 355-356) 


et nunc sunt quidam haeretici qui se Nazarenos uocant, a nonnullis 
autem Symmachiani appellantur et circumcisionem habent Iudaeorum 
et baptismum christianorum; ... 


epist., ed. Hilberg, in: CSEL 55 
after 404 


CXVI 16 (Augustinus ad Hieronymum), (p. 407) 


An wis, ut etiam ego dicam hanc esse summam quaestionis, immo 
sententiae tuae, ut post euangelium Christi bene faciant credentes 
Iudaei, si sacrificia offerant, quae obtulit Paulius, si filios circumcidant, 
si sabbatum obseruent, ut Paulus in Timotheo et omnes obseruauere 
Iudaei, dum modo haec simulate ac fallaciter agant? hoc si ita est, 
non iam in heresin Hebionis uel eorum, quos uulgo Nazaraeos nun- 
cupant, uel quamlibet aliam ueterem, sed in nesclo quam nouam 
delabimur, quae sit eo perniciosior, quo non errore, sed proposito 
est ac uoluntate fallaci. 


de haer., ed. Miller, Patristic Studies XC 
ca. 428 


8 (p. 68) 


Cerinthiani a Cerintho idemque Merinthiani a Merintho, mundum 
ab angelis factum esse dicentes, et carne circumcidi oportere, atque 
alia huiusmodi Legis praecepta servari; Iesum hominem tantummodo 
fuisse, nec resurrexisse, sed resurrecturum asseverantes. Mille quoque 
annos post resurrectionem in terreno regno Christi, secundum carnales 
ventris et libidinis voluptates, futuros fabulantur, unde etiam Chiliastae 
sunt appellati. 


9 (p. 68) 


Nazaraei, cum Dei Filium confiteantur esse Christum, omnia tamen 
Veteris Legis observant, quae Christiani per apostolicam traditionem 
non observare carnaliter, sed spiritaliter intelligere didicerunt. 


10 (p. 68) 


Ebionaei Christum etiam ipsi tantummodo hominem dicunt. Man- 
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contra Crescontum 


I 31,36 


And now, certain heretics exist who call themselves Nazoraeans, 
who, however, by some people are named Symmachians and who 
practice the circumcision of the Jewsand the baptism ofthe Christians ... 


epist. 
CXVI 16 1 


Or do you also want me to say that this is the chief point of the 
question, namely of your opinion that the Jews who believe after the 
coming of the Gospel of Christ do well if they offer the sacrifices which 
Paul, offered, if they circumcise their children, if they observe the 
Sabbath as Paul did with Timothy and all the Jews, provided they did 
it while simulating and falsely ? If it is like this, we shall not fall away 
into the heresy of Ebion or of those who usually are called Nazoraeans 
or any other ancient heresy but into some new one of which I do not 
know the name but which is the more pernicious because it is not 
because an error but intentional and also because of a deceitful will. 


de haer. 


8 


The Cerinthians from Cerinthus, the same ones as the Merinthians 
from Merinthus say that the world was made by angels and that the 
flesh must be circumcised and that other similar precepts of the Law 
have to be kept. They say that Jesus was only a man and that he did 
not rise from the dead, but they expect the resurrection. They also 
fable that for a thousand years after the resurrection there will be 
an earthly kingdom of Christ which offers carnal pleasures of the belly 
and lust. Therefore they are also called chiliasts. 


9 


Although the Nazoraeans confess that the son of God is Christ, 
they nevertheless observe everything of the old Law which Christians 
learned by the apostolic tradition not to observe carnally but to under- 
stand this spiritually. 


10 
The Ebionites also say that Christ is only a man. They observe 
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data carnalia Legis observant, circumcisionem scilicet carnis, et cetera 
a quorum oneribus per novum testamentum liberati sumus. Huic 
haeresi Epiphanius Sampsaeos et Elcesaeos ita copulat ut sub eodem 
numero tamquam una sit haeresis ponat, aliquid tamen interesse 
significans. Quamvis et in consequentibus loquatur de illis, ponens 
eos sub numero suo. Eusebius vero Elcesaitarum sectam commemorans 
fidem in persecutione dicit negandam docuisse et in corde servandam. 


32 (p. 78) 


Elcesaeos et Sampsaeos hic tamquam ordine suo commemorat Epi- 
phanius, quos dicit a quodam pseudopropheta esse deceptos qui 
vocabatur Elci, ex cuius genere dua mulieres tamquam deas ab eis 
perhibet adoratas. Cetera Ebionaeis tenere similia. 


RUFINUS 


expos. symb., ed. Simonetti, in: CC (Ser. Lat.) XX 
ca. 404 


37 (p. 172) 


Multi enim et alu ecclesias congregarunt, ut Marcion ut Valentinus 
ut Ebion ut Manichaeus et ceteri omnes haereticl .............0cceeeeeees 
eee Concilium uanitatis est quod Ebion docet, ita Christo credi 
debere, ut circumcisio carnis et obseruatio sabbati et sacrificiorum 
solemnitas ceteraeque omnes obseruantiae secundum legis litteram 
teneantur. 


CASSIANUS 


de incarn. dom. c. Nest., ed. Petschenig, in: CSEL 17 
ca. 425 


I 2 (p. 237-238) 


Non noua enim sunt haec in ecclesiis monstruosi seminis germina. 
semper has dominici agri seges lappas sentesque tolerauit et assiduum 
in ea suffocatricis zizaniae germen emersit. hinc enim Hebionitae, 
hinc Sabelliani, hinc Arriani, hinc denique Eunomiani ... quorum 
primus Hebion, dum incarnationem dominicam nimis asserit, diuini- 
tatis eam coniunctione nudauit. 


TESTIMONIES — TRANSLATION 241 


the carnal mandates of the Law, viz. the circumcision of the flesh, 
and the other things from the burden of which we are liberated by 
the New Testament. Epiphanius connected the Sampsaeans and the 
Elkesaites with this heresy in such a way that he put them under 
the same heading as if it were one heresy although making clear 
that there is some difference. Though he also speaks about them later 
putting them under their own heading. Eusebius, however, mentioning 
the sect of the Elkesaites said that they taught that their faith must 
be denied during persecution but to be kept in their hart. 


32 


Epiphanius mentions the Elkesaites and Sampsaeans at this place 
according to this order. He says that they were deceived by a certain 
pseudo-prophet who was called Elci. He says that of his family two 
women are honoured like goddesses by them. For the rest they keep 
similar things as the Ebionites. 


RUFINUS 


expos. symb. 


37 


For many others also have set up churches like Marcion, Valentinus, 
Ebion and Manichaeus, Arius and all the other heretics. 

Ebion teaches a futile opinion because he says us to believe in Christ 
but also to keep the circumcision of the flesh, the observation of the 
Sabbath, the custom of the sacrifices and all the other ordinances 
according to the letter of the Law. 


CASSIANUS 


de incarn. dom. c. Nest. 


12 


For these germs of the monstrous seed in the churches are not new. 
Often the harvest of the field of the Lord endured burdock and thron- 
bushes and continuously the seed of the suffocating darnel sprang up. 
Here the Ebionites, there the Sabellians, here the Arrians, there the 
EKunomians ... of whom the first is Hebion who, although he maintained 
the incarnation of the Lord, stripped it of ist connection with the 
divinity. 
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I 2 (p. 238-239) 


nuper quoque, id est in diebus nostris, emersisse haeresim uenenosam 
ex maxima Belgarum urbe conspeximus, certi erroris, incerti nominis, 
quia, cum recenti capite ex antiqua Hebionitarum stirpe surrexerit ... 
solitarium quippe hominem dominum nostrum I[esum Christum 
natum esse blasphemans ... 


III 5 (p. 265-266) 


“Sed per Iesum Christum et deum patrem qui suscitauit eum a mor- 
tuis”.! ... excludens utique et phantasma Marcionis incarnatione uera 
et paupertatem Hebionis diuinitate perfecta ... 


V 10 (p. 318) 


Manichaeos extra ecclesiam est, quia Iesum deum tantum fuisse 
asserit, Hebion, quia hominem. 


PRAEDESTINATUS 
ed. Oehler, in: Corp. Haer. I 
ca. 430 
I 8 (p. 235) 


Octava haeresis Cerinthianorum, a Cerintho. Dicebant mundum 
ab angelis factum, carne circumcidi debere, veteris testamenti secun- 
dum litteram debere praecepta servari. Iesum hominem tantummodo 
fuisse; nec resurrexisse, sed adhuc resurrecturum esse memorabant. 
Hos in Galatia aeterno anathemate beatus apostolus Paulus condemna- 
vit. Hos denique tangit in sua epistola quam ad Galatas misit. 


I 9 (p. 235) 


Nona haeresis Nazarenorum, Filium quidem dei confitentur, omnem 
autem ritum veteris testamenti Iudaico more conservant. Hos docuit 
beatus apostolus Paulus debere spiritaliter scripturas advertere, et 
hos in ecclesiis Galatiae deprehendit, atque non consentientes doctrinae 
suae anathemati esse constituit. 


I 10 (p. 235) 


Decima haeresis Ebionaei. Hominem solum fuisse dominum Iesum 
Christum adserunt, et legis mandata more Iudaico custodienda consti- 


1 Gal. 1,1. 
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Recently, which means in our own days, we also saw that in a very 
large city of the Belgians there arosed a poisonous heresy. We are 
certain of the error, uncertain with regard to the name, because it 
came to light with a new head from the old stem of the Ebionites ... 
blasphemously asserting that our Lord Jesus Christ was born only 
as @ man ... 


III 5 
“But through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him from 


the dead ...” refuting therefore the phantasy of Marcion with a verit- 
able incarnation and the poverty of Ebion with a perfect divinity ... 


V 10 


Manichaeus is outside the Church because he maintained that Jesus 
was only God, Hebion because he maintained that he was only man. 


PRAEDESTINATUS 
18 


The eighth heresy is of the Cerinthians, from Cerinthus. They said 
the world had been made by angels, that the flesh must be circumcised 
and that the commandments of the Old Testament must be kept, 
according to the letter. Jesus was only man. He did not rise but they 
said that he will yet rise. The blessed apostle Paul condemned them 
with an eternal condemnation in Galatia. He finally alluded to them 
in his letter which he sent so the Galatians. 


I9 


The ninth heresy is of the Nazoraeans. They confess the Son of 
God, but they keep every rule of the Old Testament in the Jewish 
fashion. The blessed apostle Paul taught them that they had to focus 
their attention on the Scriptures in a spiritual way and he discovered 
them in the Churches of Galatia. And he decided, because they did not 
agree with his doctrine, that they were to be anathematized. 


T 10 


The tenth heresy is that of the Ebionites. They maintain that the 
Lord Jesus Christ was only a man and they declared that the command- 


244 TESTIMONIES — TEXT 


tuunt. Hos Lucas evangelista apud Antiochenam ecclesiam inveniens 
condemnavit, docens angelum dixisse ad Mariam ....... (Luke 1,35)...... 


I 32 (p. 243) 


Tricesima et secunda haeresis Helceseorum. Hos quidam Helchi 
nomine pseudopropheta decepit, ex cuius genere duas mulieres tan- 
quam deas ab eis perhibetur adoratas. Cetera Hebioneis similia tenere 
ab Epiphanio adseruntur. Hos Papias presbyter Achaiae obtinuit. 


MARIUS MERCATOR 


app. ad contradic. XII anath. Nest., MPL 48 
Ist half 5th cent. 


18 (c. 927B-928A) 


Ibi namque inter Samosatenum Paulum et Photinum, magistros 
suos (purgare se studens, tamquam ab eorum doctrina alienus), diffe- 
rentia quae sit molitus ostendere est, atque ita ait: ‘““Paulum quidem 
in eo quod dicit Christum hominem solum, et tunc initium habere, 
ex quo de Virgine natus est’’, etc. Quod totum impietatis malum Photi- 
ni ab Ebione magis stoico philosopho tractum est. 


14-15 (c. 9284/B) 


14. Hic tempore adhuc Joannis apostoli intra Asiam exstitit, et 
Christum hominem communem ex Joseph et Maria natum, et eum 
vitae merito omne humanum genus praeivisse, proque hoc in Dei Fiium 
adoptatum, ausus est praedicare, asserens se Matthaei, Marci et Lucae 
evangelistarum auctoritatem secutum. Quo tempore Joannes apostolus 
contra hunc condidit evangelium, quo praefatus ait, “in principio 
esse Verbum, et Verbum esse apud Patrem, et Deum esse verbum’’.! 
Postquam praefationem subdescendens, ut ostenderet quem illi tres 
Evangelistae hominem scripserant, esse etiam Deum ait: “Quod factum 
est, in illo vita est’’.2 Et post pauca: “Et Verbum caro factum est’’.3 

15. Hune itaque Ebionem philosophum secutus Marcellus Galata 
est; Photinus quoque, et ultimis temporibus Sardicensis Bonosus, 
qui a Damaso urbis Romae episcopo praedamnatus est. 


1 John 1,1. 
2 John 1,4. 
3 John 1,4. 
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ments of the Law have to be kept in the Jewish fashion. Luke the 
evangelist condemned them when he found them in the Antiochian 
Church, learning that an angel said to Mary ... 


I 32 


The thirty-second heresy is that of the Elkesaites. A man with the 
name Elxai, a pseudo-prophet has deceived them. It is said that of 
his family two women have been honoured as goddesses. Epiphanius 
said that they observed other things, like the Ebionites. Papias the 
presbyter of Greece had them in his diocese. 


MARIUS MERCATOR 
app. ad contradic. XII anath. Nest. 


13 


For here is a difference between Paul of Samosata and Photinus, 
his masters, (trying to free himself as if he has nothing to do with 
their doctrines) which he takes pain to show. And he says: “Paul in 
so far as he says that Christ is a mere man and began from the moment 
he was born from the virgin, etc.”. Because the whole wickedness 
of Photinus’ impiety was more due to Ebion, a Stoic philosopher. 


14-15 


At the time of John the apostle he lived in Asia, and he dared to 
preach that Christ was an ordinary man born of Joseph and Mary and 
that he excelled all the human race because of his meritorious life and 
that for this reason he had been adopted as the son of God, while he 
maintained that he followed the authority of the evangelists Matthew, 
Mark and Luke. At that time John the apostle composed a Gospel 
against him which starts with the words “In the beginning was the 
Word and the Word was with the Father and the Word was God”. 
In order to show about what kind of man the three evangelists wrote, 
he next said after the preface that he was also God: “All that has been 
made had life in him”. And somewhat later: “And the word became 
flesh”. Therefore Marcellus of Galatia followed this Ebion the philos- 
opher. Also Photinus and very recently the Sardinian Bonosus, who 
has been condemned by Damasus the bishop of the city of Rome. 
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THEODORET OF CYR 


eccl. hist., ed. Parmentier-Schiedweiler, in: GCS 
ca. 447 


I 4 35 (p. 17-18) 

IToAAG. r€éyew éxwv, ayamntol, wapépyopat, doprixov elvat vopicas 
did. wAevdvev SibacKdAovs ouddpovas tbromipvyioKew. avTot yap vpets 
Beodidaxroi eote, ovK ayvoobvTes Ott 7 evayxos emavacTaca TH 
éxxAnovaorixh evoeBeia SidacKadia *EBiwvds éort Kat “Apreud, Kat 

nA “A A 2A 4 TT iA lo Py , 9) A 
Cidkos Tob Kata “Avridyecav ITavAov tod Lapocaréws, ovvddw Kat 
Kpioe. TOV anavTaxob émoKxdmwy atoKynpuxbevTos THs exKAnoias’ ... 


V 11 3 (p. 298) 


> A a? b) 
Avabeparilopev Dwrewov, ds THv Tob’ EBiwvos aipeow avaxawilwv 
A v4 e “~ iw “a X, A , ? a M. a e > 4 
Tov KuUptov nua@v “Inootv Xpiorov povov éx THs Mapias wpoddyes. 


haer. fab., ed. MPG 83 
ca. 453 


prol. (c. 337D) 
Tavrns Sé ris aipécews ApEe pev °EBiwv, péxpe 5¢ Mapkéddov Kat 


Owrewot Tas duaddpous emruvotas édeEaro. 


prol. lib. II (c. 384C) 


Kai Kypwo ov &€ daovw, ’Iwdvvov rod rravevdypov TobT0 Getov avyypd- 


~ € a 
wavros EvayyéAov ért mepidvTos, TA THS OiKEias alpécews TrapacTrEipat 
Clava. 


II 1 (c. 388B-389A) 


Tavrnoi Sé rijs pddayyos hpfev ’EBiwv, tov mrwxov S€ ovrws 
*EBpaiot mpocayopevovaw. Odros éva pev Tov ayevyntov én mapamAn- 
ciws Hiv, Kai adrov edekew elvar tod Kdopou Syuouvpydv’ tov dé 
Kipuov *Inooiv Xpiorov é& *Iwond Kat ris Mapia dynoe yeyevvijoba, 
avOpwrov pev ovra, dperH Sé Kal Kalapornr tev GAAwv diadepovra: 
Kata d€ TOV Mwcatkov moArevovra vopov. Movov S€ ro xara ‘EBpaious 
EvayyéAvov Séxovra, tov dé *Amdotodov amoorarny Kadota. *’EK 
rovTwy wv SUupaxos, 6 Tv madaav Ipadyv éx tis ‘EBpaiwv pera- 
reBerxms eis tiv ‘EAAdda dwvynv. “AAAn dé wapa tavTnv ovppmopia, 
THY avTHY emwvupiav Exovoa: ’EBiwveis yap Kat odtot mpocayopevovrat: 
7a GAAa pev aGravta avvopodoyel Tots mporépots, Tov dé Swripa Kai 
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THEODORET OF CYR 
eccl. hast. 


I 4 35 


I have many things to say, beloved, but because I believe I cause 
weariness by further admonishing teachers who are of one mind with 
myself, I pass them by. You, having been taught of God, are not ignor- 
ant that the teaching against the religion of the Church, which has 
just arisen, is the same as that of Ebion and Artemas, and that it is the 
zeal of Paul of Samosata, bishop of Antioch, who was excommunicated 
by a council and judgment of all the bishops. 


V113 


We anathematize Photinus who, renewing the heresy of Ebion, 
confessed that our Lord Jesus Christ was only born of Mary. 


haer. fab. 
prol. 


Ebion started this heresy and up to Marcellus and Photinus his 
remarkable opinions were accepted. 


prol. lab. IT 


And they say that Cerinthus sowed the darnel of his own heresy 
at the time that the praiseworthy John was still living and had written 
his divine gospel. 


II 1 


Of this group Ebion is the first, for thus the Hebrews call the “poor 
one”. He said that there is one Unborn, similar to what we say, and 
he announces that he is the Creator of the world. But the said that the 
Lord Jesus Christ was born of Joseph and Mary, but as man excelled 
all others in virtue and purity. They live according to the Mosaic Law. 
They accept the Gospel of the Hebrews only. The apostle Paul they 
call an apostate. To them belonged Symmachus who translated the 
old Scripture from the Hebrew into the Greek language. Apart from 
this is another group with the same name because they also are called 
Ebionites. In all other things they agree with these mentioned above 
but they say that the Saviour and Lord was born of a virgin. They 
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, 9 , ~ , 9 , A ~ A 
Kupiov éx ITapbévouv yeyevvijabai dnow. EvdayyeAiw 5€ 7H kata Mar- 
Batov Kéypnvrat wovw, Kai TO pev LdBBarov xara Tov lovdatwv tipaor 
vopov, THv dé Kuptaxny Kxaliepotor trapamAnciws Hpiv. 


II 2 (c. 389A) 


a b ) A ~ 
Oi 5¢ Nalwpator *Lovdaioi eior, rov Xprorov tyn@vtes Ws avOpwrrov 
ou A aA 4 A 4 9 , , 
ixatov, Kal T@ KaXdovpéevw Kata Ilétpov EvdayyeXw Keypynpevor. 
T , aA A e * aA 4, e 9 , 
avTas ovoTivar Tas atpeoets Aopetiavot Baotrevovros 6 EvaéBios 
” A 4 , > A e , A Ul 
eipnxe. Kara tovtwv ovveypaisev *Iovativos 6 diAdcodos Kai paprtus, 
A 9 A e A > , , 4 9 , 
kat Kipnvaios 6 ta&v amoatoAwy diddoyos, Kal ’Qpvyévns. 


II 3 (c. 389A/C) 


A A A 9 A 4 A la e + S > +2 
Kara 5€ tov avrov ypdvov cat Kypwlos érépas Fpfev aipécews. 
e A 
Osdros év Alytatw mreiorov Statpipas ypdvov, Kal tas diAoaddous 
A 9 , e 9 A ? , bd , A A 3 , 
mawevbeis émotHpuas, UaTepov eis THY Aciav adikero, Kai Tovs oikeious 
@ A 9 “A 9 , , ? , "E , A e C4 
pabytras ék THs olkelas mpoonyopias wropaoww. Edidake b€ obros, Eva 
A t A ~ 5A @ A 9 > A oe t aA , } A 
pev elvat Tov THv GAwv Oeov, odk adrov dé elvat Tob Kdapov Snuoupyov, 
> ~ > 
aAAa Suvdpets Tias KEeywpliopévas, Kal TravTeA@s avTov ayvoovcas. 
Tov *Inootv S€, rots ‘EBpaiots wapamAnciws, épnoe cata vow e€ 
bd 5 A “A Q A A aA *T A A “A M , 
avdpos yeyevvnoba: Kat yuvarkos, Tod “Iwond Kai tis Mapias, owdpo- 
a > A A 
otvn dé, Kai Suxatoovvn, Kai tots dAXows ayabots dStampéar. Tov dé 
A A a ~ 
Aptorov ev elder teprotepas avwOev eis adrov KaTeAetv, Kai THviKadTa 
TOV ayvoovpevov KnpvEat Deov, Kai Tas avaypamrous emredéoa Oavpa- 
toupyias. Kara dé tov tod mdfous Katpov, amoorhvat pev tov Xptotov, 
A A UA e A A ? ~ e A 3 , A e 
To d€ mdOos dropetvar tov "Incoiv. Odtos Kai amoKxadvibers twas ws 
¢) A 4 9 , 4 3 aA , , 
avtTos Tefeapévos érAdoato, Kai ametAdv tivwr didacKaXias ovvebynke, 
A ~ , A a ” > 7 ” A ~ 
kat tod Kupiov tiv Baowreiav edynoev emiyerov ececbar: Kai Bowdow 
A 4 & 4 A , > , A , A 
Kal mdow wvreipotrdAnce, Kai diAydovias epavrdabyn, Kai ydpous, Kat 
O@uaias, Kal éopras, év “IepovoaAnp teAovpévas, kai Tadra emi ytAlots 
»” , ~ A ” , aA , A 
éreat TeAcobrjoco8a. Toootrov yap mero KabéEev tot Kupiov rhv 
, A 4 A t) 4 e 9¢@ 4 3 > A 
Baotreiav. Kara rovrov 5€é od povov ot mpoppyGevres ovveypasav, adda 
A é A Vai A YA , > on >AAX } , 3 , 
avv Kelvois Kal I'dios, cat Atovdauos 6 Tijs e€avdpewv émioKomos. 
aA @ e lA > lA e 9 > A , : 
Totrov, ws paow, 6 Deoréotos "Iwavvyns 6 edayyeAtaTrns Aovdpevov 
4 , A A ) A > 39¢ a ~ ~ ‘ 
Geacdpevos: cuveBn yap Kal adrov &:° appwortiay xpjoGat 7@ Badaveiw: 
@ , t > 56 A } A Kh a] ~ A a , 
vywpev, elev, evredbev, pr) dua Kypwlov rot Badavetou zecovtos, 
THs BAGBns Kai jets cupperdoxwperv. 


II 7 (c. 393A/B) 


a & aA > #7 ” 
Oi Sé ’EAkeoaio, é« twos *EXkeoat tis aipéoews ap£avtros THv 
, A , 9. } 4, e + 0 3 , A 
apoonyopiav AaBovtes, ek Staddpwvr aipecewv pvGous Eepaviadevor, THV 
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use the Gospel of Matthew only. They also honour the Sabbath accord- 
ing to the Jewish Law but the Lord’s day they hallow as we do. 


II 2 


The Nazoraeans are Jews. They honour Christ as a righteous man 
and use the so-called Gospel according to Peter. Eusebius said that 
these heresies originated during the time of the emperor Domitian. 
Against those Justin the philosopher and martyr has written, as also 
Trenaeus, the successor of the apostles and Origen. 


II 3 


At the same time Cerinthus started an other heresy. He had spent 
a considerable time in Egypt. He had been instructed in the philoso- 
phical sciences. Later he came to Asia. He called his own pupils 
after his own name. He taught that there is one God over all who 
is not the creator of the world. It was created by some powers 
removed from him who did not even know him at all. Like the 
Hebrews he said that Jesus has been born in a natural way from 
@ man and a woman, Joseph and Mary, but that he excelled in 
insight and righteousness and all other good things. Christ had descend- 
ed upon him in the form of a dove. Next he preached the unknown 
God and performed well known miracles. At the time of his suffering 
Christ left him and Jesus endured the passion. He also invented 
some revelations as if he had seen them himself and he composed 
doctrines about certain horrors. He also said that the Kingdom of the 
Lord would be upon earth. And he dreamt of food and drink and he 
also invented delights, marriages, sacrifices and banquets which would 
be celebrated in Jerusalem and said that they would last a thousand 
years. So long he believed the Kingdom of the Lord would last. Against 
him have written not only those mentioned above but with them also 
Gaius and Dionysius, the bishop of Alexandria. This one, it is said, 
saw the divine John the evangelist when he was bathing. For it happen- 
ed that when he was taking a bath because of ill-health, he said: 
Let us go away from here lest the bath-house collapse because of 
Cerinthus and we also be swept away by the small disaster. 


II 7 


The Elkesaites having taken their name from a certain Elkesai 
who started a heresy, collected their stories from different heresies 
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3 ld ~ 3 A 
otxeiav ovvrebeikaor tAdvyv. Kai wepl pev tiv Tav GAwy apxnv cuudw- 
lo a a ~ € Ul 
vodow npiv.“ Eva yap ayévvntov déyovat, Kal todrov THv amavTwv 
“a A A A 4 
Kkadodo. Anpiovpyov. Xpiorov b€ ody eva Aéyovary, adda Tov pev avw, 
Tov 5€ KdTw* Kal TooTov mdAat TroAXOts evpKynKévat, DoTEepov S€ KaTeE- 
A A @ 4 A A ivf a A A bd ~ a t , A de 
nAvbévar- tov dé *Inootv aoré pév ex rod Oeod elvai dynot, wore Se 
“A A a A be A } b , , "Ee; LAA de 
mvedpa Karel, tote Se taplévov eoynkévar untépa. Ev addots 6€ ovy- 
ypappacw ovdé TobTo. Kai roitov Sé wddw petevowpatotoba, Kat 
9 »” +4 4, 4 A > A , , 
els adAAa iévar owpata A€yet, Kal Kal’ Exaorov Karpov Siadopws deik- 
°E PSY aA de A PSY 4 3 r , A ; 4 
vuoba. "Emwdais 5€ Kai Satpdvewv émxdAjnoeot Kat odtor Kéxpnvrat, 
A , 9 4 ~ ~ , e , "9 A ld de A 
Kat Bartiopaow émi TH TMV oTOLYEiwv Gpwodoyia. *Aaortpodroyiay dé, Kal 
payiknv, Kat pabynpaticny nomdlovro mAdvnv, Kal mpoyvwortikods 
e A 4 A A 9 , ~ 9 , A 
€avTovs mpoonydpevov. Tov dé “Amdorodov travTeAds npvnOnoav: Kat 
BiBrov S€é twa ovvrebeixaow, Hv éx TOV ovpavav Edacay TETTWKEVAL. 
T V4 A 3 , ” e aA , > «@ e Xi A 
avTns TOV aknKodTa adeow apapti@v AapPavew map’ yv 6 Xpiotos 
25 , Ki A 4 “a > + >Q , , 1A. AD 
eéOwpnoato. Kara ravrns tis aipécews ’"Qpvyévns ovveyparev adnbas. 
F aA 
Suvexpornoe Sé avrnv *AdkiBiddyns, &€ "Arrapeias tis Lupias dppw- 
pevos. 


II 11 (c. 397B) 


Ovdé yap Bpayd tovtwy Sdi€uewe Aeixavov: od Kypwhiavdv, ov« 
’EBuwvéwrv, od Beodotiavav, odk *EAKecaiwv ... 


V 11 (c. 488D-489A) 

‘O 5é Kipw8os tov péev "Inooty é€ *Iwond cai Mapias éfnoe yevvn- 
Ojvat Kata Tov Kowov TOV avOpwmrwv vopov, avwhev dé Tov Xpiorov 
KateAnAvOora émi tov “Inootv. *EPiwvaior dé, Kai Meodoriavoi, Kai 
> A A ‘ b ” > 3 ? a 
Aprepwrviavot, Kai Pwrewiavoi, yurov avOpwirov eipyKaotw é€x Tis 
IIap@évov rov Xprorov yeyevvijcGa. 


PSEUDO-HEGEMONIUS 


acta archelat, ed. Beesson, in: GCS 
425/450 


LXVIII (p. 98-99) 


Hoc defuncto (scil. Basilides) aliae rursum multae diversae hereses 
ebullierunt, quae divinitatem Christi negantes tantummodo confiten- 
tur humanitatem eius ex Maria. Ex quibus est Cerinthus, Ebion et 
nunc Fotinus, qui eorum heresim instauravit. 
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and composed their own mistaken creed. They agree with us about the 
beginning of all things. For they say that there is one Unborn and they 
call him the creator of all things. They say that Christ is not one, but 
was partly from above and partly from below. Earlier he had already 
lived in many persons and in the end he came down. Sometimes he 
says that Jesus is from God, then he calls him a Spirit and then again 
he says that he had a virgin as mother. In other books he does not 
say this. He says that he went from one body to another and that he 
went into other bodies and that he showed himself differently each 
time. They use incantations and call upon demons in their hymns and 
they also used baptisms while they invoke the elements. They indulge 
in astrology, magic and mathematical errors. They say that they possess 
pre-vision. They deny completely the apostle. They put together 
a certain book of which they say it fell from heaven. Whoever obeyed 
it, receives the forgiveness of sins, different from the forgiveness 
Christ has given. Against thisheresy Origen has written truly. Alcibiades 
coming from Apamea in Syria adhered to it. 


IT 11 


And a remnant of these did a long time remain neither of the Cerin- 
thians, nor of the Ebionites, nor of the Theodotiansand the Elkesaites ... 


Vil 

Cerinthus said that Jesus was born of Joseph and Mary according 
to the general law of mankind, but from heaven Christ descended 
upon Jesus. The Ebionites, the Theodotians, the Artemonians and the 
Photinians said that Christ had been born as a mere man of the virgin. 


PSEUDO HEGEMONIUS 


acta archelar 


LXVIII 


After his death many other diffferent heresies welled up again which 
denied the godhead of Christ and only accepted his humanity being 
from Mary. Of these are Cerinthus, Ebion and at this time Photinus 
who renewed their heresy. 
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HILARIUS ARELATENSIS 


expos. in eprst. cathol., ed. Hamman, in: MPL suppl. III 
ca. 440? 


I Joh. 1,1 (c. 116) 


“Quod fuit ab initio”; id contra Ebionem et Cherinthum. et Photi- 
num et Sabellum et Arrium. haec dicta componit. qui Christum ante 
Mariam non fuisse dixerunt. 


EUGYPPIUS ABBAS AFRICANUS 


thesaurus, ed. MPL 62 
2nd half 5th cent. 


CCXXVI (c. 888B) 


Sicut illi qui se christianos Nazarenos vocant, et more judaico car- 
nalia praeputia circumcidunt; nati haeretici, ex illo errore in quem 
Petrus devians a Paulo revocatus est, in hoc adhuc usque persistunt. 


GENNADIUS MASSILIENSIS 


de eccl. dogm., ed. Oehler, in: Corp. Haer. I 
end 5th cent. 


IT (p. 336) 


Natus est ergo dei filius ex homine, et non per hominem, id est non 
ex viri coitu, sicut Hebion dicit, sed carnem ex virginiscorpore trahens... 


XXII (LII) (p. 348) 


Neque enim credendum est eos fuisse baptizatos qui non in nomine 
patris et filii et spiritus sancti iuxta regulam a domino positam tincti 
sunt: ...... vel Christum hominem fuisse absque deo, ut Cerinthus, 
Hebion, Artemon et Photinus. 


XXV (LV) (p. 349) 

In divinis repromissionibus nihil terrenum vel transitorium expecte- 
mus, sicut Meletiani sperant, non nuptiarum copulam, sicut Cerinthus 
et Marcion delirant ... 
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HILARIUS ARELATENSIS 


expos. in epist. cath. 


I Joh. 1,1 


“What was from the beginning’. This is against Ebion, Cerinthus, 
Photinus, Sabellius and Arrius. These words he composed. They said 
that Christ did not exist before Mary. 


EUGYPPUS ABBAS AFRICANUS 


thesaurus 


CCXXVI 


Like those who call themselves Nazarene Christians and circumcise 
the carnal foreskin in a Jewish way, they are born heretics. Peter 
was called back by Paul from this error when he deviated into it. 
In this they persist up to the present day. 


GENNADIUS MASSILIENSIS 


de eccl. dogm. 


2 


The Son of God, therefore, is not born of a man and not by a man; 
which means not from the intercourse of man, as Hebion said, for he 
took flesh from the body of a virgin. 


22 (52) 

But one must also not believe that those have been baptized who 
have not been immersed in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit according to the rule set by the Lord: ... or that Christ 
had become man separated from God, as Cerinthus, Hebion, Artemon 
and Photinus. 


25 (55) 
Let us expect from the divine promises nothing earthly or transitory 


such as the Melitani hope, nor nuptial bonds such as Cerinthus and 
Marcion are raving about ... 
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KOLNER-CODEX 


ed. Henrichs-Koenen, in: Zevtschr. f. Papyr. u. Epigraph. 5,2 
5th cent. 


94,1-95,14 (p. 135-136) 


5) , A ~ , a_+h > A 4 ] ~ 
el Tou Trept TOD Bamtiopatos KaTnyopeEiTe pov, ldov mdaAw éx Tod 
4 e A U ec a A ? ? , aA 3 4 a 
vowov vua@v Setkvupe dpiv Kai €€ éxeivwv Tav amoKadudbévTwv Tots 
iG e A @ e) } 4 ? A iC i] } 4 A >AA aA 
petloow buadv, ore ov déov éeori Bamrilecbar. Seikvucr yap ’Adyacatos 
6 apxnyos Tov vopouv budv: Topevopevov yap avtod AovoacBar eis 
Ydara eixwv avdpos WdOn adrau ex ths wy[y]a[s] rev bddtwv Aéyov- 
A 9 4 b) e) Ud ” A a s 4, 
[ca] mpos atrév: ,,odK adfrdp]kws exer ta Cd cov [mAn|rrew pe, 
GAAa Kai [adros] ov Katamovets [...Jov Kai ra b[dard pov a]oePets,,, 
¢ 4 A >AA aA A > aA A t) 4, Ps e 4 
wo [re Pavpdofa: tov *AAyal[oatov Kai ei]metv mpos adriy: ,,7 Tropveia 
Kal 4 puaporns Kat 4% axafapcia rot Kéopou émuppinretai cou Kal 
9 3 a 9 9 ? A A aA ” A ? 4 9 A a 
ovK amavdds, ém éuot dé AuTi,,. Epn mpos adTov’ ,,el Kal ovToL 
A 
TaVTES ODK eyvwody pe, Tis TUyydvw, od 6 ddoKwy Adtpns elvar Kat 
4 A 4 3 bd A 4 A 4, A 4 @ A e 
Sixatos, dua Tl odK edvAakds pou THY TYLHy,,; Kal ToTE KWDe[is o] 
a > 1 @ 
*Adyacatos odk edovo[a]ro eis ta VdarTa. 


96,6-16 (p. 143) 


e a 3 a A @ A b] aA Ud @ 4 
»heis KaKelva Ta VoaTa Ta ev THL Oaddoon Ev Tuyydvopev. FADES 
obv Kal évraida dauaprjnoa Kat mAngat Huds,,. mavu dé Tpowacas Kal 
kwOels 6 “AAyacaios tov mn[Afov rov emi tis KepalAq]s adrod etacev 


Enpav[ 07 ]vac. 


96,21-97,10 (p. 147) 


éfbeySalro 8°) yj Ajéyouvca a[i7G,scil. *AAyacaiw]: ,,[ri mp]é[r]7 
[e]re( 2) &€ nod [rH ]v epyaciav tudv,, ; [6 5Jé “Adxacatos SeEduevos 
yoiv ex THs ys éxetvyns Tis AaAnodons mpos adrdov, KAaiwv KarepiAnce 
Kal ereOnke TH KOATIN Kal HpEalTo] A€yew: ,,avTH EoTiV 7 adpE Kal 
alua rod Kupiov pov,,. 


97,11-17 (p. 146) 

Edn Sad mddAw drt edpev rods palnras adtrot “Adyacatos mérrovras 
dptous, Ws Kai AaAjoar tov dprov mpos tov [’AA]xacaiov. ds Sé 
9 , 4 4, 

évete[iAa]to pnnére trérre[v]. 
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KOLNER-CODEX 
94, 1-95, 14 


If you accuse me concerning baptism, see, again I show you from 
your Law and from what had been revealed to your leaders that it is 
not necessary to baptize oneself. For this is shoun by Alchasaios the 
founder of your Law. When he came to wash himself in the water, 
a vision appeared to him of a man in the fountain who said to him: 
“Is it not sufficient that your living beings beat me? You also ill-treat 
(me) and you sin against my waters’. Therefore, Alchasaios was 
astonished and said to it: ‘‘The fornication, the dirth and the impurity 
of the world is cast upon you and you do not forbid it, but you com- 
plain of it to me’. And it said to him: ‘Even if everybody does not 
know who I am, you who claim to be a servant of God and a righteous 
man, why did you not honour me? Thereupon Alchasaios was moved 
and did not wash himself in the waters. 


96, 6-16 
‘We and those waters in the sea are one. You, then, have come here 


to sin and to ill-treat us’. Alchasaios started to tremble vehemently 
and was moved and let the dirt dry upon his head. 


96, 21-97, 10 
The earth opened its mouth and said to him: “Why do you earn 
your living out of me?” And Alchasaios took dust from the earth 


that spoke to him, cried, kissed it and laid it in his lap and began to 
say: “This is the flesh and the blood of my Lord.” 


97, 11-17 


“(Mani) said again that when Alchasaios found his pupils baking 
bread, the bread spoke to Alchasaios. And he ordered them to stop 
baking. 
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PRIMASIUS 


comm. in apoc., in: MPL 68 
ca. 550 


prol. lab. I (c. T96C) 


Postea vero Evangelium scripsit, cum eum post Domitiani mortem 
exsilio liberum multorum precaretur congregatio sacerdotum, ne falso- 
rum praedicatorum labe decipi sinisset ignaros. Valentinus enim, Cerin- 
thus et Ebion multos suos falsitatibus irretire jam coeperant, quibus 
jure cassandis veri Evangelii fuerat novitate resistendum. 


CASSIODORUS 
hist. eccl. tripart., ed. Jacob-Hanslik, in: CSEL 71 
+ 583 
I 14 (p. 61) 


Vos ipsi enim estis divinitus eruditi non ignorantes, quia doctrina, 
quae nuper contra pietatem surrexit ecclesiasticam, Ebionis est et 
Artemonis et zelus Pauli Samosateni de Antiocha synodali omnium 
episcoporum ab ecclesia pulsi. 


IX 16 V (p. 519) 


Anathematizamus Photinum, qui Ebionis heresem renovans domi- 
num nostrum Jesum Christum solum ex Maria confitetur. 


TIMOTHY PRESBYTER OF CONSTANTINOPLE 


de recept. haer., ed. MPG 86 I 
ca. 600 


c. 28B/C 
TlTepi * EBiovaiwv. 

Ostrow ramewa rept Xptotod So€dlovar. Purov yap adrov Kai Kowov 
e ~ ” A A ” a, > bd A 
nyodvrat avOpwirov, Kata mpoKomnv AOovs dedixarwpevov: €€ avdpos 
dé Kowwvias Kal THs Mapias yeyevijobar. Kat maoa dé at aipéoes 
~ , A Ka e€ 4 A K , \ 9 A 
Totvto Aéyovot: Kai odtos, 6 Kypwios Kat Kapzoxparns to avto 
A€yovar Kal dpovotow. “Obev Kali rrwyxot dvoudlovra. Toiro yap Kat 
mapa Tots ‘EBpaios dvoudlerat ’ EBuovaios. *AAAG kai Soxjoe: yeveoBat 
+ \ 4 A b] 4 > \ ? ? A eA 
avOpwrov tov Kupiov, Kal émAexPevra exdexrov, Kat éxAoynv viov 
Oeoi KdnPévra amo Tod dvwhev eis abtrov jKovtos Xpiotod ev cider 
A @ 2O\ ¥ , .2 , \ oo 
meptorepas. Odro. ovd€e epipvyov tpwyouvaw: epwrwpevor dé, Atari ov 
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PRIMASIUS 


comm. in apoc. 


prol. lb. I 


Next, however, he wrote the Gospel since a group of priests bade 
him to do so, he being freed from exile after the death of Domitian, 
lest he permitted those who were ignorant to be deceived by the 
destructive action of the false preachers. For Valentinus, Cerinthus and 
Ebion already began to ensnare many of their followers with their 
lies which had to be withheld by the newness of the true Gospel, 
because they deserve to be annihilated. 


CASSIODORUS 


hast. eccl. tropart. 
I 14 


For you yourselves are taught by God and are not ignorant that 
the doctrine which not long ago stood up against the ecclesiastical 
piety is prompted by Ebion, Artemon and the zeal of Paul of Samosata 
from Antioch, banished from the Church by the Synod of all the bishops. 


IX 16 V 


We anathematize Photinus who renewing the heresy of Ebion, 
asserted that our Lord Jesus Christ was from Mary only. 


TIMOTHY PRESBYTER OF CONSTANTINOPLE 
de recept. haer. 


28 B/C 


About the Ebionites. They have poor ideas about Christ. For they 
suppose him to be a mere man like others, justified by his progress 
in his way of life, and born of the intercourse of a man and Mary. And 
all heresies say this. Cerinthus and Carpocrates also say and believe 
the same thing. Therefore they are called “poor ones”. For this is the 
significance of the word Ebionite among the Hebrews. But they also 
say that this man became the Lord in appearance and that he was 
called the chosen one, named son of God according to election from on 
high when Christ came upon him in the form of a dove. They do not 
eat meat and when they were asked why they did not, they say: It is 
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4 ? 4 A > ’ A > , 4 > 
tpwyere> “Ered, daciv, €k avvovoias Kal émpigews owpatwy evar 
A A “A aA 
avTa, Ota TodTO ov peTradAapBdavopev adrav. 


c. 280-29A 
ITepi KnpivOovu, ad’ 03 nai Kynpwtavol.”AAAo &€ A€yovow ort ’ EBio- 


vatos é€o7t. 
Odtos Aéyer ws bi” atroxadvpbewv peydrAwv bv? ayyéAwy Sedevrypevwv. 
Pevddpmevos érevadyer, Aéywv pera tHv avdoracw émiyerov elvar ro 
, ~ ~ A U ? a A e a A € 
BactAaov tod Xpiorod: Kai maAw émiOvpias Kat Adovais rHv “Tepov- 
cadnp THY KaTa OdpKa TroALTEVOpevnY apiOnov yiALovTaeTias ev yapw 
e ~ ~ 4 Ud A A rd A ¢ 4 
eopTtins mAavav déyer yevéoBar. Paci dé date kat 6 aytos IToAvKapzros 
Ld A , ? , A b a 9 , 
elev, OTe mroTé Aovopevov év Badavetw tot evayyedoTob *Iwavvov, 
4 o A 4 4 3 ~ ~ , A a 
pabdovros ott Kat Kijpwos Aoverat anomndijoat Tob to70v Kal duyety, 
Tapaivobvros Tots per avtov, Diywpyev, uy Kai To Badavetov ouptéon, 
wv »” , a A > , >? A A , A 4 
evdov ovtos KnpivOou trot ris adnbetas éxyPpot, Kat AGB Tos mavTas. 
Davi dé tt odTos THv Tapayny eipydoato, GTE oi Epi IdnwBov yeypa- 
> > 4 @ °E. e A I-A 4 e ~~ ‘O 
gaow els “Avridyerav, ore “EE judy é€7Aov tapdccovtes Huds. 
autos 6€ kal t@ ITérpw Svexpivero wept tot Kopvyiiov. “Adore 
5 A 4 A 4 ” ~ ~ ae ~ 4 > ¢ 4 
é xat kata IlavXov airios Tis Tapayjs Tob tepod yeyovev év ‘IepoaoAv- 
@ > , Ki A A X, A de A 4 An A 4 de 
foots OTe exeiparo. Kai tov Xpiorov b€ Aéyer oravpwHjvar péev pHTw dE 
> 4 4 \ > »* @ 1 ¢ 4 a > 4 
eynyepOat, weAAew de avioracba, OTe Kat 7 KaOdAov yiverat avdoTaots. 


c. 32B 


ITepit ‘ EAxeoatrav. 

Odrot abetoioi twa amo mdons tis Deias Ipadis. Kéypynvrar dé 
pyro maAw azo te ITadads cai Néas. Tov ’Amdorodov rédeov abetob- 
Mu , A A 3 a 3 , > , ¢ A 4 
ow. “Er Aéyovot kal To apvetobar adiddopov efvar: Kai 6 pév voroas, 

~ 4 9 3 , 3 la ~ A a 9 a , , 
T@ ordpate [ev] avayKats apvioetar, TH Se Kapdia ovdyt. BiBAov dé 
Tia mpodepovow, é€€ ovpavod KaTamentwKevat A€yovTes, Kal TOV 
axnkooTa €xeivns Kal muoTevovta, ageow AjpeoIa THY dpapTnudTwr: 
GAAnv S€é ddeciv dacw éabFva, wap’ Hv “Inoots Xpioros 6 eds Hudv 

apiKev. 


ex Nic. pand., ed. MPG 86 I 
2 (c. 69A/B) ; 


Kai ot péev Bamrilopevor, eiow otde- ... “EBuwvaiou Kypw6avol, 
of amo KnpivOov: ... >EXxeoatrac: ... 
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from the coming together and intermingling of bodies, therefore we 
do not partake of it. 


28 C-29 A 


With regard to Cerinthus, from whom came the Cerinthians. Others 
say that he is an Ebionite. He says that he has been shown great 
revelations by angels. Being deceitful he introduces the idea that 
after the resurrection there will be a kingdom of Christ on earth. 
Next he says mistakingly that Jerusalem according to the flesh will 
live in lusts and pleasures for a thousand years of marriagefeast. It 
is said that the holy Polycarp said: When the evangelist John was 
once bathing in the bath-house upon a time and learned that Cerinthus 
was also bathing, he left the place and flew away, warning those 
who were with him: Let us flee lest the bath-house collapse since Cerin- 
thus the enemy of the truth is inside — and he took them all with him. 
It is said that he brought about a disturbance when those around 
James wrote to Antioch: Some of us have gone out to disturb us. 
He also condemned Peter with regard to Cornelius. At another time 
he was also the cause of a disturbance against Paul in the temple in 
Jerusalem when he had shaved himself. He also says that Christ was 
crucified but has not yet risen again but will raise when the general 
resurrection takes place. 


32 B 


About the Elkesaites. They reject some parts of the entire holy 
Scripture. But they quote sentences from the Old and New Testament. 
They reject the Apostle completely. They also say that to deny their 
faith is of no importance. And he who deliberately denies with his 
mouth when he is in distress, does not do so with his heart. They 
present some book of which they say that it has fallen from heaven 
and that the one who ever has obeyed and believed it, has received 
forgiveness of sins. They say that another forgiveness is permitted 
apart from the one Jesus Christ our God grants us. 


ex Nic. pand. 


And those who are baptized are these ... the Ebionites, the Cerin- 
thians, who come from Cerinthus ... the Elkesaites. 
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ISIDORUS OF SEVILLE 
de haer. lub., ed. Vega, in: Script. Eccl. V 
625/635 
VIII (p. 27) 


Carpocratiani dicunt hominem fuisse tantummodo Christum de 
utroque sexu creatum, et resurrectionem non recipiunt. Hoc et Ebioni- 
tae et Theodotiani secuntur. 


TX (p. 27) 


Cerinthiani similia putant. Resurrexisse etiam Christum abnegant. 
Mille quoque annos post resurrectionem in carnis uoluptate libidinique 
futuros adfirmant. 


X (p. 27) 

Nazaraei Christum deum dicunt et carnaliter Testamentum uetus 
accipiunt. 
XI (p. 27) 


Ebionitae Christum hominem (tantummodo) dicunt et carnaliter 
legem accipiunt. 


quaest. in vet. test. in Lev., ed. MPL 83 
625/636 


XI 7 (c. 328B) 


In carne et cute gerunt lepram, qui carnalia vel exteriora suadere 
conantur, ut Cerinthiani, qui resurrectionem futuram in carnis volup- 
tate existimant; ... 


etym. lb., ed. Oehler, in: Corp. Haer. I 
625/636 


VIII VI 8 (p. 304) 


Cerinthiani a Cerintho quodam nuncupati. Hi inter cetera circum- 
cisionem observant, mille annos post resurrectionem in voluptate 
carnis futuros praedicant. Unde et Graece Chiliastae, Latine Milliastae 
sunt appellati. 


VIII VI 9 (p. 304) 


Nazarei dicti qui dum Christum, qui a vico Nazareus est appellatus, 
filium dei confiteantur, omnia tamen veteris legis custodiunt. 
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ISIDORUS OF SEVILLE 
de haer. lib. | | 


VIll 


The Carpocratians say that Christ was only man created from both 
sexes and they do not accept the resurrection. This heresy is also follow- 
ed by the Ebionites and the Theodotians. 


IX 


The Cerinthians accept similar things. They also deny that Christ 
rose from the dead. They assert also that there will be a thousand years 
after the resurrection (spent) in voluptuousness and lust of the flesh. 


xX 

The Nazoraeans say that Christ is God and interpret the Old Testa- 
ment carnally. 
XI 

The Ebionites say that Christ is (only) man and accept the Law 
carnally. 


quaest. in vet. test. in Lev. 


XI 7 


They bear leprosy in their flesh and skin who try to propagate carnal 
and exterior things like the Cerinthians who believe that the coming 
resurrection will be in voluptuousness. 


etym. lab. 
VIII VI 8 


The Cerinthians are so called after a certain Cerinthus. Among 
other things these observe circumcision and preach that there will be 
a thousand years after the resurrection spent in fleshly voluptuousness. 
Therefore they are called in Greek Chiliasts and in Latin Millenarians. 


VIII VI 9 


Although the so-called Nazoraeans confess that Christ who is called 
Nazareus after the village, is the Son of God, they nevertheless keep, 
everything of the old Law. 
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VIII VI 37 (p. 306) 


Ebionitae ab Ebione dicti, sive a paupertate. Christum enim per 
profectum solum verum iustum putant effectum. Unde competenter 
Ebionitae pro paupertate appellati sunt. Hi Semiiudaei sunt, et ita 
tenent evangelium, ut legem carnaliter servent. Adversus quos ad 
Galatas apostolus scribens invehitur. 


VIII VI 38 (p. 306) 


Photiniani a Photino de Gallograecia, Sirmii episcopo, nuncupati, 
qui Ebionitarum haeresim suscitans asseruit Christum a Maria per 
Ioseph nuptiali coitu fuisse conceptum. 


CHRONICON PASCHALE 


ed. Dindorf 
629 


252C/D (p. 471-72) 
T, oe ~ A ~ 5 A . , Du e ~ 
patavot Kara Xpiotiavav dwwypov Kiwyoavros Lipwy o Tob 
KrXewra, ris év ‘IepocoAvpous exxAnaias érioxomos yevomevos, éuaptu- 
a > aA ? > 4 9 a ¢ ~ A € 4 ~ 
pycev, yevopevos éerayv pk’, emt “Arrixod brarixot diaBAneis bro taév 
~ 0 o A ~ , ee e b) , 
THs potpas KypivOov Kai trav Aeyopévwy Nixodaitwv, ws od pdvov 
l4 b] 4 ‘ e > A ~ ~ , A € , a > AV 
Xpwotiaves, GAAG Kat ws amo THv TOD yévous AaPid tadpywyv, ds ext 
mAeioTras Hpepas aixiobets, Kat adtov tov Siuxaorny Kal tTovs zept 
avrov Ta péytora KatamAnéas, TH ToD otavpot mabe. mrapamAjovov 
Tov Kupiov TéAos amnveyKaro. 
> A aA 4 € , e a 9 4 e > é 
Emi r&v mpokerpéevwr trdtwv 7 Tov’ EBiwvaiwy aipeois éyvwpilero, 
A A ~ ~ , A , A 4 A 
MTwWYXa TEpt TOU Xpiorod So€dlovoa, py elvas A€yovoa tov Xprorov mpo 
> 27 bE > 9 9» , 3¢7 aA e + b) ~ A b , 
aidvwy, add’ én’ éoydtwv, afiav Tis aipécews adTav THY dvopmaciav 
9 4 > a 4 , ¢ , 
eiAndores’ “EBiwvaior yap mrwyot épynvevovrar. 


GEORGIUS MONACHUS 


chron. breve, ed. MPG 110 
638/39 


II 135 (c. 525B/C) 


OvncKke: 5é ‘Adptavov mpoyerprodpevos Baciréa. Emi adrot Lupedv 
e 


~ 4 9 
6 tot Kiedra 6 év ‘IepocoAdpous émrioxoros Kat “Iyvdrios 6 beoddpos 
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VIII VI 37 


The Ebionites are named after Ebion or poverty. For they think 
that Christ became truly righteous by progress in virtue only. There- 
fore they are suitable called Ebionites because of their poverty. They 
are half-Jews and they keep the Gospel in such a way that they serve 
the Law carnally. The apostle attacks them writing against them (in 
his letter) to the Galatians. 


VIII VI 38 


The Photinians are named after Photinus of Gallograecia, bishop 
of Sirmium, who revived the heresy of the Ebionites and declared 
that Christ has been conceived by Mary through Joseph in matri- 
monial intercourse. 


CHRONICON PASCHALE 
252 C/D 


When Trajan set in motion a persecution against the Christians 
Simon the son of Cleopas, who had become bishop of the Church in 
Jerusalem, became a martyr at the age of a hundred and twenty 
during the time that Atticus was the procurator calumniated by those 
of the group of Cerinthus and the so-called Nicolaites. He was not 
only a Christian but also from the family of David. He had been 
tortured during a number of days and had struck with amazement 
the judge himself and those with him. He suffered a death at the cross 
which was similar to that of the Lord. 

During the time of the procurators mentioned above the heresy 
of the Ebionites became known, having poor ideas with regard to the 
things about Christ saying that Christ was not from before the ages 
but came at the end. They received a name which agrees with their 
heresy for the word Ebionites means poor ones. 


GEORGIUS MONACHOS 


chron. breve. 


II 135 | 


He died after he had appointed Hadrian as king. During his reign 
Simeon the son of Cleopas the bishop in Jerusalem and Ignatius, 
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enaptupyoav. Kai Baowretdns, cai Mévavipos, cai Kypwoos, cai Nixo- 
Aaos, els rév [ Staxdvewv, of atpeciapyat, éyOpot Tis aAnBeias éyvwpt- 
Covro. [“O pnbeis NixddAaos 6 els trav C Staxdvwv Kai ’ EBiwvaios.] 


III 157 (c. 552C) 


*Emi Aexiov 6 dyvos Kumpiavos éuapripyce ...... kal ’EAKeoaios 
6 aipeoudpyns éyvwpileto. 


JOHN DAMASCENE 


de haer., ed. MPG 94 
ca. 745 


28 (c. 693B) 


Knpw8avoi: ot Kai MepwOcavoi- odrou azo KnpivOov, cai MnpivOov, 
> a ~ > 
Iovdaioi ties, THY TEpiTouny adxyodvTes, TOV TE KOGLOV UT ayyEeAwY 

~ F ~ A A A A a ” 
yeyevnoba, ‘Inootv d€ kata mpoxomny Xpiorov KexAjoba éXeyov. 


29 (c. 696A) 


Nalwpator. ot Xpiordv spodroyotow *Incoiv Yiov Weod: mdvra Se 
KaTa vopLoV TroALTEVOMEVOL. 


30 (c. 696A/B) 


> a V4 a 4 a A 
EBiwvator. mapamrAnovot tots mpoepnpevors Kynpw@tavois cat Nalw- 
a 4 @ de 4 e ~ Di a 1 9 a @ 
paiows ovvnpOn dé kara tt 4 TaV Aapibaiwv Kai ’EAkecaiwy aipecs, 
@ 4 > , > ~ 9 ~ A ‘ @& ~ 9 
ot Xpiorov paow exriobar ev TH ovpavea, Kat Tro aytov IIveipa: évdn- 
la de Xx A 9 ~ >Ad A A A A > } l4 9 A 
pnoavtra Oe Xpiorov ev TH “Adap, kat Kata Katpov éxdudpevov adrov 
A ?>Ad A A Ud > } 4 A 9 4 > , 
TOV ap, Kat mdAw evdvopevov, TO avTd dacw arroTeTedeKévat 
9 A 9 a > Ud 9 ~ , b a 1 » 9 , 
auTov ev TH evodpKw adTod trapovoia. LIovdaio: dé dvres, EvayyeXious 
Kéxpnvra. Lapxopayiay dé PdeAvcoovra. To vdwp avti Geot 
4 A A A ” bd ~ > ld tL) ~ , 
€xyovot. Tov d€ Xpiotov avOpwrov év ri évodpxw adtod mapovoia 
évdedvobar, ws ednv. Luveya@s Banrilovra: év rots vdaor, Aépous re 
~ ~ e aA 
Kal xYElLdvos, eis ayviopov On0ev, wWomep ot Lapapetrar. 


53 (c. 709B) 


a 4 9 a ~ A > , ~ 

Lapitbator, cat "EAxecaiou: ért Setpo thy “ApaBiav Kxarotxodrres, 

~ ~ @ > A a 9 
KabvrepOev tis Nexpas OaAdoons Keypévnv: ottiwes amo rob °EXEa, 

A ~ > ~ 

Twos evdorrpodytov, HaaTnpévot, od Ett Kal Sedpo Ex THS ovyyevelas 
tajnpyov Mapfotis cai Mapfiva yvvaikes, mpookuvodpevar bd TiS 

e 7 e a] , TT , ~ "E a A 4 wv 
aipécews ws Beat. IIapamAnciws trav “EBwwvaiwy ra mdvra Exovtes. 
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the “bearer-God”’, suffered martyrdom. And Basilides, Menander, 
Cerinthus, Nicolaus, one of the seven deacons, the arch-heretic, enemies 
of the truth, became known. Nicolaus mentioned above was one of the 
seven deacons and an Ebionite. 


ITI 157 


In the time of Decius the holy Cyprian suffered martyrdom ... and 
Elkesai the arch-heretic became known. 


JOHN DAMASCENE 
de haer. 


28 


The Cerinthians, also called Merinthians. They take their name from 
Cerinthus or Merinthus. They are Jews and are proud of circumcision. 
They said that the world was created by angels and that Jesus was 
called Christ because of his progress in virtue. 


29 


The Nazoraeans. They confess that Jesus is the Christ, Son of God, 
but live in every way according to the Law. 


30 


The Ebionites. They are similar to the above mentioned Cerinthians 
and Nazoraeans. The heresy of the Sampsaeans and Elkesaites united 
them in some respect. They say that Christ was created in heaven as 
was also the Holy Spirit. Christ dwelt in Adam and in the course of 
time withdrew from Adam. They say that then he put him on again. 
This brought him to perfection when he came in the flesh. They are 
Jews. They use the Gospels. Eating meat is abominable to them. 
They consider water to be God. As I said Christ put on man when he 
came in the flesh. They often baptize themselves in water,summer and 
winter, for sanctification, like the Samaritans. 


53 


The Sampsaeans and the Elkesaites. They still live in Arabia, 
above the Dead Sea. They have been deceived by Elxai, a false prophet, 
of whose family even up to now, exist Marthous and Marthina, women 
who are honoured by the heresy as goddesses. In everything they are 
similar to the Ebionites. 
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THEODORE BAR-KHONAI 


lib. scholiorum, part II, ed. Scher, in: CSCO 69 

791 /2 

p. 301 

A hs iral PID PAcn>p nile a ousr’ maim % Maas ds 

ava Weis Mahou; ied wwurm jaa ei waka 

part mura pets & mentia .ézaac; evail 

ine asin meala eae coha * mule A et La 

weta —alwarts wesw 2 1AM.» a OM dard’ aa 
eral Gierma rims chiaactma 

mime er rahmra m\aas wtas’ pas Maa irvmleelNa 


p. 301 

wawriao’ 2. amim A» .arwins win o asksinto ds 
walma OOM Mids | AMNMIADA .Wahsinos TI Miinwa 
daa irom earls jor els 12 Cima ohio 
Moen Kam isan hailhima whaih oA: was, 


p. 302 

AM WLDA plan DA Mvarmo win “ MT uIA Mam ia 
wsurfiagm,s jpacmias ei eimihnea old ron 

p. 307 

amin’ ar’ orem emasinio ule + tmoaintio dso 

ra * wamnam ma, mx is MRaocincs veim.a 

ethan mans am makes imal mmezr pW aur 

Mcninima wahintm .a2 GhId AM MiMi mmsXy, Mo 

haa ev er aT 307 Asiana 20M a tormnoa 


IC’ aa pacias et arin 


p. 336-337 
As hemo iho CA tae Mam ad & warhrion amin 
MINI WHXAATO .aermi mraatna wadm eric 
Wim maiz males Gira anla wadm alzianto 
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THEODOR BAR-KHONAI 


laber scholiorum 


p. 301 


About the Ebionites. This Ebion agrees more or less with the 
Carithians (Cerinthians) and the Nazoraeans. About Christ he said 
that he was created and he said the same concerning the Holy Spirit. 
Christ put on Adam at the beginning. When Adam sinned, he took 
him off. He returned and put him on at the end of time. And since 
they were Jews, they used the Gospel and they abhorred eating meat 
and they honour water as God and every day they baptize themselves 
like the Samaritans, summer and winter. 


p. 301 


About the Carithians (Cerinthians). Of these Cerinthians, one was 
from Courinthos and the other from Caritos. They were of the Jewish 
race and taught circumcision. They said about the world that it was 
made by angels and about Jesus that he became Christ because of 
education and the excellence of his works. 


p. 302 


The heresy of the Nazoraeans. They confess that Christ is the Son 
of God, but they behave themselves as Jews in everything. 


p. 307 


About the Sampsaeans. The Sampsaeans, whose name also means 
“churches’’ (ecclesiae, cf. Elkesaites). They live in Arabia on the shore 
of the Red Sea. They are deceived by a man whose name is Elxai, 
who was a false prophet. There were two women of his family, Marthous 
and Marthana and they are honoured and worshipped by them as 
goddesses. In everything they have the same opinion as the Ebionites. 


p. 336-337 


The heresy of Cerinthus. He also says that after the resurrection 
there will be on earth a kingdom of the Messiah and that we shall 
enjoy the pleasures of the flesh in Jerusalem. And they say that the 
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PASCHASIUS RADBERTUS 


expos. in ev. Matth., ed. MPL 120 
ca. 860 


II 2 (c. 149B/C) 


Caeterum quidem haeretici Nazareni sunt vocati, eo quod in Chris- 
tum crediderint, ita tamen, ut omnia Veteris Testamenti instituta 
servare contendant. Sic enim Christum praedicant suscipi debere, ne 
legalis umbram videantur omittere. Quorum quia schisma specialem 
elegit vitam, speciale sibi, nescio quo auctore, Evangelium invenerunt, 
quod Nazarenorum proprie nominatur. Qui quasi de religione gloriantes 
nomen sibi sanctitatis dederunt, et rei facti sunt, non credentes omnibus 
Christum ad justitiam posse sufficere. Unde superstitiosi conantes 
nova veteribus assuere, pejorem operati sunt scissuram, et facti sunt 
sine Deo, qui sine fide inveniuntur. | 


V 9 (c. 378C) 
Hoe plane Ebionitae non intelligentes, commiscuerunt nova veteri- 
bus, non putantes sine lege Moysi Christi Evangelium posse sufficere. 
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marriage-feast will last a thousand years. When at a certain time the 
apostle John entered the bath-house, as is known from Irenaeus who 
received the report from Polycarp, and when he learned that Cerinthus 
was inside, he immediately left it and sat at the door, because 
he could not endure to be under the same roof as Cerinthus. And 
he said to those who were with him: Flee away lest the bath-house in 
which is the enemy of the truth, fall down. He was of Jewish descent 
and lived in Corinth. He taught that circumcision was necessary, 
and about the world that it was created by angels and about Jesus 
that he was Christ because of education and he excellence of his 
works. 


PASCHASIUS RADBERTUS 


expos. in ev. Matth. 


II 2 


Furthermore some heretics are called Nazoraeans, because they 
believed in Christ but they exerted themselves to keep all the decrees 
of the Old Testament. For they preached that Christ must be accepted 
but they did not seem to omit the shadow of the Law. Since their schism 
decided to choose special life, they invented a special Gospel for them- 
selves —- I do not know the author — which appropriately is called 
the Nazoraean Gospel. As if they gloried in their religion they gave 
themselves the reputation of holiness and there was brought a charge 
against them because they did not believe that Christ was able to 
grant sufficient righteousness for everyone. Since they are superstitious 
they try to combine the new with the old and they brought about 
a even worse schism and they were bereft of God — those who were 
found without faith. 


V9 


This evidently the Ebionites did not understand. They mixed up 
the new with the old and did not think that one could comply with 
the Gospel of Christ without observing the Law of Moses. 
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THE FIHRIST OF AL-NADIM 


transl. Dodge 
T 995 


9,1 (vol. II, p. 773-774) 


One day someone cried to him in the temple of idols with a shout: 
“Oh, Futtug, do not eat meat! Do not drink wine! Do not marry 
a human being !’’ This was repeated for him a number of times during 
three days. Then, after Futtuq had perceived this, he became connected 
with a group of people in the environs of Dastumisin known as the 
Mughtasilah. There is still a remnant of them in those regions and 
watered districts, even in this our own time. 


9,1 (vol. II, p. 811) 


The Mughtasilah. These people are very numerous in the regions of 
al-Bataih; they are (called) the Sabat al-Bata’ih. They observe 
ablution as a rite and wash everything which they eat. Their head is 
known as al-Hasih and it is he who instituted their sect. They assert 
that the two existences are male and female and that the herbs are 
from the likeness of the male, whereas the parasite plants are from 
the likeness of the female, the trees being veins (roots). They have 
seven sayings, taking the form of fables. His (al-Hasih’s) disciple 
was named Sham‘un. They agreed with the Manichaeans about the 
two elemental (principles), but later their sect became separate. Until 
this our own day, some of them venerate the stars. 


THE NESTORIAN HISTORY 


Hist. Nestorienne, ed. Scher, in: PO 7 
10th cent. 


p. 191 


Celui-ci (scil. Baboukabr) traduisit |’Ancien Testament de l’hébreu 
en syriaque. I] changea ensuite de conduite en s’attachant 4 la doctrine 
d’Ebion, qui prétendait que Phumanité du Christ était dépouillée 
de sa divinité et qu’il était de la race d’un certain charletan, appelé 
Paul l’apétre. 
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DIONYSIUS BAR-SALIBI 


an apocalypsim, ed. Sedlatek, in: CSCO 101 
7 1171 


p. 4 
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2 PLANGAA MENA WA MastLra 


HONORIUS AUGUSTODUNENSIS 


de haer. libell., ed. Oehler, in: Corp. Haer. I 
12th cent. 
XXITI (p. 328) 


Cerinthiani a Cerintho quodam dicti. Hi circumcisioner. observabant, 
mille annos in voluptate carnis post resurrectionem futuros praedica- 
bant. 


XXIV (p. 328) 


Nazarei a Nazareth vico dicti. Hi Christum filium dei confitentur, 
omnia tamen veteris legis custodiunt. 


LII (p. 329) 


Ebionitae ab Ebione vocati. Hi Christum perfectum tantum et 
iustum virum putant. Hi Semiiudaei sunt, Evangelium tenent, et 
legem carnaliter servant. 
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DIONYSIUS BAR-SALIBI 
an apocalypsim 


p. 4 

Hippolytus the Roman says: A man appeared, named Caius, saying 
that the Gospel is not by John, nor the Apocalypse but that it is by Ce- 
rinthus the heretic. And against that Caius the blessed Hippolytus stood 
up and showed that the doctrine of John in the Gospel and in the Apo- 
calypse, is one and that of Cerinthus is another. Cerinthus, then, 
taught circumcision and was enraged against Paul because he had 
not circumcised Titus and he called the Apostle and his pupils in one 
of his letters false apostles and deceitful labourers. Further he taught 
that the world had been created by angels and that the Lord was not 
born of a virgin and about carnal food and drink and other blasphemies. 


HONORIUS AUGUSTODUNENSIS 


de haer. Izbell. 
XXIII 


The Cerinthians are so called after a certain Cerinthus. These observe 
circumcision and preach that there will be a thousand years, after 
the resurrection, spent in fleshly voluptuousness. 


XXIV 


The Nazoraeans are so called after the village Nazareth. These 
confess that Christ is the Son of God but they observe everything in 
the old Law. 


LII 


The Ebionites are called after Ebion. These believe that Christ 
is only a perfect and righteous man. They are half-Jews, keep the Gospel 
and serve the Law carnally. 
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PSEUDO-AUGUSTINE 


sermo CLXIX 5 de sancto Ioh. evang., ed. Hamman, in: MPL suppl. II 
e codice Vaticano ant. 615,11/12th cent. 


c. 1265 


At ubi a Domitiano, qui secundus post Neronem Christianorum 
persecutor extitit, exilio missus est, irrumpentes in ecclesiam haeretici, 
quasi in destituta a pastore ovilia lupi, Marcion, Cerinthus, et Ebion, 
ceterique Antichristi, qui Christum fuisse ante Mariam negabant, 
simplicitatem fidei evangelicae perversa maculavere doctrina. 


PAULUS 
de haer. lwbell., ed. Oehler, in: Corp. Haer. I 
11/12th cent. 
IV (p. 314) 


Cerinthus, a quo Cerinthiani, et Ebion, a quo Ebionitae, pariter 
asseruerunt Christum hominem fuisse natum Maria. Contra hos scribit 
Iohannes apostolus evangelium. Praeterea Cerinthiani circumcisionem 
observant, mille annos post resurrectionem in voluptate carnis futuros 
praedicant, unde et Graece Chiliasti, Latine Miliasti sunt appellati. 
Item Ebionitae Semiiudai sunt, et ita tenent evangelium ut legem 
carnaliter observent; adversus quos ad Galatas Paulus apostolus scri- 
bens invenitur. 


V (p. 314) 


Nazareni dicti qui dum Christum, qui a vico Nazarenus appellatur, 
filium dei confiteantur, omnia tamen veteris legis custodiunt. 


XXXV (p. 317-318) 


Photiniani a Photino Sirmiensi episcopo nuncupati, qui Ebionitarum 
haeresin suscitans asseruit Christum a Maria per Ioseph nuptiali 
coitu fuisse conceptum. Contra hos scripsit Audentius Hispanus 
episcopus. 
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PSEUDO AUGUSTINE 


SErTMONES 


CLXIX 5 


And when he was sent into exile by Domitian who appeared as 
the second persecutor of the Christians after Nero, heretics broke 
into the Church as wolves into a flock ofsheep deprived of theshepherd , 
Marcion, Cerinthus, Ebion and the other antichrists who deny that 
Christ existed before Mary, to defile the simplicity of the evangelical 
faith with a perverted doctrine. 


PAULUS 


de haer. lzbell. 
IV 


Cerinthus from whom come the Cerinthians, and Ebion from whom 
come the Ebionites, equally declare that Christ was a man born of 
Mary. John the apostle wrote his Gospel against them. In addition 
to this the Cerinthians observe circumcision and preach that there 
will be a thousand years after the resurrection spent in fleshly volupt- 
uousness. Therefore they are named Chiliasts in Greek and Millenarians 
in Latin. The Ebionites are also semi-Jews and keep the Gospel in 
such a way that they observe the Law carnally. The apostle Paul attack 
them writing against them (in the Letter) to the Galatians. 


Vv 


Although the so-called Nazoraeans confess that Christ — who is 
named after the village Nazarenus — is the Son of God, they never- 
theless keep everything of the old Law. 


XXXV 


The Photinians, named after Photinus the bishop of Sirmium, who 
reviving the heresy of the Ebionites declared that Christ has been 
conceived by Mary through Joseph in matrimonial intercourse. Against 
those wrote the bishop Audentius Hispanus. 
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ALEXANDER MINORITA 


expos. in apoc., ed. Wachtel, in: Mon. Germ. Hist. I 
13th cent. 


II 2 2 (p. 24) 


Tempore beati Johannis surrexerunt falsi apostoli, id est haeretici, 
Marchion, Ebion, Cherinthus in Asia, rectam fidem corrumpere niten- 
tes, Christum minorem patre praedicantes. 


NICEPHORUS CALLISTUS 


eccl. hist., ed. MPG 145 
1256-1335 


TIT 13 (c. 921C-924A) 
A a ~ > e , : 
ITepi ris r&év *EBiovawy aipécews. 
Oi A ” 4 9 Ul t: < e de aA A A p.¢ A 
L ev OUV OUTWS amaTns elyov: ETepou OE THS TEpl TOV XpioToOV 
} 4 A lo Vic e ~ > A ” 9 ~ 
wabécews tov Beod Yiov ixavds amoomacar pn €xovtes, evTeAt 
} 4 A t) lo 9 lo) 3 4 , @ A ¢ ~ > 4 
o€alew rept adtod elonyotvto. ’EBuwvaious tovtous of 7po Hud wrd- 
3 ~ 
pacav. Tora’rns 5° érvxov mpoonytpias, evoroxyws Thy THs Savoias 
avTav mrwxeiav daopawovons: ovTw yap map ‘“EBpaiow 6 mrwxos 
> Ul A A A »” La A A 99 7 
Gvopdlerar: yAov Kai yap avOpwmov povov tov Xpiotov edd€alov, 
KaTa mpoKomny jOous Seduxatwpmevov’ Hpwevov péev Kal yeyevynevov 
b] A a \ 9 ld a 9 A A bd A > 4 A 
amo Mapias, cat éx ovvageias tod “Iwond tHv apynv e€oxnKdta’ Kal 
ov padsov eAeyov dia peovns Tis Kata Xpiotov miaTews zrEpieivar TO 
owleobar, et py Kal THS voutKis OpnoKeias Tis péroyos eln, KaKeivny 
} A A \ a , Th 3° > A ee > } 4 Py U4 
1 THY ToATELav pereor. Tis 5° adrijs aipécews eis SUo Senpnuevys, 
e A a 3 ” e A , > 4 A e a A 
ol pev Tatr eAdeyov’ ot dé mpooievto éx IIvedpatos pév ayiov Kat 
~ U4 Ud ~ A b) A oo Ul 
tis Ilapbévov Mapias yeyevvijcbar Xpiorov, od pnv Kal mpotimdpxovta 
la A ld ma 3 4 ~ > A A = aA 
Adyov te kai codiav Tod avdpyou elvar Geod. Kavreidev nai otto rij 
éxelvwy mepietpéemovto daocPeia. “Emions yap KaKewois Kal odTor 
A A , a e aA 4 3 ld 
THY KaTa vopov AaTpeiav ws mAEloTov meEpLeTovTEes Hoav. “Apérer Tou 
Kat macas pev Tot ’AzoordAov tas émuotoAas ameceiovTo, amooTaTny 
A ~ 3 
re tov Ilatiov éexddovy, povm S5€ 7TH Kal? ‘EBpaiovs Edayyediw 
U4 4 A A A Da A A LAX t) a 
SueréAouv mpooreTynKdTes* Kai TO pev AaBBarov Kat tHv addAnv adrav 
4 3 a 
mapaTnpyow emions exeivors épvAatrov’ TapatAnoiws S ypiv Kal Tas 
a lo a 3 Ud 
Kupiandas éripwv eis pvnpnv tis tod Xpiotod avaoracews. 


TESTIMONIES — TRANSLATION 277 


ALEXANDER MINORITA 


expos. in apoc. 


IT 2, 2 


At the time of the blessed John false apostles arose, that means the 
heretics, Marcion, Ebion and Cerinthus in Asia, aiming at corrupting 
the right faith and preaching that Christ is less than the Father. 


NICEPHORUS CALLISTUS 


eccl. hist. 


TIT 13 


About the heresy of the Ebionites. Some practised this deceit, 
but others taught a simple idea about him since they were not able 
to disconnect sufficiently the Son of God from the opinion about 
Christ. The people before us called them Ebionites. They received 
this title when the poverty of their understanding was successfully 
brought to light. For this is the word that means “poor” with the 
Hebrews. They believed that Christ was only a mere man, justified 
according to his progress in his way of life. He came forth and was 
born of Mary and had his beginning in her marriage with Joseph. 
And they said that one could not easily attain salvation through 
the faith of Christ unless one participated in the legal rituals and 
shared in that way of life. This heresy is split up into two parts: 
Those who said this and those who keep the idea that Christ was born 
of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, though they say he is not the 
pre-existent word and wisdom of God, without beginning. Therefore 
they perish in their impiety. For they are the same as these and those 
were very engaged in the worship according to the Law. They indeed 
also rejected all the epistles of the Apostle and called Paul an apostate. 
They are continually faithful to the Gospel according to the Hebrews, 
to that only. They kept the Sabbath and other observances of the same 
kind. Like us they also honour the Lord’s day as a remembrance of 
the resurrection of Christ. | 
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III 14 (c. 924A/D) 
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V 12 (c. 1092B/C) 
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ITT 14 


About Cerinthus the arch-heretic. In that same period is it said by 
Gaius an ecclesiastic that Cerinthus the leader of another sect appeared. 
But Cerinthus also produced some marvellous tales in a deceitful 
way — ostensibly based upon apocalypses written by a great apostle 
— which were supposed to have been shown to him by angels, saying 
that after the resurrection the kingdom of Christ would be established 
on earth and the flesh would again enjoy lusts and pleasures living 
in Jerusalem. And being an enemy of the Scriptures of God he said, 
since he wished to lead men astray, that there would be a marriage- 
feast of a thousand years. Dionysius of Alexandria mentions him in 
his second book on the Promises also in connection with the Apocalypse 
of John. He said: Cerinthus who also made up the heresy which is 
called after his name wished to give a trustworthy name to his own 
invention. For this is the idea of his doctrine: The kingdom of God will 
be on earth and he looked forward to those things — being a lover of 
the body and grossly carnal — of which the heart will dream and by 
which it is satisfied, viz. food and drink and marriage feasts. And by those 
things he believed he would agquire for himself a better reputation: 
feasts, sacrificial repasts and sacrifices of animals. So far Dionysius. 
And Irenaeus reveals other phantasies, full of absurdities, in the first 
book against the Heresies. In the third book of his work he relates 
to us also another story in connection with him which is worth keeping 
in remembrance. He says that he learned it from the tradition of Poly- 
carp the bishop of Smyrna: When it was necessary, John the apostle 
made use of a bath-house. When they were about to enter and he knew 
that Cerinthus was inside he jumped up again, because he did not 
believe it right to be with him under the same roof. He also said to 
those with him: “‘Let us flee lest the bath-house fall upon us, since 
Cerinthus the enemy of the truth is inside’. 


Vi12 


It is necessary to know that of the translators Symmachus belonged 
to the heresy of the Ebionites. It was a heresy which had poor and 
simple ideas about Christ, as we expounded above. They said that Christ 
was a mere man and that he owed his beginning of his life to Joseph and 
Mary. They exerted themselves to keep the Jewish law. Symmachus 
published commentaries on the holy Gospel according to Matthew with 
which he believed he could fortify and strengthen his heresy. 
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VI 22 (c. 1173B) 
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TESTIMONIES — TRANSLATION 281 


VI 22 


See ITI 14 from: “‘Cerinthus who also made up... sacrifices ofanimals’’. 


INDEX OF NAMES 


Aaron 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 2 1 
30 13 6 
30 18 4 
Abraham 


Origen, tn Matth. XV 14 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 9 4 
3035 
30 18 4 
30 18 7 
30 18 8 
69 2 3 
Acts of the Apostles 
Origen, Hom. tn Jer. XIX 12 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 6 7 
Jerome, de vir. tll. IT 
Filaster, div. her. tb. XXXVI 
Acts of the Apostles (apocr.) 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 16 6 


Adam 
Epiphanius, Anac. t. 2 30 2 
Pan. 30 3 3 
30 3 5 
6318 
69 2 3 


Jerome, +n Gal. 3,13-14 

Marius Vict., in ep. ad Gal. 1,15 

John Damascene, de haer. 30 

Theodor bar-Khonai, lib. schol., p. 301 
Adraa 

Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 1 
Akiba 

Jerome, tz Es. 8,11-15 
Alcibiades of Apamaea 

Hippolytus, Ref. IX 13 1 

IX 172 

Theodoret of Cyr, haer fab. II 7 
Anabathmoi of James 

Epiphanius, Pan. 30 16 6 
Ananias 

Origen, Hom. tn Jer. XIX 12 
Andrew 


Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 3 
Anicetus 
Jerome, de vir. tll. XXII 
Annas 
Jerome, in Es. 49,7 
Antinous 
Jerome, de vir. tll. XXII 
Antioch 
Alexander of Alexandria, epist. IX 
Epiphanius, Pan. 28 2 3 
2913 
Jerome, de vir. tll. XVI 
Praedestinatus I 10 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. I 4 35 
Cassiodorus, hist. eccl. trip. I 14 
Timothy, de recept. haer. c.28C-29A 
Apelles 
Tertullian, de praescr. X 8 
XXXII 3-5 
Jerome, tn Tit. 3,10-11 
Pacianus, epist. I 1 
Apocalypse of John 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 28 3 
VII 25 1 
Filaster, div. her. lab. LX 
Dionysius bar-Salibi, in apoc. p. 4 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. V 12 
Aguila 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. III 21 1 
Origen, in Matth. XVI 16 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. V 8 10 
Jerome, epist. 57 11 3 
in Gal. 3,13-14 
in Hab. 3,10-13 


de vir. ill. LIV 
in Ee. 8,11-15 
49,7 
Arabia 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 2 9 
Anac. t. 3 53 1 


John Damascene, de haer. 53 
Theodor bar-Khonai, lzb. schol. p. 307 
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Arielitis Barachia 

Epiphanius, Pan. 19 1 2 Jerome, in Matth. 23, 35 
Arius(rians) Bartholomew 

Jerome, adv. Luc. 26 Eusebius, hist. eccl. V 10 3 

Rufinus, expos. symb. 37 Basanitis 

Cassianus, de tncarn. dom. c. Nest. I 2 Epiphanius, Pan. 29 7 7 

Hilarius Arel., expos. in epist. cath. I 3027 

Joh. 1,1 3028 

Arnon (river) 30 18 1 

Epiphanius, Pan. 53 1 1 Basilides(ians) 
Artemas Epiphanius, Pan. 31 2 1 


Methodius, conv. VIII 10 

Alexander of Alexandria, epist. IX 

Theodoret of Cyr, eccl. hist. I 4 36 
haer. fab. V 11 


(-onians) 
Artemis 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 2 1 
Artemon 


Gennadius, de eccl. dogm. 22 
Cassiodorus, hist. eccl. trip. 1 14 
Asia 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. I 26 1 
Epiphanius, Pan. 28 1 4 
28 2 6 
28 6 4 
28 8 2 
30 181 
30 241 
5123 
Jerome, de vir. tll. IX 
in Matth., praef. 
Monarch. Prologues 
Marius Merc., app. ad contrad. XII 
anath. Nest. 14-15 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 3 
Alexander Minorita, exp. in Apoc. IT 
2,2 
Asteroth 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 2 8 
Atticus 
Chrontcon Paschale 252C/D 
Audentius Hispanus 
Paulus, de haer. lib. XXXV 
Babylon 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 2 1 
Barabbas 
Jerome tn ,Matth. 27,16 


Gregory of Naz., orat. XXV 8 
Constitutiones Apost. VI 8 1 
Georgius Monachus, chron. breve II 
135 
al-Bata’ih 
Fthrist 9,1 
Batanea 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 2 7 
Belgians 
Cassianus, de incarn. dom. c. Nest. I 2 
Beroea 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 7 7 
Jerome, de vir. sll. III 
Bethlehem 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 6 7 
Jerome, tz Matth. 2,5 
Borosus the Sardinian 
Marius Merc., app. ad contrad. XII 
anath. Nest. 14-15 
Byzantium 
Hippolytus, Ref. VII 35 1 
Caesarea 
Jerome, de vir. all. IIT 
adv. Pel. III 2 
Cainites 
Jerome, adv. Lucif. 23 
Caiaphas 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 6 
30 143 
Jerome, tn Ks. 49,7 
Caius 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. ITI 28 1 
Theodoret of Cyr, hacr. fab. II 3 
Dionysius bar-Salibi, in Apoc. p. 4 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. V 12 
Callistus 
Hippolytus, Ref. IX 13 1 
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IX 13 4 
IX 135 
Caphernaum 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 2 
Caritos 
Theodor bar-Khonai, lib. schol. p. 301 
Carpocrates(ians) 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. I 26 1 
Hippolytus, Ref. VII 34 1 
Epiphanius, Pan. 28 1 1 
3013 
30 14 2 
Gregory of Nazianzus, orat. XXV 8 
Jerome, adv. Luc. 23 
Pseudo-Hieronymus, indic. de haer. X 
Timothy, de rec. haer. 28B/C 
Isidorus of Seville, de haer. lib. VIII 
Cataphrygians 
Pacianus, epist. I 1 
Celsus 
Origen, c. Cels. II 1 | 
Cerdo(onians) 
Gregory of Naz., orat. XXV 8 
Pacianus, epist. I 1 
Cerinthians 
Epiphanius, Ancor. 13 3 
Anac. t. 2 28 
t. 2301 
Pan. 2811 
28 82 
3013 
30 26 1 
69 23 
Gregory of Naz., orat. XXV 8 
Augustine, de haer. 8 
Praedestinatus I 8 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. IT 11 
Timothy, de rec. haer. 28C-29A | 
' ex, Nic. pand. 2 
Isidorus of Seville, de haer. lib. IX 
quaest. in v. t. tn 
Lev. X17 
etym. lb. VIII VI 8 
John Damascene, de haer. 28 
30 
Theodor bar-Khonai, 2b. schol. p. 301 
Honorius August., de haer. lib. XXIII 
Paulus, de haer. lib. IV 


INDEX 


Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. V 12 
Cerinthus 
Epistula Apost. 1.(12) 
7.(18) 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. I 26 1 
I 26 2 
III 3 4 
III 111 
Hippolytus, Ref., prol. VII 7 
VII 9 
VII 33 1 
VII 341 
VII 35 1 
X 211 
X 221 
c. Noel. XI 
Pseudo-Tertullian, adv. omn. haer. 3 
Victorinus Poet., comm. in apoc. XI 1 
XXI 3 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 281 | 
IIT 28 2 
IIT 28 4 
IIT 28 6 
IV 146 
VII 25 1 
Epiphanius, Anac. t. 2 28 
Pan. 2811 
2814 
28 26 
28 41 
28 61 
2881 
2976 
3037 
30 14 2 
3121 
5123 
5136 
5142 
6167 
5173 
51104 
Jerome, epist. 112 13 
adv. Lue. 23 
26 
de vir. tll. IX 
in Matth., praef. 
Constitutiones Apost..VI 8 1 
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Filaster, div. her. lib. XXXVI Coba 
XXXVII see Kocheba 
LX Coele Syria 
Monarchian Prologues Epiphanius, Pan. 29 77 
Pseudo Hieronymus, indic. de haer.X Constantine 
Augustine, de haer. 8 Epiphanius, Pan. 19 2 4 
Praedestinatus I 8 1925 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab., Corinth 
prol. lb. II Theodor bar-Khonai, 2b. schol. p. 301 
II 3 p. 336/7 
Vill Cornelius 
Pseudo Hegemonius, acta arch. Epiphanius, Pan. 28 2 4 
LXVIII Timothy, de rec. haer. 28C-29A 
Hilarius Arel., exp. in ep. cath. I Joh. Cyprian 
1,1 Georgius Monachus, chron. breve III 
Gennadius, de eccl. dogm. 22 157 
as 2B Cyprus 
Primasius, comm. in apoc., praef. lib. I Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 1 
Timothy, de rec. haer. 28B/C 
98C.29A Damascus 
; Eusebius, onom. p. 172,1-3 
eee pana? Jerome, in situ 112 
Isidorus of Seville, etym. lib. VIII VI : 
Chronicon Paschale 252C/D ambeue 


Georgius Monachus, chron. breve II 135 
John Damascene, de haer. 28 
Theodor bar-Khonai, 7b. schol. p. 301 
p. 336/7 
Dionysius bar-Salibi, in apoc. p. 4 
Honorius August., de haer. 6. XXIII 
Pseudo Augustine, sermo CLXIX 5 
Paulus, de haer. lib. IV 
Alexander Minorita, exp. in apoc. II 
22 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. V 12 
Choba 
see Kocheba 
Chocheba 
see Kocheba 
Claudius 
Epiphanius, Pan. 51 67 
Clement 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 15 1 
30 15 2 
Cleobios(-bus) 
Epiphanius, Pan. 51 6:7 
Constitultones A post. VI 8 1 
Cleoboulos 
Epiphanius, Pan. 51 6 7 


Marius Mercator, app. ad contrad. XII 
anath. Nest. 14-15 
Daniel 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 4 
Jerome, in Dan., praef. 
Darius 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 2 1 
Dastumisan 
Fihrist 9,1 
David 
Tertullian, de carne Chr. 14 
Eusebius, dem. ev. VIII 1 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 15 2 
30 18 4 
30 18 9 
Ambrose, de fide V 8 105 
Chronicon Paschale 252C/D 
Decius 
Georgius Monachus, chron. breve III 
157 
Dead Sea 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 1 2 
Anac. t. 3 53.1 
Pan. 6311 
John Damascene, de haer. 53 
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Decapolis 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 7 7 
3027 
Demas 
Epiphanius, Pan. 51 6 7 
Demiurg 
Gregory of Naz., orat. XXV 8 
Doctrine of Peter 
Origen, de princ. I, praef. 8 
Desposyni 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. I 7 14 
Domitian 
Monarchian Prologues 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 2 
Primasius, comm. in apoc., praef. lib. I 
Pseudo-Augustine, sermo CLXIX 5 
Dionysius of Alexandria 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 28 3 
IIT 28 6 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. IT 3 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. V 12 
Dositheus 
Constitutiones Apost. VI 8 1 
Pacianus, epist. I 1 


Ebion 
Tertullian, de praescr. X 8 
XXXIII 3-5 
XXXII 11 


de virg. vel. 6 1 
de carne Chr. 14 
18 
24 
Hippolytus, Ref. VII 35 1 
Pseudo Tertullian, adv. omn. haer. 3 
Origen, de princ. IV 3 8 
en ep. ad Rom. III 11 
ce. Cels. II 1 
Pseudo Tertullian, carmen I 
Victorinus Poet., comm. in apoc. XI 1 
Alexander of Alexandria, epist. 1X 
Hilary of Poitiers, de trin. I 26 
IT 4 
II 23 
VII 3 
VII7 
Optatus of Mil., de schism. donat. IV 5 
Epiphanius, Pan. 3011 
3021 


30 27 
3031 
30 131 
30 146 
30 15 3 
30171 
30173 
30 17 5 
30 18 1 
30 24 3 
30 24 5 
30 24 6 
30 24 7 
30 33 3 
3121 
5123 
5167 
51104 
Ambrose, de fide V 8 105 
Jerome, epist. 112 13 
112 16 
adv. Luc. 23 
26 
de perp. virg. 17 
an Gal. 1,1 
1,11-12 
3,13-14 
5,3 
in Eph. 4,10 
in Tit. 3,10-11 
in. Matth., praef. 
tn Es. 1,3 
Pacianus, epist. I 1 
Filaster, div. her. lib. XX XVII 
Pseudo-Ignatius, ep. ad Phil. VI 
Monarchian Prologues 
Pseudo Hieronymus, indic. de haer. 
x 
XXXVI 
Augustine, epist. CVI 16 1 
Rufinus, exp. symb. 37 
Cassianus, de inc. dom. c. Nest. I 2 
III 6 
V10 
Marius Merc., app. ad contrad. XII 
anath. Nest. 13 
14-15 
Theodoret of Cyr, eccl. hist. I 453 


NAMES 


V1l3 
haer. fab., prol. 
II 1 

Pseudo Hegemonius, acta arch. 

LXVIII 
Hilarius Arel., exp. in ep. cath. I Joh. 

1,1] 
Gennadius, de eccl. dogm. 2 

22 
Primasius, comm. tn apoc., praef. lib. I 
Cassiodorus, hist. eccl. trip. I 14 
IX 16V 

Isidorus of Seville, etym. lib. VIIT VI 

37 
Theodor bar-Khonai, 126. schol. p. 301 
Nestorian History, p. 191 
Honorius August., haer. lib. LIT 
Pseudo Augustine, sermo CLXIX 5 
Paulus, de haer. lib. IV 
Alexander Minorita, exp. in apoc. II 

22 


Ebionite(s) 


Irenaeus, adv. haer. I 26 2 
HI 117 
III 21 1 
IV 33 4 
V13 
Hippolytus, Ref., prol. VII 8 and 9 
Vil 341 
X 221 
Pseudo Tertullian, adv. omn. haer. 3 
Origen, de princ. IV 3 8 
hom. in Luc. XVII 
hom. in Jer. ITI 5 
in Matth. XI 12 
XVI 12 
Ser. 79 
in Inc. 14,18ff 
in ep. ad Titum 
c. Cels. II 1 
V 61 
V 66 
Methodius, conv. VIII 10 
Eusebius, dem. ev. VII 1 
hist. eccl. II1 27 1 
III 27 5 
V810 
Vili 
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onomasticon p. 172,1-3 
de eccl. theol. I 14 
I 20 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 5 4 
Anac., t. 2 301 
Pan. 3011 
30 15 3 
Anac. t. 3 53 1 
Pan. 53.13 
69 23 
Jerome, epist. 112 13 
de situ 112 
in Hab. 3,10-13 
de vir. wll. IX 
LIV 
in Matth. 12,2 
12,13 
tn Dan., praef. 
an Es. 1,12 
66,20 
tn Hiez. 44,6-8 
Constitutiones Apost. VI 6 6 
Augustine, de haer. 10 
32 
Cassianus, de inc. dom. c. Nest. I 2 
Praedestinatus I 10 
I 32 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 1 
IT 11 
Vill 
Timothy, de rec. haer. 28B/C 
28C-29A 
ex Nic. pand. 2 
Isidorus of Seville, de haer. 4b. VIII 
XI 
etym. sb. VIIT VI 
37 11 
VIII_VI 
38 
Chronicon Paschale 252C/D 
Georgius Monachus, chron. breve II 135 
John Damascene, de haer. 30 
53 
Theodor bar-Khonai, lib. schol. p. 301 
p. 307 
Paschasius Radb., exp. in ev. Matth. 
V9 
Honorius August., de haer. lib. LIT 


288 


Paulus, de haer. lib. IV 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. III 13 


Tit 14 
Egypt(ians) 

Hippolytus, Ref., prol. VII 7 

VII 33 1 

IX 172 

X 211 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 5 4 

30 33 3 


Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 3 
Elci 


see Elxai 
Eleutherus 
Jerome, de vir. tll. XXII 
Elia 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 15 2 
38 18 4 
38 189 
Eliezer 
Jerome, in Hs. 8,11-15 
Elisah 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 4 
Elkesaites 


Eusebius, hist. eccl. VI 38 
Epiphanius, Anac. t. 2 30 1 
Pan. 30 3 2 
Anac. t. 3 53 1 
Pan. 6311 
Augustine, de haer. 10 
32 
Praedestinatus I 32 
Theodoret of Cyr, eccl. hist. II 7 
IT 11 
Timothy, de rec. haer. 32B 
ex Nic. pand. 2 
John Damascene, de haer. 30 
53 
Theodor bar-Khonai, lib. schol. p. 307 
Elxai 
Hippolytus, Ref., prol. IX 4 
IX 131 
IX 152 
IX 172 
X 291 
Methodius, conv. VIII 10 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 1 4 


INDEX 


1925 
1954 
1961 
30 3 2 
30 17 4 
30 175 
30 176 
Anac., t. 3 53 1 
Pan. 53 1 2 
6313 
63.15 
Augustine, de hacer. 32 
Praedestinatus I 32 
Theodoret of Cyr, eccl. hist. II 7 
K6lner-Codex 94,1-95,14 
96,6-16 
96,21-97,10 
97,11-17 
Georgius Monachus, chron. breve III 
157 
John Damascene, de haer. 53 
Theodor bar-Khonai, lib. schol. p. 307 
Elxai, book of — 
Fihrist 9,1 
Hippolytus, Ref. IX 13 1 
IX 13 4 
IX 16 1 
IX 15 2 
IX 153 
X 291 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. VI 38 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 3 4 
1943 
1961 
6313 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 7 
Enkratites 
Origen, c. Cels. V 66 
Ephesus 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. III 3 4 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. IV 146 
Monarchiun Proloques 
Epiphanius 
Augustine, de haer. 10 
32 
Praedestinatus I 32 
Eunomians 
Cassianus, de inc. dom. c. Nest. I 2 
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Eusebius 
Augustine, de haer. 10 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 2 
Eve 
Tertullian, de virg. vel. 6.1 
Ezechiel 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 4 
Faustus 
Augustine, c. Faust. XIX 7 
Futtuq 
Fihrist 9,1 
Gaius 
see Caius 
Galatia(ians) 
Tertullian, de praescr. XX XIII 3-5 
de virg. vel. 6.1 
Epiphanius, Pan. 28 6 4 
Praedestinatus I 8 
19 
Isidorus of Seville, etym. lib. VIII VI 
37 
Paulus, de haer. lib. IV 
Galilee 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 6 7 
Jerome, tn situ 143 
Gallograecia 
Jerome, de vir. tll. CVIL 
Pseudo Hieronymus, indic. de haer. 
XXXVI 
Isidorus of Seville, etym. lib. VIII VI 
38 
Gnostics 
Hippolytus, Ref. VII 35 1 
prol. IX 4 
X 23 1 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 6 6 
Gospel acc. to the Apostles 
Jerome, adv. Pel. III 2 
— acc. to the Twelve Apostles 
Origen, hom. in Luc. 1 1 
— acc. to the Egyptians 
Origen, hom. in Luc. 11 
— acc. to the Hebrews | 
Clement of Alexandria, strom. II IX 
45 5 
Origen, tn Joh. II 12 
in Matth. XV 14 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 25 5 
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III 27 4 
III 39 16 
IV 228 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 3 7 
Didymus the Blind, comm. tn Psalm. 
Jerome, epist. 20 5 4 
tn Micha 7,6 
de vir. wll. II 
tn Matth. 6,11 
27,16 
tn Es. 40,9-11 
praef. 65 
tn Ez. 16,13 
18,5-9 
adv. Pel. III 2 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 1 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. III 13 
— in Hebrew letters or Hebrew Gospel 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 2 
Jerome, epist. 120 8 


in Eph. 5,4 
de vir. wll. III 
XVI 
tn Psalm. tract. 135 
— of John 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. III 11 1 


III 117 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 23 2 
Victorinus Poet., comm. tn apoc. XI 1 
Filaster, div. her. 1b. LX 
Marius Merc., app. ad contrad. XII 
anath. Nest. 14-15 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab., prol. lib. 
II 
Primasius, comm. tn apoc., praef. lib. I 
Dionysius bar-Salibi, in apoc., p. 4 
Paulus, de haer. lib. IV 
— of Luke 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. III 11 7 
Epiphanius, Pan. 69 2 3 
Didymus the Blind, comm. in Psalm. 
— of the Nazoraeans 
Jerome, tn Matth. 12,13 


23,35 
Paschasius Radb., expos. tn ev. Maith. 
II 2 
— of Mark 


Irenaeus, adv. haer. III 11 7 
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Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 39 16 
— of Matthew 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. I 26 2 
IiI 11 7 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 24 6 
III 39 16 
V82 
V103 
Vi17 
VI 25 4 
theophanie 
Epiphanius, Pan. 28 6 1 
299 4 
3037 
30 13 1 
30 13 2 
30 142 
69 23 
Jerome, de vir. ill. LIV 
adv. Pel. III 2 
Filaster, div. her. ib. XXXVI 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 1 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. ITI 14 
— acc. to Peter 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 2 
Greece 
Praedestinatus I 32 
Greek(s) 
Hippolytus, Ref. IX 17 2 
Epiphanius, Pan. 28 4 2 


30 169 
63.13 
Hades 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 24 4 
Hadrian 


Eusebius, dem. ev. III 5 
Jerome, de vir. ill. XXII 


Hebrews 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 24 6 
IIT 25 6 
III 27 5 
IV 228 
V82 


onomasticon p. 172,1-3 

Jerome, in Es. 40,9-11 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 1 
II 3 


INDEX 


Timothy, de rec. haer. 28B/C 

Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. IIT 13 
Hegesippus 

Jerome, de vir. ill. XXII 
Hermogenes 

Kpiphanius, Pan. 51 6 7 
Herod 

Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 6 

30 143 
Jerome, de vir. tll. IX 
in Es. 49,7 

Hillel 

Jerome, in Es. 8,11-15 
Hippolytus 

Dionysius bar-Salibi, in apoc. p. 4 
Homerites 

Epiphanius, Pan. 30 33 3 


Idumaeans 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 33 3 
Tessaeans 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 1 3 
2954 
2971 
Tesse 
Jerome, in Es. 11,1-3 
Texai 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 1 4 
6313 
Ignatius 


Jerome, de perp. virg. 17 
Georgius Mon. ,chron. breve II 135 
— to the Ephesians 
Jerome, de vir. tll. XVI 
— to the Magnesians 
Jerome, de vir. ill. XVI 
— to the Philadelphians 
Jerome, de vir. tll. XVI 
— to Polycarpus 
Jerome, de vir. tll. XVI 
— to the Smyrnaeans 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 36 11 
Jerome, de vir. ill. XVI 
— to the Romans — 
Jerome, de vir. wll. XVI 
— to the Trallians 
Jerome, de vir. ill. XVI 
India 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. V 10 3 


Ioiada 
Jerome, in Matth. 23,35 
Trenaeus 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 28 6 
Jerome, de perp. virg. 17 


Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 2 
Theodor bar-Khonai, 1b. schol. p.336/7 
Nicephorus Callistus, hist. eccl. V 12 


Isaac 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 3 & 
30 18 4 
30 18 7 
Isaiah 


Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 4 
Ismaelites 

Epiphanius, Pan. 30 33 4 
Israel 

Origen, de princ. IV 3 8 

Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 3 

Jerome, in Es. 1,12 

30,6-9 

Filaster, div. her. ib. XXXVI 
Iturea 

Epiphanius, Pan. 19 1 2 


6311 
Jacob 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 3 5 
30 18 4 
30 18 7 
James 


Eusebius, dem. ev. III 5 
Epiphanius, Pan. 28 2 3 
30 2 6 
30 13 3 
30 23 3 
7877 
Jerome, de vir. tll. IT 
IX 
Marius Vict., in ep. ad Gal. 1,15 
4,12 
Timothy, de rec. haer. 28C-29A 
Joseph 
see Mary 
Jeremiah 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 4 
Jerome, in Matth. 27,9-10 
book of — 
Jerome, in Maith. 27,9-10 
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Jericho 


Origen, tn Matth. XVI 12 


Jerusalem 


Irenaeus, adv. haer. I 26 2 
Origen, in Matth. XVI 16 
Eusebius, dem. ev. III 5 
hist. eccl. III 5 3 
III 28 2 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 3 & 
1936 
28 24 
28 2 5 
28 41 
2978 
30 27 
30 13 4 
30 169 
61104 
Jerome, in Es. 8,11-15 
30,6-9 
Marius Vict., in ep. ad Gal. 4,12 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 3 
Timothy, de rec. haer. 28C-29A 
Chronicon Paschale 252C/D 
Georgius Mon., chron. breve II 135 
Theodor bar-Khonai, 2b. schol. p. 336/7 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. V 12 
Jew(s) 
Tertullian, adv. Marc. IV 8 
Origen, hom. in Gen. III 6 
in Matth. XI 12 
XVI 12 
Ser. 79 
c. Cels. IT 1 
V 61 
Eusebius, dem. ev. III 5 
VII 1 
hist. eccl. III 27 5 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 1 2 
1915 
1936 
Anac. t. 2 28 
30 2 
Pan. 29 6 4 
2917 
29 72 
297 4 
2975 
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INDEX 


299 1 
2992 
2993 
3013 
3015 
3022 
30 23 
30 33 3 
5313 
5314 
Jerome, epist. 112 13 
112 16 
125 12 
in Hab. 3,10-13 
in Dan., praef. 
in Ea. 1,12 
5,18-19 
49,7 
66,20 
in Ez. 44,6-8 
Filaster, div. her. ib. XXXVI 
Marius Vict., 2m ep. ad Gal. 4,12 
Augustinus, epist. 116 16 1 
c. Faust. XIX 4 
XIX 7 
c. Cresc. I 31 36 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 2 
John Damascene, de haer. 28 
30 
Theodor bar-Khonai, lb. schol. p. 301 
p. 336/7 
Honorius August., de haer. lib. LII 
Paulus, de haer. lib. IV 


Johannan ben Zakkai 


Jerome, in Es. 8,11-15 


John 


Irenaeus, adv. haer. III 3 4 
III 111 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 28 6 
IV 146 
VII 25 1 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 3 
30 23 2 
30 24 1 
30 243 
30 24 4 
30 24 6 
5136 


5142 
69 23 
Jerome, adv. Luc. 23 
de vir. wll. IX 
xVI 
Filaster, div. her. ub. LX 
Marius Merc., app. ad contrad. XII 
anath. Nest. 14-15 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab., 
prol. lib. II 
II 3 
Timothy, de rec. haer. 28C-29A 
Theodor bar-Khonai, lib. schol. p. 301 
p. 302 
p.336/7 
Dionysius bar-Salibi, in apoc. p. 4 
Alexander Minorita, expos. tn apoc. 
II 22 
Paulus, de haer. lib. IV 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. V 12 


— first letter of 


Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 39 16 


John the Baptist 


Epiphanius, Pan. 29 5 7 
30 13 4 
30 13 6 
30 13 7 
30 13 8 
30 14 3 
5110 4 

Jerome, adv. Pel. III 2 


Jonah 


Tertullian, de carne Chr. 18 


Jordan 


Epiphanius, Pan. 28 1 5 
30 13 6 
30 143 
5110 4 


Joseph and/or Mary 


Irenaeus, adv. haer. I 26 1 
III 21 1 
V13 
Tertullian, de virg. vel. 6 1 
Hippolytus, Ref. VII 33 1 
X 212 
Pseudo Tertullian, adv. omn. haer. 3 
Origen, in Matth. XVI 12 
in epist. ad Titum 
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Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 27 2 
V 810 
Vili 
Hilary of Poitiers, de trin. IT 4 
II 23 
Epiphanius, Pan. 28 1 2 
2815 
29 56 
2967 
2976 
30 22 
30 31 
30 142 
Jerome, epist. 112 13 
in Eph. 4,10 
de vir. all. IX 
in Es. 11,1-3 
Constituttones Apost. VI 6 6 
Filaster, div. her. ib. XX XVII 
Monarchian Prologues 
Pseudo Hieronymus, indic. de her. X 
XXXVI 
Praedestinatus I 10 
Marius Merc., app. ad contrad. XII 
anath. Nest. 14-15 
Theodoret of Cyr, eccl. hist. V 113 
haer. fab. II 1 
II 3 
Vil 
Pseudo Hegemonius, acta arch. 
LXVIII » 
Hilarius Arel., expos. tn ep.cath.I Joh. 
1,1 
Cassiodorus, hist. eccl. trip. IX 16 V 
Timothy, de rec. haer. 28B/C 
Isidorus of Seville, efym. lib. VIII VI 
38 
Pseudo Augustine, sermo CLXIX 5 
Paulus, de haer. sb. IV 


XXXV 
Alexander Minorita, expos. in apoc. 
II 22 
Nicephorus -Callistus, hist. eccl. III 13 


III 14 
Joseph Galilaeus 
Jerome, in Ee. 8,11-15 
Joshua (Rabbi) 
Jerome, in Es. 8,11-15 
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Joshua son of Nun 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 4 
Judaism 
Epiphanius, Pan. 28 1 3 
30 2 2 
Judas Iscariot 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 3 
Didymus the Blind, comm. in Psalm. 
Filaster, div. her. ib. XXXVI 
Judea 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 6 
30 143 
Jerome, de vir. tll. III 
tin Matth. 2,5 (and Juda) 
in Es. 8,11-15 
Juliana 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. V 17 
Justin Martyr 
Jerome, de pert. virg. 17 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 2 
Karnaim 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 2 8 
Kochaba, Coba, Choba, Chochaba 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. I 7 14 
onomasticon p. 172,1-3 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 7 7 
302 8 
30 29 
30 18 1 
Jerome, +n situ 112 
Legio 
morons tn situ 143 
Levi 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 2 1 
Jerome, de vir. all. III 
Didymus the Blind, comm. tn Psalm. 
Luke 
Epiphanius, Pan. 51 10 4 
Praedestinatus I-10. 
Marius Merc., app. ad contrad. XII 
anath. Nest, 14-15 
Mani(chaean) 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 6 6 
Ambrose, de fide V 8 105 
Jerome, +2 Gal. 1,1 
on Trt. 3,10-11 
Rufinus, expos. symb. 37 
Cassianus, de inc. dom. c. Nest. V 10 


294 INDEX 
Fihrist 9,1 Theodor bar-Khonai, 116. schol., p. 307 
Marcellus of Galatia Mary 
Jerome, de vir. tll. CVII see Joseph 
Pseudo Hieronymus, indic de her. Mathias 
XXXVI Didymus the Blind, comm. in Psalm. 
Marius Merc., app. ad conirad. XII Matthew 
anath. Nest. 14-15 Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 24 6 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab., praef. IIT 39 16 
Marcion V82 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. III 11 7 Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 3 
Tertullian, de praescr. XX XIII 3-5 | 30143 
XXXII 11 30 23 1 


Hippolytus, c. Noet. XI 
Origen, in ep. ad Rom. III 11 
Methodius, conv. VIII 10 
Ambrose, de fide, V 8 105 
Jerome, 3n Gal. 1,1 
in Tit. 3,10-11 
Pacianus, eptst. I 1 
Rufinus, expos. symb. 37 
Cassianus, de tncarn. dom. c. Nest. II15 
Gennadius, de eccl. dogm. 25 
Pseudo Augustine, sermo CLXIX 5 
Alexander Minorita, expos. in apoc. 
II 22 
Marcionites 
Origen, hom. in Luc. XVII 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 6 6 
Gregory of Naz., orat. XXV 8 
Marcus . 
Constitutiones Apost. VI 8 1 
Mark | 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. ITI 39 16 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 5 4 
Marius Merc., app. ad contrad. XII 
anath. Nest. 14-15 
Marthans 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 2 5 
Anac. t. 3 53 1 
Pan. 53 1 6 
John Damascene, de haer. 53 (Mar- 
thina) 
Theodor bar-Khonai, lib. schol. p. 307 
Marthous | 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 2 5 
— Anace. t. 3 63 1 
Pan. 531 5 
John Damascene, de haer. 53 


Didymus the Blind, comm. in Psalm. 
Jerome, epist. 20 5 | 
de vir, ill. ITI 
de vir. tll. III 
in Matth. 12,13 
Marius Merc., app. ad conirad. XII 
anath. Nest. 14-15 
Melitani | 
Gennadius, de eccl. dogm. 25 
Meir 
Jerome, tn Es. 8,11-15 
Menander 
Constitutiones Apost. VI 8 1 
Pacianus, epist. I 1 
Georgius Monachus, chron. breve III 


135 
Merinthians 
Epiphanius, Ancor. 13 3 
Anac. t. 2 28 
Pan. 28 8 1 
28 8 2 
6923 


Augustine, de haer. 8 
John Damascene, de haer. 28 
Merinthus 
Epiphanius, 1nac. t. 2 28 
Pan. 28 8 1 
2976 
3037 
3121 
5167 
5173 
Augustine, de haer. 8 
John Damascene, de haer. 8 
Minaeans 
Jerome, epist. 112 13 
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Moabitis 3013 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 1 2 7877 
1922 Nazoraean 
30 181 Tertullian, adv. Marc. IV 8 
6311 Eusebius, onomasticon, p. 138, 24-25 
Montanus Epiphanius, Pan. 19 5 4 
Jerome, in Trt. 3,10-11 Anac. t. 2 29 
Moses 30 1 
Hippolytus, Ref. X 22 1 Pan. 2911 
Origen, in ep. ad Rom. III 11 2912 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 5 1 2913 
30 18 4 29 5 4 
30 18 7 29 5 6 
30 18 8 29 6 2 
Paschasius Radb., expos. in ev. Matth. 29 6 5 
V9 2967 
Mughtasilah 2971 
Fihrist 9,1 2977 
Nabataea(itis) 2978 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 1 2 299 2 
1922 3013 
30 18 1 3028 
5311 5313 
Naphthali and Zebulon 69 2 3 
Jerome, in Es. 9,1 Jerome, epist. 112 13 
Nasaraeans in situ 143 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 5 1 de vir. wll. IIT 
1954 in Matth. 12,13 
2961 13,53-54 
Nasara(eth) - 23,35 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. I 7 14 27,9-10 


onomasticon p. 138,24-25 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 5 6 
2965 
2967 
2971 
Jerome, de situ 143 
Honorius August. de haer lib. XXIV 
Nazaraeus 
Jerome, tn situ 143 
Nazarenus 
Tertullian, adv. Marc. IV 8 
Eusebius, onomasticon p. 138, 24-25 
Paulus, de haer. lib. V 
Nazareus 
Isidorus of Seville, etym. lib. VIII VI 9 
Naziraean 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 57 


in Amos 1,11-12 
in Es. 5,18-19 
8,11-15 
8,19-22 
9,1 
11,1-3 
29,17-21 
30,6-9 
40,9-11 
49,7 
52,4-6 
praef. 65 
in Ez. 16,13 
- 16,16 
18,5-9 
adv. Pel. III 2 
in Heer. 3,14-16 
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Augustine, de bapt. VII 1 1 (Nazarene 
Christians) 
c. Faust. XIX 4 
XIX 7 
c. Cresc. I 31 36 
eprst. 116 16 1 
de haer. 9 
Praedestinatus I 9 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 2 
Eugyppus, thes. CCXXVI 
Isidorus of Seville, de haer. lib. X 
etym. lib. VIIT VI 
9 
John Damascene, de haer. 29 
30 
Theodor bar-Khonai, 1b. schol. p. 301 
Paschasius Radbertus, exp. in ev. 
Matth. II 2 
Honorius August., de haer. lib. XXIV 
Paulus, de haer. lib. V 
Nero 
Pseudo Augustine, sermo CCXIX 5 
Nicolaites 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. III 11 1 
Chronicon Paschale 252C/D 
Nicolaus 
Pacianus, epist. I 1 
Georgius Monachus, chron. breve II 135 
Noah 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 7 
Novatians 
Pacianus, epist. I 1 
Novatus 
Jerome, adv. Luc. 26 
Oblias | 
Epiphanius, Pan. 78 7 7 
Ophites 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. V 17 
VI 38 
Jerome, de vir. all. IT 
LIV 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 2 
II 7 
Ossaeans 
Epiphanius, Pan. 191 1 
1913 
1922 
19511 


INDEX 


195 4 
3013 
30 3 2 
30178 
5313 
Pamphilius 
Jerome, de vir. tll. ITT 
Paneas 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 1 
Pantaenus 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. V 10 3 
Papias 


Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 39 16 
Praedestinatus I 32 
Parthians 
Hippolytus, Ref. IX 16 4 
Paul 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. I 26 2 
Tertullian, de praeser. XX XIII 3-5 
de virg. vel. 6 1 
Origen, hom. in Jer. XIX 12 
c. Cels. V 66 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 27 4 
V82 
VI 38 
Epiphanius, Pan. 28 4 1 
28 42 
28 53 
28 6 2 
28 6 5 
29 6 2 
2963 
29 6 5 
30 16 8 
Jerome, eptst. 112 13 
tn Gal. 1,1 
1,11-12 
tn situ 112 
de vir. sll. II 
in Matth., praef. 
12,2 
in Es. 9,1 
Filaster, dev. her. 4b. XXXVI 
Augustine, de bapt. VII 11 
epist. 116 16 1 
Praedestmatus I 8 
19 
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Theodoret of Cyr., haer. fab. II 1 de vir. wll. XVI 
II 7 | XXII 
Eugyppus, thes. CCX XVI adv. Pel. III 2 
Timothy, de rec. haer. 28C-29A Augustine, de bapt. VII 11 
32B Eugyppus, thes. CCX XVI 
Isidorus of Seville, efym. ib. VIII VI Timothy, de rec. haer. 28C-29A 


37 
Nestorian History p. 191 
Dionysius bar-Salibi, in apoc. p. 4 
Paulus, de haer. lib. IV 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. III 13 
Paul of Samosata 
Eusebius, de eccl. theol. I 20 
- Alexander of Alexandria, epist. IX 
Ambrose, de fide V 8 105 
Marius Merc., app. ad contrad. XII 
anath. Nest. 13 
Theodoret of Cyr. eccl. hist. I 4 35 
Cassiodorus, hist. eccl. trip. I 14 
Paulinians 
Eusebius, de eccl. theol. I 20 
Pella 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 5 3 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 7 7 
2978 
30 27 
Perea 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 5 3 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 2 2 
2978 
30 27 
6311 
Periodoi of Peter 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 15 1 
30 15 2 
30 153 
Peter, Simon or Simon Peter 
Origen, de prine. I, praef. 8 
in Matth. XV 14 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 36 1] 
V82 
Epiphanius, Pan. 28 2 4 
28 2 5 
30 13 2 
30 13 3 
30 15.1 
30.15 3 
Jerome, epist. 112 16 


Peter, first epistle of — 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 39 16 
Pharisees 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 4 
Ambrosiaster, comm. in ep. ad. Gal., 
prol. 
Jerome, epist. 112 13 
tm Matth. 12,2 
in Es. 8,11-15 
8,19-22 
9,1 
29,17-21 
Pacianus, epist. I 1 
Phineas 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 2 1 
Photinus(ians) 
Hilary of Poitiers, de trin. VII 3 
VII 7 
Ambrosiaster, comm. in ep. ad Gal., 
prol. 
Ambrose, de fide V 8 105 
Jerome, tn Gal. 1,1 
1,11-12 
an Eph. 4,10 
de vir. all. CVII 
Pseudo Hieronymus, étndic. de haer. 
XXXVI 
Marius Merc., app. ad contrad. XII 
anath. Nest. 13 
14-15 
' Theodoret of Cyr, eccl. hist., prol. 
Vi1l1i13 
haer. fab. V il. 
- Pseudo Hegemonius, acta arch. 
LXVIII 
Hilarius Arel. expos. in ep. cath. I Joh. 
I,1 
Gennadius, de eccl. dogm. 22 
Cassiodorus, hist. eccl. trip. IX 16 V 
Isidorus of Seville, etym. ib. VIII VI 
38 
Paulus, de haer. ib. XXXV 
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Pilate 
Jerome, epist. 112 13 
an Es. 49,7 
Plato 
Hippolytus, Ref. IX 17 2 
Polycarp 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 28 6 
Jerome, de perp. virg. 17 
de vir. tll. XVI 
Timothy, de rec. haer. 28C-29A 
Theodor bar-Khonai, /ib.schol.p.336/7 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. V 12 
Pontius | 


see Pilate — 
Porphyrius 

Jerome, epist. 112 16 
Praxeas 

Jerome, adv. Luc. 26 
Pythagoras 

Hippolytus, Ref. IX 14 1 

IX 172 

Red Sea 


Theodor bar-Khonai, 2b. schol. p. 307 
Rome(ans) 
Hippolytus, Ref. IX 13 1 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. V 8 2 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 1 
Jerome, de vir. wll. XXII 
Marius Mercator, app. ad contrad. XII 
anath. Nest. 14-15 
Sabat al-Bata’ih 
Fihrist 9,1 
Sabellius(ians) 
Methodius, conv. VIII 10 
Hilary of Poitiers, de trin. I 26 
Cassianus, de inc. dom. c. Nest. I 2 
Hilarius Arel., exp. in ep. cath. I Joh. 
1,1 
Sadducaeans 
Tertullian, de praescr. XX XIII 3-5 
Pacianus, epist. I 1 
Samaritans 
Epiphanius, Anac. t. 2 30 4 
Pan. 3013 
3015 
30 2 2 
30 2 3 
30 33 3 


INDEX 


John Damascene, de haer. 30 
Theodor bar-Khonai, 1b. schol. p. 301 
Sampsaeans 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 2 2 
 Anac. t. 2 301 
Pan. 30 3 2 
Anac. t. 3 53 1 
Pan. 5311 
5313 
Augustine, de haer. 10 
32 
John Damascene, de haer. 30 
53 
Theodor bar-Khonai, /1b. schol. p. 307 
Samson 
Epiphanius, Pan. 29 5 7 
30 15 2 
30 18 9 
Samuel 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 9 
Saracenes 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 33 3 
Satornil(n)us 
Epiphanius, Pan. 31 2 1 
Jerome, adv. Luc. 23 
Constitutiones Apost. VI 8 1 


Scribes 
Jerome, in Es. 8,11-15 
8,19-22 
9,1 
29,17-21 


Sea of Tiberias 

Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 3 
Seres of Parthia 

Hippolytus, Ref. IX 13 1 
Sethians 

Jerome, adv. Luc. 23 
Shammai 

Jerome, in Es. 8,11-15 
Sham‘un 

Fihrist 9,1 
Simon 

see Peter 
Simon son of Cleopas 

Chronicon Paschale 

Georgius Monachus, chron. breve II 135 
Simon Magus | 


NAMES 


Epistula A post. 1.(12) 
_7.(18) 
Tertullian, de praescr. X 8 
Constitutiones Apost. VI 8 1 
Pacianus, epist. I 1 
Simon the Zealot 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 3 
Simonites 
Gregory of Naz., orat. XXV 8 
Sion 
Jerome, in Es. 30,6-9 
Sirmium | 
Jerome, de vir. tll. CVI 
Pseudo Hieronymus, indic. de haer. 
XXXVI 
Isidorus of Seville, etym. ib. VIII VI 
38 
Paulus, de haer. tb. XXXV 
Smyrna 
Jerome, de vir. ill. XVI 
Nicephorus Eallistus, eccl. hist. V 12 
Sobiai 
Hippolytus, Ref. IX 13 1 
Solomon 
Tertullian, de carne Chr. 18 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 18 4 
Solon 
Hippolytus, Ref. TX 17 2 
Son of God 
Tertullian, de praescr. XX XIII 11 
de carne Chr. 14 
18 
Hippolytus, Ref. IX 13 3 
IX 151 
Methodius, conv. VIII 10 
Eusebius, dem. ev. III 5 
de eccl. theol. I 14 
Hilary of Poitiers, de trin. IT 4 
‘TI 23 
VII 3 
Epiphanius, Anac. t. 2 29 
Pan. 2973 
30 13 7 
30 163 
30 18 & 
| 30 18 6 
Ambrose, de fide V 8 105 
Jerome, epist. 112 13 
tn Es. 29,17-21 
30 6-9 


299 


Constitutiones Apost. VI 6 6 
Filaster, div. her. ib. XX XVII 
Praedestinatus I 9 
Marius Merc., app. ad contrad. XII. 
anath. Nest. 14-15 
Gennadius, de eccl. dogm. 2 
Timothy, de rec. huer. 28 B/C 
Isidorus of Seville, etym. lsb. VII VI 9 
John Damascene, de haer. 29 
Theodor bar-Khonai, 1b. schol. p. 302 
Honorius August., de haer. lib. XXIV 
Paulus, de haer. lib. V 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. III 13 
Spirit, Holy — 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. V 13 
Hippolytus, Ref. VII 35 1 
IX 133 
X 23 1 
Origen, de princ. I, praef 8 
IV 38 
an Joh. II 12 
hom. in Jer. XV 4 
tn Matth. XVI 12 
Methodius, conv. VIII 10 
Eusebius, hist. eccl. III 27 3 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 4 2 
Anac. t. 2 30 2 
Pan. 28 1 5 © 
29 76 
30 3 2 
30 3 6 
30 137 
30 176 
30 177 
30 23 2 
30 241 
30 24 4 
53.19 
Jerome, tn Micha 7,6 
in Es. 11,1-3 
40,9-11 
in Ez. 16, 13 
adv. Pel. III 2 
Pseudo Hieronymus, indic. de haer. X 
Augustine, c. Faust. XIX 7 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 7 
Gennadius, de eccl. dogm. 22 
John Damascene, de haer. 30 
Theodor bar-Khonai, 1b. schol. p. 301 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. III 13 
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Susa 7 Theodotus(ians) 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 2 1 Hippolytus, Ref., praef. VII 9 
Stoic VII 35 1 
Marius Merc., app. ad contrad. XII X 23 1 
anath. Nest. 13 X 23 2 
Symmachians Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 11 
Ambrosiaster, comm. in ep. ad Gal., Isidorus of Seville, de haer. lib. VIII 
prol. Timothy 


Filaster, div. her. lib. XII 
Marius Vict., in ep. ad Gal. 1,15 
4,12 
Augustine, c. Faust. XIX 4 
XIX 7 
c. Cresc. I 31 36 
Symmachus 
Origen, in Matth. XVI 16 
Eusebius, dem. ev. VII 1 
hist. eccl. V 17 
Jerome, tn Hab. 3,10-13 
de vir. wll. LIV 
in Es. 11,1-2 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 1 
Nicephorus Callistus, eccl. hist. III 14 
Syria 
Jerome, de vir ill., III 
Theodoret of Cyr, haer. fab. II 7 
Tarsus 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 16 8 
Telphon 
Jerome, in Hes. 8,11-15 
Thabor 
Origen, in Joh. II 12 
hom. in Jer. XV 14 
Jerome, de situ 143 
Thaddeus 
Epiphanius, Pan. 30 13 3 
Thales 
Hippolytus, Ref. 1X 17 2 
Jerome, de situ 143 
Theodotion = 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. TIT 21 1 
Origen, in Matth. XVI 16 
Eusebius, htst. eccl. V 8 10 
Jerome, de perp. virg. 17 
in Gal. 3,13-14 
én Hab. 3,10-13 
- tn Dan., praef. 
in Es. 49,7 


Jerome, epist. 112 13 
Augustine, epist. 116 16 1 
Titus 
Epiphanius, Pan. 28 4 1 
28 4 2 
Dionysius bar-Salibi, in apoc., p. 4 
Trajan 
Hippolytus, Ref. IX 13 4 
IX 164 
Epiphanius, Pan. 19 1 4 
30 24 6 
Chronicon Paschale 252 C/D 
Valentinianus | 
Jerome, de vir. ill. CVII 
Valentinus(ians) 
Irenaeus, adv. haer. III 11 7 
Tertullian, de praescr. X 8 
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